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DITF to boost
exports, ‘
economic
activities

Says Yunus

UNB, Dhaka
Highlighting the
importance of economic
stability and growth, Chief
Adviser Prof Muhammad
Yunus "has expressed
optimism that the 30th
Dhaka International Trade
Fair (DITF) 2026 will hf:lp
expand economic activity,
create jobs and strengthen
Bangladesh’s exports.

“From the very outset,
theinterim government has
remained firmly committed
to safeguarding economic
stability and fostering the
desired growth. Against
this backdrop, the Dhaka'
International Trade Fair
stands as an important
instrument for advancing
these goals,” he said in a
message.

Commerce Adviser Sk
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—

The Daily Star
04 JAN 2026

Bashir  Uddin formally
inaugiirated the month-
long event at the China-
Bangladesh Friendship
Exhibition Center (CBFEC)
in  Purbachal, Rupganj
yesterday.

Yunus said he believes
that by promoting local

products, encouraging
diversification and
attracting foreign

investment, the fair will
play an important role in
driving overall national

- development.

- He hoped that all

participating  countries
and institutions would
work together in a spirit
of mutual cooperation
and partnership.
Originally  scheduled
to ‘open on January 1,
the inauguration of the
trade fair was deferred to
January 3 following the
government’s declaration

-of three days of national

mourning over the death
of former prime minister
and BNP chairperson

~Khaleda Zia.



DITF
kicks off

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
The 30th Dhaka
International Trade Fair
(DITF) opened yesterday,
sl:ggrcasing locally made
products to both domestic
and international buyers. Stal'

Commerce Adviser SK The Da“‘
Itlhashir Uddin inaugurated ) '

e month-long fair at
the Bangladesh China 0 l" JAN 2026
Friendship Exhibition
Centre in  Rupganj,
Narayanganj.

“The DITF is more than
just an exhibition. It is
a platform to promote
innovation and develop
entrepreneurship. It also
highlights  Bangladesh’s
commercial growth,”
Bashir Uddin said in a
statement released by the
commerce ministry after
the inauguration. '

qginally scheduled to
start on January 1, the fair
was postponed to January
3 following a three-

national mourning
for the death of former
prime mihister and BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia,

This year, - polythene
bags and single-use
plastics are banned at the
fair. Instead, eco-friendly
shopping bags are being
sold at discounted prices
through the Ministry of
Textiles and Jute. -~

Mohammad Hasan
Arif, vice chairman of the
Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB), said the fair is jointly
organised by the commerce
ministry and the EPB.

He added that alongside
local companies, 11 out
of 324 participating . -
enterprises come from six
other countries.

“As the largest
international  platform
for showcasing products,
the DITF helps promote
Bangladesh and its goods.

It also strengthens the

supply chain,” Arif said.
“The fair encourages
development and
innovation in the
manufacturing sector
by bringing together
entrepreneurs and

s — i ittt v
fioaaided, home and abroad, Mmtidmﬁﬁgg?w‘.smd the
P sk Banghateh el e Hority Soctoe uid]
Is now an important -partner Special Priority Sector’ based
global trade. “The main ler in  their contribution to the econ 1
International Trad goal of the  “To further boost L
sustainable ec‘:neE_lirls to achieve promotion, one pmduc?gmsi " "_‘“dl
developing and e each year as the ‘Product of the Year.’
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Chairperson Khaleda Zia.
This year, polythene
bags and single—use

fair. Instead, eco-friendly
shopping bags are being
sold at discounted prices
through the Ministry of
Textiles and Jute.
Mohammad - Hasan
Arif, vice chairman of the
ort Promotion Bu!'eau
(EPB), said the fair is jointly
organised by the commerce
ministry and the EPB.

" He added that alongside
local companies, }l out
of 324  participating
enterprises come from six

other countries.
“As the largest
international  platform

for showcasing products,
the DITF helps promote
Bangladesh and its goods.
It also strengthens the

ly chain,” Arif said.

‘ sug%}lre fair encourages
development and
innovation in the

' manufacturing sector
by bringing together
entrepreneurs and

i i ) B

businessmen from home and abroad,”
he added. _
Bashir Uddin said Bangladesh
is now an important partner in
 global trade. “The main goal of the
International Trade Fair is to achieve
sustainable economic growth by
developing and diversifying export
‘products,” he added. :
He also highlighted that the
DITF helps access new international
- markets, strengthen trade links,
‘promote  economic  diplomacy,
expand international cooperation,
improve the. country’s image, and
attract foreign investment.

The commerce adviser said the
government identifies certain sectors
as the ‘Highest Priority Sector’ and
‘Special Priority Sector’ based on
their contribution to the economy.

“To further boost exports and
promotion, one product is selected
each year as the ‘Product of the Year.’
This year, I am declaring ‘Paper and
Packaging Products’ as the ‘Product
of the Year’ for 2026,” he added.

Special guests at the fair included
Mahbubur Rahman, secretary of the
commerce ministry, and Md Abdur
Rahim Khan, administrator of The

Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce & Industry. s

——— o

" Sreign companies, offering
%, ectrum of products and

ities.
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Tapash Pramanik

SUKANTA HALDER

Bangladesh’s jute industry is losing
global competitiveness as outdated
machinery, low productivity and high
energy costs keep production expensive,
while rival countries have modernised
and achieved better cost efficiency, said
Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association
(BJSA) Chairman Tapash Pramanik.

Speaking to The Daily Star in a recent
interview, he said the sector remains
heavily dependent on traditional
products such as yarn, hessian and
sacks, even as global demand has shifted
towards diversified, value-added and
blended eco-friendly goods.

“Bangladesh has lagged in research

and development, design development
and the commercialisation of new jute-
based products,” he noted.

Jute used to be one of the most
prominent products of this region. Its
high economic value and importance as
a cash crop once earned it the moniker
of the “golden fibre”. But over the
decades, it has lost its glory.

“The sector is largely treated as a
legacy industry to be protected, not as
a modern agro-industrial value chain to
be rebuilt,” Pramanik said.

i that the sector has
environmental advantages, he said it has
nevertheless failed to regain its former

The Daily Star N

04 JAN 2026 |

Jute sector losing
edge due to high
costs, old technology

.Says chairman of jute spinners’ association

such as mandatory jute packaging, which
undermined market confidence and
demand.

State dominance without meaningful
sector mills to continue operating
without accountability, he added.

At present, according to Pramanik,
the most serious concern for the sector is
high production costs, driven by obsolete
machinery, low labour productivity, high
energy prices and expensive financing.
“These factors make jute products less
competitive than synthetic alternatives
and other natural fibres.”

Limited access to affordable finance
has further restricted modernisation, as

P o == e
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r d
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Abundant supply of high-quality
raw jute

Cost-competitive labour .
compared to peers

Naturally biodegradable, eco-
friendly fibre

TAKEAWAYS FROM INTERVIEW

The government, he said, should
provide stable, long- term policy support
by recognising jute as a strategic export
sector and strictly enforcing existing
jute laws to stabilise domestic and
export demand.

It should also offer affordable financing
through low-interest working capital
facilities and technology upgradation
funds, while reforming sector institutions
to improve accountability and ensure
industry-oriented research and
development (R&D). . °

Support for product diversification,
quality certification and international
branding, backed by active trade
diplomacy, is equally essential, he also

Weaknesses

Pramanik, also the managing director of
Teamex Jute Mills Ltd.

Financial reforms are also needed 1o
treat jute as a priority export industry,
offering single-digit interest loans
export-linked credit facilities.

" Strengthening a R&D),
certiﬁcatim.and;mdmtinmvatkmwﬂl
help capture premium markets, he added.

“Proactive trade diplomacy and

global branding of ‘Bangladeshi Jute'
as a sustainable product are necessary

,”Ilaﬂm. ik said.
_ Climate change poses an additional
risk by affecting jute yields, fibre quality
and cultivable areas.

What needs to change

Technology upgrade, productivity reset

Financing for modernisation

Shift to value-added, diversified products
Stronger R&D
Consistent policy support

v
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sacks, even as global demand has shifted
towards diversified, value-added and
blended eco-friendly goods.
“Bangladesh has lagged in research
and development, design development
and the commercialisation of new jute-
based products,” he noted.
Jute used to be one of the most
inent products of this region. Its
high economic value and importance as
a cash crop once earned it the moniker

of the “golden fibre”. But over the .

decades, it has lost its glory.

“The sector is largely treated as a
legacy industry to be protected, not as
a modern agro-industrial value chain to
be rebuilt,” Pramanik said.

Noting that the sector has
environmental advantages, he said it has
nevertheless failed to regain its former
prominence due to structural, policy-
driven and market-oriented challenges,
while most government initiatives
have been fragmented rather than
tm-xslforn:l.aHe tive.
in policy support for the readymade
garments (RMG) industry, the current
crown jewel of Bangladesh’s export
economy, and the jute industry.

He pointed out that RMG benefited
from predictable incentives, modern
machinery, high ivity, export-
focused strategies, access to low-cost
finance and continuous R&D, enabling
rapid global integration and higher

margins.
In contrast, he said the jute sector
remained t on bulk, low-

value products, suffered from outdated
technology,  financial constraints,
weak institutional support and limited
innovation, leaving it stagnant in exports
and unable to capture

pointed out the stark difference

and other natural fibres.”
Limited access to affordable finance
has further restricted modernisation, as

TAKEAWAYS FROM INTERVIEW

-

Abundant supply of high-quality
raw jute

Cost-competitive labour .-
compared to peers

Naturally biodegradable, eco-
friendly fibre

Long history and skilled labour
base

mills struggle to secure low-interest, long-
term loans.

Technological stagnation remains

widespread, resulting in low efficiency,
highwastageandinconsistmtquality,he

Weak product diversification is
another major challenge.

Despite growing global demand for
diversified and lifestyle-oriented jute

remain dominated by

traditional, low-value items.
“Inconsistent policy support and
weak enforcement create uncertainty for
investors and exporters,” Pramanik said.
(Suma]lity control issues, logistics
bottlenecks, and the absence of
strong global branding and effective
trade  diplomacy  continue 10
erode Bangladesh’s position in the

 international jute market, he added.

To overcome challenges,
Pramanik said the sector requires a
coordinated approach in which the
government acts as an enabler while
private enterprises function as market

UALILY LT LILICOALILAL Sasse sfssms s m= -

branding, backed by trade
diplomacy, is equally essential, he also

Private enterprises; on the, other
hand, should prioritise modernising
production, improving efficiency and
shifting away from low-value commodity
exports.

He added that effective public-
private  coordination through a joint
sector platform is necessary to align
pdicy,ﬁmnceandmarketsu*ategiesfor
sustainable transformation. \
For more than a decade, export
earnings from jute and jute goods have
sgagnamdbetwem$900mﬂlionand$l

billion.
said.willrequiredeepmmturalmfonnd
rather than short-term incentives.

The sector must move from volume-
based, low-margin exports to value-
based, diversified products with higher
unit returns, he said.

A  sector-wide
puhmﬁvityx‘metisamust,includingme
creation of a dedicated jute technology
i fund and the ‘phased
re;ﬂacanmtofobsolete:uachm,said

and

and foreign companies, offering a
wide spectrum of products and trade

Dependence
on low-value,
traditional products

risk by affecting jute yields, fibre quality
and cultivable areas.

Shift to value-odded, diversified products
__ Stronger R&D
“"Consistent policy support

diversification |policy
and innovation! support

Weak product ‘|rmnsls!:ent

Addressing this will require climate-
resilient jute  varieties, im|
agronomic practices, iversi
cultivation zones and crop insurance,
Pramanik said.

i ahead, Pramanik said
the industry should adopt an export
led strategy, engage directly with
global buyers, ensure compliance,
professionalise management and invest
in innovation and R&D.

Key opportunities include eco-friendly
packaging, partnerships with global
brands for certified jute bags and wraps,
lifestyle and home décor such
asrugs, mats and furniture, and technical
textiles including geotextiles and
automotive composites.

Agricultural and environmental
applications, such as erosion control
mats, also offer potential demand from
NGOs and government projects, he said.

Bangladesh’s  strengths in the
global jute market include abundant
high-quality raw jute, an established
production base, low-cost labour and a /|
strong sustainability image. {

/
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A visitor walks past a packaging stall at th
Centre in Purbachal on Saturday.
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daily until 31 January. PHOTO: SYED ZAKIR HOSSAIN

Paper and

packaging

@ 30th Dhaka International Trade Fair 2
Paper and packaging products have been declared as the ‘Pro

named ‘Product of

the Year’ as 30th Dhaka

TRADE - DHAKA

TBS REPORT

Fair includes 324
pavilions, stalls,
restaurants

e sath edition of the Dhaka Inter-

production and marketing. “In this
continuation, paper and packaging
products have earned the title for
2026,” he announced.

He added that such fairs
strengthen the country’s brand
image and help build a positive
perception of Bangladesh in the
global arena.

«Qur core objectives include
developing  export products,

L conton sy,

trade fai

éé

026 at the Bangladesh
duct of the Year 2026’ The fair continues

—China Friendship Exhibition

crafts to modern technology-driv-
en goods. |

Highlighting post-LDC gradua-
tion challenges, Bashir Uddin re-
called the first-ever “Global Sourc-
ing Expo 2025 Dhaka,” held at the
same venue from 110 3 December
last year.,

The event showcased Bang-
ladesh’s production and export
capabilities to local and foreign
buyers, creating opportunities for

Y Bl caammay pue L (ST
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TRADE - DHAKA

TBS REPORT

Fair includes 324
pavilions, stalls,
restaurants

The 30th edition of the Dhaka Inter-
national Trade Fair (DITF) opened
yesterday at the Bangladesh-China
Friendship Exhibition Centre in
~ Purbachal, with paper and packag-
ing products declared the “Product
of the Year 2026".

“The trade fair is more than a
- product exhibition. It showcases
Bangladesh’s initiatives, innova-
tions and commercial develop-
ment,” Commerce Adviser Sk Ba-
shir Uddin said while inaugurating
the fair as chief guest.

As part of promotion initiatives,
one product is named “Product of
the Year” each year to encourage

F and packaguty o
the Year’ as 30th Dhaka trade fai

production and marketing. “In this
continuation, paper and packaging
products have earned the title for
2026,” he announced.

He added that such fairs
strengthen the country’s brand
image and help build a positive
perception of Bangladesh in the

global arena.
“Our core objectives include
developing  export products,

diversifying markets, strengthening

economic diplomacy, expanding The trade fair is
international cooperation,
attracting foreign investment and more than apmdud
achieving sustainable growth,” exhibition. It showcases
Bashir Uddin said. e A

The adviser noted the fair’s long- Bwadesif. ® - ’
standing role in connecting produc- initiatives, innovations
ers with consumers, entrepreneurs and commercial
with investors, and Bangladesh
with global markets. development.

He said the event reflects pro- ssese
gress in trade, industry and eco- SK BASHIR UDDIN
nomic development, demonstrating COMMERCE ADVISER

the nation’s capacity in product in-
novation — from traditional handi-

- The Daily Star
0 4 JAN 2026

r kicks off

crafts to modern technology-driv-
en goods.

Highlighting post-LDC gradua-
tion challenges, Bashir Uddin re-
called the first-ever “Global Sourc-
ing Expo 2025 Dhaka,” held at the
same venue from 1 to 3 December
last year.

The event showcased Bang-
ladesh’s ‘production and export
capabilities to local and foreign
buyers, creating opportunities for
future trade. He added that similar
events would be held annually to
boost exports.

The commerce adviser empha-
sised the critical role of entrepre-
neurs in projecting Bangladesh’s
image through product quality, in-
novation and competitiveness.

“Direct interaction with buy-
ers, market analysis, negotia-
tion and order placement enable
entrepreneurs to gain tangible
commercial benefits. Participation
also provides insights into new
markef<
international standards and tech-
nologies,” he said.

Bashir Uddin also outlined gov-
ernment efforts to diversify exports,
noting that certain sectors have been
designated as “Highest Priority” or
“Special Priority”. based on export
potential.

The month-long fair’s inaugu-
ration, originally scheduled for 1
January, was postponed to 3 Janu-|

 ary following three days of national

mourning for the death of former

- prime minister and BNP chairperson

Khaleda Zia.

This year’s event has also taken
environmental steps, banning poly-
ethylene bags and single-use plas-
tics. Eco-friendly shopping bags will
be supplied at reduced prices through
the Ministry of Textiles and Jute.,

According to organisers, the fair’s
layout includes 324 pavilions, stalls
and restaurants for local manufac- -
turers, exporters, general businesses

| and foreign companies, offering a,

wide spectrum of products and trade
opportunities.
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