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Bangladesh-Malaysia trade set for high-

tech boost as

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Bangladesh’s exports to Malaysia have
surged more than fivefold over the past
decade, climbing from $56 million to
nearly $300 million, reflecting deepening
bilateral trade ties, said Mohd Shuhada
Othman, high commissioner of Malaysia
to Bangladesh.

He said the next phase of cooperation
would centre on high-tech collaboration
in the semiconductor industry and

stronger engagement in the global Halal

economy.

The envoy made the remarks at the
Silver Jubilee celebration marking the
25th anniversary of the Bangladesh-
Malaysia Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (BMCCI), held yesterday at the
Sheraton Dhaka, according to a press
release.

In his address, Othman commended
BMCCI for supporting Malaysia’s
position as the ninth-largest investor
in Bangladesh. He also unveiled the
chamber’s new logo as chief guest at the
event.

Shabbir A Khan, president of BMCCI,
expressed pride in the chamber’s
journey since its inception in 2001,
describing the Silver Jubilee logo as a
symbol of resilience, collaboration and
forward-looking momentum for the
next 25 years.

He paid tribute to the 12 founding
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a to Bangladesh, inaugurates the Silver Jubilee celebration marking the

25th anniversary of the Bangladesh-Malaysia Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BMCCI), at the Sheraton Dhaka yesterday.

members whose foresight laid the
foundation of the chamber and
acknowledged the contributions of past
presidents and members to its steady
growth. Looking ahead, Khan reaffirmed
BMCCI's commitment to diversifying
business engagement and strengthening

the longstanding ties between the two
countries.

Over the past 25 years, BMCCI has
worked to enhance strategic capabilities
among business communities by
organising investment forums, trade fairs,
business delegation exchanges, seminars

and symposiums between Bangladesh |

and Malaysia.

Salahuddin Kasem Khan, former
president and founding director of the
chamber, was also present, alongside
senior officials, business leaders and
executives from various sectors.
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Bﬂi—ﬂgladesil’ s RMG market share
in EU rises to 21.57%

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

The market share of Bangladesh in the
European Union’s (EU) apparel market
increased to 21.57 percent in 2025 from
20.78 percent in 2024 thanks to the rising
demand for locally made apparel items in
the EU. :

In 2025, Bangladesh retained its
position as the second-largest garment

.supplier to the EU, shipping apparel

worth 19.41 billion euros, up from 18.31
billion euros in 2024, according to
Eurostat data. :

China, the largest garment exporter,
held a 29.54 percent market share by

exporting apparel worth 26.58 billion
euros to the EU in 2025, Eurostat also
reported. In 2025, the EU imported
garment items worth 89.99 billion euros
in total.

Turkey was the third-largest garment
exporter to the EU in 2025, while India
ranked fourth.
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‘Exportsto
Malaysia

Jjump fivefold
in a decade

FE REPORT

Bangladesh's exports to
Malaysia have increased
more than fivefold over the
past decade, rising from $56
million to nearly $300
million, reflecting stronger
bilateral trade ties, said
Mohd Shuhada Othman,
High Commissioner of
Malaysia to Bangladesh.
He said future cooperation
would prioritise high-tech
.collaboration, particularly in
semiconductors, and deeper
engagement in the global
halal economy.
The envoy made the remarks
at the Silver Jubilee
celebration of the
_Bangladesh-Malaysia
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (BMCCI) at the
Sheraton Dhaka on Saturday.

He commended BMmc
strengthening trade :::;or
investment relations and
Supporting Malaysia's
Position as the ninth-largest

abbir A Khan, President of
- BMCCI, highlighted thew?-f
| guam!:er'.spmgresssince its
nf!mgm 2001, describing
theSilver Jubilee logoas s -
symbol of resilience
growth. He paid tri
12 fbundingmelﬁbzurst:l:lﬂ‘e
acknowledged the
contributions of former
leaders, '
Over the past 25 yea
B_MCCI has promoyteedrs’
| bilateral business through
investment forums, trade -
fairs, business delegatlons,

seminars and symposiums /




CPDh urge
US trade ¢
reforms in

Dbusiness as usual bureaucratic ap-
proach, unveiling a comprehensive
13-sector policy roadmap to guide
the government’s executive and leg-
islative decisions over the first 180
days and the next five years.

The recommendations were pre-
sented yesterday at a media briefing
titled “New government’s economic
and social sector policy and admin-
istrative decisions: 180 days and
beyond,” held at the CPD office in

Dhaka.

~ CPDresearch director Khondaker
Golam Moazzem presented the ex-
tensive analysis, emphasising that
the new administration must adopt
knowledge-based decision-making
and deeply decentralise power to
overcome systemic inefficiencies,

Taking a firm stance on recent
international negotiations, the CPD
warned that the US trade agreement
severely jeopardises Bangladesh’s
smooth transition strategy (STS) for
LDC graduation, /

According to the think tank, the
agreement’s clauses completely re-
strict Bangladesh’s independence in
terms of trade and investment with
third countries, It forces Bangladesh
to comply with US border measures
and restricts the imposition of digi-
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S 80vt to Scrap
leal, Proposes
I3 sectors

The CPD strongly advised the
government to withdraw from this
agreement before notifications are
exchanged and also urged a review
of the Economic Partnership Agree-
ment (EPA) with Japan, as it contro-
versially allows duty-free imports of
LNG, thereby delaying the country’s
renewable energy transition.

Beyond trade, the CPD’s analy-
sis spanned critical macroeconomic
areas, including resource mobili-
sation, the business environment,
and foreign direct investment (FDI).
With the country’s tax-to-GDP ratio
plunging to a South Asian low of
6.8%, the think tank recommended
forming a tax ombudsman, consol-
idating the current eight VAT slabs
into a three-tier structure, and elim-
inating tax incentives for high-emis-
sion fossil fuel power producers,

To attract FDI and ease the cost
of doing business, CPD proposed en-
acting a Single Digital Interface Act
to legally bind ministries to integrate
their databases. They also suggested
translating the government’s pledges
of 48-hour company registration and
30-day profit repatriation into en-
forceable legal standards, alongside
establishing specialised commercial
courts for rapid dispute resolution,

Turning to the power and ener-

8y sector, the CPD heavily criticised
the government’s ambitious target
to generate 35 GW of electricity by
2030.

“There is no need to fix the BNP’s
distant target of 35 gigawatts for
2030. Because within that target,
We again see an indication of pro-
moting fossil fuels. Therefore, we
believe that instead of sticking to
the 35-gigawatt target, it would be
better to move towards a more real-
istic goal - as CPD had suggested —
that reaching 30 gigawatts by 2040
would be sufficient. We think the
New government should proceed
with such a target in mind,” said Dr
Golam Moazzem,

Instead of expanding domestic
coal extraction and building new in-
land LNG terminals, the government
was advised to adopt a strict ‘no new
fossil fuel-based power generation’
policy.

The think tank recommended
shifting focus toward domestic gas
exploration through Bapex, ex-

— — —

panding the national rooftop solar

programme, and inserting ‘No Elec-
tricity, No Pay’ clauses in all future
power purchase agreements to elim-
inate the heavy burden of uncondi-
tional capacity charges.

On the social front, the CPD ad-
dressed pressing issues surrounding

labor rights, child labour, and inter-
national migration,

Addressing the alarming rise
in child labour, which currently
traps 3.5 million children, Golam
Moazzem proposed utilising the
newly planned Family Card scheme
to provide conditional cash transfers
to vulnerable households, strictly
tied to withdrawing their children
from hazardous work and sending
them back to school.

To protect outbound migrant
workers from rampant extortion, the
government was urged to dismantle
entrenched recruitment syndicates,
mandate digital financial transac-
tions for all recruitment fees, and
transform Technical Training Cen-
tres (TTCs) into dedicated overseas
placement hubs aligned with global
market demands.

Golam Moazzem said true ac-
countability cannot be achieved
if the government operates solely
on the “one leg” of the executive
branch. He strongly advocated for
parliamentary reforms.

CPD recommended ensuring that
opposition MPs lead key parliamen-
tary standing committees, such as
the Public Accounts Committee, and
reforming the Prime Minister’s Ques-
tion Time to be ballot-based rather
than executive-controlled.
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