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Bonded warehouse facilities
to cover all exporters. Khosru

POLICY REFORMS 's:@‘ FDI, INCENTIVES

The government will allow all exporters
to import required materials duty-free for
the production of export items, Finance
and Planning Minister Amir Khosru

i ?f';ﬁd‘?;éwe““eii?e ® Bonded warehouse - © Bond audits onlyonce @ Reforms planned to
facilities will be extended to any exporter benefits to be extended 3- Is | attract more foreign
producing goods for overseas markets, every yea ' g
not just the garments industry, he said at toall exporters investment

a pre-budget roundtable organised by the o Duty_free import facility ® Govt priOﬁtises Clltting

Dhaka Forum Initiative at Hotel Sarina in

Dhaka. - business costs @ Industry seeks incentives
et o g e e 10 SO ' " forproducts madeof
We are si; i carrt?r sm;1 hfy1e 1 theJ rule. - BaCk'tO'baCk Lc support 0 Deregl“ation'to be | '

and regulg:tliitims gn nItJe expgrtmg an fOI' new export sectors . o g0 _as ' mal'l-made ﬁbre

product from Bangla)éoash will be a]loweg ' | blggest bUdget Initiative

to use bonded warehouse facilies” @ Annual bond licence
Khosms 0. renewal to be scrapped

This would allow exporters in
promising sectors such as jewellery and
diamond cutting to avail themselves of
bonded warehouse facilities under back-
to-back LC arrangements, according to
the minister.

He added that sweepmg changes to the
bond licence renewal process will be made
to improve the ease of doing business.

“Businesses will no longer need to
renew bond licences every year,” he said.

et < INGT S TP 2 S e T




a pre-budget roundtable organised by the
Dhaka Forum Initiative at Hotel Sarina in
Dhaka.

“We will no longer tolerate any form
of harassment over bonded warehouses.
We are significantly simplifying the rules
and regulations. Anyone exporting any
product from Bangladesh will be allowed
to use bonded warehouse facilities,”
Khosru said.

This would allow exporters in
promising sectors such as jewellery and
diamond cutting to avail themselves of
bonded warehouse facilities under back-
to-back LC arrangements, according to
the minister.

He added that sweeping changes to the
bond licence renewal process will be made
to improve the ease of doing business.

“Businesses will no longer need to
renew bond licences every year,” he said.
“Even the annual audit requirement is
being removed. Instead, audits will be
conducted only once every three or five
years,” the minister said.

Stating that there was a lot of
opposition to extending the facilities to
other sectors, Khosru said, “But I have
made it clear that no excuses will be
accepted. Those engaged in exports will
receive this facility without any tariffs or
duties.”

The finance minister said the highest
level of corruption occurs in taxation,
which is why the government is placing
the greatest emphasis on digitising the
tax system.

“We can no longer -allow businesses
to bear huge costs from the time goods
arrive at ports until they are released.
Reducing the cost of doing business is one

f

e Duty-free import facility
for export production

@ Back-to-back LC support
for new export sectors

e Annual bond licence
renewal to be scrapped

of our key priorities,” he added.

Simeen Rahman, group CEO of
Transcom, said deregulation and reducing
the cost of doing business are essential for
Bangladesh’s growth.

“That is the biggest impediment to
actual growth,” she said, referring to
bureaucratic red tape and inefficiency.

She stressed that attracting foreign
direct investment requires reforms
in taxation, transparency and the
simplification of processes.

Tanvir Ghani, special assistant to the
prime minister for investment and capital
market affairs, said the government

!

T UUVL PIIVIILIOUY vuktury

business costs

@ Deregulation to be
biggest budget initiative

is prioritising deregulation to attract
investment and support the country’s
next generation of businesses.

“The biggest initiative being taken
in this budget is deregulation,” he said,
adding that entrepreneurs are “just fed up
even before they’ve opened their factories
and businesses because of red tape.”

“When the announcements are made
on defegulation in the next few weeks, I
think you’ll all be happy,” he added.

Sharif Zahir, managing .director
of Ananta Group, demanded special
incentives for man-made fibre products
to ensure the sustainable growth of

-

@ Industry seeks incentives
for products made of
man-made fibre

Al-assisted infographic

the garment sector and attract new
investment. :

He also demanded that the bond
licence approval process be made fully
corruption-free and easier.

He added that cotton-based incentives
should be withdrawn and the focus
should shift to new sectors, such as
synthetic fibres and man-made yarns.

“If we provide incentives there, we will
be able to handle the 30 percent tariff
pressure. A five-year special incentive
policy could be introduced, where support
starts at a higher rate and gradually
decreases over time,” he sald
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/ Semiconductor industry
association to hold
- roadshowinUS .. .

' STAR BUSINESS DESK

The Bangladesh Semiconductor Industry
Association (BSIA) will launch the "BSIA
USA Roadshow 20267, a multi-city initiative
under the Silicon River and BRAINGAIN
programmes, -in the US today, aimed at
strengthening  Bangladesh’s  engagement
with the global semiconductor ecosystem and
mobilising Bangladeshi-origin technology
leaders worldwide.

The roadshow will cover major
semiconductor and innovation hubs in the US
from June 5 to 13, beginning in Austin, Texas,
and concluding in Portland, Oregon, according
to a press release. _

The event will bring together semiconductor
companies, universities, accelerators,
entrepreneurs, researchers, investors,

i ,and members of the Bangladeshi
diaspora across the United States.

MA Jabbar,- president of BSIA, and
Muhammad Mustafa Hussain, a professor at
Purdue University and chief architect of the

. Silicon River Bangladesh Initiative, are leading’

e

the initiative along with members of the
the Embassy of Bangladesh in Washington, DC.

BRAINGAIN is a_global network of -
Bangladeshi-origin professionals, while Silicon.
River is a strategic initiative dedicated to’

connecting Bangladesh with leading global
technology ecosystems.

The BSIA USA Roadshow 2026 is part of the
broader Silicon River Initiative, a long-term
effort to connect Bangladesh with leading
global technology ecosystems through talent
development, industry partnerships, research
collaboration, entrepreneurship, innovation,
and strategic international engagement.

Over the past year, the Silicon River
Initiative has supported several strategic
p including the National
Semiconductor Symposium,

the BEAR
Summit, semiconductor workforce
development initiatives, BRAINGAIN, CREST,

BASICS, STAR Facility planning, international

industry engagement, and mobilisation of the

global Bangladeshi technology diaspora.
“Through Silicon River and BRAINGAIN, we

are building bridges between global expertise
said. |
“Our goal is to create .

| for
future generations, strength

ecosystem, and position Bangladesh as a
meaningful participant in the technologies
that will shape the future,” headded.
Prof Hussain said the future of Bangladesh’s
semiconductor ecosystemwill depend on talent,
partperships, and sustained collaboration.
“This roadshow is designed to strengthen -
relationships with global industry leaﬁ
universities, entrepreneurs, investors, and -
the Bangladeshi diaspora while creating

pathways for knowledge exchange, workiorce
development, mnova%eon‘:' and long-term
ecosystem growth,” he added.

The roadshow is expected to strengthen
ties between Bangladesh and the global
semiconductor industry while creating new
opportunities for collaboration in chip desig
advanced packaging, artificial intelligence

P

entrepreneurship, technology transfer, and




LDC graduation
deferral decision
‘due September

FHM HUMAYAN KABIR

' ber whether it
ladesh is expected to learn by Septem 5
:?ﬁ?gét additional time b)efnre gra":i;:il;:g tgi?ﬁali?::ts .
- Devel Country (LDC) status, | _
| Eu?rz:g;dreviewtrré its request for a deferral amid economic

challenges and ongoing reform efforts.

i UNGA) s expected to
United Nations General Assembly ( ec
e e o 1 Soginciliag s v

officials said on Thursday.

Y-

: ' two-and-a-
untry may recejve an additional two to ?
E:I:;:arst?o pre’;:are for its transition to developing

country status _frn_r:n':t_s cun;zent |
LDC classification, they said. _ to .
Officials at the Economic UN bOdigS . |
Relations Division (ERD) said determine s
the executivabodydf’g!::. = Bangladesh's |
United Nations Committee for o |
Development Policy (UNCDP) - tmnsitwn |
' - the Economic and Social exmlswn m'-e |
. determine the deferral request wlﬁ'w’ |
- and specify the length of the appro .
extended preparatory period.
The decision would then be

submitted to the UNGA-for final approval, likely at its

session in September this year, they added. ko
- "An ECOSOC meeting will be helhd o:j?::nng:a“n:ege:i s
i y not be placed at the immediat: . |
L:?lzmd be discussed at a meeting in late July. We will
then know the specific duration of the LDC graduation

deferral," a senior ERD official said.

He said that although the proposed extension pe:i;:d ?:Tuly
likely to become clear followirig the ECOSOC meetunge njuly
the final decision would require approval by the U .

Assembly.

i lied:
' s fellow graduating LDC, Nepal, has also app|
?::‘ agl t:’oef:nd—a-hah;—‘wy;ar deferral of its graduation.
"Since Nepal has requested a twu—and-a-haif—ygafl;r i
extension, the UN may adopt a common approach for -
countries. The deferral period could therefore be betweem
two and two-and-a-half years," another ERD official sa

extension of the preparatory periad, the UNCDP, ina Iev:ter
| sent to the ERD Secretary on June 1, expressed - m:fra |msl'cim|a .
view of the request but did not specify any :

- Bangladesh s curreziy
e 9a\@ 0
statusin November 203an"
Amid global economic shacks, ener
supply constraints, domestic political

oo™

transition and other external challenges, -

Bangladesh submitted its requestto the
United Nations more than two months
ago, seeking additional time before
graduation.
Meanwhile, the UNCDP has attached
several conditions to its consideration of
Bangladesh'srequest.
The Committee underscored the
importance of domestic reforms, including
measures to stabilise the financial sector,
strengthen domestic resource
mobilisation through higher taxrevenue
collection, and prioritise expenditures that
enhance resilience and support economic
transformation.
"Without significantlyadvanclng onsuch
reforms, it is difficult to see how an
extension of the preparatory period
requested by Bangladesh would contribute
toamore sustainable graduation and 3

|
In response to Bangladesh's request for a three-year ,_

i

|

|

L

smooth transition, Hence, the extension’
should not be viewed as a pauseor
justification for delaying reforms," the .
Committee said.
The Committee advised that any extension
should serve as a catalyst for accelerating
reformsand implementing smooth
transition measures, particularly those
aimed at strengthening productive
Capacities, promoting ecoriomic
diversification and preparing the private
sector for graduation.
It noted that these measures fequire
careful sequencing and sustained
attention throughout both the preparatory
and post-graduation transition periods.
Inits letter to the ERD Secretarydated June
1,the CDP also indicated that a shorter
extension of the preparatory period would
appear more conducive to ensuring a
sustainable graduation process,
Earlier, on Tuesday, the ERD saidin a
statement that the UNCDP had expressed
a "positive position regarding
Bangladesh's request to extend its

The Financial Express
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Preparatory period for graduation from the
LDC category until November 24,2029,
Inits assessment report, however, the CDP
noted that Bangladesh's request fora
three-year extension was consistent with
theapproach taken in all five previous
cases where graduating countries had
received extensions to their preparatory
periods. ;
The Committee acknowledged the
heightened uncertainty arising from
external shocks and recognised the need
foradditional time to adjust policies and
establish priorities under the Smooth
Transition Strategy (STS). \
Atthe same time, it highlighted the risk
that, fora.country that had met the
graduation criteria by a comfortable
margin, prolongingits stay in the LDC
category could delay the benefits
associated with graduation,
The UNCDP has already recommended three
countries for graduation: ~+ LDCstatus in
2026 --Bangladesh,Ne; < - .* . “pR.
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All ex‘poi'ters to get bonded "

warehouse facilities: Khosru

BUSINESS - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Businesses will no
longer be required _
to renew bonded
warehouse licences
annually, he says -

The government plans to extend
bonded warehouse facilities to all
export-oriented industries, ending a
long-standing policy that primarily
benefited the readymade garment
sector, said Finance and Planning
Minister Amir Khosru Mahmud
Chowdhury. IS

The move is part of a broader de-
regulation drive aimed at boosting
exports, reducing business costs and

encouraging the growth of non-tradi-
tional sectors, he said at a pre-budget
roundtable organised by the Dhaka
Forum Initiative on Wednesday.

“Anybody exportinganything from
Bangladesh will be given permission
for bonded warehouses. It’s not just
garments anymore,” Khosru said.

The minister said exporters across
sectors, including gold jewellery

and other high-value manufactured
goods, will be eligible for bonded
warehouse facilities and back-to-
back letter of credit (LC) support.

According to the minister, the
government intends to make the
scheme more accessible while re-
ducing administrative burdens and
opportunities for harassment.

He said businesses will no longer
be required to renew bonded ware-
house licences annually. Instead,
audits will be conducted once every
three to five years.

“There will be no harassment on
bond anymore. We will not allow
that,” he said. :

- Khosru said the government
wants to create an environment
where sectors such as jewellery
manufacturing, diamond process-
ing and other export industries can
grow without being constrained by
cumbersome regulations and import
duties on raw materials. '




