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~jerseys reach FIFA
World Cup 2026

World Cup team
supply for GMA

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA
Although a Bangladeshi team is
not taking part in the FIFA World
Cup 2026, products “made in
Bangladesh” have still made their
way to football’s biggest stage.

Jerseys  manufactured in
Bangladesh were worn by the Cape
Verde national team during their
World Cup debut match against
Spain in Atlanta on Monday night,
a game that ended in a draw.

The jerseys were produced by
Garments Manufacturing and

Assembling Ltd (GMA), a factory”

located in Dhaka’s Turag area. The
company supplied 5,000 player
jerseys through New York-based
sportswear company Capelli Sport.

VALUE,
' PRODUCTION

Jerseys sold
at $8 each

Made with
supplied by
Youngone

“Not only the 5,000 jerseys for
the players, but also 13,000 fan
jerseys of different countries were
exported through Capelli Sport,”
GMA Manager Showmik Barmon
told The Daily Star over the phone.

Fan jerseys are sold to supporters
in stadiums, while player jerseys
are worn directly by national team
players at the World Cup.

GMA, established in 2019, has
been producing sports garments
and supplying them to Capelli
Sport from the beginning, Barmon
said.

Capelli Sport placed the order
in January this year, and GMA
delivered the jerseys to Cape Verde
in March. Each player’s jersey was
sold at 88, he added.
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Barmon also said that making
football jerseys requires Coolmax
fabric, which is made from special
yarn designed to reduce sweating
during matches.

Another local garment giant,
Youngone Corporation, supplied
the fabric to GMA after importing
the special yarn.

Although GMA has produced
sports garments since its inception,
this is the first time it has supplied
player jerseys for a FIFA World Cup,
he added.

Bangladesh supplies jerseys
for major global sporting events,
including football and cricket
World Cups and other international
tournaments, and has built a strong

exports increase

position in the global
garment industry
with high production
capacity, becoming one
of the world’'s leading
apparel suppliers after

China.
Its garments have
also become popular

among European football
fans, especially young
supporters who travel
to stadiums to watch
club football and cricket
matches.

“It is true that during

every
four years, but Bangladesh
exports jerseys and sports
garments every day,”
said Mohammad Hatem,
president of the Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association
(BKMEA).

He added that
Bangladesh is a preferred
destination for all types
of garment products, as
local manufacturers have
the capacity to produce
high-end, value-added
items with their existing
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way to football’s biggest stage.

Jerseys manufactured in
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Verde national team during their
World Cup debut match against
Spain in Atlanta on Monday night,
a game thatended ina draw.
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“Not only the 5,000 jerseys for
the players, but also 13,000 fan
jerseys of different countries were
exported through Capelli Sport,”
GMA Manager Showmik Barmon
told The Daily Star over the phone.

Fan jerseys are sold to supporters
in stadiums, while player jerseys
are worn directly by national team
players at the World Cup.

GMA, established in 2019, has
been producing sports garments
and supplying them to Capelli
Sport from the beginning, Barmon
said.

Capelli Sport placed the order
in January this year, and GMA
delivered the jerseys to Cape Verde
in March. Each player’s jersey was
sold at $8, he added.

Barmon also said that making
football jerseys requires Coolmax
fabric, which is made from special
yarn designed to reduce sweating
during matches.

Another local garment giant,
Youngone Corporation, supplied
the fabric to GMA after importing
the special yarn.

Although GMA has produced
sports garments since its inception,
this is the first time it has supplied
player jerseys for a FIFA World Cup,
he added.
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among European football
fans, especially young
supporters who travel
to stadiums to watch
club football and cricket
matches.

“It is true that during
the FIFA World Cup, jersey

four years, but Bangladesh
exports jerseys and sports
garments every day,”
said Mohammad Hatem,
president of the Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association
(BKMEA).

He added that
Bangladesh is a preferred
destination for all types
of garment products, as
local manufacturers have
the capacity to produce
high-end, value-added
items with their existing
production facilities, 1

g




7

INTENSIFYING COMPETITION

MONIRA MUNNI

Readymade garment exports to the European
Un[on (EU) faced the steepest decline among its
major competitors during the first four months of
2_02_6, ::I:id w:ak demand and intensifying
competition that are reshaping sourci

across the 27-nation bloc. i
Bangladesh exported apparel worth 6.09 billion
euro to the EU during the January-April period of
202-6, marking a 19.4 per cent year-on-year
decline, according to EU official data released on
Monday.
The sector fetched 7.55 billion euro in the
corresponding period of 2025, data from Eurostat
the statistical office of the European Union, ’
showed. :
| Asa consequence, Bangladesh's share of total EU
apparel imports fell from 24.4 per cent to 21.9 per
cent, marking the largest market-share loss among
the bloc's leading suppliers. |
When asked, Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA) President
Mahmud Hasan Khan attributed the detlining trend
toanumber of factors, including a volatile global
situation, US reciprocal tariffs, high bank interest
rates, poor port operations, uncertainty over LDC

RMG exports to EU fall

US-bound garment exports also decline 11.21pc dur

The Financial Express
17 JUN 2026

© Rising costs and weak demand
hurt competitiveness

© Tariffs, wars and geopolitics
reduce global apparel demand

© China and Vietnam gain market

share ?_dagspi-t'e downturn

© Struggling factories seek govt

support to stay competitive

"Tariffs, wars and geopolitics have eaten up global
ﬂem_a_nd,_ causing a decline in work orders," he said.
The impact of reduced demand is almost the same
forall manufacturing countries, but the key issue is
competitiveness in a squeezed global market," he

said, adding that Bangladesh is losing ,
competitiveness for many reasons,

Echqing the BGMEA leader, Fazlul Hoque, former
president of the Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers

and Exporters Association (BKMEA), said Bangladesh

19.4pc YoYin

Jan-Apr 2026

ing the period

e R

"'Struggling factories need the support packages
recently announced by the government to survive
and sustain competitiveness," he added.

The cot'mtry remained the EU's second-largest
apparel source after China, but the gap between the
two suppliers widened considerably during the
period.
Overall, EU apparel imports fell b

Y 10.4 per cent year-

on-year to 27.8 billion euro, down from 31 billiors: :
euro during the corresponding period of 2025.

needs to sustain itself through the current crisis to

d rre
graduation and other related issues. bounce back when the situation improves.

Rk g — billion 'e-urt_)_during the period,

In contrast, China recorded a 4.6
percent decline, earning 7.95
billion euro from garment
shipments to the EU during the
period.
However, China's share of EU
apparel imports increased from
26.9 per cent to 28.6 per cent.
Vietnam emerged as the
strongest performer among
major suppliers in the European
market, as its exports to the EU
remained almost unchanged at
1.37 billion euro compared with
1.38 billion euro during January-
April 2025, the data showed.
Vietnamese knitwear exports,
however, increased by 2.3 per
cent during the period.
Its market share in the EU rose to
4.9 per cent from 4.4 per cent.
Turkey, one of Europe's most
strategically located sourcing
hubs, also experienced a
significant setback, recording a
16.9 per cent decline to earn 2.42
billion euro during the period.
Turkey's share of EU apparel
imports dropped from 9.4 per
cent to 8.7 per cent, suggesting

- that near-shoring advantages

alone were insufficient to offset
weak demand and heightened
competition.

India's garment exports to the
EU fell by 12.1 percent to 1.64
billion euro from 1.87 billion
euro.

Although export earnings
declined, India's market share
remained largelv unchanged at

resulting in a fall in market share
to 3.9 per cent from 4.3 per cent.
EU apparel imports from .
Cambodia declined by 12.1 per
cent to 1.28 billion euro, while its
market share remained almost
unchanged at 4.6 per cent.
China and Vietnam emerged as
the major beneficiaries of
changing sourcing patterns,
both increasing their market
share despite the downturnin -
overall demand, industry
insiders said. _
Their ability to maintain or
improve their positions suggests
that European buyers are
increasingly favouring suppliers
capable of offering greater
reliability, product diversity,
manufacturing flexibility and
supply-chain resilience.
Bangladesh's garment sector is
already facing rising production
costs, higher wages,
sustainability-related
investments and increasing
compliance requirements from
international brands.
Combined with weaker
consumer spending across
Europe, these factors have
created a challenging
environment for local exporters,
industry insiders added.
Bangladesh's apparel exports to
the United States, its single-
largest export destination, also
suffered a deeper setback during
the first four months of this year.
Bangladesh exported garment
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Union (EU) faced the steepest decline am?:?g its
major competitors during the first four months of
2026, amid weak demand and intensifying
competition that are reshaping sourcing j:atterns
across the 27-nation bloc.

Bangladesh exported apparel worth 6.09 billion
euro to the EU during the January-April period of
2026, marking a 19.4 per cent year-on-year
decline, according to EU official data released on
Monday. ,

The sector fetched 7.55 billion euro in the
corresponding period of 2025, data from Eurostat
the statistical office of the European Union '
showed. '

Asa consequence, Bangladesh's share of total EU

apparel imports fell from 24.4 per cent to 21.9 per

cent, marking the largest market-share loss among
the bloc's leading suppliers. '

Whe‘n_ asked, Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers

and Exporters Association (BGMEA) President

‘Mahmud Hasan Khan attributed the declining trend

toa number of factors, including a volatile global
situation, US reciprocal tariffs, high bank interest

rates, poor port operations, uncertainty over LDC
graduationand.uthérrre!atéd‘issues. {

© Tariffs, wars and geopo i
reduce global apparel demand

share despite downturn

support to stay competitive
s atiat > ki
"Tariff_s; wars and geopolitics have eaten up global
ﬂema.nd,,eauslng adecline inwork orders," he said.
The impact of reduced demand is almost the same
for all manufacturing countries, but the keyissueis
competitiveness in a squeezed global market." he
said, adding that Bangladesh is Iosing‘ ’
comFetitiveness for many reasons.
Echoing the BGMEA leader, Fazlul Hoque, former
president of the Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BKMEA), said Bangladesh
needs to sustain itself through the current crisis to
bounce back when the situation improves.

opolitics
© China and Vietnam gain market

© -Strugij!'['n-g:- f-a:c'tié ries 'see_k 'g__év-t“ |

"'Struggling factories need the su : 3

,Struggling f 3 pport packages

recently announced by the government to sur.gvive

and sustain competitiveness," he added.

The country remained the EU's second-largest

:[;parel s;aurce after China, but the gap between the
o suppliers widened considerably duri

i y during the

Overall, EU apparel imports fell by 10.4

| L1 el .4 per cent year-

on-year to 27.8 billion euro, down from 31 billior): '

euro during the corresponding period of 2025.
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In contrast, China recorded a 4.6
per cent decline, earning 7.95
billion euro from garment
shipments to the EU during the
period.

However, China's share of EU
apparel imports increased from
26.9 per cent to 28.6 per cent.
Vietnam emerged as the
strongest performer among
‘major suppliers in the European
market, as its exports to the EU
remained almost unchanged at
1.37 billion euro compared with
1.38 billion euro during January-
April 2025, the data showed.
Vietnamese knitwear exports,
however, increased by 2.3 per
cent during the period.

Its market share in the EU rose to
4.9 per cent from 4.4 per cent.
Turkey, one of Europe's most
strategically located sourcing
hubs, also experienced a
significant setback, recording a

16.9 per cent decline to earn 2.42

billion euro during the period.
Turkey's share of EU apparel
imports dropped from 9.4 per
cent to 8.7 per cent, suggesting

. that near-shoring advantages
alone were insufficient to offset
weak demand and heightened
competition.
India's garment exports to the
EU fell by 12.1 percent to 1.64
billion euro from 1.87 billion
euro.

~ Although export earnings
declined, India's market share
remained largely unchanged at
around 6.0 per cent, indicating
that Indian suppliers were able
to maintain their competitive
position despite weaker
European demand.
Pakistani apparel exports to the
EU fell by 17.9 per cent to 1.09

billion euro during the period,
resulting in a fall in market share
to 3.9 per cent from 4.3 per cent.
EU apparel imports from .
Cambodia declined by 12.1 per
cent to 1.28 billion euro, while its
market share remained almost
unchanged at 4.6 per cent.
China and Vietnam emerged as
the major beneficiaries of
changing sourcing patterns,
both increasing their market
share despite the downturnin -
overall demand, industry
insiders said. .
Their ability to maintain or
improve their positions suggests
that European buyers are
increasingly favouring suppliers
capable of offering greater
reliability, product diversity,
manufacturing flexibility and
supply-chain resilience. :
Bangladesh's garment sector is
already facing rising production
costs, higher wages, ‘-
sustainability-related
investments and increasing
compliance requirements from
international brands.
Combined with weaker
consumer spending across
Europe, these factors have
created a challenging
environment for local exporters,
industry insiders added.
Bangladesh's apparel exports to
the United States, its single-
largest export destination, also
suffered a deeper setback during
the first four months of this year.
Bangladesh exported garment
products worth US$2.64 billion
during the January-April period
of 2026, registering an 11.21 per
cent decline, according to official
data from the US Office of /
Textiles and Apparel (OTEXA).
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RMG exports to EU record

steepest fall, shrink 19.4pc

Moinul Haque

BANGLADESH suffered the
largest decline among major
apparel-exporting  nations
- supplying the European
- Union during the first four
months of 2026, as weaken-
ing demand and intensifying
competition reshaped sourc-
ing patterns on the bloc’s
garment market.

According to data re-
leased by Eurostat, the sta-

tistical office of the Europe- 8

an Union, on June 15, total
+ EU apparel imports fell by
© 104 per cent year-on-year
. between January and April,
" declining from approximate-
ly 31 billion euros to 27.8
billion euros.

During  January-April,
Bangladesh exported ready-
made garments worth 6.09

illion euros to the EU,
down from 7.55 billion eu-
ros in the corresponding
period of 2025. The decline
of 1.47 billion euros repre-
sented a 19.4 per cent con-
traction.

As a consequence, Bang-

Afile photo shows workers sewing clothes at a readymade garment factory in Dhaka. — Md Saurav

ladesh’s share of total EU ap-
parel imports fell from 24.4
per cent to 21.9 per cent,
marking the largest market-
share loss among the bloc’s
leading suppliers.
Apparel exporters said
that exports were declin-
ing due to global economic
uncertainty, high interest

rates, port inefficiencies and

geopolitical tensions, which
had reduced global demand
and work orders.

They noted that while
the slowdown was affect-
ing all manufacturing coun-
tries, Bang]adesh was losing
competitiveness in a tighter
global market. :

The country remained
the EU’s second-largest ap-

parel source after China,
but the gap between the two
suppliers widened consider-
ably during the period.

The decline was evident
across both major product
categories.

Knitwear - exports
dropped by 20.1 per cent
to 3.45 billion euros from

Continued on B3 Col, 1
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Bangladesh
showcases
RMG products
at Sydney expo

Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Dhaka

BANGLADESH has show-
cased its mady—made garment
products and export potential
at the Global Sourcing Expo
2026 in Sydney, seeking to

expand trade opportumhes
and strengthen commercial
ties with Australia.

The three-day interna-
; tional exhibition, running
+ from June 16 to 18, is being
- held under the sponsorship
of the Export Promotion Bu-
reau and the management of
the Bangladesh High Com-
mission in Australia.

Bangladesh high commis-
sioner to Australia FM Borhan
Uddin inaugurated the coun-
u'y’s pavilion featuring 11

stalls representing Bangladeshi
manufacturers, accord-
to a message received here.

Commercial  Counsel-
lor Rony Chakma and Julie
Holt, chief executive officer
of the organising company,
attended the inaugural cere-
mony alongside representa-
tives of participating Bang-
ladeshi firms and Australian
importers.

More than 600 exhibitors
from 20 countries are taking
part in the expo, regarded as
Australia’s premier interna-
tional sourcing exhibition
for apparel, footwear, tex-
tiles, fashion accessories and
home furnishing products.

highlight Bﬂnslﬂ
desh‘s manuf
pabilities, a seminar tltled
“Bangladesh RMG and Oth-
er Emerging Sectors: Sus-
tainable Manufacturing and
New Horizons for Australia- |
- Bangladesh Trade” will be |
held on June 17. ﬂ\
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Bangladesh Secures 6 Prestigious Awards at China-South Asia Expo

Tuesday, 16 June 2026, 02:20 PM

N -
-
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Bangladesh achieved a lustone malestone at the 10th Cluna-South Asia Expo and the 30th China Kunmung lmport-Export Fawr 2026, securnng six prestigious awards as the international trade event concluded in Kunmng on Tuesday.
According 10 a press release, the country’s participation was recognized actoss four distnct categories, highlighting Bangladesh's growing presence u regional and global trade promotion mnatives

The Export Promouon Bureau (EPB) of Bangladesh was honored with the ‘Outstanding Exlubiion Organizer” award.

EPB Director Mohammiad Waresh Hossam and Deputy Director Md_ Ratiqul Islam received the accolade in the presence of Ridwanur Rahman, the First Secretary (Commercial) of the Bangladesh Consulate 1n Kuaming

In the “Best Exhubitor” category. three promunent Bangladeshy orgamzations—Aarong, Sustamable Bangladesh, and Clay Image—were honored for their outstanding participanon

Furthermore, Bangtadesh recerved accolades for “Best Pavilion” and "Best Booth Design”. reflecung the high quality and creativaty of s national exhibinion showease

The closing and award distnibution ceremony was attended by Sua Ming, the Deputy Director General of the Commerce Department of Yunnan Province, who served as the chuef guest.

The hugh-profile expo, which commenced on June 11 at the Dianelut Intemational Convention & Extubition Centre, featured Bangladesh prominently as the official Theme Country.

The Bangladesh Pavilion was jounly waugurated by Bangladesh's Minister for Commerce, Industnes, Texules and Jute, Khandaker Abdul Mukiadis, and the Govemor of Yunnaa Province, Wang Yubo,

The grand imsoguration cercoaouy was atieuged by a bugh-lex <l Bangladeshn delegation, wcludiog Deputy Speaker of Parliament Bamster Kasser Kamal, Menibers of Parlianent Akder Hossain, Md. Khaled Hossain Mahbub, and Sullaua Jesium, 35 well as Bangladesh Ambassador 1o China
Md Naznul slam :

Also in artendance were EPB Vice-Chauman and Cheef Executive Officer Mohamnad Hasan Anf the Consul General of Bangladesh in Kunming, sentor govemment officials, and prontinent business leaders,

Speaking ata cructal sudeline eveat uled "Big Masket for All Export 1o China”, EPB Viee-Chainman and CEQ Mobamensd Hasan Anf highlighted Bangladesh's immense export poteatial, lucrative mvestment opportunities, and rapidly expanding trada relations with China.
Markung s highes-er pacipanoa o the storyoftheexpo Bungldesh wasepresented by 175 delegates o 101 stutions s g

Thie second day of the fair was oificslly observed as “Bangladesh Day” o bonor the nation's pivotal role i the event

According to the organuzess, lhemsmemI:o:@lugrﬂuumd2}00t:lulumﬁw68cm.mugmmughhlphfwnfwndghmmuﬂmmpﬂumhaﬂw

high-end, added |

\.' m«"‘\ E{ "fﬂ'mmmthat Auring iftamo ik ft.,..:... RS
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Bangladesh wins six awards
at China-South Asia expo

Business Doesh

Bangladesh secured six prestigious
awards at the '10th China-South Asia
Expo'and the "30th Ching Kunming
Import-LExport Fair 2026, marking
a4 significant achicve-
ment as the internas
tional trade event that
coneluded in Kunming
on Puesday.

The country's partic-
ipation was recopnized
across four categories,
highlighting
HBangladesh's growing
presence i regional
andd o plobal  rade
Promation unbalings,
said @ press release here,

The Export Promouon Bureau
(EPB) received the "Outstanding
Lxhbition Organizer” award.

EPB Director  Mohammad

Waresh  Hossain and  Deputy
Director Md, Rafiqul Islam received

the award in the presence of

Bangladesh  Consulate's  First
Sceretary  (Commercial)  in
Kunming, Ridwanur Rahman,

4

0 W

EMiNA KUNMING IMPO

In the "Best Exhibitor” category,
three Bangladeshi organizations -
Aarong, Sustainable Bangladesh and
Clay hnage - were honored lor their
outstanding participation,

1M
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China-South
Asia Expo
concludes;
Bangladesh
wins six
awards

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

The 10th China-South Asia
Expo and the 30th China .
Kunming Import and
Export Fair 2026 concluded
on Tuesday, with Bangla-
desh securing six awards in
four categories,

The Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB) of Bangladesh
received the “Outstanding
[Exhibition Organizer”
award at the closing ceremo-
ny, according to a press
release,

EPB Director Moham-
mad Waresh Hossain and
Deputy Director Md Rafiqul
Islam accepred the award on
behalt” of the organisation,
First Secretary (Commercial)
at the Bangladesh Consulate
in  Kunming  Ridwanur
-Rahman was also present,

Three Bangladeshi or-
ganisations—-Aarong,  Sus-
tainable Bangladesh and
Clay  Image-were recog-
nised as “Best Exhibitors”.
Bangladesh also received
awards for “Best Pavilion”
and “Best Booth Design”,

Sun Ming, deputy dircc-
tor general of the Commerce
Department  of  Yunnan
Province, auended  the
closing  ceremony as  the
chief” guest and presented
the awards.

The expo was inaugurat-
edon 11 Juneat the Dianchi
International  Convention
and Exhibition Centre in
Kunming, China, where
Bangladesh participated as
the theme country, The in-
auguration was jointly at-
tended by Commerce Min-
ister  Khandakar Abdul
Muktadir and Yunnan
Province Governor Wang
Yubo.

Suf roen
o 1A clerad
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