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The committee, constituted
through a separate gazette

notification issued by the Prime
Minister’s Office on June 9, will
recommend measures to help
businesses secure loans against
leasehold interests and other rights
linked to government-owned
properties.

Chaired by the minister
overseeing the ministries of
commerce, industries, and textiles
and jute, the committee includes
representatives from the Finance
and Planning Ministry, Bangladesh
Bank, the Finance Division and
the Public-Private Partnership
Authority.

It will also advise state-owned
financial institutions, ir‘lcluding
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government land.

The moves come amid growing
calls from businesses to reduce
procedural  delays, improve
regulatory efficiency and ease
access to financing.

Entrepreneurs  have  long
complained  that  obtaining
approvals from multiple agencies
increases both the time and cost
of setting up businesses, while
firms operating on government
land often struggle to secure bank
financing despite holding long-
term leases.

The latest budget includes
measures to improve the investment
climate, including issuing business
licences through a digital single-
window platform within seven

days, expanding digital tax and VAT

try of Textiles and Jute will
(tee.
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saying faster approvals and
improved access to financing could
help strengthen the country’s
competitiveness as an investment
destination.

Taskeen Ahmed, president of
the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, said the initiative
reflects the government's stated
commitment to promoting a
private sector-led economy.

“The proposal to issue licences
and clearances within seven days
could significantly improve the
ease of doing business,” he said.

Ahmed said the government
appeared to recognise the

importance of investment
promotion in accelerating
economic  growth. However,

he noted that the success of

Kamran T Rahman, president
of the Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, also
welcomed the move.

“We view such initiatives
positively,” he  said. “The
government has announced a
number of promising measures. If /|
these are implemented effectively,
they will certainly benefit
businesses.”

Rahman said businesses have
long faced a high cost of doing
business, partly because securing
permits and approvals often takes

considerable time.

“Ift these processes are
digitalised, approvals can be
obtained much faster and

businesses will begin to see the
benefits sooner.” he said.
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The committee, constituted
through a separate gazette
notification issued by the Prime
Minister’s Office on June 9, will
recommend measures to help
businesses secure loans against
leasehold interests and other rights
linked to government-owned
properties.

Chaired by the minister
overseeing the ministries of
commerce, industries, and textiles
and jute, the committee includes
representatives from the Finance
and Planning Ministry, Bangladesh
Bank, the Finance Division and
the Public-Private Partnership
Authority.

It will also advise state-owned
financial institutions, including
Infrastructure Development
Company  Limited (IDCOL)
and Bangladesh Infrastructure
Finance Fund Limited (BIFFL), on
financing projects established on

+ Support to the committee,
Immediate effect,

bank fin
State-owned mills,

government land.

The moves come amid growing
calls from businesses to reduce
procedural .  delays, improve
regulatory efficiency and ease
access to financing.

Entrepreneurs  have  long
complained that obtaining
approvals from multiple agencies
increases both the time and cost
of setting up businesses, while
firms operating on government
land often struggle to secure bank
financing despite holding long-
term leases.

The latest budget includes
measures to improve the investment
climate, including issuing business

licences through a digital single-
window platform within seven
days, expanding digital tax and VAT
services, and offering incentives for
technology and environmentally
friendly industries.

Business leaders welcomed
the formation of the committees,
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saying faster approvals and
improved access to financing could
help strengthen the country's
competitiveness as an investment
destination.

Taskeen Ahmed, president of
the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, said the initiative
reflects the government’s stated
commitment to promoting a
private sector-led economy.

“The proposal to issue licences
and clearances within seven days
could significantly improve the
ease of doing business,” he said.

Ahmed said the government
recognise the
importance of  investment
promotion in accelerating
economic growth. However,
he noted that the success of
the initiative would depend on
effective implementation.

“It is now a matter of seeing how
successfully these measures are
carried out,” he said.

appeared  to

Kamran T Rahman, president
of the Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, also

welcomed the move.
“We view such initiatives
positively,” ~ he  said.  “The

government has announced a |
number of promising measures. If-|

these are implemented effectively,
they will certainly benefit
businesses.”

Rahman said businesses have
long faced a high cost of doing
business, partly because securing
permits and approvals often takes
considerable time.

“If these processes are
digitalised, approvals can be
obtained much faster and
businesses will begin to see the
benefits sooner,” he said.

He added that online services
would reduce the need for
entrepreneurs to visit government
offices re
time and money.

repeatedly, saving both,
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Sustainable plastic, packaging
crucial for high-value exports

Stakeholders say the industry should adapt quickly to global shift

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Bangladesh’s plastic and packagmg
industry could unlock significant export
opportunities, but only if it adapts quickly
to the global shift towards sustainability,
industry leaders and policymakers said
yesterday.

Speaking at a seminar titled
“Bangladesh’s New Export Frontier:
Sustainable Packaging Industry” at
InterContinental Dhaka, they said
environmental compliance is rapidly
becoming a prerequisite for market access
rather than a competitive advantage.

Presenting the keynote paper, Khaled
Mahmud, a professor at the Institute of
Business Administration (IBA) of Dhaka
University, said sustainability now ranks
alongside cost, pmduct protection and
shelf appeal in buyers’ decisions.

“What a product is wrapped in is no
longer merely a procurement decision.
It is increasingly a matter of market
access, brand reputation and regulatory
compliance,” he said.

According to him, Bangladeshs
plastics industry has grown into a major
manufacturing sector, meeting about 83
percent of domestic demand. The local
market is estimated at $4 billion, while
the broader industry is valued at $6 billion
to $7 billion and employs around 15 lakh
people.

Tha coortnr contrilbiitee vonichly 1

Reviilation

(PPWR).

under .

COMPLIANCE  RECYCLING
PRESSURE  CHALLENGES

Jirect plastic * EU rules raise Weak traceab

which responsibility for managing packaging require packaging materials to contain at




“Bangladesh’s New Export Frontier:
Sustainable Packaging Industry” at
InterContinental Dhaka, they said
environmental compliance is rapidly
becoming a prerequisite for market access
rather than a competitive advantage.

Presenting the keynote paper, Khaled
Mahmud, a professor at the Institute of
Business Administration (IBA) of Dhaka
University, said sustainability now ranks
alongside cost, product protection and
shelf appeal in buyers’ decisions.

“What a product is wrapped in is no
longer merely a procurement decision.
It is increasingly a matter of market
access, brand reputation and regulatory
compliance,” he said.

According to him, Bangladesh’s
plastics industry has grown into a major
manufacturing sector, meeting about 83
percent of domestic demand. The local
market is estimated at $4 billion, while
the broader industry is valued at $6 billion
to $7 billion and employs around 15 lakh
people.

The sector contributes roughly 1

percent to GDP and accounts for only 0.5
percent of global plastic and packaging
trade, he added.
' Healsosaid direct exports reached about
$200 million in the latest fiscal year, while
another $900 million worth of plastic
and packaging products were exported
indirectly through the garment sector.

Mahmud  identified tightening
regulations in export markets, weak
traceability in recycling, high costs. of
sustainable production and Bangladesh’s
graduation from least-developed country
status as the industry’s key challenges.

He pointed to the European Union's
Packaging and Packaging Waste

He called for policy support and a review of
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Regulation (PPWR), under = which
packaging sold in the bloc will need to
meet recyclability and recycled-content
requirements from 2030.

“Packaging that cannot demonstrate
recyclability and recycled content may
simply become unsellable in the European
Union,” he said. ,

Md Nuruzzaman, additional secretary
at the Ministry of Industries, said the
government would consider industry
recommendations while aligning policies
with sustainability standards.

He stressed the need for safer, greener
packaging and called for the introduction
of Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR), under which producers would share

responsibility for managing packaging
waste.

"Md Razzaqul Islam, deputy secretary
and director of the Business Promotion
Council at the commerce ministry, said
the sector’s global footprint remains well
below its potential despite its growing
capabilities.

He noted that packaging has been
named the ministry’s “Product of the
Year” and urged businesses to invest in
recycling and waste collection systems
as environmental compliance becomes
increasingly important for exports.

Kamruzzaman Kamal, marketing
director of Pran-RFL Group, said many
export markets, particularly in Europe, now

solutions, he said.
Bangladesh

Plastic

duty structures to encourage i
mssgsﬁtaingble packaging. ey RS
us Sami Alamgir, president of th
Banglgdf.:sh Flexible Packaging Industrieg
Association (BFPIA), said packaging
has evohred from a supporting service
Into a critical component of modern
ma‘xnzrl.xttl'a:cturing.
ith the global packaging market
mﬁl _ltrilli&n, Bangladesh has
n nity expand exports
significantly if it can position itselfp;s a

rreliable s;._lpplier of sustainable packaging

Goods
Manufacturers & Exporters Associatior

President Shamim Ahmed :
’ said
Bangladesh’s packaging indus:ry
already. supplies multinational
soglgames& including Nestlé, Unilever
nd Coca-Cola, and m i i
ol g eets international
He urged policymakers to recognise
deqmed exports and extend incentives
saying the sector has the potential to
attract foreign investment, diversify
exports and become a stro; i
i nger contributor

require packaging materials to contain at
least 25 percent recycled content.

Bangladesh recycles large volumes of
plastic waste, but the quality of recycled
materials often falls short of international
food-safety and compliance standards, he
said.

Without better recycling technology
and higher-quality recycled inputs,
exporters risk losing access to premium
markets, he added.

Debabrata Roy Chowdhury, director
of legal, regulatory and corporate affairs

_ at Nestlé Bangladesh, said local suppliers

capable of meeting global standards are

well positioned to serve internatiomal

markets.
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‘BB eases forex rules
for online exports

Bangladesh Bank has relaxed foreign-exchange regulations to
support business-to-consumer (B2C) export, enabling local
exporters to sell products directly to overseas buyers through
globally recognised online marketplaces and e-commerce
platforms. '

Under the new regulations, Bangladeshi exporters are now
allowed to list and display their products on international
online marketplaces and digital platforms accessible to
foreign consumers.

Exporters will be permitted to undertake small-value exports
of up to US$5,000 per transaction on a Cost and Freight (CFR)
basis, according to a notification issued by the Bangladesh

Bank (BB) on Monday.
o The central bank has also
Exporters can waived the requirement for
s ol L TH 8 an Export (EXP) Form for
now -se" - . shipments valued at up to
products directly B
\ payment is received in
to overseas advance through banking
consumers | channels or authorised
th oh olobal digital payment systems.
th l'Ollgh gIObal According to the
e-commerce notification, the new
Pl atforms framework allows shipping
documents to be issued
directly in the name of

foreign buyers, making the export process more streamlined
and consumer-friendly. ' :
The BB has further permitted refunds to overseas customers
in cases involving product returns or quality-related claims.
In addition, exporters will be allowed to remit funds for
subscription, registration, membership and other service-
related fees payable to online marketplaces, subject to
existing foreign exchange regulations.
Market insiders said the latest move by the central bank is
expected to provide a significant boost to cross-border e-
commerce and help Bangladeshi exporters reach international
consumers more directly. '
They noted that the new rules will allow exporters to sell
products directly through global online platforms without first
shipping goods to overseas marketplace operators, a /,-"'
requirement that often
| existed under the traditional
business-to-business-to-
consumer (B2B2C) model.
The policy is also expected to
reduce operational barriers
for small and medium-sized
exporters seeking to access
international retail markets
and diversify export channels
through digital commerce.
siddique.islam@gmail.comt
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