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/China-based

firm

to invest $30.47m
in Bepza EZ

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Green Pure Houseware (BD) Co Ltd, a
China (Hong Kong)-based company,
. is set to invest $30.47 million to set
up a manufacturing plant in the

Bepza Economic Zone.
Md Tanvir Hossain, executive
director  (investment promotion)

of Bangladesh Export Processing
Zones Authority (Bepza) and Wang
Shenyu, managing director of Green
Pure Houseware, signed a land
lease agreement on behalf of their
respective sides at the Bepza Complex
in Dhaka yesterday, according to a
press release. -

The company will mainly produce
~ greenhouse hydroponics tents --
specialised portable structures for
soil-less cultivation.

Additionally, EVA cabinet mats,

cartons, and PE packaging films will
also be manufactured at the facility.
The products will be exported
to major international markets,
including the US, Europe, the UK,
Canada, and Japan.

The project is expected to create
3,000 jobs for Bangladeshi nationals.

Major  General — Mohammad
Moazzem Hossain, executive
chairman of Bepza, witnessed the
signing ceremony. He welcomed the
investors and reaffirmed Bepza's
commitment to providing seamless
services and a business-friendly
environment. '

Senior Bepza officials, including
Abdullah Al Mamun, member
engineering), ANM Foyzul Haque,
member (finance), and ASM Anwar
Parvez, executive director (public

relations), were also present. g
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Exporters fear longer lead
times, higher costs

JASIM UDDIN

Bangladesh's exporters are bracing
for longer shipment lead times and
higher freight costs amid fears that
an escalation of the Middle East
conflict could disrupt key global trade
routes, particularly the Strait of
Hormuz.

Businesses say prolonged instability
may suspend flights through major
Gulf transit hubs, delay cargo
movement, inflate freight charges,
and disrupt energy supplies, thus
putting fresh pressure on an already
fragile external trade sector.
Industry leaders warn that any
shutdown of the Strait of Hormuz, a
critical maritime chokepoint, will
sharply raise transport costs.

A significant portion of vessels sailing
from the Chittagong Port to Europe
pass through the strait.

If the route becomes inaccessible,
ships will have to reroute via longer
corridors, such as the Cape of Good
Hope, extending transit times by
thousands of kilometres and driving
up freight expenses.

. Business leaders stress that the

broader geopolitical fallout, rather
than direct trade exposure to Iran,
poses the greater threat to
Bangladesh's export competitiveness
and shipment lead times.

The government, however, says it is
closely monitoring the situation.
Commerce Secretary Mahbubur
Rahman says the authorities are
assessing developments in the Middle
East and preparing contingency
measures.

"We held discussions at our
respective levels on Saturday night
and are now working on plans to
ensure the supply chain remains
smooth," he said on Sunday.
Mohammad Hatem, president of the

GULF TENSIONS & BANGI.AI)ESH EXPIIRTS

TRADE ROUTE AT RISK

© Strait of Hormuz key route
for vessels from Chittagong

Port to Europe

© Possible rerouting via Cape

of Good Hope

Thousands of extra kilometers

{ Longer transit times
Higher freight costs

Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association, says
Bangladesh's direct trade with Iran is
limited, but the indirect fallout could
bessignificant.

"We have yet to fully recover from the
shock of the Russia-Ukraine war.
Fresh geopolitical tensions could once
again destabilise global trade," he
said, adding that longer shipping
routes would inevitably increase both
costs and delivery times.

Exports to Europe are particularly
vulnerable, as buyers often rely on air
freight to meet tight delivery
deadlines.

However, airspace closures across
parts of the Middle East have already
disrupted cargo flights, creating
uncertainty for time-sensitive
shipments.

Two global shipping giants - CMA
CGM and Hapag-Lloyd - have
reportedly suspended navigation
through the Guif and the Strait of
Hormuz until further notice,
rerouting vessels around the Cape of

> Delayed shlpments to Europe

© Rising container rates

@ Supply chain uncertainty
» Exporters urge alternative transit access via India

GOVT POSITION

@ Monitoring developments
@ Preparing contingency plans
@ Assures adequate fuel reserves

'Good Hope.

Faruque Hassan, former president of
the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA), says the
conflict could have multi-layered
impacts, particularly as several
regional air routes remain disrupted.
"The prolonged conflict will create
further difficulties at a time when we
were expecting a business rebound,"
he said, expressing hope for a swift
resolution.

Shovon Islam, managing director of
Sparrow Group, also warned of
prolonged uncertainty in global
commerce.

He urged the government to engage
with the Indian authorities to restore
alternative transit facilities for air
shipments, as exporters heavily
depend on Middle Eastern hubs for
cargo destined for Western markets.
Former BGMEA director Mohiuddin
Rubel cautioned that tensions in the
Strait of Hormuz could push up global
oil and gas prices.

\

Higher fuel import bills would
increase pressure on electricity
generation costs, trade balance, and
inflation, potentially slowing overall
economic growth, he said.

Businesses also fear possible disruptions
in imports of oil, liquefied natural gas
(LNG), and liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) from the Middle East.

Prime Minister's Foreign Affairs
Adviser Humayun Kabir, however,
said there was no immediate reason
for concern over fuel supplies, noting
that the country currently held
adequate reserves.

Although the Strait of Hormuz
remains a vital global energy corridor,
Bangladesh's bilateral trade with Iran
is minimal.

Official data shows exports to Iran -
mostly jute yarn - reached $10.9
million in FY25, while imports stood
at $0.5 million.

Bilateral trade between the two /

/

countries has remained largely
stagnant for years.

.1‘

/
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BGMEA warns factories
after Indian buyer fails
to clear export bill

MONIRA MUNNI

The Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA) has
asked its member factories to refrain
from -doing business with four Indian
companies as one of the buyers allegedly
failed to pay for goods already shipped.
The alert came after Styleverse Lifestyle
Pvt Ltd did not pay a local exporter, Ducati
Apparels Ltd, despite it having exported
garments to the company, sources said.
The apparel apex body issued the
instruction through a notification on
Saturday, naming the companies as
Indian Garage Co, Styleverse Lifestyle
Pvt Ltd, Aditya Birla Fashion and Retail
Ltd and Grasim Industries Limited.
"Styleverse Lifestyle Pvt Ltd, a sister

- concern of the Aditya Birla Group, has
failed to settle outstanding export
payment amounting to US$426,830.66
despite completion of the export
shipment," the notification said.

As a result of the unpaid export bill, the
exporting company has reportedly been
facing significant financial, commercial
and social hardship, it added.

When asked, BGMEA president Mahmud
Hasan Khan said the association had
repeatedly attempted to resolve the
matter amicably and contacted senior
officials of the four companies on
several occasions.

Styleverse Lifestyle
Pvt Ltd, a sister
concern of the Aditya
Birla Group, has failed
to settle outstanding

export payment
amounting to
USS$S426,830.66
despite completion
of the export
shipment

"But they did not pay the local factory,"
he said. '
Talking to the FE, Managing Director of
Ducati Apparels Ltd Md Khayer Mia said
Styleverse Lifestyle placed work orders
for 94,000 pieces of woven items in
December 2024 and the goods were
shipped in April through the Benapole-
Petrapole border.

The customs authorities usually release
goods after receiving the required
documents from banks, but the Indian
customs released the shipment without
such documents, he alleged.

When he contacted Styleverse, it raised

product quality complaint, although the
goods had been inspected by its
representatives before shipment, said
Mr Khayer.

Later, the company made various
excuses and eventually did not pay about
US$0.42 million (around Tk 50 to 55
million), he said, adding that he
subsequently lodged complaints with
BGMEA, the Indian High Commission and
relevant ministries in both countries.

In the notification, BGMEA said the
company's failure to participate in the
arbitration process has created financial
risk and commercial uncertainty for its
member factories.

As the foreign buyers continue to
conduct business with other BGMEA
member factories, such dealings could
expose them to potential financial risks
in the future, it said, urging members to
refrain from entering into any new
business transactions with the four
companies and their representatives.
BGMEA also warned that if any'party
proceeds with business dealings despite
the advisory, the individual or company
concerned will be responsible for any
subsequent complications.

The association further asked members
to obtain its approval before issuing
utilisation declarations (UD) in favourof |

these companies. '
) munni_fe@yahop.?{ :




The Financial Express
0 2 MAR 2026

BEPZA : 51gns US$30 A47m deal for
manufacturmg hydrop omcs _tent

Green Pure Houseware (BD)-
"Company Ltd, a China (Hong
Kong)-based company, will
invest US$ 30.47 millionto- -
_produce Greenhouse
Hydroponics Tents-

specialised portable enclosed

" structures designed for-
" soilless plant cultivation-
alongside EVA cabinet mats,

o

and high-value export

.product, reflecting BEPZA's

' strategic focus on product «

-~ diversification and entry into

. -specialised global markets. =
" The products will be exported

- tomajor international

* < destinations including the

USA, Europe, the UK Canada,

° * and Japan. The project is'

cartons, and PE packaging | expectedtocreate

films, says a press release. employment opportunities for
The company has S|gned a BTy S S e 5 , . 3,000 Bangladeshi nationals.
land lease agreement with £ e T R s e N Abdullah Al Mamun, Member
ttje -Ban-gl__adesh Export  BEpZA Executive Director (lnvestment Promotion) Md Tamnr Hossain and Green Pure - (Engineering); ANM Foyzul

rocessing ZonesAuthofity - yoyseware Managing Director Wang Shenyu signed the agreement on ‘behalf of their . Hague, Member (Finance);

((BEPZA) to establish a _respective organisations at the BEPZA Complexin the capltal on Sl.lnday. . ~~ ASMAnwar Parvez, Executive
manufacturing facility at the " Director (Public Relations);
BEPZA Economic Zone. Pure Houseware Managmg . atthe BEPZA Complex in the _,-Moazzem Hossaln mtnessed ' along with senior officials of
_BEPZA Executive Director. ~* Director Wang Shenyu signed capital on Sunday % 4 thesigning ceremony .. -BEPZA, and representativas

(Investment Prornotlon) Md ;- theagreementonbehalfof = . BEPZA Executive Chalrman ~-.The hydropomcs ;ents » ‘of the company, atteded the
; .Tanwr Hossam and Green B their re5pect|veorganlsat|ons Ma] Geh Mohammad ;epresenta non—tradltlona,_, . J event.. vty i /
: ¥ ' - e g 4 ) 1» ._,'__,1-1-_ . . o y r,

|
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‘Green Pure Houseware to
invest $30m in hydroponics
tent factory at Bepza EZ

INVESTMENT - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Bangladesh is set to begin manu-
facturing greenhouse hydropon-
ics tents, as Green Pure Houseware
(BD), a Hong Kong-based company,
has signed a land lease agreement
with the Bangladesh Export Process-
ing Zones Authority to establish a
production facility at the Bepza Eco-
nomic Zone.

The company will invest $30.47
million to manufacture specialised

portable greenhouse hydroponics
tents desi for soil-less plant
cultivation, along with EVA cabinet
mats, cartons and PE packaging
films. The project reflects Bepza’s
strategy to diversify export products
and enter higher-value specialised
global markets.

The products are expected to
be exported to major international
destinations, including the United
States, Europe, the United Kingdom,
Canada and Japan. The initiative is
projected to create employment op-
portunities for around 3,000 Bangla-
deshi nationals.

The agreement was signed yester-

B AT

f!l

* Officials of Bepza and Grveen Pure Houseware (BD)

e R p——

{ l

at the Bepza Complex in Dhaka on Sunday. PHOTO: COURTESY

day at the Bepza Complex in Dhaka.
Executive Director (Investment Promo-
tion) Tanvir Hossain signed on behalf
of Bepza, while Managing Director

Wang Shenyu signed for the company.

The ceremony was witnessed by
Bepza Executive Chairman Moham-

mad Moazzem Hossain.

Welcoming the investment, the ex-
ecutive chairman reaffirmed Bepza’s
commitment to providing seamless
services and a business-friendly envi-
ronment to support the project’s suc-
cessful implementation and operation.

J‘.éi

exchange documents after signlng aland lease agreement

The event was attended by Mem-
ber (Engineering) Abdullah Al Ma-
mun, Member (Finance) ANM Foyzul

Haque, Executive Director (Public
Relations) ASM Anwar Parvez, along /

with senior Bepza officials and com-
pany representatives. ;
/i
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