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First-of-1ts- l<1nd vapour heat treatment p{am may help boost exports

ﬂl"ﬁ.n\"l ’i H \l.DLR

Bnlluladcsh is set 1o strengthen its
'fre-h {ruit exports with the launch of a
modern vapour heat treatment (VHT)
plant in Gabtoli, Dhaka, marking a
key siep towards expanding access fur
locallv grown mangoes (o premium
intemational markets. _

The plant can treat and process up
to 12 tonnes of mangoes a day using
internationally accepted phytosanitary
protocols, paving the way for higher
€Xports.

The facility, established by the

Bangladesh Agricultural Development L
Corporation (BADC), was inaugurated

yesterday hy Agriculture M'“nsu.r
Moharomed Amin Ur Rashid. It is
the first treatment plant of its Kind
in {langladesh, according to. the
agriculure ministry.

A YVIHT plant is a chemical-free
gquaran:ine facility that uses high
imnidity hot air, typically between 42°C
and 3°C, to eliminate pests such as
fruit flies and larvae from fresh produce.
it cony ‘ies witn stringent international
pvLosa i .qr standards, enabling the
CXp ort of fruits such as mangocs and
dragon fruits to premium markets.

The minister said  discussions
had already been held with Bimgn
Banglaaesh Airlines to reduce export
costs, while talks would be initiated
with other international aivlines o
expand cargo faciiities. _

Mohammed Amin Ur Rashid said
purification, quarantine certification
and packaging would all be carried out
at the facility, provldmg exporters with
a one-stop service.  °

There would be no need to visit any
other location 1e complete the export
process. Once processed, the mangoes
would be loaded directly from the
facility and transported to the airport,
he said. .

A temperature-controiled
term storage facility will be established
at{hemrpt:ﬂ:. preservethe gualtity and
freshness of export-hound agricultural
produce, mclading  mangoes, until
shipment, be added.

China has onpressed ioterest in
importing jackituic from Bangladesh
and has already received a  wial

shipment. Several counings, :,,uuhmg
Japan, Australia, the Dnited Kingdom
and ihe Unued Srates, bave also
expressed  inteiest  in importing
Bangladeshi mangoes, he added.

short-

A senior BADC official said the
plant would piocess around 3 tonnes
of mangoes or other agricultural
produce per batch. After treatment, the
fruits would be washed for 30 minutes
before being dried. The process would
énhance their colour; preserve guality
and extend shelf life by eight to 10 days.

JUST. 0.1%  OF BANGLADESH'S
MANGOES ARE EXPORTED '

Mango exports rerrained stagnantat
230-310 tonnes a year between FY2017
and FY2020 before surging more than
tenfold to a peak of 3,100 tonnes in
FY2023, according (o ﬂcpartment of
Agricultural Extension {1)AE) data.

The growih hasbeen uneven. Exports
fell to 1321 tonnes in FY2024 before
recovering (o 2,194 tonues in FY2025.
Even at their peak, exports accounted
for.barely 0.1 percent of Bangl:-tciuqt‘{’s
toral mange rroduction.

Exports have mached 1408 tonnes
so far this biscai vear.

Mohammad — Monsur,  genceral
secretary 'of the Bangladesh Fruits,
Vegetables and  Allied  Products

Exporters’ Asseciation, toid The Daily
Star that establishing the VHT plant at
Gabtoli was a positive step.

However, locating the facility closer

to the airport would have made logistics
far more efficient and elgmﬁ antly
reduced transportaticn and handling
costs, he said. Its current location has
made many exporters hesitant as it is
likely to increase £xXport Costs. _

The government has also yet to
arrange for phytosanitary certificates
to be Jissued directly from the facility.
Introducing the service without delay
would make the plant a genuine one-
stop export bub and further streamline
the export process, he added.

Bangladesh- ranks seventh among
the world’'s - mango-producing
countries, producing between 24 lakh
tonnes and 26.72 lakh tonnes annualiy
for a domestic market worth Tk 13, 000
crore to TK 14,000 crore.

Exports initially catered mainly to
Rangladeshi communities in the UK.
Taly and the Middle East bu have since
cxpasded, particulacdy  afier Caina
expressed inierest in sourcing morc
Bangladeshi mangoes.

Mexico, India, Brazil, the Nedheriands
and Peru remain the world’s Jeading
mango exporters. Industry insiders
belicve Bangladesh could raise exports
10 8000 tonnes with government
support.
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Despite being one of the-tagest mango
producers in the world, with an annual
surplus of 5 to 7 lakh tonnes, Bangladesh is
failing to turn it into an export strength.

The country produl:es 24-25-lakh tonnes
of mangoes annually for a domestic market
worth Tk 13,000-14,000 crore, with domestic
demand standing at around 18-20 lakh
tonnes. Yet, its annual export has reached
barely 0.1 percent of total production even in
its best year.

Mango exports stayed flat at around 230
to 310 tonnes a year from fiscal year 2016-17
through FY2020, before growing more than
tenfold to a peak of 3,100 tonnes in FY2023,
according to Deépartment of Agricultural
Extension (DAE) data.

The growth, however, has been volatile,
with exports falling to 1,321 tonnes in FY2024
before recovering to 2,194 tonnes in FY2025.
In the current season, exports stand at 1,408
tonnes so far. Harvesting typically runs
from mid-May through August, with peak
availability stretching into July.

Officials and experts note that with stable

production, supply is not the problem for
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exports can multiply within a few years if the
aforementioned issues can be addressed. -

According to the centre, also known as the
Mango Research Station, Bangladesh grows
an estimated 800 to 850 mango varieties,
more than 100 of them commercially,
across Rajshahi, Chapainawabganj,
Naogaon, Rangpur, Dinajpur, Thakurgaon,
Lalmonirhat, Kushtia, Jashore, Satkhira,
Meherpur and Natore.

Dr Sorof attributed rising output to
modern orchard management, grafted
saplings, balanced fertiliser use, improved
irrigation and  science-based cultivation.
“Many farmers are now replacing paddy
and jute with commercial mango orchards.
Mangoes are now produced not only in the
plains but also extensively in the country's
hilly regions.”

Mango exports stayed flatat |
around 230 to 310 tonnes a |
year from fiscal year 2016- |
17 through FY2020, before
growing more than tenfold '
to a peak of 3,100 tonnes in |

; FY2023

“Bangladeshi mangoes are among the
world’s finest in taste and colour,” he said.
“What we need now is production that fully
complies with international standards.”

To close the gap, the DAE is running its
Exportable Mango Production Project across
46 uparzilas in 15 districts.

The initiative covers GAP implementation,
PRA, GIS-based orchard mapping, farmer
training, modern machinery distribution,
and export-profile development for priority
varieties, said Project Director Mohammad
Arifur Rahman.

He said Bangladesh has the potential
to become a leading global exporter with
planned orchard management, climate-
resilient  varieties, better post-harvest
preservation, upgraded packaging and
stronger export infrastructure.

Bangladesh now exports mangoes to 27
countries, including Germany, Sweden, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Ireland, the United Kingdom
and Italy, said the DAE official.

Several popular and commercially
importantvarietiesalreadycarry Geographical
Indication (GlI) status: Haribhanga from
Rangpur; Langra, Khirsapat (Himsagar),
Fazli and Ashwina from Chapainawabganj;

L
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Despite being one of the-ldECes
producers in the world, with an annual
surplus of 5 to 7 lakh tonnes, Bangladesh is
failing to turn it into an export strength.

The country produces 24-25 lakh tonnes
of mangoes annually for a domestic market
worth Tk 13,000-14,000 crore, with domestic
demand standing at around 18-20 lakh
tonnes. Yet, its annual export has reached
barely 0.1 percent of total production even in
its best year.

Mango exports stayed flat at around 230
to 310 tonnes a year from fiscal year 2016-17
through FY2020, before growing more than
tenfold to a peak of 3,100 tonnes in FY2023,
according to Department of Agricultural
Extension (DAE) data.

The growth, however, has been volatile,
with exports falling to 1,321 tonnes in FY2024
before recovering to 2,194 tonnes in FY2025.
In the current season, exports stand at 1,408
tonnes so far. Harvesting typically runs
from mid-May through August, with peak
availability stretching into July.

Officials and experts note that with stable
production, supply is not the-problem for

‘mango exports. Fruit bound for export
must clear a higher bar than domestic
sale, including interpational standards for
appearance, pest-freedom and food safety.

For the low mango exports, they point
to a shortage of internationally compliant
packhouses, inadequate cold-chain
infrastructure, no standardised grading
or packaging system, limited adoption of
Good Agricultural Practices (GAP), pest and
disease blemishes, and too few entrepreneurs
pursuing export markets. ’

Dr Md Sorof Uddin, chief scientific officer
at the Regional Horticulture Research
Centre in Chapainawabganj, the country’s
only dedicated mango research facility, said

de crates piled high with green mangoes at Padaganj Bazar in Mithapukur, Rangpur’s largest mango
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exports can multiply within a few years if the
aforementioned issues can be addressed.

According to the centre, also known as the
Mango Research Station, Bangladesh grows
an estimated 800 to 850 mango varieties,
more than 100 of them commercially,
across Rajshahi, Chapainawabganj,
Naogaon, Rangpur, Dinajpur, Thakurgaon,
Lalmonirhat, Kushtia, Jashore, Satkhira,
Meherpur and Natore.

Dr~ Sorof attributed rising output to
modern orchard. management, grafted
saplings, balanced fertiliser use, improved
irrigation and. science-based cultivation.
“Many farmers are now replacing paddy
and jute with commercial mango orchards.
Mangoes are now produced not only in the
plains but also extensively in the country’s
hilly regions.”

Mango exports stayed flatat |

around 230 to 310 tonnesa |

year from fiscal year 2016- |

17 through FY2020, before
growing more than tenfold
to a peak of 3,100 tonnes in
s FY2023

Stating that production has crossed 25
lakh tonnes this year, he said the larger
harvest pushed supply up and prices down
slightly from last year, though growers are
still profitable on volume. “Premium-quality
mangoes continue to command higher prices
in the market. Farmers who have adopted
modern cultivation methods and produced
high-quality fruit are receiving satisfactory
returns.”

DAE Director General Abdur Rahim said
quality mangoes are now growninnearly every
household nationwide, but scaling exports
will require wider GAP implementation and
greater entrepreneurial participation.

“Bangladeshi mangoes are among the
world’s finest in taste and colour,” he said.
“What we need now is production that fully
complies with international standards.”

To close the gap, the DAE is running its
Exportable Mango Production Project across
46 upazilas in 15 districts.

The initiative covers GAP implementation,
PRA, GIS-based orchard mapping, farmer
training, modern machinery distribution,
and export-profile development for priority
varieties, .said Project Director Mohammad
Arifur Rahman.

He. said Bangladesh has the potential
to become a leading global exporter with
planned orchard management, climate-
resilient varieties,  better post-harvest
preservation, upgraded packaging and
stronger export infrastructure.

Bangladesh now exports mangoes to 27
countries, including Germany, Sweden, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Ireland, the United Kingdom .
and Italy, said the DAE official.

Several popular and commercially
importantvarietiesalreadycarry Geographical
Indication (GI) status: Haribhanga from
Rangpur; Langra, Khirsapat (Himsagar),
Fazli and Ashwina from Chapainawabganj;
Himsagar from Meherpur; and Nak Fazli from
Naogaon.

Other significant varieties include
Amrapali, Gopalbhog, Mallika, Katimon and
BARI Mango-4.

THE MANGO CAPITAL AND
WAVES

According to. the Mango Research
Station, most of the mangoes produced in
Bangladesh are consumed in the domestic
market. Over 4.5 lakh tonnes of them comes
from Chapainawabganj, widely known as the
mango capital of Bangladesh. The district -
cultivates mangoes across roughly 37,000
hectares. /

NEW
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In its famous Kansat

| Bazaar - the largest mango

market in the country and

the second Jargest in”Asia,

where mangoes worth .
millions - are traded every

day during peak season,

officials said.

The market trades
Gopalbhog, Khirsapat,
Langra, Fazli, Amrapali,
Ashwina and Gourmati
varicties.

In recent years, thanks
o the popularity of online
trading, it has scen a new
wave  of  entreprencurs
constantly taking orders over
the phone, - photographing
their produce, and arranging
deliveries o Dhaka and
other parts of the counury.
This has led to a growth in

internal exports even when

shipment to orher countries
faited 1o pick up momenium.

One such entrepreneny
is Zuiliker Ali. Notng that
both production and saies
have increased this season,
he said, “Besides seiling at
Kansat market, I also seli
maiigoes online, allowing
me o reach customers

across the country.”

Modern. - cultivation
methods are also being
adopted rapidly. Zahurul
Islam, who has grown
mangoes commercially for
a decade on 12 bighas of
land, said he ecarns more
than Tk 700,000 annually
from the crop.

- ‘1 adopted modern
cultivation methods this
season, although there
were a few shortcomings.
Next year I hope to produce
even better-quality
mangoes,” he said.
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/Cost surge, weak demand
squeeze plastic makers

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

----------------------------------------------------------------------

The ' country’s plastic industry

has slowed sharply following the -'l :
recent Middle East crisis, as rising m —
‘raw material prices and weak : =y
_consumer demand continue to l. o
hit. manufacgurers hard, industty” " paw materid " Solesdown |  Orders | Packaging
eaders said. :
| The steep rise in the cost of costs about downup to | ¢
‘J imported plastic raw materials nauﬂy o @ hurdeSt
; has severely affected producers, £ bi d 25 A llo / \ hit
' Shamim Ahmed, president of oubie ‘ °

the Bangladesh Plastic Goods

Manufacturers &  Exporters 3
Association  (BPGMEA),  told ) & ® 30,000 n RBCYC"“Q
journalists at the association’s . ‘ businesses "
office in Dhaka’s Paltan yesterday. supported ‘ o grows;
Before the conflict, key raw across val waste-to-
materials were imported at around W energy lags
$800 to $900 per tonne. Prices have chains g g
now increased to between $1,500 Al-assisted infographic

and $1,600 per tonne, he said.

“The sharp rise in raw material
costs is putting immense pressure
on the industry. Higher production
costs are also driving up the prices
of finished products,” Shamim said.

3,750 crore, a decline of at least 25
percent, according to the BPGMEA.

Shamim said at least 25 percent of
customers have reduced their orders
since the conflict began, while some

consumer goods weakens amid
lower household spending, he
added.

“We are not the end product; we
supply other industries,” Shamim

The countpf’s plastic and segmentshave seen demanddropby said. “When consumers buy less
packaging industry, worth as much as 40 percent. ; detergent, food or household
around Tk 60,000 crore annually, The packaging segment, which products, demand for our
recorded monthly sales of about accounts for about 40 percent of packaging and plastic components

Tk .5.000 crore before the conflict. the industry, has been the worst drops immediately.” /

This has now fallen to around Tk affected as demand for fast-moving

S —— = S M
plastic recyciungg vaid in the region, continues Lo grow and is crealing |

Aecording, o him, Bangiadesh has

Leound 6,000 plastic manulaclunng
" oynits, of which 4,000 to 4,500 supply
produicts 1o other sectors, including
garments, pharmaceuticals; iood
processing and  beverages. The
industry  serves around 30,000
businesses in total.

“Many  people still  think
plastic means buckets, mugs and
Litchenware. But plastic has become
2n essential  part  of industrial
production and supply chains,” he
said.

1o warned that any disruption
0 the sector would quickly afTect
the wider cconomy, 4as most
manufacturing “industries depen d
heavily  on plasiic packaging and
components.

Shamim also alleged that customs
authoritics often  2ssess imported
caw materials at higher values than
invoice  prices o meet  revenuc
fargets, even though such maiciials
are sourced from large international

supplicrs  where under o et
irroicing is unlikely.
‘On recycling,  Shamim said

Rangladesh has a relatively  high

bui javesiment N _
infrasiuciire  remains
neighbouring CGUDITCS.

KA igbal  Hoessaid, senior
vice president of BPGMEA, =aid
manulacturers have been absorbing
much of the increased produciion
costs instead of passing them on to
buvers. .

“We are negotiating with our
dicnts to raise prices “.because
production costs have increased by at

WaRre-1¢ eneray
Hehind

-Jeast 30 percent, but we have not yet

fully adjusted our pr ices,” he added.

Industry leaders said higher costs
and weak consumer demand are
pulling severe pressure 09 profit
margins, with many {irms struggling
1o siay viable.

Igbal also  said Bangladesit is
lagging indeveloping waste Lo -energy
projects. "G suniries like Indonesia are
rapidly expanding waste -to-energy
projects. In Rangiadesh, we have been
tving to set up even one large-scale
waste to-cnergy ptant for the past five
vears,” he said.

Despitc  the slowdown IR
iraditional plastic manufacturing,
Lamim said the recycling sepgment

land prices,

pew jobs as businesses place greater |

focus on susiainabiliny. i

lgbai criticised  high induqrrinl!

weak incentives and |

complex regulations, saying Lhese‘l

[actors are discouraging i esiain !
and job creation.

He questioned why industrial
plots developed by the Bangladesh
Small and Cottage Industries
Corporation are sold at prices much
higher than acquisition costs, forcing
entrepreneurs Lo spend heavily on
land instead of production.

Comparing with neighbouring
countries, Igbal said governments
in India provide incdustrial landg, |
utilities and incentives to support !
manufacturing and exporis.

[le alsn highlighted challenges,
faced by plastic and Loy
manufacturers, saying many key
components  must be imported
because local production is not
commerciaily  viable. However,
manufacturers still pay commercial
import dutics on these  inputs,
reducing  competigveness against
producersin countries sudhas China
and Srilanka. -




/Urgent reforms
needed as post-LDC
export risks grow
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Bangladesh's export Says RAPID,

competitiveness is coming under

increasing pressure ahead of its
graduatiort from the least-

developed country (LDC) status due

to uncertainty over post-

graduation market access, tougher -
compliance requirements, and new

free-trade agreements (FTAs)
signed by competing exporting
countries, according to the

Research and Policy Integration for

Development (RAPID).

pointing
to market
access

uncertainty
and tougher
compliance
requirements

i inefficient logistics,
k infrastructure, high production costs, ine
:Ie:slor:v export dlve:rslﬂcation are further constraining export

growth, it says.

With Bangladesh preparing for LDC graduation, the research
organisation has called for an urgent and coordinated
competitiveness reform programme. .
The g:zervations came in a keynote ﬁall:iel;j presentgd ata
titled "LDC Graduation and Trade .
||‘C‘'::rrr1k:::er1rhf:,'|\femass" and held at the National Press Club in the

capital on Monday.

The presentation was delivered by RAPID Chairman Dr

Mohammad Abdur Razzaque.

i the chief guest, Information and Broadcasting
:'lpiﬁi‘::f;ashir Uddin Sg:apon called for making the most of
the possible three-year LDC gfa_duat_ion extension I:_»y p
strengthening export competitiveness, implementing policy
reforms, and preparing for post-LDC challenges: o
He also stressed that sustairflaibled?e\_:;llt;ggent would no

thout economy-friendly "
H;Zi::ces?inust support thg economy. Othe_rw_iss, discussions
on these issues will remain merely theoretical, he_saidil
The minister said although Bangladesh Ir!ad not yet formally "
graduated from the LDC category, effective preparations mu o
. beginimmediately to address the challengesin the expo‘:t si;:: !
Those challenges were expected to intensify after graduation,

he added. .

Swapon noted that the government had applied to the

- —

relevant United Nations
committee in February this
year to defer the graduation -
until November 2029,

The additional period, he
said, should not be viewed as
an opporttinity for delay but
as awindow to complete the
necessary preparations for a
smooth transition.

"The government's
policymakers and relevant
officials are a Iready working
on theissue," he said, adding
that if the extension was
approved, it would facilitate
policy reforms, boost export
growth, remove
administrative bottlenecks,
and help the country better
adapt to the post-LDC
environment.
Presenting the keynote, Dr
Razzaque said Bangladesh's

'

export sector was entering a
far more challenging global
trading environmentas
competition intensified and
preferential market access
gradually eroded.
He noted that competitors
such as India and Vietnam
were expanding their
network of free trade
agreements, strengthening
their position in key export
destinations, including the
European Union, while
Bangladesh risked losing its
traditional competitive edge
after graduation.
He warned that the
withdrawal of duty-free
market access following
graduation could expose
Bangladeshi exports to
higher tariffs, undermining
their price competitiveness
unless the country undertook

7

-—
L]

comprehensive reforms,
At the same time, he
observed that global trade
was increasingly being
shaped by environmental,
climate, and labour-related
standards, making
compliance an essential
requirement for sustaining
market access.
According to Dr Razzaque,
Bangladesh can no longer
rely solely on low production
costs.
Enhancing productivity,
improving trade
competitiveness, and
meeting evolving
sustainabilityand
compliance requirements
would be critical to
maintaining export growth in
the post-LDC era, he said.
Doulot Akter Mala, presidént
of the Economic Reporters'

Forum (ERF), attended the
programme as the guest of
honour,
She stressed the need for
urgent strategic preparations
ahead of graduation, saying
the absence of a revised
transition strategy, declining
foreign direct investment
(FDI), and weak
competitiveness remained
major concerns.
Mala also called for restoring
business confidence through
stable policies, reducing
bureaucratic hurdles,
strengthening research and
development, and aligning
budgetary commitments
with the country's economic
realities.
Dr M Abu Eusuf, executive
director of RAPID, delivered
the address of welcome.

mj ibu, r@gmaﬂ.?pr
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According to the study, China’s
. However,

share of the global apparel market
fell from 26.33% in 2022 to 23.56% -

in 2025

new study by Research and Policy

Integration for Development.
The study also warned that

Bangladesh’s readymade garment
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Bangladesh’s plastic market loses Tk15000cr
as Mideast crisis hits supply chain MRy

INDUSTRY - BANGLADESH

SALAH UDDIN MAHMUD

Bangladesh’s plastic industry has suffered an esti-
mated Tki15,000 crore decline in sales as the Middle
East war, volatility in global petrochemical mar-
kets, and persistent domestic power and gas short-
ages disrupt production and weaken demand, ac-
cording to industry leaders. )

Manufacturers say delays in importing raw
materials, -rising production costs and sluggish
domestic demand have forced many factories to
cut output, while hundreds of small and medium-
sized enterprises are struggling to survive.

According to the Bangladesh Plastic Goods
Manufacturers and Exporters Association, the
country’s plastic market is currently worth around
Tké60,000 crore, with packaging accounting for
about 40% of the market.

“Our industry’s average sales have fallen by
more than 25%, while some companies have ex-
perienced declines of 35% to 40%,” the associa-
tion’s President Shamim Ahmed told The Business
Standard. “Overall, we estimate that the sector has
lost around Tki15,000 crore in sales.”

The association estimates that nearly 300 plas-
tic factories have already suspended production,
most of them SMEs unable to cope with disrup-
tions in raw material supplies, unreliable gas and
electricity services, and working capital shortages.

Although the current fiscal year’s budget in-
cluded some positive measures for the industry,

Shamim said several key demands from manufac-
turers remained unaddressed.

To reduce dependence on imported virgin resin,
manufacturers are increasing the use of recycled raw
materials and exploring alternative soutcing markets.

According to the manufacturérs and exporters
association, recycled materials now account for
about 38% of industry consumption. However,
higher virgin resin prices have continued to push
up production costs. .

Bangladesh’s plastic industry relies almost en-
tirely on imported polypropylene, polyethylene,
polyvinyl chloride and polyethylene terephthalate
resins, most of which come from Saudi Arabia, Qa-
tar, the UAE, Kuwait and Oman. Any disruption in
the Middle East or shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz directly affects supplies, raising freight,
insurance and production costs. '

Riad Mahmud, managing director of National

Polymer, said international resin prices remain rel-
atively stable, but global supply chains have been
severely disrupted. Government-set tariff values
on imports have also further increased costs.

Manufacturers have raised product prices by
7% to 8% to offset higher expenses, although in-
tense competition has prevented larger price ad-
justments, he said.

Raw material delivery times have also length-
ened significantly. Previously, shipments reached
factories within 18 to 21 days after opening letters
of credit. Now deliveries take at least six weeks,
while many consignments arrive even later.

Because of raw material | SEE PAGE4 COL 1

Average sales of
plastic products

fall over 25%
due to

-+ Mideast war
“» High price
~» High tariff

PLASTIC INDUSTRY
STRUGGLES TO SURVIVE

’ Sales of household, construction-related
products hit hard

R A RR L L T R an ‘

¢ Demand for food, pharmaceutical, agricultural,

export-oriented packaging remains stable |

Polyethylene
Polyvinyl chloride

Polyethylene
terephthalate resins

Plastic's current market

parly Tk60,000cr

* Packaging shares

Tk24,000¢r
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shortages and energy constraints,

~ most factories are operating at
only 60% to 80% of their mstalled
capacity, Riad added.

KM Igbal Hossain, senior
vice-president of the manufac-
turers and exporters association,
said the price of a 25kg bag of pol-
yethylene terephthalate resin has
clitabed. from around Tk3,000 a
few years ago to nearly Tks,200,
meaning an increase of over 73%.
However, manufacturers have
bezn able to increase product
prices hy only 5% to '10%, forcing:
many companies te continue pro-
duction at a loss.
~ -According to the association,
the circumstances have reduced

" preduction. by 10% to 30% in
many factories. Injection mould-
ing, blow moulding, and extru-
sion units have been the hardest
hit, while reliance on diesel gen-
erators has further increased op-
erating costs and complicated the

.. timely delivery of export orders.
~ Industry insiders say sales
" —have declined most sharply in

construction-related and house-.

held plastic products, while de-
mand for food, pharmaceutical,
. agiicultural and export-oriented
packagmg has remained compar-

atively stable.
~ Manufacturers say the crisis has
exposed the risks of Bangladesh’s
heavy dependence on Middle East-
ern petrochemical supplies. They
arzue that diversifying raw mate-
tial sources, expanding the use of
. recyeled resins, ensuring reliable
enﬂrg\r supplies and strengthening
poticy support will be essential to
mainiaining the industry’s long-

_ terim competitiveness.
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