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/" LDC GRADUATION DELAY

Tarique seeks
UN chief’s
support q

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has
sought the backing of UN Secretary-
General Ant6nio Guterres for a deferral of
Bangladesh’s graduation from the least-
developed country (LDC) category, as
the issue moves through the multilateral
system. - .

“With full confidence, we kindly seek
your personal support in ensuring that
our request receives due conmderat:mz
actoss the United Nations system,
Tarique wrote in a letter to Guterres on
April 5. .

“Our aim is not to avert the coveted
graduation, but to ensure that it
is sustainable, resilient and truly
irreversible,” he added.,
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R, 2 : - amid decliningintemational-support. final call to the elected government.
Contacted by The Daily  Star, It blames the Awamj League  Business chambers, trade bodies
Shahriar Kader Siddiky, secretary regime for squandering most of and several economists have also
of the Economic Relations Division, the five-year preparatory period pressed for an extension, citing
confirmed the letter, saying it was without adequate efforts. A Smooth concerns over the loss of preferential
intended to ensure the UN secretary- Transition Strategy was only adopted (rade access and  concessional
general understood “the importance jp February 2025, leaving little time financing  that  would follow
of the deferment” and would speak for implementation, graduation.
in  Bangladesh’s favour as the Bangladesh is currently scheduled - The move signals Dhaka’s intent to
case advances toward the General o graduate on November 24. In pushits caseat the highest diplomatic
Assembly, February, the npew government level, instead of relying solely on the

The letter argued that Bangladesh submitted a deferra] fequest to the technical review process,
IS not ready for a sustainable UN Committee ~ for Development While IDC gradyation is a
graduat-ionasoverlappmg crises, such * Policy, which assesses eligibility for recognised milestone, Bangladesh
as the Covid-19 aftereffects, the 2024 . LDC status and graduation, framing could ose more than $17.5 billion
floods, global price volatility, capital the pushasac:isis—response measure. in annual exports after graduation,
flight and banking sector instability, Thedecisionto pushforthe deferral according to the UNCTAD,
have severely constrained fiscal space  builds on 4 recommendation from A separate UN assessment has
and institutional capacity, according  the previous interim administration, warned that Bangladesh’s readiness
to another official who has seen the which had urged coordination with has been weakened by overlapping
letter, fellow graduating countries Nepal domestic and global shocks, with the

Italsopointsto the ongoingburden and Lao PDR to seek 2 joint delay, but US Israel war on Iran adding a fresh
of hosting the Rohingya population Stopped shert of acting, leaving the layer of uncertainty. /
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‘Digital invoice
launched to
ease customs
clearance

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The National Board of Revenue (NBR) and Bangladesh
Bank yesterday began piloting an electronic system for
commercial invoices issued by exporters for importing
industrial ingredients.

Under this new system, the central bank’s Foreign
Exchange Transaction Management System (FxTMS) has
been linked with ASYCUDA World, an integrated customs
management system for international trade used by
customs to transfer commercial invoices in real time.

The move is expected to reduce the use of paper
invoices and make customs clearance simpler, faster, and
hassle-free. While the pilot is ongoing, businesses still

~ need to submit physical, bank-certified hard copies of
commercial invoices to customs offices.

Once fally -operational, -all necessary data will
automatically appear in the ASYCUDA World system, and
businesses will no longer need to visit customs offices, as
verification will happen online. -

Reliance on physical paperwork will be significantly
reduced, said the NBR after the launch of the
interconnection, inaugurated by NBR Chairman Md

- Abdur Rahman Khan at NBR headquarters, -

The system will help prevent revenue evasion and lower
financial risks. It will also create a digital trail to help
curb trade-based money laundering, said the NBR in a
statement. s

After the pilot phase is successfully completed, the
revenue authority plans to make the digital submission
of commercial invoices mandatory for all Bills of Entry,
gradually in stages. /7
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Even if private, this In a move to lower financing costs
adds to overall and enhance global competitive-
external liabilities | _—_—_— Bangladesh Bank is set to
) : introduce offshore dollar loans for
I exporters fail to exporters at a significantly lower in-
earn enough terest rate. ‘
dollars, repayment Under the proposed scheme, ex-
becomes difficult porters will be able to borrow at an

2llowed to extend these loans hased on their
relationshgps with clients, with maiurites
ranging from ihree monthe 19.one Seads - EY
said, adding thar ng strict ean nn Ie!)diteq
been imposed, Biving bauks fexibility o as-

sess client needs,

“Currently, there is anj opportunity to take -
this type of loan from the banking system, but -
it must be taken in the taka and the interest
Iate is 14% r more. The main objective of pro-
viding the fadility to take loans from offshore
banking at 8% interest is to increase the com- °
petitiveness of éxporters and support them,”

the official said.

The Bangladesh Bank: will instruct hanks
o provide shori-term foreign currency loans
to_exporters from offshore -banking units,

based on established banker-customer relg.
S v

tionships,

No further credit lumts or additional condi-

tions will be imposed on the banks, Depending
i the specific requirements of the custorner,
s o «2nd these loans for a' tenure of .

‘three months .. Tmaximum of o

The initiative' fo,imys 5 redu

Export Development Fund from
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ADVANTAGES . interest rate of 8%, substantially

*Ease pressure *Better manage g Exchangerate lower than the prevailing 14% to 16%

on domestic GG L - deprociation increases charged on local currency loans, The.

liquidity reserves . "ePaymentburden central bank is expected to issue a cir-
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fac?ﬁg highp competi;:ic\’;e LTI Risk of misuse if framework, officials said.
interest rates rising costs 8 oversight is weak Exporters would be permitted to
¥ Al use the funds for day-to-day busi-

‘Exporters set to get offshore dollar
~ loans at 8% as working capital

_ Ness expenses, inciuding utility pay-

ments, wages, and other working
capital needs. The loans will be re-
paid from export proceeds in foreign

* currency, reducing pressure on the

domestic banking system,

The facility will also allow ex-
porters to convert the borrowed dol-
lars into the taka through currency
swaps with their banks if needed,
without incurring additional interest
costs,

Providing exporters with such fa-
cilities will enhance their financial ca-
pacity. Consequently, this is expected
to bolster their competitiveness in the
international market while easing the
pressure on the country’s foreign ex-
change reserves.

According to central bank offi-
cials, the loan amount will be linked
to export orders. “For instance, if an
exporter secures an order worth $100
and opens a letter of credit (LQ) for
$60 to import rawmaterials, they may
bortow up to $40 under the offshore
facility to meet remaining operational
expenses,” an official told The Busi- Z
ness Standard. .

Banks will be

leaders have welcomed the move, hoting that “Once "this offshora ‘banking facllty is”

nvmvfm's are facing increasing pressure due  launched, instead of borrowing for.back-to-
to declining glohal demand and rsing pro-  hack £Cs, exporters will opt for these lower-in-
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£osts, and encourage investmant,
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dition, exchange Tate fluctuations could in: . ‘Dialogue, advocated for arigorous vetting pro-
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foreign exchange reserves -

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Ex- stand at approximately $30 billion, Ifmonthly -
Porters Association, said at a time when the Import costs average $5 billion, it is possibie
County’s export earmings are consistently {0 cover six months ofimpor: expenses, Thera.
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the interest rate for loans from offshore bank- - -and currency ‘swap facilities based ‘on bank-

ing be set at 6% Or 7%,” he argued, er-customer relati

nships is also a logical step, - .

. Syed Mahbuibur Rahman, managing di- | “However, if there is a significant depreci-
rector and, CEO of Mirtual Trust.Bank, said  ation of the taka due fo exchange rate flucty-

ity Fund -Expo;tets would ::iaturally benefit if working “ations; borrowers will have to repay a higher

capital credit facilities were provided through  amoiint in local currency terms, The resulting

offshore banking. He noted that asbusinesses - additional liability must be bome by the bor-.
are currently fag_:ing_a crisis, the Bangladesh rowers themselves, Jt is ctucial to enstire that
ants Introducing this facility to compensate they do not Seek incentives or assistance fram -

for the reduction.in rradif, srmilnhin fn..
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From export

Even if private, this
adds to overall
external liabilities
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If exporters fail to
earn enough
dollars, repayment

BANKING - BANGLADESH

ABUL KASHEM

The initiative follows
drastic cut in EDF that
limits exporters’ access
to low-cost foreign
currency financing

In a move to lower financing costs
and enhance global competitive-
ness, the Bangladesh Bank is set to
introduce offshore dollar loans for
exporters at a significantly lower in-
terest rate. ;

Under the proposed scheme, ex-

- - becomes difficult : .

porters will be able to borrow at an
} ADVANTAGES 2 _ _ interest rate of 8%, substantially
eEase pressure i »Better manage a. Excha nge rate lower than the prevailing 14% to 16%
on domestic .| foréign'exchange  w==- JEEEEREIN IR ERS charged on local currency loans. The-
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STt G Thers | e Keep exports : T : : cular shortly outlining the operational

-?auggg;lti;;portersg coe:]%eﬂ%%e amid s Risk of misuse if framework, officials said.
interest rates ' risingcosts Fl oversight is weak - Exporters would be permitted to
v = use the funds for day-to-day busi-
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allowed to extend theca oans based on their
relationships with clients, with manides

leaders have welcomed the move, noting that
exporters are facing increasing pressure due
to declining global demand

and rising pro-

" “Once "this offshore banldng
launched, instead of borrowing for. back-to-

ments, wages, and-other working
capital needs. The loans will be re-
paid from export proceeds in foreign

+ currency, reducing pressure on the

domestic banking system.

The facility will also allow ex-
porters to convert the borrowed dol-
lars into the taka through currency
swaps with their banks if needed,
without incurring additional interest
costs.

Providing exporters with such fa-
cilities will enhance their financial ca-
pacity. Consequently, this is expected
to bolster their competitiveness in the
international market while easing the
pressure on the country’s foreign ex-
change reserves.

According to central bank offi-
cials, the loan amount will be linked
to export orders. “For instance, if an
exporter secures an order worth $100
and opens a letter of credit (LQ for
$60 to import raw-materials, they may
borrow up to $40 under the offshore
facility to meet remaining operational
expenses,” an official told The Busi- _
ness Standard. -

Banks will be

facility s’ -

renging from hrce months % ane voar, ha
said, adding thar no strict can np lending has
been imposed, giving banks flesibility to as-
sessclientneeds. -~ -
“Currently, theré is an opportunity to take
this type of loan from the banking system, but -
it must be taken in the taka and the interest
rate is 14% or more. The main objective of pro-

viding the facility to take loans from offshore
banking at 8% interest is to increase the com-

petitiveness of éxporters and support them,”
the official said. st o

The Bangladesh Bani: will instruct hanks
to provide short-term foreign currency lbans
to exporters from offshore banking units,”
based on established banker-customer rela-
tionships. e, A e
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_ However, expefts have also highlighted
tisks. If export eamings are, not repatriated,
lqan recovery could become difficult. In ad-
dition, exchange rate fluctuations could in-
crease the repayment burden in local currency .
terms if the taka dépreciates, - Vg

- Mahmud Hassan Khan, president of the
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Ex-
porters Associatian, said at a time when the
country’s export earmings are consistently
declining, such an initiative to bolster export

E:a;gacity_ and support exporters isa highly pos- -~
itive step. However, he noted that the interest --

rate for these loans should be lower than 8%.
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tun, executive director of the Centre for Policy
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that theseloans are riot misused, *. '
“Bangladesh’s foreign exchange reserves
stand at approximattely $30 billion. If monthly °
import costs average $5 billion, it is possibie
‘o cover six months of impor: expenses, There-

_fore, it is crucial to safeguard our foreign cur-

rency.and ensure it is not squandered under

‘any circumstarices,” shesaid, . .
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are currently facing a crisis, the Bangladesh

Bankis introducing this facility to compensate .
- for the reduction in credit available from the

Export DevelopmentFund. : *
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the Bangladesh Barlk when such situations ,

T

arise,”he added. . . TERE e



4

|
&

R avIGE o RN

o TP PR

& 8o AT YA WA SIo-Tofew]
3@ I G0 WS TFeRTIIT
e oifFers TR | TS FEST ™A
I @UerRS | I ¢ 3 oife
TS @ e =0 e | o®
WIT6 SNCoT IAA GBR STNCEA GO
FHSIA FCNR Sb TSI @ |
203¢-Y WIZF 1 7 A 9©
TG I TPl T | @ Few =i
N B TSN FHE | (T ATl
R T B |G T awel«
TN AEw @R |

&1 Saww gear (RFAF) 1o

TRy efsrawa eart

| FER | TS (Al T, W6 TFeiEE

sifage w8y @It et @ WriR |
e IRCAF NI FFeig sifad ke
8¢ (I Tore | wdie GF IRES
YA TSI FTAR 99 @I T,
T @GR > YR e @I B |
YIS NN 8¢o-¢oo @@W ?ely
Twelf| o | o de
FFeIfEd @ BFT ASa IR
fcerare (7t T, ER AT ¥ 93
% (T 04 O, biF, frmeaTa
o] Af ST RIS (SIS &4
JeTE 4GS (Tt LA eHEE
ST el ey Facg | I W
*e AT T R 6] (TIGTAIN | 9
P SB T YCAR AT TFOI
FUCE | G PR CH Tqel Fod
ToerE AT Yo Mt ol TN T=H
f&#1 | @ FrACe NeoR &AW GF-gorHet
Y Y73 TLAWH 8 AFSI FRGH
7% & | Tore @ TR ¥ @ AW
SRR 1S 77 W Wiesw Sdawead
GHE AR (5T AT FACR 8
TS be FOIRT | @ FNW G FFelH
IR AT © T ¢os @I
TAEE WCO! | NS NEqRAT GF2 TN
Tt fem © T|F 99 (FIf TeERe
g @ | e I57 gEiRE SEeIRE
@& zreiiiz s oo g
AT AP0 UF DA QST ST
o o1f® FRAAE Te-Ta TS I
el GIRIEPACNR A (58! FLATEA
SWITEE | TE-(@FSEle e TH
OIS ST SviATe el e |
« FAT @8 WH FeITFA G
@& TEelf T | TS IRET 0 TR
eI CarEel SEAR, ISAG
B ) 1 I [ [ B £ | (A TR E R [ A T
AT R0 WO TF q 9T AS
3351 » R orfea = | o vafe
SaErEa Geneey e @R =W e

SIS W9l |
wrifte WeARTAA BRI HE T

Bfeifae SU-8re ey, 1S Wb
NG (T QA (IIT TFSIH SR ICIE,
ORI (5CH (A A FCACR LY #1°07
tef cAirire Tl | IEfore Cofd
(o TSI AR TLIRETT IR
A QAT FH (SNTR >d> WIS
o¢ =elee | TSI AR Wb @i
AT COfR (AT | oS JZAd Wb
« sifasre e v8¢ (FI TAlET Vool |
wdffe. 9% 2o (SfF (oiE el
FOACR LA (TG Cad | FEIREFE T
T (A¥1F TSI (S ST AR R
YEE bey @I ©oE, TS TLReEd
G432 N & © T ¢ @I T |

WICE T TLF TFSI I AeTF
TS (O (ATHE TR 8
TeNFIaedl T, @E
FraCe o s oot FEAA 7w f2# |
q o fita Tl T AT T |
AP QTS T AYETS IRET 12 AN
=4t Bfb S | G5 @61 TR NEA
TAFSIHA CFLE | O (A et
WG T 47 gFSi FACR, SR &S
gk aFeiAres oo | wdie vt
Aol FNCT | GIATT BifEd FHR |
W AETF 2 R AR B,
forren, SRrsa Wre! (THeE!
B3OS WA TFSiN SR | @5
% Y& TR AT S0 SACHE
@ FEANEA T@ | 909 (o115 TSy

BTETH! GF AR, IS AW OF AR

4 ©f fea wfvegst @l Ao |
Gy (STEa WY ASE Fe BAWH
G ATLT | TS TeAWH RS IS
AZa | IMe G AT TeoAmA BifecH

TS @ AT T | S 9e

raTet FFel Aree T HeifER
(I 4T AL TR AT |

B ©e-Beire IR, HefS
SRR N WA SIS SR
FFSINCeS 33 5IfS | (ZIF GHCIRER
TSI FACZE Y * SIS | €Y R0 .
e, JafEwe 8¢, FINel € PINeIEe
79T PLACZ Q *S1H | 21D 8 AT *Ta
WA TR GFR AR G A
TR SO MO | O FEF0 AN
eI bl e | @ Ruifie ¢
TS TNEF TFON ([@UeR ¢ oI
TSl | FIFCT (@O 99 8 2B 2T
S *T |

TSN T @ YRR
el o freeetet o wikgs
AR TYLAD] I& | FrEiAg TaqqR
edw (BTY TG AN grEH
(ST 4T S (AT ST 8-
AR (ST FEFTS! IS
T ez | e crerat 99 PN
0@ Ael) BIfEA! FCACE, AR TSl
R AFIfe FI0E | (W 9 ¢
FEefaaema aferafe B
Ao fors 21fR 1, TNANCS! 8
e e «rafe 71, o s
efSraifare T Frond?’ 2 3R
R wiEe- e ffEs e
g srwer ReaerE Fw
eTIfFaEE wifR |

IETT ©I2 AT SO
Feolly ey v SIS ¢ofte

sifzfafen Tafs wivle gz Al

~ 08 APR 2028



;Y e

8T 80 B 4TA TS Ojtal-fofewm
=@ S @S FSaeay aweNeRE
i offaee TR | TS FEP IR
7ol ([@UETRS | O ¢ I oifS
e (@ FHifee T AweR | T
6 SR IRAT G TN QA
TSR WG b eI @ |
208¢-2Y SRAR 1 T4 AT 9O
Waﬁﬂmmﬁmﬁmﬁwwﬁ
w7 Bt weeif| e | (AU
2RI TAE Bl Wi WY TFel
FAE e \2 |

7o Tagm g (3FR) e
ﬁ!}?"lf\ﬂﬁ TEAsT 2foram e
FTECE | TS (W4l T, TS FFeing
sifiriel 98y (it TEANE TTH TR |
. o JRCAR W6 Fweia “AfFae &2
gse (i wod | Sl OF IR
YT TFSIA FCACE 99 (I T,
mcﬁ%mhmmemﬁ?%ﬁm
YIS T 8¢o-¢oo (G T A
TSI W |

FFeiNg @ DIl Aera FEd
Rrraaee o7l T, WFH A% §F 9R
% (I 999, b, oo
ot AN RISt (@B A4H
Qi 29 TR (i TSEAT TSHTH
et Tei Aifdey FacR | FH A
siofy TFSIA P R R (TISCEH | 9
mwﬁwmmﬁmﬁﬁeﬁ
SR | GFF TR X A o
- BoErE Ao do W TS FEAN TR
e | @ T WCEF AR GF-gSIAA
T 43 TeAH 8 e
% ozt | e @ AR ge @ FH
FEoif FoaCR WS | S befe
W e T W o IR
GF3 FAEE (5T AT FCAR 8
. R ke A | @ TN 5 TSI
S #AfEe © TEE ¢ s &I -
weEd West | e SREEd @R TN
I TG
ey (@ | 1 TR TR SHISIRE
@ Teia e fer TEAET
AR 2Bt U LA LT WA
o A TRLAE Tro-T I IR
BTG | AT-CFOANS PO TF
qITS Sio SIS el fewe |
«q TR 93 T Aeifees W
@R TS T | TS IREE 03 FAIR
GHIPIBTR (RN SRR, TSAE
I AT AN AT
ABI Y0 TSI €F A AT AT
381 § Fifs widea =1 | ¥ vare
wfaeEa SR el @ =W ¢
Wolerig Tl |
C pete SRS Ao W SN
(ATFE AT TS [FROT (RI56
T | 9T ST ST O T ©
SR WOl | TN GBS (T
4113 57 | WIS FFel SICal S
[T ¢ HOITAT ST | SIACH TN
q Weled | TCOAH TN L b oI |
R TN TACE H8 TIFE 0
ol | SHIRTS TFelH ZeH
oS PN | FFOIN I W
=y ¢ i 3t St eI |
RIS FCH S oI |

PLo Sl = & s Y W oW T T e eam—— —

TH (TS TE T (ULF W TR R
TEE ey @I o, T A9
a2 S feE © TER e &I T4 |
itk IT ST Tl FC TR
o T (oI TAMA @
T So FiTa ool TR T & |
4 So i TFei T 2R Wb |
(AP AT YT I IR X
=41 Bf6 AT | 9Bt GFo! F NHA
AFSINE (L@ | @ (TR T
w5 W 47a Tl IR, O A%
k7 FwelRres e | widie
TR 2151 et deorw o
TSI TNE | (I ifkal TR |
i AT 2ol RO R O,
forrod, SIAed Neo! (Il
33T WA 7T ST | @7
% T AR TACT S0 ST
@ THANEA T@ | T (51101 TGAeT &
AT OF TENR, I AW OlF AR
=74 ©f A Sfrome! @ e
wﬁﬁmﬁa.mmm%‘%ﬂm
78 FSE | TS T RS A
oz | Ae @dR S TermA BT
TS @A T @ | O @
it TP Aeea & Rl
(I AT (A TR AT |
S SU-BAie IR, Here
SRR AW T S I8 AR

08 APR 2026

. rreifroe aFs ifS | @ GACIREE

TN FICZ R AT | SFLY R0
oied, SRS 8¢, BIAY! € HIeES
S{7el] TCNCE A TSI | A6 8 A AT
e IR OF2 TN FEAH FH
AR O FI | SR TR R
ol frgbt (erE | (@ Rfie
IR Ted TSI (@R ¢ ORI
ST | IO @GR 09 8 ABF 2Tl
S FSIR |

TSI ZEE @ YRR
R wiRgS

FARIR

areivaTR 9!, [T Qs 8w
R Te, T e o e
e SerTerE afSTaiNt (eTE Sid
Tl 4T TS B FAR GeE ToH
AATO A | )




The Financ:_‘al Express
08 APR 2026

'PM writes to UN Secy Gen for
- LDC graduation deferral

FHM HUMAYAN KABIR

Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman has requested the
United Nations to defer
Bangladesh's graduation
from the Least Developed
Country (LDC) category by at
least three years to ensure a
sustainable transition amid
internal and external shocks.
The premier on Sunday wrote
to UN Secretary-General
Anténio Gliterres seeking the
deferral, officials said on
Tuesday.

The request, submitted to
the UN chief on Monday,
comes as Bangladesh
grapples with a "preparatory
period" that officials say was
effectively derailed by a
"polycrisis" of global and
domestic shocks, a highly
placed source told The
Financial Express.
Bangladesh was scheduled to
graduate from the LDC

récommended coordinating

© Tarique seeks transition extension
amid internal, external shocks

© Cites multiple crises that disrupted
>-yr preparatory transition period

© Economy strained by inflation,
- reserves fall, banking stress

© Say RMG sector fears export losses
after losing trade preferences

category to a developing
nation in November this year.

with fellow graduating
countries such as Nepal and

If the UN accepts therequest,  Lao PDR to pursue a deferral
the country will get an . until 2030, leaving the final
additional three years=until’ decision to the elected
November 2029 -- to government.

complete its transition.
Following calls from leaders
of top business chambers,
trade bodies and some
economists, the interim
government had earlier

In his formal communication,
Tarique Rahman noted that
while Bangladesh meets the
three eligibility criteria -- per
capita income, Human Assets
Index and Economic
Vulnerability Index -- the

! R

-

Bangladesh's graduation.

volatility driven by
geopolitical tensions -~

, further constraining fiscal
space and institutional
capacity.
The prime minister also
underscored the burden of
hosting displaced Rohingya
people from Myanmar,
despite declining
international aid.
Citing tHe "Graduation
Readiness Assessment"
report prepared by the UN-
OHRLLS and the IMF's recent
outlook, Mr Rahman formally
requested the UN to defer

Bangladesh lost valuable
time during its five-year

adopted the Smooth

February, necessitating an
additional three years.
Another official at the
Ministry of Finance said
recent political upheavals,
including the July 2024

transition of power,

He said that due to political
instability and a prolonged
interim government period,

preparation phase and only

Transition Strategy (STS) in

uprising and the subsequent

alongside irregularities in the

five-year preparatory -
window was largely
consumed by crisis
management.

In the letter, he said the
newly formed government
inherited a severely strained
macroeconomic environment
marked by prolonged capital
flight, limited access to
finance for the private sector,
a weakened capital market,
rising poverty and mounting
pressure on the banking
sector,

Highlighting the
deterioration of
macroeconomic indicators,
he said these challenges have
been compounded by
overlapping shocks, including
the lingering socio~economic
impacts of the Covid-19
pandemic, climate-induced
disasters such as the 2024
floods, and global price

financial and banking
sectors, declining foreign

.

exchange reserves, persistent

inflation and the fiscal
burden of hosting overa

million Rohingya refugees,

economy.

have weighed heavily on the

The primary concern behind

the request is the looming
loss of international support
measures (ISMs) following

graduation.

Once Bangladesh graduates,

it will face a "preference

cliff" -~ losing duty-free and

quota-free marketaccess to

major economies.
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