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GTB 2026 AND GAPEXPO BEGIN

The Financial Express
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Packaging industry can reach
$50b exports: Amir Khasru

FE REPORT

Bangladesh's packaging industry has
the potential to reach $50 billion in
exports if proper policy supportis
provided, said BNP Standing Committee
member and former commerce minister
Amir Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury on
Wednesday.

"1f the BNP is able to form the next
government, adequate policies will be
formulated to support the sector," he
added while addressing the
inauguration ceremony of GTB 2026
(Garment Technology Bangladesh), the
country's largest garment technology
exhibition.

Referring to the success of the apparel
sector, Khasru said that if Bangladesh's
garment industry can achieve exports
worth $50 billion, the packaging
industry can also reach the same
milestone, provided it receives sufficient
attention and policy backing.

The four-day exhibition, jointly
organised by ASK Trade & Exhibitions
Pvt Ltd and the Bangladesh Garments
Accessories & Packaging Manufacturers
& Exporters Association (BGAPMEA),
began on Wednesday at the Expo Village
of the International Convention City
Bashundhara (ICCB) in the capital.
"The global packaging market is
enormous, but Bangladesh remains an
aver-regulated country for doing
business, which makes
entrepreneurship extremely difficult,"
Amir Khasru said.

"Today, packaging often attracts more
attention than the product itself.
Consumers are increasingly influenced
by packaging when making purchasing
decisions, making it a highly promising
sector," he added.

"To remain competitive, the industry
must embrace technological
advancement, smart manufacturing and
environmentally sustainable solutions.
"'skill development of the workforce
must also be prioritised through
coordinated efforts by both the
government and the private sector," he
noted.

Addressing the event as a distinguished
guest, BKMEA President Mohammad
Hatem said the country's accessories
industry has the capacity to meet the
requirements of local apparel

. manufacturers.

He urged the government to impose
restrictions on imports of accessories
that are already produced locally in
sufficient quantity and quality'to meet
industry demand.

BGAPMEA President Md Shahriar said
Bangladesh is missing out on untapped
opportunities in the global packaging
market -- estimated at around $700
billion -- due to inadequate policy
support and the absence of export:
incentives.

He said the packaging and accessories
sector has already demonstrated strong
export capacity, with direct exports
nearing $1.6 billion and deemed exports
exceeding $7.8 billion.

"However, the industry has been unable
to scale up further because of persistent
policy and regulatory constraints."
Despite growing global demand for
packaging products, Bangladesh has
struggled to secure a meaningful share
of the market mainly because no cash
incentive is available for direct exports,
along with other structural barriers, he
added.

"Packaging products exported directly
from Bangladesh are not eligible for any

cash incentive, whereas countries such
as China, Vietnam, Cambodia and |
Indonesia offer incentives ranging from |
4.0 per cent to 17 per cent," he said, |
noting that the sector has never been
brought under any export incentive
scheme, weakening its global
competitiveness.
Special guests at the eventincluded NBR
Chairman Md Abdur Rahman Khan.
Other distinguished guests were BGMEA
acting president Salim Rahman and ,
Bangladesh Association of Banks /
Chairman Abdul Hai Sarker. ',
GTB 2026 is showcasing awide rangeof ~
state-of-the-art garment machinery,
accessories, packaging solutions, yarn and
fabrics, creating significant opportunities
for local manufacturers to access advanced
technologies under one roof.
Alongside GTB 2026, two other major
exhibitions are being held concurrently -
- GAPEXPO 2026, the largest garments
accessories and packaging exhibition in
Bangladesh, and Bangladesh Yarn
Fabrics & Accessories 2026.
More than 450 brands from over 15
countries are participating in the
exhibitions, displaying their products
across 1,500 booths, making it the
largest garment technology event in the
country.
Tipu Sultan Bhuiyan, managing director
of ASK Trade & Exhibitions Pvt Ltd, said
technological transformation is no
longer optional for Bangladesh's
garment industry.
"GTB provides a unique platform where
entrepreneurs can explore the latest
global innovations and directly source
technologies best suited for their
factories, helping them enhance ’
efficiency and sustainability," he said./
newsmanjasi@gmail, m/"
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7Zant Accessories Limited to invest

- FEREPORT

Foam manufacturer Zant Accessories
Limited is set to invest Tk 800 million in
the National Special Economic Zone
(NSEZ) in Chattogram.
It will establish a plant on five acres of
land to manufacture polyurethane foam,
polyethylene foam, recycled foam,
mattress, pillow, comforter and shoe
insole.
To this effect the company on
Wednesday inked a land lease
agreement with the Bangladesh
Economic Zones Authority (BEZA) at the
latter's office in the city's Agargaon
area, said a statement.
BEZA Executive Member (Investment
Development) Saleh Ahmed and Zant
Accessories Chairman Md. Tafazzal
'Hossain signed the deal on behalf of
their respective sides. Senior officials of
BEZA and the signing company were
present.
According to the project proposals, the

Land lease

agreement

inked with
BEZA

upcoming industrial unit would be an
export-oriented and environmentally-
friendly industrial initiative, which will
use comparatively less water and
electricity and will not require gas. The
company plans to commence
commercial production from May 2027.
It is noteworthy that the company
already has an industrial factory at the
Karnaphuli Export Processing Zone.
Zant Accessories plans to import around
90 per cent of its raw materials from
China, South Korea, the United Arab
Emirates, and Malaysia to produce
goods locally.

Tk 800m in NSEZ in Ctg

Establishment of this industrial unit is
expected to create significant
employment opportunities at the local
level and add new momentum to the
country's export sector.

At the same time, through modern
technology and quality production, it is
hoped that Bangladesh's
competitiveness in the international
market will be further strengthened.
Congratulating the company, Mr. Saleh.
Ahmed said that this fresh investment
by Zant Accessories has been an
example of BEZA's environmentally-
friendly industrial initiatives. He
expressed the hope that such export-
oriented industrial ventures would
encourage other domestic and foreign
investors to invest in the NSEZ, the
flagship industrial conclave of the BEZA.
According BEZA officials, around 17
industrial enterprises are already

* operating at the NSEZ and 24 industrial

enterprises are under construction. -
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/RMG exports
-/ to EU, non-
traditional
markets slip
slightly -

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Ready-made garment
(RMG) exports to two
major destinations -- non-
traditional markets and
the European Union (EU)
-- saw a slight decline
in 2025 compared with
2024, mainly due to lower
demand for locally made
garments.

Exports to non-
traditional markets, which
include all destinations
except the EU, the US,
Canada, and the UK, fell
by 0.82 percent to $6.25
billion in 2025, according
to recently published data
from the Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB).

Exports to the EU
.also dropped slightly by
0.50 percent to $19.30
billion compared with the
previous year.

Meanwhile, shipments
to other key markets grew
last year. Exports to the US
rose 4.68 percent to $7.54
billion, while shipments
to Canada and the UK
increased by 7.23 percent
and 149 percent, reaching
$1.33 billion and $4.39
billion, respectively.

Overall, garment exports
reached $38.82 billion in
2025, up 0.89 percent from
2024, according to EPB
data.

Local exporters expect
a strong recovery in
garment exports in 2026,
as the global supply chain
shows positive signs and
Bangladesh prepares for
its general election next
month. They are hopeful
that the business and
investment environment
will return to normal, and
that international clothing /
brands and retailers will
place full-volume orders:
with the factories.
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Packaging industry
could hit $50b in
€Xports with policy
Support: Amir Khasry

EXPO - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Technological modernisation,
supportive policies are
crucial to sustainable growth
of appare| sector, industry
leaders say

technology exhibition, he said the global
Packaging market is vast, | SEEPAGEGCOLY
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CON TINUED FROM pAGE 3 around $700 billion, due to the absence of el market. but Sustaining growth will require
but over-regulation continues to hinder bys;. €xport incentives and Supportive policies, moving beyond labour-intensiye Production,
ness growth in Bangladesh, He said theSECtorCurrenﬂyrecords nearly “To remain competitive, the industry

“Bangladesh js an overregulated coun- $1.6 billionindirectexports and over $7.8 bil- must embrace technological advancement,
for doing business, which makes entre- lion in deemed €xports, but growth remains  smart manufacturing and environmenlally
Preneurship extremely difficult, At the Same  constrained byregulatoryand Policy barriers, Sustainable solutions,” he said, adding that
time, a group of corrupt business oligarchs NBR Chairman Mq Abdur Rahman Khan, workforce skill development must be priori-
has emerged under political patronage, We  FBCCT Admini trator Md AbdurRahimmuan. tised through coordinated government and
want to ensure a Jeye] Playing field for af B President Mohammad Hatem, BG- Private-sector efforts, '
businesses,” he said, MEA Acting President Salim Rahman, and GTB 2026 is showcasing advanced gar-
Highlighting changing consumer behav-  Bangladesh Association of Banks (BAB) ment machinery, dccessories, packaging
iour, Amir Khasry said packaging now often Chairman Abdul Hai Sarker Were also pres- solutions, yarn anq fabrics, offering local
draws more attention than the productitself, ept manufacturers accesg to modem technolo.-
making it a highly Promising export-oriented Industry leaders and policymakers at the gles under one roof,
sector, ; j :
The four-day exhibition, jointly organised tion, higher Productivity and Supportive pol- 2026, the country’s largest garments, acces-
by ASK Trade & Exhibitions Pvt Ltd ang the icies are vital for the long-term sustainability sories and packaging exhibition, and
Bangladesh Garments Accessories & Packag- and global Competitiveness of Bangladesh’s & Acces: '
ing Manufacturers & Exporters Association 7




