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High-level
team leaves

for UN
next weelk

FHM HUMAYAN KABIR

A high~level Bangladeshi
delegation will travel to the
United States next week to
lobby 54 member-states of
the UN Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC) for
support to the country's
request to defer its
graduation from least-
developed country (LDC)
status by three years.

The team, led by Commerce
Minister Khandaker Abdul
Mugqtadir, is scheduled to
leave Bangladesh on July 13
and return on July19,
officials said.

The delegation will also
include ERD Secretary Shariar
Kader Siddiky, Bangladesh's
Permanent Representative
to the United Nations, at
least two private-sector
business leaders and other
government officials.
TheBangladesh delegation is
scheduled to meet ECOSOC
representatives at the UN
headquarters in New York
from July 15 to July 18, an
official at the Economic
Relations Division (ERD) said
on Wednesday.

According to the ERD, the
policy decision on LDC
graduation rests with
ECOSOC, actingon
recommendations from the
UN Committee for
Development Policy
(UNCDP), before being
placed before the UN General

Assembly for final approval.

"Our team will meet
representatives of the 54
ECOSOC member countries at
the UN headquarters. It will
explain the reasons behind
Bangladesh's request to
deferits graduation," a
commerce ministry official
said.

An ECOSOC meeting is
expected to be held on july
22, when Bangladesh's
request could be considered.
The council generally makes
recommendations to the
UNGA on requests for
graduation deferrals.
Bangladesh formally
requested the UNCDP several
months ago to postpone its
graduation from LDC status
by three years.

The UNCDP is an expert
subsidiary body of ECOSOC
responsible for reviewing
rountrios aligihilitv fnr
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meeting, the final decision
would require approval by the
UNGA.

Like Bangladesh, Nepal has
also recently requested a
three-year postponement of
its graduation from LDC
status.

Meanwhile, the government
briefed foreign diplomats in
Dhaka on July 2 in an effort to
build international support
for its request. '

As the proposal will

- ultimately be placed before

the UNGA, Bangladesh will
need the backing of a
majority of member states,
the official added.
Government officials said
Bangladesh's fate regarding
the deferral request is likely
to be decided at the UNGA
zssion in September this
year.

Although Bangladesh is
srheduled tn graduate from

global economic challenges.
Citing external shocks,
energy supply constraints,
domestic political transition
and other economic _
uncertainties, Bangladesh
submitted its request to the
UNCDP more than two
months ago.

Another ERD official said that
while ECOSOC's position
would become clearer after
its late~July meeting, the
final decision would rest with
the UNGA.

""Since Nepal has also sought
a three-year deferral, the UN
may adopt a common
decision for both countries,"
he said.

Responding to Bangladesh's
request, the UNCDP, ina
letter dated June 1 to the ERD
Secretary, expressed a
positive view of the country's
plea, although it did not
snerifv anv timeframe.
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United States next week to
lobby 54 member-states of
the UN Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC) for
support to the country's
request to defer its
graduation from least-
developed country (LDC)
status by three years.

The team, led by Commerce
Minister Khandaker Abdul
Mugtadir, is scheduled to
leave Bangladesh on July 13
and return on July 19,
officials said.

The delegation will also
include ERD Secretary Shariar
Kader Siddiky, Bangladesh's
Permanent Representative
to the United Nations, at
least two private-sector
business leaders and other
government officials.
TheBangladesh delegation is
scheduled to meet ECOSOC
representatives at theUN
headquarters in New York
from July 15 to July 18, an
official at the Economic
Relations Division (ERD) said
on Wednesday.

According to the ERD, the
policy decision on LDC
graduation rests with
ECOSOC, acting on
recommendations from the
UN Committee for
Development Policy
(UNCDP), before being
placed before the UN General
Assembly for final approval. ,

"Our team will meet
representatives of the 54
ECOSOC member countries at
the UN headquarters. It will
explain the reasons behind
Bangladesh's request to
defer its graduation," a
commerce ministry official
said.

An ECOSOC meetingis
expected to be held on July
22, when Bangladesh's
request could be considered.
The council generally makes
recommendations to the
UNGA on requests for
graduation deferrals.
Bangladesh formally
requested the UNCDP several
months ago to postpone its
graduation from LDC status
by three years.

The UNCDP is an expert
subsidiary body of ECOSOC
responsible for reviewing
countries' eligibility for
graduation from the LDC
category.

The commerce ministry
official said that although the
timeline would become
clearer after the ECOSOC

meeting, the final decision
would require approval by the
UNGA.

Like Bangladesh, Nepal has
also recently requested a
three-year postponement of
its graduation from LDC
status.

Meanwhile, the government
briefed foreign diplomats in
Dhaka on July 2 in an effort to
build international support
for its request.

As the proposal will
ultimately be placed before
the UNGA, Bangladesh will
need the backing of a
majority of member states,
the official added.
Government officials said
Bangladesh's fate regarding
the deferral request is likely
to be decided at the UNGA
session in September this
year.

Although Bangladesh is
scheduled to graduate from
LDC status in November
2026, Dhaka has soughta
three-year extension to
better prepare for the
transition in light of
emerging domesticand

global economic challenges.
Citing external shocks,
energy supply constraints,
domestic political transition
and other economic
uncertainties, Bangladesh
submitted its request to the
UNCDP more than two
months ago.

Another ERD official said that
while ECOSOC's position
would become clearer after
its late-July meeting, the
final decision would rest with
the UNGA.

"Since Nepal has also sought
a three-year deferral, the UN
may adopt a common
decision for both countries,"
he said.

Responding to Bangladesh's
request, the UNCDP,ina
letter dated june 1 to the ERD
Secretary, expressed a
positive view of the country's
plea, although it did not
specify any timeframe.
Earlier, the UNCDP
recommended Bangladesh,
Lao PDR and Nepal for
graduation from LDC status
in 2026. /
kabirhumaynnw@gmaﬂ.c}a’m :
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Building ‘Brand
Bangladesh’

TARIQ ALAM

For decades, manufacturing-led exports have been a
central driver of Bangladesh’s economic success. The
garment sector transformed the economy, created
millions of jobs and established the country as one of the
world’s leading apparel exporters.

Yet as Bangladesh looks towards the next stage of
development, an important question emerges: how can
the country capture a greater share of the value associated
with the products, services and ideas it helps create? ‘

The answer may lie in building Brand Bangladesh.

Around the world, countries increasingly compete

‘through brands, intellectual property, cultural influence

and consumer perception, not just manufacturing and
production costs. The greatest value accrues not to
those that make the most products, but to those whose
brands create demand. Bangladesh already manufactures
for many of the world’s best-known brands, including
Zara, H&M and Uniglo. Yet few consumers know the
Bangladeshi companies behind the products they buy.

While manufacturing creates jobs and export earnings,
much of the value associated with branding, customer
loyalty and intellectual property is captured by those
who own them. Many countries initially develop through
manufacturing before moving up the value chain.

The next stage is creating products, services and
brands that consumers seek for their origin, not just their
place of production. This is where the creative economy
becomes strategically important. The most successful
economies use creativity to build globally recognised
national brands. Bangladesh’s opportunity lies not only
in developing its creative economy but also in using it to
strengthen its global competitiveness.

Historically, exportshave been driven by manufacturin
competitiveness, trade agreements and industrial
investment. Today, culture, digital influence and brand
perception increasingly shape consumer demand.
Countries that convert cultural relevance into commercial
value gain a competitive edge. Stronger international

visibility and consumer confidence

could boost Bangladesh’s

in, "8 apparel, pharmaceutical,
tourism and digital services

- sectors. Greater brand
|\ Tecognition can help
| Bangladeshi companies
}F attract customers,
i

%

strengthen exports and
build international trust.

The objective is not only

to create new industries but

also to capture more value

from existing ones. Strong

brands enhance pricing power,

attract foreign direct investment and

generate wider economic opportunities. In a connected

world, reputation and trust have become valuable

economic assets. Looking towards 2030, Bangladesh can

build a creative economy that strengthens brands, exports

and entrepreneurship.

Globally, the creator economy is evolving towards
commerce, ownership and business creation.

Social commerce, the sale of products directly through
social media platforms, is projected to approach
trillion annually worldwide. As consumers increasingly
discover products through trusted creators and digital
communities, many creators are becoming founders,
investors and brand owners, showing how digital
attention can be transformed into economic value.

For Bangladesh, the lesson is clear: creativity, trust
and commerce are increasingly interconnected. In the
next phase of the digital economy, the biggest gains will
go to countries that link creativity, entrepreneurship,
commerce and exports into a single ecosystem.

The objective is not simply to produce more content,
but to turn attention into brands, brands into demand
and demand into economic value.

The most successful economies understand this
DIogression: content creates attention. trust shanes

4
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i companies behind the products they buy.

While manufacturing creates jobs and export earnings,
much of the value associated with branding, customer
loyalty and intellectual property is captured by those
who own them. Many countries initially develop through
manufacturing before moving up the value chain.

The next stage is creating products, services and
brands that consumers seek for their origin, not just their
place of production. This is where the creative economy
becomes strategically important. The most successful
economies use creativity to build globally recognised
national brands. Bangladesh’s opportunity lies not only
in developing its creative economy but also in using it to
strengthen its global competitiveness. _

Historically, exportshave been driven by manufacturing
competitiveness, trade agreements and industrial
investment. Today, culture, digital influence and brand
perception increasingly shape consumer demand.
Countries that convert cultural relevance into commercial
value gain a competitive edge. Stronger international

visibility and consumer confidence

7w could Dboost Bangladesh’s

_ . apparel, pharmaceutical,

< e tourism and digital services

\  sectors, Greater brand

; ‘ ay . recognition can help

- ' . Bangladeshi companies

attract customers,

strengthen exports and
build international trust.

The objective is not only

_ to create new industries but

% - also to capture more value

il Lo from existing ones. Strong

brands enhance pricing power,

attract foreign direct investment and

generate wider economic opportunities. In a connected

world, reputation and trust have become valuable

economic assets. Looking towards 2030, Bangladesh can

build a creative economy that strengthens brands, exports

and entrepreneurship.

Globally, the creator economy is evolving towards
commerce, ownership and business creation.

Social commerce, the sale of products directly through
social media platforms, is projected to approach
trillion annually worldwide. As consumers increasingly
discover products through trusted creators and digital
communities, many creators are becoming founders,
investors and brand owners, showing how digital
attention can be transformed into economic value.

For Bangladesh, the lesson is clear: creativity, trust
and commerce are increasingly interconnected. In the
next phase of the digital economy, the biggest gains will
go to countries that link creativity, entrepreneurship,
commerce and exports into a single ecosystem.

The objective is not simply to producé more content,
but to turn attention into brands, brands into demand
and demand into economic value.

The ‘most successful economies understand this
progression: content creates attention, trust shapes
decisions, commerce generates demand and brands
capture value. Content is not the destination; it is the
starting point. Building Brand Bangladesh will require
more than creators alone.

Government, businesses, investors, media
organisations, technology platforms and exporters all
have a role to play. Successful national brands are rarely

. created by a single industry. They emerge when creative,
commercial and policy ecosystems operate in a mutually
reinforcing manner. Made in Bangladesh created a
globally competitive manufacturing economy. Brand
Bangladesh can help capture more of the value it creates
and define the next stage of export growth.
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The author is a strategic consultant across technology,
media and infrastructure industries. /7
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/PM sees major
export potential
for jackfruit in
China

TRADE - BANGLADESH
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Prime Minister Tarique Rahman
has expressed optimism that
Bangladesh could earn sub-
stantial foreign exchange by ex-
porting jackfruit to China, citing
Malaysia’s success in exporting
durian to the Chinese market.

He made the remarks yester-
day while responding to a supple-
mentary question during the 21st
sitting of the first budget session
of the 13th Jatiya Sangsad.

Asked whether the govern-
ment had any plans to establish
an agro-based industrial zone in
Fulbaria upazila, the prime min-
ister said a pineapple processing
plant had been established in the
area several years ago but later
shut down due to a lack of neces-
sary support.

He said the government is now
working to revive closed industrial
units, including agro-based mills
and factories, to better utilise the
area's agricultural potential.

Tarique said the government
has no immediate plan to estab-
lish a separate industrial zone
in Fulbaria. However, efforts are
underway to restart shuttered in-
dustries, including agro-process-
ing facilities.

Highlighting new export op-
portunities, the prime minister
said an agreement signed dur-
ing his recent visit to China has
paved the way for Bangladesh
to export jackfruit to the world’s
second-largest economy.

He said Bangladeshi jackfruit
enjoys strong demand among
Chinese consumers and ex-
pressed hope that exports would
begin soon.

Recalling his visit to Malaysia
before travelling to China, Tari-
que said Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Anwar Ibrahim had told him
that Malaysia earns billions of
dollars annually from exporting
durian to China.

“If Malaysia can earn billions
of dollars by exporting durian,
Bangladesh can also generate
substantial foreign exchange by 7
exporting jackfruit to China,” the
prime minister said. /




