Ry

06 JUN 2028

Srta wTom wEE
wﬁﬁﬁmeﬁi

Wmaﬁmmmm
e o R, SWE e Agn BT
SEel NiET @Pet ©EEE I @
ies =l e, o Sy weg CleiEr
47 @I I A | IR TS ARES
TRe AP S ANF, 9T T©
fRrTass, RIS HLIDH € WHANRDE

m@aaﬁﬁﬁm

(OIS BITRoE g 92 Jfoes AT
ofS (T+a 2eg 891d >0 (AT FANT SR
oy wWiohe W GArE I8E S
el IEAEY e, @ o
e O Teafirs were aifees fFrEe
o5 zrarR| @ WEE crIetE @ SiferEe
LG FCACR)

Wzﬁwaﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁmﬁw@)
AEwEE 2 AREEN PR TR 9od
onrEa fofers, A Sitdfes difees oo
mﬁwamqﬁsﬁwmmwim
SISO O 9% AR (5B PR | |
A G T 20, T TGAE e (TG 1S
s 41fes 6@ |

@ 9ifden @ NRaifieE-RemEsm
e, (AfE FeeaEaEEE U@ fFreEs,

sy sefedrel 8 auW ﬁiﬁ
W(ﬁi@)mmeﬁmﬁm
wem JmrEeR o Refba ek caree
*CE g7 Q@ T R aﬁww
R o aafb yfeE )’
SESIoE A AR (2GS FICTH
tafirs fooia o, e 2 b qu =
TrE @ Ao R, 3 205 FAEE
- S S x4 Y @R @A A S
e @Re ed. seFIR
Fa%s 27| GF N AACR S, ﬁ:ﬁ‘r
@ Wy @k AP
THAEE SeN 928 e S
’ oo o (2%) fea @Il
% T RemeiE 7o e
{ DI ST 228 (EREe
=R FANCEE] A IR 084 AT
RormEa (A Ied o New @ R |
DI SIS I e e vt TR |
SIS S0F MAE G Py
ofe &fodl Fa0e |
seEey Fhem (26 e, GEYE
| W% SIEE @ P Sl | @2 A
o o dgR  GIMGEE S 2eH
. aferpien @fs Frerda SRer RGeS
AR @8 pied Sger k@R TewA

Wmmwﬁm
ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ@@ﬁmﬁﬂbomml
ZORAPHIE SR

| % ST 2 ISR A e ad
et e SRe O A, A 92 %




b7 IO SRR W AR (OB PR | |
A S 4 TR, T e G 7S
RIS Ao I ¢ |

SEIfoT =W A (W2Gwe) TR
e TR s, s 3 @S av @
NS @RS o P, 3 2050 AETH
QeieId & 3q @Y @ @ W SR
e @SR A aeFEAl
2a%S T | G N AR SeoAm, ol
M 6 W&y R AR :

* goangy seN g% e SRR
oo o () e 9
wxfafia FANCEAGH] P4l TACR| 04 AT
o (A IR 7o Aew @ RfiE
8 IR e fRdiae Far AR |
PPN GRIC TAE! (RET Set wiefER
ST ST B @ Py

Sia AfeD! Fa0s LA

o Ffrw (2R e, ST
g SCEE @ B afe | 992 AR

L aegiee TRRiER e g i
m‘pﬁ%a’ﬂ m'@—i{)-@ @A
T3 AT ST TR A1) TR IbE WS,




Wa@ﬁrﬁmﬁm
ﬁf&rﬁmﬁm—m—l 5

LT A, Il

s a8ifRre Ry s s@ | vw=e
GF (O SR @Yl TGS A A
Crefore AN “LE AST TS wE
- | HETS 2030~ 3 SILIRLAT SAN S0 TTH
(GETiR-«ieE) SRS et i FSifH
AR AT © *S12™ TR

St AN ©Rred ISR (o
iR, A afFaere «a, IH0 A0 e
| SAGHEY, DGR GOl «GFe BINGl G
BINgETe P IS Fenel o@ 2ifEs
2TeE AW N @R

I Saz= g (2F19) o2 S,
e wefqeras gElR (e «ieEm e
JIEN (AT SRS 38y @b ¢y #
WA wElaa i AQW AR @7 W
20%8-3¢ R G2 T I@I ZEfRE
sed @I qy &l SerEd A1 & BAEIE
@i e © WIS 8% *ete | _

woiffe aeifvere aww, [y
A o9 SRS A a8 495 @S
etz | «e lgerineE ool srel
TR WAL IRIfATeS e STeel v
et #AfafEfon Tnfs =re #a |

FEME 77 2035-33 GLIRF SO
IGE Sov @I TanEm 25 s Fa

T | R B B2 28 i 0w | o g

T SIARLA OIFe fRe IRAATT BN I28
QI TR 9% TN @IS squ @i

wmwa@ﬁ@.mmm.

GERIE S oI @ |
. TS SR RET TR SIS S

CFHF JRENT AT LTS foF wHER

Ry arEr FEere | TS IEE A ™
8 Q GH MRS, AMACT, ABAD, Gel-
o A%, 2BE A0 ¢ IgA SHER
TeifTe RfdfFe o oFs| 7@ 5 W9
FHLB AENACH AT SrwifAg
wmaﬁmﬁmw
G OFS |
ffufay sad, A% @ GRS
FieEa (AF Fedwid W S Al
4l A | @ A4y Oy oriioa TR
eoEl v iy a@ifN FEres 3|
SR A 8 Skl IR, PoA

wqwm@mﬁmwﬁwmi
A @C WS GifeE Shrie
SLIEE AW CNIEE Sy AW WA F6E,

. OiNg 8 FIEEIAE Afowen @ Giberel (ofd
AR, e qeafesl N gy
SIS A BRME

T WA 2] AN

ST AT, AT (BT TS HIS SRMA

IR QAR &A1 5 *SIL T |
6 ermelm W WA
ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ?{tﬂ'ﬂ' iR werife wee 'lﬁhr

Sl ﬁﬁﬁm&ﬁﬁaﬁrww
Sor fite =@ f5f 2w, Tede R
mwmﬁq@tﬂmﬁm
e om, 99oim e iRy s
A | O TN YT OIS 3! SIFCR|

SIS qEeT fToim 92R @I ey
P effergrens 2w | 5e1fe wisfaza &2 So
I @ ACS Y95 7SI T3E sv @I v
M G, I S 5@ G2 TS

THfE Ly ¥ TN |

@3 Y YOIy 928 IS Ay H151 AG
G AGGTS Ao 7&1A 23R O @If Tz,
[ G qREAT 9L AT FeTR 38
MO N | WO TLLEE G2 AN A
Zeafe S¢ (@16 CeiEa 2o |

01wt B e B 2 2 B (G G
IR 7 AmifeE e, ABHAerd
oY G IS Oide| O3 AGEEE A
Ifbea AeTR A (72| O SifSaETel 77
FACS SIATS A SNCABAE SLpis! (ST
oo Faaiad | e

(b 00 | T U (0 1) O 21 e

T TR | TS 2o ) A



YT FAPE, GIT

IS TP U IRA S IR g
2oy 7QifRce Ry SiEe 3@ wHs
(G Nﬂﬂwﬁuiﬂﬁﬂ il ﬁmﬁﬁ‘ﬂ “qq @ .
WRITARGI otend A”IfF e w0 .

T R T e ROt N €0 O g [0 AR FA

(TR~ f2eT) TS AT AT IS oy 3038-3¢ 03
ST TG © TSI TR :

BIEAD) AN Oed GRS
oI, R efEaere #iop, FIo1 A6 8
AGA, BIETIRAN Fol @3 BIel S
BINGIEIS *ed AV FENR| OF TS
LR ASI AT @S

7 Saw eam (2FIR) sy SR,
peife wdaRras el (F GPE Ee
AN (AT OFCO S8Y (@I ¢ AR Fmirg weya- 1% ot
Bl % il Do ey SR 1, SR G
20%8-3¢ TR G2 T IS 2R
sed @16 v #iY Tangd Sn) 3 TR . ----—-“

Q1 TR © TS 82 oA _

aoifie seeRe Ew, QR RCAGATE M0 N6 UG
IR 9 OIS o QT <=5 (@O e wre «=e el g7 wibs
ONR| GrS LHAACTR SfSIdTel THwre! T T T3 AN e
mwaﬁr@wmlm
.Wmﬁﬁmﬁﬁmm AP AR, A (G ST Gt S
o AifafEfen Tafe 2 «i=| . .

IR % 035-33 TLARH OO |

IGNA Sbd I TAFT A I @ T Temid &1F 5D =0 3|

JIENT | GAOE B B2 %E I 0 | O 75 oot aFems AW

1O SIIRLA OIS e AT TEN ge ez R wemfs wewm W

W ARG | 92 AR @S dqu @IS AN &Y GEl@ A, Sired e

" CEER e LI 2W, T SO SR S S| b 2R 1 I S R

SO S IR @Rl =l iy ffte s seeme Fed

1S GfRNE AT TP OFe (e St e 2@ o ataw, sl waaE

e T Fo! Wi % S 01 A R e SIS el simif e

CFAT AT A AT, O W Pae @(F, 9w e ey s

RfEfAcay QIR S SES | TS IRER AT DF | L TEANA TG SIFO ! SIAE |
@ Xq GH AN, AVDAT, ABAer, gel- SIaTs e T 378 @I AAey

R G, AEF AT ¢ IA AFEE P efeFIeTe Ay | GHfS el & so

aeiﬁ'tis (7 OIS AT S WNE It @ QIteR Fio a@1f 2R sv ift v

mwﬁﬁﬁmmﬁ A CATRD, T SN IRET G2 TN

S{C3t AT AT S meﬁawwmw:
wmwmﬁmw OE ATH Gora 728 ASIFA 71y 161 B
tﬁsmm| : 8 AIBES 7o) qEif 2R > @I Ceiag,
Rty o, A6 ¢ GIMRED A SR IEEE G ANEE A 38
mmmwﬁm@mm *OIRH 3 | ST TRLAT G2 HNCH I ASI

Tl A W @A 27 WY orifDa TERER 2R se (@i SAEE An)

TerEl va i @@ T 7@ 1 (e - e T s ) (7154 [ [

ST AV 8 (PINE AN, ST G O SNis qeEe, ABACHT

SPRR, SE-SR q97 @2 AES AT SWeN I9 IS OES! € IR A

O @ AT WO ARSI A B G AP (72| O ASIE

YT FEAALE! W A T4 = | FACS SIF0SA A SIEABAE SOpiol e

T (GC wie G IO Ofts TenEd |
I I IS ST A W B, R awEan ofevm  Biftifer
: 8 TR AACILEn @ @ibverol (ofd  SILaAl AfAbIeTe A CONeT CIAES
AR, ol e AGesl 6N g7y AW, © —m‘@ﬁ'«saﬂﬁm w%a
R, ap wlm B

39 19 AFR SlFe & ( ) AR

f&fen Rty Qs S T aEnaT ¥R TEaET JF 9oy wntﬁgf—vnmm|

. Qa2 e SREICS Ao AIEH SIS IS 9.
Rl @eba AN @A TR JNLENCATR A1 FTRBARCETE FC

LA (A SIATS AR @R @I AR | S| e, @ ARFERCS w3 Gew
W (S (T | HAfS- WYIREE &N S0 mﬁmwﬁmmmw
T o @I TaEe (o i aeif v eMiaaE), JRRENa ¢ Afemed) |
AR, I ISR LA GPL IR ¢ @IS WWWWWWM/




4 The Financial Express
06 JUN 2026

el e

Visit of H.E. Mr. Hakan Fidan
Foreign Minister of the Republic of Tiirkiye

Minister Hakan Fidan speaks at a joint press conference with his
;:;gs:diosﬁgﬂnte';paﬂ Dr Khalilur Rahman in the city on Friday. —bdnews24.com

Bangladesh-Tiirkiye talks on cooperation
FTA, investment in textiles,
defence industry figure high

Bang[ad‘_‘egih‘s Foreign

B it N S ——

relations between the two countries, which
have sought to broaden cooperation beyond*
traditional diplomatic engagementinto trade,
investment, technology transfer and regional
security.

"We discussed the possibility of a Free-Trade
Agreement and, alternatively, a Preferential
Trade Agreement," Rahman said, describing
economic cooperation as a key pillar.of
Bangladesh's foreign policy under the
government of Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman.

The host foreign minister said both sides
agreed that bilateral trade remained well
below its potential despite steady growth in
recent years, Current annual trade stands at
approximately $1.3 billion, and both
governments expressed a desire to raise that
figure to $2.0 billion.

As part of that effort, Dhaka invited Turkish
businesses to invest in Bangladesh's private
and special economic zones and offered
support for establishing a dedicated Turkish
special economic zone in the country.
Rahman highlighted numerous sectors like
textiles and apparel, defence manufacturing,

. i :

o) Dhaka offers spl { MoU on cultural
Bangladesh and Tiirkiye economic zone for | cooperation

mtensify effortstodespen  Turkish investors ! signed

economic and strategic ties g

i ssible free-

::latgef:fugrese:::nfincreased Minister, Dr Khalilur transpired at thfi talks‘red .
Turkish investmentin Rahman, on Friday. The meeting un ersc;) g
sectors like defence industry ~ Both the ministers addressed  growing momentum in ; /
and textiles. a joint press conference after

The accord featured talks the meeting, briefingwhat

between the foreign SRS

ministers of the two

countries in Dhaka on Friday.

Turkish Foreign Minister_

Hakan Fidan, who arrived in

Dhaka on Thursday night,

had bilateral talks with

diversify their partﬁerships amid shifting
regional and global dynamics.
"We are continuing our efforts to deepen our

- long-standing partnership across a broad

Spectrum and elevate it to a much stronger and
more visionary level on solid foundations,"
says the Turkish foreign minister.

The visit takes place amid a series of high-level
exchanges between Dhaka and Ankara.
Rahman travelled to Tiirkiye in March on his
first bilateral foreign visit after assuming office

-and later attended the Antalya Diplomacy

Forum. Officials from both countries have
described the growing frequency of ministerial
visits as evidence of a shared commitment to
strengthening ties.

‘Bangladesh also sought greater cooperation

from Turkish institutions, including the
Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency
(TIKA), to facilitate investment, industrial
partnerships and technology transfer.
Among the proposals raised during the talks is

the establishment of an international-
- standard hospital and nursing institute in

Dhaka with Turkish support. Bangladesh
indicated that it would be willing to provide
land or infrastructure nn rnnracsinnal tarme

Alongside economicissues, the ministers
discussed regional and global developments,
including the Rohingya crisis, conflicts in the
Middle East and cooperation within
international organisations,

Fidan praised Bangladesh's hosting of more
than one million Rohingya refugees, describing
itasa "historic sacrifice on behalf of all
humanity". '
He reaffirmed Tiirkiye's support for safe,
voluntary and dignified repatriation of the
displaced population to Myanmar and later
travelled with Rahman to Cox's Bazar to visit
refugee camps and Turkish-su pported

__humanitarian facilities,

The Turkish minister also congratulated
Rahman on his recent election as president of
the 81st session of the United Nations General
Assembly, calling it a reflection of the
international community's respect for
Bangladesh and expressing confidence that he
would contribute significantly to global peace
and stability. '
The talks conclude with thesigningofa
memorandum of understanding on
cooperation in cultural heritage protection,
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countries in Dhaka on Friday.
Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan, who arrived in
Dhaka on Thursdaynight, -
had bilateral talks with

T ———eee=

Bangladesh's Foreign

- ———

relations between the two countries, which
have sought to broaden cooperation beyond
traditional diplomatic engagement into trade,
investment, technology transfer and reglona
security. -

"We discussed the possibility of a Free-Trade
Agreement and, alternatively, a Preferential
Trade Agreement," Rahman said, describing
economic cooperation as a key pillar of *
Bangladesh's foreign policy under the
government of Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman.

The host foreign minister said both sides
agreed that bilateral trade remained well
below its potential despite steady growth in
recent years. Current annual trade stands at
approximately $1.3 billion,and both
governments expressed a desire to raise that
figureto $2.0 billion. -

As part of that effort, Dhaka invited Turkish
businesses to invest in Bangladesh's private
and special economic zones and offered
support for establishing a dedicated Turkish
special economiczonein thecountry, -
Rahman highlighted numerous sectors like,
textiles arid apparel, defence manufacturing,
shipbuilding, pharmaceuticals, infrastructure,

smart technologies as areas where Turkish
investment could play a transformative role.
The emphasis on defence cooperation
reflected a broader strategic convergence
between the two countries. Fidan notes that
there are significant opportunities to enhance

collaboration in multiple sectors, "particularly
in the defence industry", as both sides seek to

Both the ministers addressed

renewable energy, information technologyand.

I

e Dhaka offersspl ! MoU on cultural
Bangladesh and Tilrkiye economic zone for | cooperation
intensify effortstodeepen Ty rkish investors | signed
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diversify their partnerships amid shifting
regional and global dynamics.

"We are continuing our efforts to deepen our
long-standing partnership across a broad

~ spectrum and elevate it to a much stronger and

more visionary level on solid foundations,"
says the Turkish foreign minister,

The visit takes place amid a series of high-level
exchanges between Dhaka and Ankara.
Rahman travelled to Tiirkiye in March on his
first bilateral foreign visit after assuming office
and later attended the Antalya Diplomacy
Forum. Officials from both countries have
described the growing frequency of ministerial
visits as evidence of a shared commitmentto
strengthening ties.

Bangladesh also sought greater cooperation
from Turkish institutions, including the
Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency
(TIKA), to facilitate investment, industrial
partnerships and technology transfer.
Among the proposals raised during the talks is
the establishment of an international-

- standard hospital and nursing institute in

Dhaka with Turkish support. Bangladesh
indicated that it would be willing to provide
land or infrastructure on concessional terms
for suich a project.

-Thetwo sides also discussed expanding

educational cooperation. Rahman requested
additional scholarships for Bangladeshi
students and called for easier visa procedures
to facilitate people-to-people exchanges,
tourism, business travel and academic
collaboration. Around 3,000 Bangladeshi
nationals currently reside in Tiirkiye, the

.majority of them students.

-

Alongside economic issues, the ministers
discussed regional and global developments,
including the Rohingya crisis, conflicts in the
Middle East and cooperation within
international organisations.

Fidan praised Bangladesh's hosting of more
than one million Rohingya refugees, describing
itasa "historic sacrifice on behalf of all
humanity". '

He reaffirmed Tiirkiye's support for safe,
voluntary and dignified repatriation of the
displaced population to Myanmar and later
travelled with Rahman to Cox's Bazar to visit
refugee camps and Turkish-supported
humanitarian facilities. .

The Turkish minister also congratulated
Rahman on his recent election as president of
the 81st session of the United Nations General
Assembly, calling it a reflection of the
international community's respect for
Bangladesh and expressing confidence that he
would contribute significantly to global peace
and stability. ' ;
The talks conclude with the signing of a
memorandum of understanding on
cooperation in cultural heritage protection,
signalling the two countries' intention to
expand collaboration beyond economics and
diplomacy into cultural and educational fields.
Officials from both sides said the discussions
reflected a shared ambition to elevate
Bangladesh-Tiirkiye relations toa more
strategic level, with trade, investment and
defence cooperation emerging as the principal
drivers of the partnership's next phase. !
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" Bangladesh, Tiirkiye
eye deeper defence,
economic pacts

DIPLOMACY - DHAKA

" TBS REPORT

Bangladesh and Tiirkiye have agreed to deep-
en cooperation across multiple sectors, with
special emphasis on expanding collaboration
in the defence industry alongside trade, invest-
ment, and economic partnership _
Foreign -Minister Khalilur Rahman yester-
day said Bangladesh will continue to play its
role in maintaining peace and stability global-
ly, asboth countries explored ways to strength-
en strategic gnd economic ties, reports UNB.
He made the remarks at a joint press brief-
ing with Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan
at a city hotel following their bilateral meeting.
Alongside broader economic , issues, - discus-
sions placed particular emphasis on defence
industry cooperation, with both sides exploring
opportunities to expand collaboration in mili-
tary technology and defence production, media
reports. Bangladesh and Tiirkiye have already
expanded defence cooperation in recent years,
including procurement of the TRG-300 multiple
launch rocket system and Bayraktar TB2 drones
from Tiirkiye. |
~Analysts say the growing focus on the de-

fence sector reflects Tiirkiye’s rapid expansion
in global defence manufacturing, including
drones and other advanced systems, and Bang-
ladesh’s interest in enhancing its own capabil-
ities. The two countries also disciissed issues
including the Rohingya crisis, a Free Trade
Agreement, and a Preferential Trade Arrange-
ment. Bangladesh also proposed a dedicated
special economic'zone for Turkish investment.

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan said
his country is working to take relations with
Bangladesh to a higher level and expressed
support for the voluntary and dignified return
of Rohingya refugees to Myanmar. He described
Bangladesh’s efforts in addressing the Rohing-
ya crisis as a “historical sacrifice”,

Fidan is currently on a two-day visit to Dhaka _
at the invitation of his Bangladeshi counterpart.

During his stay, he is scheduled to meet
Prime Minister Tarique Rahman and visit Ro-
hingya camps in Cox’s Bazar, He will also inspect
humanitarian projects implemented by Turkish
agencies, including the Turkish Cooperation
and Coordination Agency, the Disaster and
Emergency Management Authority, the Turkish
Red Crescent, the Turkish Diyanet Foundation,
and Tiirkiye’s Ministry of Health, as well as the
Turkish Field Hospital operating in the camps.
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“Not for shopping: Alibaba bets on
Bangladesh as sourcing hub, links
exporters to buyers

ALIBABA IN-BANGLADESH:

Alibaba operates 4
Bangladesh as Export items
e CONNECTS BUSINESSES, NOT P
platform SHIPMENTS ¢3 *
ST x - -
Links Bangladeshi e : Garments, textiles,
exporters with buyers jute goods, leather
in 190+ countries products, agro
> Focus on bulk pivduts
orders, wholesale
trade .

300 Bangladeshi - $10m+ |
suppliers use exports
Alibaba thru generated
local partners lasf year

BUSINESS - BANGLADESH

ABBAS UDD_IN NOYON

Bangladeshi suppliers
generate $10m in
-export through
Alibaba last year

" Many Bangladeshis know Alibaba
-Group as a giant Chinese shopping

»Buyers include

importers, sourcing
companies, global
retailérs

platform similar to Amazon or AliEx-
press. So, when they learn that Aliba-
ba already has a growing business in
Bangladesh and they visit its website
to order products, they are surprised
- they find they cannot shop here!
Most products — clothes, elec-
tronics or household products — on
Alibaba.com are sold in bulk for
wholesale buyers, importers, and in-
ternational sourcing companies.
Instead of online shopping for lo-
cal buyers, Alibaba connects Bang-
ladeshi factories and suppliers with

Operating model

overseas buyers in more than 190
countries through its global B2B
platform. .
. Company officials said Bangla-
deshi suppliers generated around
$10 million in export business
through Alibaba.com last year, sell-
ing products ranging from garments
and home textiles to jute ‘goods,
leather items and agro-products.
The platform currently works
with more than 300 Bangladeshi
suppliers through four local channel
partners, ;
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Unlike traditional e-commerce market-
places, Alibaba.com does not operate
warehouses, delivery networks or local
shopping services in Bangladesh.

“Bangladesh is primarily a strategic
global sourcing hub for Alibaba.com,”
Wang Qiling Vania, senior channel oper-
ation specialist at Alibaba International,
told The Business Standard.

‘The company operates through a
- “platform-plus-local-partner” model. Al-
ibaba.com provides the digital platform
and global buyer network, while local
partners handle exporter onboarding,
training and support. -

* Company officials said their local
partners include Tradeshi, Meidao, Sky-
tech, and Maximo. Through the plat-
form, Bangladeshi exporters can create
online storefronts, display products in
multiple languages, receive buyer in-
quiries and bid for international orders
using Alibaba’s-“Request for Quotation
(RFQ)” system. :

The company also provides training
on digital exports, product presentation,
buyer commupication and online sales
strategies.

Despite its growing activities in Ban-
gladesh, Alibaba.com said it has no im-
meédiate plans to launch consumer shop-
ping, delivery services or logistics hubs
in the country.

Instead, the company is considering
a small representative office in Dhaka
to strengthen relations with businesses,
trade bodies and policymakers.

“Our investment is mainly human
ancl,-—.‘-,techhological,‘ not infrastruc-
ture-heavy,” Wang said.

Globally, Alibaba.com is one of the
world’s largest B2B sourcing platforms
and competes_with wholesale market-
places. such as Amazon Business and
--IndiaMART. The tompany Sees Bangla-
desh as an important-sourcing destina-
tion because of its strong manufacturing
sector and competitive production costs.
However, officials believe the country

still lagg._béhind regional competitors in .

digital exports.

Regulations, banking
procedures major challenges
Sonobar-Maira, domestic channel man-

tional, said Bangladesh’s B2B e-export
penetration remains below 15%, com-
pared to over 30% in Vietnam and India.

She said foreign exchange regula-
tions and banking procedures are major

challenges for small exporters in Bangla- “

desh. “Payment confirmation delays and
outdated banking systems often create
difficulties for SMEs handling smaller ex-
port transactions.”

To address the issue, Maira said it is
piloting localised payment solutions and
discussing partnerships with banks and
fintech firms, including bKash.

‘The initiative aims to simplify

cross-border settlements and improve
transaction efficiency, especially for
small export orders below $1,000, she
added.

“We are piloting localised payment
solutions in Bangladesh to address for-
eign exchange and settlement delays,”
she further said. “The initiative is aimed
at strengthening its Trade Assurance sex-

vices and supporting smaller exporters,

subject to regulatory approval.”

Long-term goal

Sonobar Maira also reiterated Alibaba’s
long-term goal of helping more than
1,000 Bangladeshi exporters become
digitally active in global markets over
the next three years.

The company has recently expanded
partnerships with several Bangladeshi
business associations, including the
Bangladesh China Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry and the Bangladesh
Garment Buying House Association,
Bangladesh Garments Manufacturers
and Exporters Association ETC. The col-
laborations include exporter training
programmes, onboarding support and
buyer matchmaking events.

Maira said digital sourcing platforms
are becoming increasingly important as
global buyers diversify sourcing desti-
nations and rely more heavily on online
procurement systems.

She also warned that Banglade
need faster foreign exchange @
als, clearer digital trade regulatio
more efficient export payment s
to fully benefit from the rapidly g
global digital commerce market.

—

ager for Bangladesh at Alibaba-Interna- |
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Signs global trade in goods is

e ———

starting to slow, WTO says

TRADE - WORLD

b -

REUTERS

The World Trade Organization said on
Friday there were signs global merchan-
dise trade growth may be starting to slow,
though it had shown resilience in the first

_ half of 2026 in the face of widespread dis-
ruption sparked by the Middle East conflict.
_The negative impact of the conflict may
‘have been partly offset by surging demand
for electronic components related to Al, ac-
‘cording to the WTO Goods Trade Barometer
report. -
The WTO barometer predicts trade de-

" velopments two to three months ahead.
Barometer values greater than 100 suggest
trade is growing faster than usual, or is like-
ly to do so soon, while below 100 indicates
trade is weaker than usual or is expected to

WTO signals global
merchandise trade
growth may be slowing

Trade remains above
trend despite Middle
East disruptions

Al-driven electronics
demand helps offset
conflict-related impacts

Shipping and air
freight growth stays
above trend

102.3 in January to 1017, suggesting that
merchandise trade growth may be starting
to slow. The index, however, is above its
baseline value of 100, indicating that the
volume of trade remains above trend. :
In March this year the WTO said growth
in world trade in goods would slow down

. markedly to 1.9% in 2026 from 4.6% in

2025 and could decelerate even more if the
Middle East war continued to push energy
prices higher and disrupt global transport.

The electronic components index
showed a rise firmly above trend at 105.5,
while the agricultural raw materials in-
dex was slightly below trend. Air freight
and container shipping were growing at
a slower rate than a few months ago, but
were still above trend at 102.2 and 102.4
respectively.

“On balance, the indices show signs
of resilience, signalling relatively stable

weaken soon.

_ . global merchandise trade growth,” the re- '
e barometer index reading fell from i
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evian’s Canada

export opens a new
horizon for pharma
industry: MD

Nevian Lifesciences — a pharmaceutical manufacturer in Bangladesh
- recently began exporting medicines to Canada. In an interview
wt_th The Business Standard’s Tawsia Tajmim, Nevian’s Managiﬁg
Director Musawath Shams Zahedee discussed the unique

export model behind this achievement and the future potential of
Bangladesh’s pharmaceutical industry.

2 TBS INTERVIEW

Nevian has recently started
exporting medicines to Canada in
partnership with Switzerland-based
Sandoz. Why is this achievement
considered so significant?

This achievement is significant in
many ways. First, Canada is one of the
world’s most strictly regulated pharma-
ceutical markets. To export medicines
there, a company must maintain strin-
gent quality control and international-
standard manufacturing capabilities.

. What makes this achievement espe-
cially meaningful is our completely new
export model — a multi-country collabo-
ration with Swiss pharma giant Sandoz.
Nevian manufactured the medicines in
Bangladesh under contract manufactur-
ing order from Sandoz AG, Switzerland
for Sandoz Canada inc. This is the first
time Bangladesh has exported medicines
toa North American market through such
a partnership with the world’s number
one generic pharmaceutical company.

Isit a potential game changer for

Bangladesh’s pharmaceutical exports?
I believe that possibility certainly ex-
ists. Bangladesh has already proven

its.ability to manufacture quality medi-
cines at competitive costs. However,
until now, most of our pharmaceutical
exports have focused on semi-regulat-
ed or developing. matkets. If Bangla-
desh truly wants to transform its phar-
maceutical sector, we must establish a
presence in highly regulated first world
countries. In this regard, Nevian’s ap-
proach — exporting medicines through
contract manufacturing and multina-
tional partnerships — could be one of
the most effective pathways.

How does Nevian’s export model
differ from the conventional -
approach? Why do you believe this
model holds greater potential?

In the conventional export model.
Bangladeshi '
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| pharmaceutical companies man-
ufacture their own brands and try
to market them abroad through
local distributors. However, activ-
ities such as market development
and brand building in international
markets are difficult for Bangladeshi
companies or their relatively small
overseas distribution partners to
execute effectively. As a result, both
+the number of export destinations
and export revenues remain limited.
On the other hand, established
multinational companies already
possess strong market penetra-
tion, distribution networks, and
brand-building capabilities. Con-
tract manufacturing for such com-
panies can open doors for Bang-
ladeshi manufacturers in many
global markets. Nevian’s export in-
itiative to Canada is one such exam-
nle. involving developed markets

from Novartis Bangladesh,
are you able to mairnitain the
same “Swiss-quality”?
The answer is reflected in the success
itself — Nevian is exporting medicines
to Canada on behalf of Sandoz which
is the world’s largest generic pharma-
ceutical company. Although the Nevi-
an name is new, the company carties
nearly five decades of Swiss multina-
tional heritage in Bangladesh. The
company began operations in 1973 as
Ciba-Geigy Bangladesh, later becom-
ing Novartis Bangladesh following
the global merger with Sandoz.

In 2025, upon handover of major-
ity stake, the company was renamed
as Nevian. Despite the name change,
we continue to manufacture Novar-
tis’ globally trusted medicines under
license for Bangladeshi patients in
the same brand names, using the
same formulations and same pro-

cesses at the same European Union
mumm .3 AWNIISA cartified manii-

tems, and skills. Building trust in
intetnational markets is difficult but
sustaining that trust is even harder.
Companies must continually im-
prove in areas such as quality as-
surance, data integrity, compliance,
and documentation to meet increas-
ingly stringent standards.

This requires regular investment
in upgrading technology, processes,
and human resources, along with
patience because returns from export
investments in this industry are often
quite slow. Iflocal manufacturers can
operate sustainability in the domestic
market through rational price adjust-
ments in line with inflation, they will
be better positioned to invest further
in keeping quality compliance up to
date. This would not only enhance
export potential but also ensure that
Bangladeshi patients gain access to
the highest quality medicines.

Do you believe Bangladesh

turing partner for highly regulated in-
ternational markets. To achieve this,
Bangladesh must further strengthen
regulatory compliance, increase the
number of internationally accredited
manufacturing facilities, invest in ad-
vanced pharmaceutical technologies
including biologics, and deepen mul-
tinational partnerships.

1f industry stakeholders and pol-
icymakers continue {0 work in the
right direction together, the phar-
maceutical industry can become the
true driver of Bangladesh’s export
diversification in the future.

What message would you like

to give to international pariners

through this achievement?

My message is very clear: Bangla-

desh is no longer merely a story of

potential — it is now an example of

proven ability. We can manufacture

according to international stand-

ards, meet the most stringent reg-
lekmm: vnamiraments and hecome
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many ways. First, Canada is one of the
world’s most strictly regulated pharma-
ceutical markets. To export medicines
there, a company must maintain strin-
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standard manufacturing capabilities.
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export model — a miulti-country collabo-
ration with Swiss pharma giant Sandoz.
Nevian manufactured the medicinés in
Bangladesh under contract manufactur-
ing order from Sandoz AG, Switzerland
for Sandoz Canada inc. This is the-first
time Bangladesh has exported medicines
toa North American market through such
a partnership with the world’s number
one generic pharmaceutical company.

Isit a potential game changer for

Bangladesh’s pharmaceutical exports?
! believe that possibility certainly ex-
ists. Bangladesh has already proven

| pharmaceutical companies man- areyou able to maintain the
ufacture their own brands and try same “gwiss-quality”?
to market them abroad through The answer s reflected in the success
jtself — Nevian is exporting medicines prove in

Jocal distributors. However, activ-

its ability to manufacture quality medi-
cines at competitive costs. However,
until now, most of our pharmaceutical
exports have focused on semi-regulat-
ed or developing markets. If Bangla-
d_efh truly wants to transform its phar-
maceutical sector, we must establish a
presence in highly regulated first world
countries. In this regard, Nevian's ap-
proach — exporting medicines through
contract manufacturing and ;multina-
tional partnerships — could be one of
the most effective pathways.

How does Nevian’s export model
differ from the conventional
approach? Why do you believe this
model holds greater potential?

In the conventional export model.
Bangladeshi -

o - -~ ““from Novartis Bangladesh, tems, and skills. Building trust in
international markets is difficult but
sustaining that trust is even harder.
must continually im-

quality as-

ities such as market development to Canada on behalf of Sandozwhich  surance,

Companies

areas such as
data integrity, compliance,
and brand building in international  isthe world’s largest generic pharma- and documentation to meet increas-
markets are difficult for Bangladeshi ceutical company. Although'the Nevi-  ingly stringent standards.

This requires regular investment

companies or their relatively small an name is new, the company

overseas distribution partners to
execute effectively. As a result, both
the number of export destinations
and export revenues remain limited.

On the other hand, established
multinational companies already
possess strong market penetra-
tion, distribution networks, and
brand-building capabilities. ~Con-
tract manufacturing for such com-
panies can open doors for Bang-
ladeshi manufacturers in many
global markets: Nevian’s export in-
itiative to Canada is one such exam-
ple, involving developed markets
across Asia as well as North and
South America. If this model can
be replicated and scaled up, Bang-
ladeshi pharmaceutical companies
may eventually achieve large-scale
exports to developed countries —
much like what Bangladesh accom-
plished in the readymade garments
industry.

How much of this achievement
could be attributed to

Nevian’s Swiss heritage?

After the transformation

nearly five decades of Swiss multina-
tional heritage in Bangladesh. The
company began operations in 1973 as
Ciba-Geigy Bangladesh, later becom-
ing Novartis Bangladesh following
the global merger with Sandoz.

In 2025, upon handover of major-
ity stake, the company was t
as Nevian. Despite the name change,
we continue to manufacture Novar-
tis’ globally trusted medicines under
license for Bangladeshi patients in
the same brand names, using the
same formulations and same Ppro-
cesses-at the same European Union
GMP and ANVISA-certified manu-
facturing facilities. That uncompro-
mising ‘Swiss’ outlook to quality
and capabilities of the international
standard enabled Nevian to become
part of Sandoz’s global supply chain.

' What is the biggest challenge

* in maintaining such
international standards?
Maintaining international standards

_ isa continuous process. It is not only
about hi-tech machinery — rather
more about the quality culture, sys-

in upgrading technology, processes,
and human resources, along with
patience because returns from export
investments in this industry aré often
quite slow. If local manufacturers can
operate sustainability in the domestic
market through rational price adjust-

- ments in line with inflation, they will

be better positioned to invest further
in keeping quality compliance up to
date. This would not only enhance
export potential but also ensure that
Bangladeshi patients gain access {0
the highest quality medicines.

Do you believe Bangladesh

can become an international
pharmaceutical manufacturing
hub in the future?

Yes, 1 strongly believe Bangladesh
has tremendous long-term potential
in this regard. The country’s pharma-
ceutical industry has already reached
maturity, with skilled human re-
sources, competitive manufacturing
costs, and steadily growing techno-
logical capabilities. As a country,
our objective should be positioning
Bangladesh as a reliable manufac-

turing partner for highly regulated in-
ternational markets. To achieve this,
Bangladesh must further strengthen
regulatory compliance, increase the
number of internationally accredited
manufacturing facilities, invest in ad-
vanced pharmaceutical technologies
including biologics, and deepen mul-
tinational partnerships.

If industry stakeholders and pol-
icymakers continue to work in the
right direction together, the phar-
maceutical industry can become the
true driver of Bangladesh’s export
diversification in the future.

What message would you like
togiveto international partners
through this achievement?

My message is Very clear: Bangla-
desh is no longer merely a story of
potential — it is now an example of
proven ability. We can manufacture
according to internafional stand-
ards, meet the most stringent reg-
ulatory requirements, and become
reliable long-term partners. I believe
more multinational companies will
increasingly view Bangladesh not
only as a market, but also as a strate-
gic manufacturing and supply hub.

What are your future

export plans?

Our vision s to expand into all regulat-
ed and semi-regulated markets global-
ly-wherevertheteisaneedforquali—
ty medicines at reasonable prices.



