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Aida targets ﬁsherles
marine economy fo;; il
Iresh investment

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
The Maheshkhah Integrated
Development Authority (Mida) has

stepped up efforts to attract investment
in Bangladesh’s fisheries and marine

economy by identifying four priority

sectors and planning follow-up
engagement with investors and relevant
government a gencnes.

These matters 'were discussed at
a seminar on “Investment Potential
in Fisheries and Marine Economy in
Bangladesh”, jointly organised by Mida,
under the Prime Minister’s Office, and
the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (Jica) Bangladesh at Pan Pacific
Sonargaon in Dhaka yesterday.

The seminar identified deep-sea fishing,
mariculture, aquaculture~ and shrimp,
and seafood processing as four high-
potential sectors in which Bangladesh has
significant resource potential but limited
commercial-scale operations.

Discussions highlighted investment
opportunities in industrial fishing fleets,
offshore operations, landing and logistics

systems,

infrastructure, and modern seafood

processing facilities.
Mida Fxermtive Chairman Ashil

High-potential sectors

® [eep-sea fishing
® Mariculture

® Shrimp & aquaculture
® Seafood processmg

AR W

Investment focus

® Fishing fleets
® (ffshore operations
® Cold chains

® Processing plants

Next steps =~
® Develop investor pipeline
® Expand Mida-Jica partnership

commercial  mariculture,
certified shrimp value chains, cold-chain

r-"*"""-‘-'-‘

Ashik said that over the past
few months, Mida had held several
consultations and worked to help
steer Bangladesh towards becoming “a
genuine fishing exporting nation”.

“What I can guarantee you is that
there is definitely a genuine intent
on the part of the new leadership to
make a much more coordinated effort
across ministries to address investors’
challenges,” he said.

According to BSS, Ashik Chowdhury
described Matarbari and Maheshkhali
as strategic hubs for future marine
industrial development, adding that
Mida is working to align policies across
the ministries concerned to create an
integrated investment package tailored
to private sector needs.

As a follow-up to the
seminar, Mida will
develop a pipeline of
investor interest based
on expressions of intent
from private-sector actors
and development finance
institutions seeking to
pursue specific investment

Mmnnmaanic

for continued collaboration between
Mida and Jica on technical assistance
and investment facilitation in the
fisheries sector, with Mida set to follow

up with interested investors through its

investment desk.

Maritime expert and former secretary
(Maritime Affairs Unit) at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Rear Admiral (Retd) Md
Khurshed Alam, delivered the keynote
address on investment opportunities in
Bangladesh’s blue economy.

He said Bangladesh currently
generates around $6 billion from its
marine resources but has the potential to
double or even triple that figure through
sustainable exploitation of ocean
resources, according to BSS.

Takahashi Naoki, deputy chief of
mission and minister at the Embassy of
Japan in Bangladesh, said the Japan-
Bangladesh  Economic  Partnership
Agreement, signed in February, had
created an important foundation for
expanding trade, investment and broader
economic cooperation between the
countries. i

He said both countries had reaffirme}
the importance of promoting tradé\Sy
investment and public-private N\,
cooperation in the food sector, including
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The Maheshkhali Integrated
Development Authority (Mida) has
stepped up efforts to attract investment
in Bangladesh’s fisheries and marine
economy by identifying four priority

sectors and planning follow-up
engagement with investors and relevant
government agencies. '

These matters were discussed at
a seminar on “Investment Potential
in Fisheries and Marine Economy in
Bangladesh”, jointly organised by Mida,
under the Prime Minister’s Office, and
the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (Jica) Bangladesh at Pan Pacific
Sonargaon in Dhaka yesterday.

The seminar identified deep-sea fishing,
mariculture, aquaculture and shrimp,
and seafood processing as four high-
potential sectors in which Bangladesh has
significant resource potential but limited
commercial-scale operations.

Discussions highlighted investment
opportunities in industrial fishing fleets,
offshore operations, landing and logistics
systems,
certified shrimp value chains, cold-chain
infrastructure, and modern seafood
processing facilities.

Mida Executive' Chairman Ashik
Chowdhury said Bangladesh’s marine
economy has significant potential, but
investors need a clearer pathway from
opportunity to implementation.

“We discussed the regulatory,
infrastructural and institutional
constraints that still need to be
addressed, as well as the policy support
and government commitment required
to unlock investment. Important steps
have already been taken, but Mida’s role
now is to work with relevant agencies,
investors and partners to turn the sector’s
potential into bankable projects,” he said.

v EopSU ey
® Mariculture

® Shrimp & aquaculture
® Seafood processing

Investment focus

® Fishing fleets
@ (ffshore operations
® (Cold chains

® Processing plants

Next steps
® Develop investor pipeline
® Expand Mida-Jica partnership

commercial  mariculture,

Ashik said that over the past
few months, Mida had held several
consultations and worked to help
steer Bangladesh towards becoming “a
genuine fishing exporting nation”.

“What I can guarantee you is that
there is definitely a genuine intent
on the part of the new leadership to
make a much more coordinated effort
across ministries to address investors’
challenges,” he said.

According to BSS, Ashik Chowdhury
described-Matarbari and Maheshkhali
as strategic hubs for future marine
industrial development, adding that
Mida is working to align policies across
the ministries concerned to create an
integrated investment package tailored
to private sector needs.

As a follow-up to the
seminar, Mida will
develop a pipeline of
investor interest based

on expressions of intent
from private-sector actors
-and development finance
institutions seeking to
pursue specific investment
concepts

As a follow-up to the seminar, Mida
will develop a pipeline of investor interest
based on expressions of intent from
private-sector actors and development
finance institutions seeking to pursue
specific investment concepts.

It will also consolidate the policy
and regulatory bottlenecks identified
through the presentations and panel
discussions and take them forward
through structured engagement with the
relevant ministries.

The seminar also laid the foundation

for continued collaboration between
Mida and Jica on technical assistance
and investment facilitation in the
fisheries sector, with Mida set to follow
up with interested investors through its
investment desk.

Maritime expert and former secretary
(Maritime Affairs Unit) at the Ministry of
Foreign Alffairs, Rear Admiral (Retd) Md
Khurshed Alam, delivered the keynote
address on investment opportunities in
Bangladesh'’s blue economy.

He said Bangladesh currently
generates around $6 billion from its
marine resources but has the potential to
double or even triple that figure through
sustainable exploitation of ocean
resources, according to BSS.

Takahashi Naoki, deputy chief of
mission and minister at the Embassy of
Japan in Bangladesh, said the Japan-
Bangladesh  Economic Partnership
Agreement, signed in February, had
created an important foundation for

expanding trade, investment and broader i ek E@
economic cooperation between the twq &) \

countries.

He said both countries had reaffirme
the importance of promoting trade)
investment and public-private
cooperation in the food sector, including
fisheries, while making full use of the
opportunities created by the agreement.

" Bangladesh’s fisheries and marine
economy are not only traditional
strengths but also promising frontiers for
future investment, export diversification
and regional development, he added.

The seminar brought together
policymakers,  senior = government
officials, development partners, fisheries
experts, industry leaders, entrepreneurs
and prospective investors to explore
ways to unlock higher-value investment
in Bangladesh’s fisheries and marine /

economy. / . -
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¢ Pakistan keen to

export rice, pulses,

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Tﬁle' Trading Corporation of Pakistan (TCP)
. Is interested in exporting rice, pulses,

_ fertiliser and' edible. oil to Bangladesh,
5 according to.a Ministry of Commerce press

statement issued yesterday. -

_ Bangladesh's jute and jute goods enjoy

strong demand in Pakistan’s market,
TCP Chairman Aasim Azim Siddiqui said
at a meeting with Commerce Minister
Khandakar Abdul Muktadir at the Ministry
of Industries in Dhaka..

Aasim led a Pakistarii delegation. Imran
Haider, Pakistan’s high commissioner to

- Dhaka, was also present at the meeting,

The TCP  chairman said a

i'fertiliser to Bangladesh

memorandum of understanding between -
the Trading Corporation of Bangladesh
(TCB) and TCP to facilitate government-
to-government food trade was in its final
Stages,.with the signing expected in the
first week of July. : yoe ~
Commerce Minister Muktadir said
stronger trade ties were essential for
sustainable economic development, adding
that greater coordination between the
publicand privatesectorswould create fresh
investmient and business opportunities. ]
Buth sides agreed to expedite the
Bangladesh-Pakistan. Joint  Working
Group, exchange business delegations,
and deepen cooperation in agriculture

and industry. § > o
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products at Korean expo

STAR BUSINESS DESK
Bangladesh showcased its export potential
at the three-day Korea Import Expo 2026,
with 32 companies displaying products
ranging from apparel and leather goods to
-IT solutions and processed food.

‘ Jointly organised the Korea-
Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (KBCCI), in collaboration with the
Embassy of Bangladesh in Seoul, the expo
heldaICOEXHalleSeoulatuacted
foreign embassies, international com
* Korean importers, distributors and trade—
I'rgllate::l organisations, according to a press

3 i
and visitors
information technology and Al-driven under the theme, “Invest in Bangladesh:

frimdly biodegradable products and The Bangladesh pavilion
handicrafts; agro and processed food; strong interest from buym-s

software solutions; and logistics services. Advancing Trade and Investment Through
Around 200 booths at tth exhibition StmnnglateralRelanons hxghhghnngthe

showcasedabmﬁrangeopoducls,ooun growgexport

including food and beverages, cosmetics,  The Banglad ;ﬂ,edgedthe

ammgoods,pmducts,health anbassy’sfullsupporthB(X}landthe-

and wellness items, electronics, industrial tmsmessdelegaﬁonmptmgthmmgmde

matenalsandmmmtechnologws. and investment ties betwem Baggladeah

The " “was jointly inaugurated andSauthKﬂrea. e :
byYounngmmchaumanofﬂmKoma Among those present were Lee Yun
Impemers Association, and Toufiq Islam Youﬁg,woe- omeeahx rnational

~ The Bangladeshi exhibitors featured by KBOCI President Shahab Uddin Kk

apparel, textiles and garmem amessoﬁes
leather goods and footwear; j

at the event.

tra\'dledtoSeolﬂtorepresmt
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India emerges as major rival to

t

BD's RMG export to EU mkt

.

MONIRA MUNNI

India is steadily emerging as a major
competitor for Bangladesh's readymade
garment (RMG) export thanks to its
rising competitiveness, integrated
supply chain, diversified textile sector
and expanding trade agreements,
especially with the European Union and
the United Kingdom.

Although Bangladesh currently
maintains a stronger position in global
apparel exports for basic garments due
toits scale, lower production costs, and
specialisation in RMG, it could face
severe competition in its largest export
destination-the EU, economists and

| exporters said.

A competitive analysis has also been
conducted by Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) in this connection
which was presented at its recent
emergency board meeting convened to
identify reasons behind the sector's
persistently declining export
performance throughout the fiscal year.
Industry insiders said the United States'

expected to substantially enhance -
India's competitiveness in the European
market.

Incontrast, Bangladesh s likely to face a
tariff of around 12 per cent on apparel
exports to the EU after graduating from
least developed country (LDC) status, as
itwill lose duty-free access under the
Everything But Arms (EBA) scheme,
theysaid.

Even if Bangladesh's LDC graduation is
delayed, it would face stiff competition
with India once the EU-India FTA takes
effect.

Besides, the FTA between thé UK and
India, effective from next month, will
allow zero duty for the latter’s textile :
and apparel from existing 8.0 per cent
to 12 per cent, they noted.

Talking to the Financial Express,
Managing Director of Ha-Meem Group
AK Azad said India is emergingasa
major threat to Bangladesh, as the
neighbouring country will enjoy duty-
free access to the EUmarket under the
Fl'A' < T .-
When asked, Research and Policy
Integration for Development (RAPID)
Chairman Dr MA Razzaque said "Inthe
EU market, Bangladesh will face the
most significant challenge as India will
get duty-free market access."

He pointed out that EU FTAs generally
require double transformation for
garments, a challenge for countries with

EU-India FTA and Bangladesh's post-LDC tariff exposure

could significantly reshape apparel trade dynamics

India to gain duty-free access to EU by early 2027

and UK from next month under FTAs

after LDC graduation

Bangladesh may face around 12pc EU tariff

BGMEA study warns India's integrated supply chain
and textile base are boosting competitiveness

US tariff changes have made the EU the main
battleground for global apparel exporters

Bangladesh's future competitiveness will depend on

productivity, logistics, sustainability and new trade deals

new tariff regime has prompted major
garment-producing countries to shift
their focus on the EU market to offset

the impacts of higher tariffs and

Free Trade Agreement (FTA) comes into
effectin early 2027, India's apparel and
textile exports will enjoy zero duty which
currently ranges from 9.0 per cent to

geopolitical uncertainties.

They noted that once India and the EU-

weak backward linkages like
Bangladesh that remains largely
dependent on imported raw materials,
including cotton, yarn and fabrics,
mostly for woven items. -

India, however, is unlikely to face

«difficultiesin meeting the EU's double

transformation requirement because of
its deep and integrated textile industry,
he said, adding that this structural
advantage is further reinforced by the
country's export-oriented strategy.
Industry insiders said the Indian
government has set a target of
increasing textile and apparel exports to
US$100 billion by 2030 from the
current level of around US$ 40 billion.
Toachieve this, it has adopted a multi- .
layered policy framework that includes
output-linked incentives, export rebate
schemes to refund embedded taxes,
input-side support, and extensive
investments in infrastructure and
logistics.

These measures reflect a sustained
commitment to strengthening

+ competitiveness, scale, and upgrading

capacity, said Managing Director of
Fashion.com Ltd Khan Monirul Alam. He
said Bangladesh should seriously think
of the growing competition and adopt

" measures accordingly.

Although apparel is not India's largest
export category, duty-free, preferential
access to the EU and UK markets will
significantly enhance the country's
competitiveness in price-sensitive

sourcing decisions, particularly in
cotton-based and blended garment
segments, exporters said. ;

The EU is Bangladesh's major export
destination, but in the wake of US tariff
actions and trade policy adjustments,
the European market has emerged as
the principal battleground for global
apparel exporters, intensifying
competitive pressure.

They noted that this sudden oversupply
has shifted bargaining power towards
EU buyers, resulting in tougher
negotiation terms with suppliers and
shorter lead-time expectations while
this dynamic has structural implications
for Bangladesh's export margins.
Talking to the FE, BGMEA President
Mahmud Hasan Khan said global buyers
arealso increasing their sourcing from
Indiadue toitsincreasing
competitiveness mostly because of its
integrated supply chain, cost
advantages while it has diversified
products with strong presence in
hometex, technical textile and synthetic
fibres.

Besides, the new and possible trade
deals especially with the EU and the UK
are also attracting international buyers,
he added. :
According to BGMEA, Bangladesh's
key challenges include dependence
on imported raw materials, rising
wages and compliance costs,
infrastructure and logistics
constraints and potential loss of

—
—

trade preferences after its
graduation. .

In contrast, higher labour costs, less
specialization in mass-volume apparel
manufacturing and a fragmented
garment manufacturing sector are the
major challenges for India. :
The BGMEA concluded that while
Bangladesh remains the stronger player
in global RMG exports in the short term,
Indiais likely to emerge as a formidable
competitor over the longer term
because of its broader and more
integrated textile base. It added that
future competitiveness will dependon
improvements in productivity,
sustainability, trade agreements,
logistics, and continued duty-free
marketaccess.

By leveraging LDC duty-free access, *
Bangladesh has been able to expand its
share of the EU apparel market ata
remarkable pace. _
China's share of EU apparel imports
declined from 45 per cent in 2010 to 28
percentin 2025, while Bangladesh's
share rose sharply from about 7.0
percentto 21 percent.

According to Eurostat data, Bangladesh
garment exports to the EU stood at
19.41 billion euros in 2025 which was
14.29 billion euros in 2021.

On the other hand, India's apparel
exports to EU increased to 4.52 billion
euros in 2025 which was 3.39 billion

eurosin2021.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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first trial consignment of

- Shahijalal International

The Financial Express
30 JUN 2026

Kazi Farms Group has seta
new milestone for the
country's poultry industry
and export sector by
exporting hatching eggs for
the first time,

The company has shipped its.

10,000 hatching eggs to
Nigeria, says a press
statement.

The consignment was
dispatched in an Emirates -
Airlines flight from Hazrat-

_ : lmries and I.Ivestock Sultan

al uku inspected the consignment of hatching
_ ema&[ﬂraﬁﬁhah]alal International Airport in Dhaka
s onSunda)

Airport in Dhaka on Sunday.
Theinitiativemarksa®
slghl icant step toward

ex "‘q’-ddhat:mugeggs measures andKalearms Group

wer 'pnaqugemx;zmm_s State Minister for Fisheriesand  Managing Director Kazi

 Livestock Sultan Salauddin Zahedul Hasan were presentat
 Tuku, Director General of the rony marking the
Bepartment ofLivestock shlpmem ofthe eggsheldat
ServicesMd Shahjamankhan,  theairport's Cargo Village. /




