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strike call draws
business outcry

FE REPORT
Trade loss already i

crosses Tk30b in
six days' deadlock

Crisis in Chittagong port for protests against terminal lease

to foreign operators deepens with planned strike

resumption today that will aggravate the severe container
il congestion already caused by six days' strike by workers

and employees.

Shiploads of cargos stayed stuck at sea and docks ina

nagging container congestion at prime seaport, triggering

Euro-Cham airs
concern over

shipment e P i patiaior: ©
disru Ptlon) Joins trade bodies, sought Chie,fAdviser's interference to resolve
voices with traders the stalemate at Chattogram port and sustain economic
s . stability ahead of national election.
Inurging gOVt to Bangladesh Employers' Federation (BEF), Bangladesh
break stalemate Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BGMEA),
g Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and Exporters

. Association (BKMEA) and Bangladesh Textile Mills
Sh lP|03d5 of ca rgos Association (BTMA) in a joint open letter to the Chief Adviser
stuck at sea, docks in Prof Mohammad Yunus on Saturday made the appeal.

. s Meanwhile, Euro-Cham aired concern over shipment
naggl ng_conta_lngr disruption and joined voices with traders in urging the
congestion at prime  government to break the stalemate.
seaport e

should be lower and business should be protected."
Chairman of the Bangladesh Ship Handling and
Berth Operators Association Sarwar Hossain Sagar
says that all additional costs, including demurrage,
would ultimately be passed on to consumers.
Sources say before the strike, there were 32,111
containers loaded with imported goods at the
Chittagong Port jetty. Now, that number has
increased to nearly 40000. On average, 5,000 20-
foot unit (TEU) containers of goods are delivered
from the port every day. But, due to the strike, the
delivery of containers and goods are disrupted.
Besides, before the strike, there were 97 ships
waiting at the port with goods. Now, there are 126
ships at the port.

During the work stoppage, a total of 8,861
containers were delivered. This works out to an
average of 1,476 containers. If the situation were
normal, traders could have received around 30,000
containers of goods during these six days. As a
result, the number of import containers at the jetty
has been increasing. Not even 10 per cent of these
containers were unloaded during the two-day
suspension of the strike on Friday and Saturday.
Sources have said that there are more than 5.0
million tonnes of goods in the 126 ships in the
waters. This includes consumer goods and industrial
raw materials. In addition, 38,459 TEUs of import
containers are piled up at the jetty. Meanwhile,
around 15,000 TEUs of export containers have been
stranded at 19 ICDs.

The goods and containers in the ships waiting to be
unloaded at the Chittagong port are worth several
thousand crore taka. Besides, more than 15,000
export containers have accumulated in the depot
alone. "The value of our goods stuck at the
Chittagong port is around 20,000 crore taka. As the
strike will start again Sunday, the exporters and
importers will face irreparable losses," he said.
After the two-day suspension of the ongoing strike,
the workers and employees of Chittagong have
announced a fresh indefinite work stoppage at
Chittagong Port from Sunday, to protest the

The export shipments have experienced schedule
disruptions amid the deadlock. Export-shipment
schedules have been thrown off due to the late
arrival of containers at the port. Besides, the losses
in financial terms have crossed an estimated
amount of Tk 30 billion for the last six days of strike,
which will swell as the indefinite strike resumes
today (Sunday) as a two-day ultimatum with a
weekend break for cancelling the agreed deal ends
with no outcome so far.

After six consecutive days of disruption at the
Chittagong port, workers and employees on
Thursday suspended their work -abstention
programme for two days on Friday and Saturday.
But, labour leaders declared indefinite strike
resumption from Sunday (February 8) again as the
government did not step back from the New
Mooring Container Terminal (NCT) lease.
According to the ex-directors of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI)
thousands of import and export containers have
remained stuck at the port and at Inland Container
Depots (ICDs) due to the work stoppage. Importers
are now facing storage charges ranging from Tk
10,000 to Tk 100,000 per day. At the same time, -
exporters who missed shipment schedules are being
forced to consider air shipment to avoid order
cancellations, which are significantly increasing
their costs.

Shipping companies are paying demurrage of Tk 2.5
to Tk 4.0 million per day, while each transport agent
is incurring demurrage costs of Tk 5,000 to Tk
10,000 per day. The estimated economic damage
from the disruption has reached at least Tk 3.0
billion, port users said. Officials at the Chittagong
Customs House (CCH) say they have collected less
revenue of about Tk 25.0 million in the last six days.
Businessmen, exporters and importers have said
that if the work-stoppage programme continues,
the congestion of ships and containers will increase
at the Chittagong seaport, which will hamper the
operational activities and export and import. Leader
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where Coordinator of the Chittagong Bandar Rokkha
Sangram Parishad Humayun Kabir read out a written
statement.

Announcing the programme, another coordinator of
Chittagong Bandar Rokkha Sangram Parishad,
Ibrahim Khokon, said the shipping adviser had
assured them during a meeting on Thursday that
their demands would be addressed, but no steps
followed.

Chittagong port handles about 92 percent of the
country's total exports. With operations disrupted
for six straight days, concerns are growing over
heavy losses in the export sector.

Chittagong Port users and business leaders have
also warned that prolonged disruption could affect
the supply of imported goods ahead of Ramadan,
pushing pressure down to the consumer level.
Expressing grave concern over the ongoing
disruptions at Chattogram Port, the EuroCham
Bangladesh on Saturday urged the authorities to
take immediate steps to ensure the full resumption
of normal port operations and resolve ongoing
disputes through constructive dialogue in a manner
that safeguards exports, jobs national economic
interests.

The European Union Chamber of Commercein

Bangladesh (EuroCham Bangladesh) said the

disruptions due to work stoppage are inflicting
mounting economic losses, jeopardising export
performance and undermining confidencein
Bangladesh's supply-chain reliability.

"EuroCham members and European brands sourcing
from Bangladesh are reporting growing concern,
With export schedules collapsing, delivery windows
are being missed and additional logistics costs are
accruing," it said.

In the letter, the employers and apparel sector trade
bodies said, "The indefinite strike and call to stop
operations at the outer anchorage announced by the
Chattogram Port Protection Movement Council'
from today (Sunday) has created deep concern in our
industry and trade," the letter read.

Terming the worker and employee at the port 'front

L} [ 1
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Euro-Cham airs s

. concern over
shipment
disruption, joins
voices with traders
inurging govt to
break stalemate
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Shiploads of cargos
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Shiploads of cargos stayed stuck at sea and docksina
nagging container congestion at prime seaport, triggering
an outcry from loss-incurring businesses. |
Expressing grave concern, employers and apparel sector
trade bodies, sought Chief Adviser's interference to resolve
the stalemate at Chattogram port and sustain economic
stability ahead of national election.

Bangladesh Employers' Federation (BEF), Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association (BGMEA),
Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA) and Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association (BTMA) in a joint open letter to the Chief Adviser

stuck at sea, docks in
nagging container

Prof Mohammad Yunus on Saturday made the appeal.
Meanwhile, Euro-Cham aired concern over shipment
disruption and joined voices with traders in urging the

congestion at prime |

The export shipments have experienced schedule
disruptions amid the deadlock. Export-shipment

- schedules have been thrown off due to the late
arrival of containers at the port. Besides, the losses
in financial terms have crossed an estimated
amount of Tk 30 billion for the last six days of strike,
which will swell as the indefinite strike resumes
today (Sunday) as a two-day ultimatum with a
weekend break for cancelling the agreed deal ends
with no outcome so far.
After six consecutive days of disruption at the
Chittagong port, workers and employees on
Thursday suspended their work -abstention
programme for two days on Friday and Saturday.
But, labour leaders declared indefinite strike
resumption from Sunday (February 8) again as the
government did not step back from the New
Mooring Container Terminal (NCT) lease.
According to the ex-directors of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCl)
thousands of import and export containers have
remained stuck at the port and at Inland Container
Depots (ICDs) due to the work stoppage. Importers
are now facing storage charges ranging from Tk
10,000 to Tk 100,000 per day. At the same time, -
exporters who missed shipment schedules are being
forced to consider air shipment to avoid order
cancellations, which are significantly increasing
their costs.
Shipping companies are paying demurrage of Tk 2.5
to Tk 4.0 million per day, while each transport agent
is incurring demurrage costs of Tk 5,000 to Tk
10,000 per day. The estimated economic damage
from the disruption has reached at least Tk 3.0
billion, port users said. Officials at the Chittagong
Customs House (CCH) say they have collected less
revenue of about Tk 25.0 million in the last six days.
Businessmen, exporters and importers have said
that if the work-stoppage programme continues,
the congestion of ships and containers will increase
at the Chittagong seaport, which will hamper the
operational activities and export and import. Leader
of the Chittagong Port Berth Operators Association
Fazle Ekram Chowdhury said, "Efforts to book
workers failed as labourers refused assignments.
Employees are observing indefinite strike, halting
administrative processes due to unsigned
documents, resulting in a complete paralysis of port
activities." . :
Talking to The Financial Express, Managing Director
of Sea Com Limited Amirul Haque said, "Trade and

the country have almost stopped due to the strike.
Container congestion will aggravate as operational
activities are stopped due to strike. The loss will
increase. Business community wants that tariff

business is suffering a lot. The export and import by )

government to break the stalemate.

seaport -

should be lower and business should be protected."
Chairman ef the Bangladesh Ship Handling and
Berth Operators Association Sarwar Hossain Sagar
says that all additional costs, including demurrage,
would ultimately be passed on to consumers.
Sources say before the strike, there were 32,111
containers loaded with imported goods at the
Chittagong Port jetty. Now, that number has
increased to nearly 40000. On average, 5,000 20-
foot unit (TEU) containers of goods are delivered
from the port every day. But, due to the strike, the
delivery of containers and goods are disrupted.
Besides, before the strike, there were 97 ships
waiting at the port with goods. Now, there are 126
ships at the port.

During the work stoppage, a total of 8,861
containers were delivered. This works out to an
average of 1,476 containers. If the situation were
normal, traders could have received.around 30,000
containers of goods during these six days. As a
result, the number of import containers at the jetty
has been increasing. Not even 10 per cent of these
containers were unloaded during the two-day
suspension of the strike on Friday and Saturday.
Sources have said that there are more than 5.0
million tonnes of goods in the 126 ships in the
waters. This includes consumer goods and industrial
raw materials. In addition, 38,459 TEUs of import
containers are piled up at the jetty. Meanwhile,
around 15,000 TEUs of export containers have been
stranded at 19 ICDs.

The goods and containers in the ships waiting to be
unloaded at the Chittagong port are worth several
thousand crore taka. Besides, more than 15,000
export containers have accumulated in the depot

" alone. "The value of our goods stuck at the

Chittagong port is around 20,000 crore taka. As the
strike will start again Sunday, the exporters and
importers will face irreparable losses," he said.
After the two-day suspension of the ongoing strike,
the workers and employees of Chittagong have
announced a fresh indefinite work stoppage at
Chittagong Port from Sunday, to protest the
proposed leasing of the New Mooring Container
Terminal (NCT) to foreign operator DP World and
press four other demands.

The programme was announced by the Chittagong
Bandar Rokkha Sangram Parishad, which is pressing
four demands, chief among them a clear
government declaration that NCT will not be leased
to DP World.

Other demands include withdrawal of all disciplinary
actions taken against protesting workers, assurance -
that no legal action will be pursued against them,
and the removal of the port chairman.

The strike was announced at a press conference at
the Chattogram Press Club on Saturday afternoon,

S _#L
where Coordinator of the Chittagong Bandar Rokkha
Sangram Parishad Humayun Kabir read out a written
statement.

Announcing the programme, another coordinator of
Chittagong Bandar Rokkha Sangram Parishad,
Ibrahim Khokon, said the shipping adviser had
assured them during a meeting on Thursday that
their demands would be addressed, but no steps
followed.

Chittagong port handles about 92 percent of the
country's total exports. With operations disrupted
for six straight days, concerns are growing over
heavy losses in the export sector.

Chittagong Port users and business leaders have
also warned that prolonged disruption could affect
the supply of imported goods ahead of Ramadan,
pushing pressure down to the consumer level.
Expressing grave concern over the ongoing
disruptions at Chattogram Port, the EuroCham
Bangladesh on Saturday urged the authorities to
take immediate steps to ensure the full resumption
of normal port operations and resolve ongoing
disputes through constructive dialogue in a manner
that safeguards exports, jobs national economic
interests.

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in
Bangladesh (EuroCham Bangladesh) said the
disruptions due to work stoppage are inflicting
mounting economic losses, jeopardising export
performance and undermining confidence in
Bangladesh's supply-chain reliability.

"EuroCham members and European brands sourcing
from Bangladesh are reporting growing concern.
With export schedules collapsing, delivery windows
are being missed and additional logistics costs are
accruing," it said.

In the letter, the employers and apparel sector trade
bodies said, "The indefinite strike and call to stop
operations at the outer anchorage announced by the
Chattogram Port Protection Movement Council'
from today (Sunday) has created deep concern in our
industry and trade," the letter read.

Terming the worker and employee at the port 'front
line' of the country's economy, they said it is the
demand of time to establish mutual cooperation
between all parties including the agitators and port
authorities at eth juncture of election for the greater
interest of trade, business and economic stability.
They businesses and trade bodies have been holding
dialogues and discussion but unfortunately in
absence of mutual trust no fruitful solution has yet
been made, they noted.

"Currently, the entire port is on the verge of being
paralyzed as the agitators have announced to stop
berthing and unloading of goods at the outer
anchorage of the port," they said.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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" Japan EPA widely
welcomed

Experts flag some challenges

» Bangladesh must follow 3 Pirated books, software, and
strict IP rules, including materials no longer atlowed
global treaties like PCT

Bangladesh must

» Strong IP enforcement may phase out tariffs
weaken pharma and LDC on Japanese cars
flexibilities -in12years

» SMES in electronics and Subsidies banned in
local assembly could face transport, logistics,
losses computer services

TRADE - BANGLADESH

ABUL KASHEM

Bangladesh’s signing of an economic part-
nership agreement with Japan on Friday has
drawn a mixed response from businesses
and trade experts, who .see both strategic
gains and significant long-term risks for the
economy as the country approaches gradua-
tion from least developed country status.
Business leaders have broadly welcomed
the deal, saying it secures continued duty-

free access for Bangladeshi garments and .

several other products in the world’s third-

largest economy after LDC graduation, a
concern that has loomed large for exporters.
They said the agreement includes a trade
facilitation chapter, obliging the government
to take action to make the business environ-
ment more efficient. The agreement also con-
tains detailed provisions on anti-corruption.
Under the EPA, if misdeclaration of import-
ed goods is proven, traders can be fined an
amount equivalent to the revenue lost by the
government. Experts said this measure could
curb arbitrary harassment of businesses.
Meanwhile, the BGMEA in a press state-
ment yesterday said EPA marks a historic
milestone in Bangladesh’s trade diplomacy.

» Japanese firms
may dominate
infrastructure
projects without
competition

» E-commerce imports
from Japan face no
customs duties

TBS Insights by !W |

“The ‘deal ensures duty-free access for-
Bangladeshi garments and maintains fa-
vourable rules of origin, including single-
stage processing, allowing garments to enter
Japan tariff-free even after Bangladesh grad-
uates from LDC status,” the trade body said.

Potential challenges

Trade analysts said that under the agree-
ment, Bangladesh will grant Japan duty-free
access for a wide range of products, includ-
ing garments, fabrics, accessories, motor
parts, light engineering goods, chemicals,
glass, metals, jewellery and pharmaceuti-
cals. Besides,
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Bangladesh has committed to grad-
ually eliminating tariffs on Japa-
nese car imports over 12 years.

Mohammad Hafizur Rahman,
former director general of the WTO
Cell at the Ministry of Commerce
and a member of Bangladesh’s EPA
negotiation team, said an analysis
of the agreement revealed poten-
tial challenges for several domestic
sectors.

He noted that Bangladesh’s
plastics industry has developed
sufficient capacity to meet domes-
tic demand and export abroad, yet
Japanese plastic products will now
enter the local market duty-free.

Bangladesh has also offered
duty-free access for Japanese glass
and light engineering products, de-
spite being self-sufficient in glass
production and having export-ori-
ented firms in the sector.

He warned that duty-free im-
ports of Japanese light engineering
goods could undermine domestic
producers that lack comparable
scale and technology.

He added that Bangladesh had
granted Japan duty-free access for
all types of metals and jewellery,
even though jewellery is considered
a promising and fast-growing sector
with export potential,

In pharmaceuticals, Bangladesh

€Xports medicines to many coun- -

tries, benefiting from flexibilities
available to LDCs. However, under
the EPA, Japanese medicines and
protective devices will enter Bang-
ladesh duty-free, while Japan has
not extended reciprocal duty-free
access to Bangladeshi leather prod-
ucts, which remain the country’s

second-largest export after gar-

ments.

Intellectual property
rights obligations

Under the intellectual proper- |

ty rights chapter, Bangladesh
has agreed to accede to several
international protocols typical-
ly implemented by developed
economies, '

Among them is the Patent Coop-
eration Treaty (PCT), which allows
companies to seek patent protec-
tion in multiple countries through
a single application. A PCT appli-
cation has the same legal effect as
filing separate patent applications
in each contracting state, and the
treaty currently has 158 members,

If Bangladesh delays its LDC
graduation by three years while
being ' compelled to implement

08 FEB 2026

these agreements under the EPA,
he warned, the country could lose
LDC-related benefits despite for-
mally retaining LDC status.

Before graduation, Bangladesh
has benefited from a large market
for imitation products. Electron-
ic products copied from Japanese
brands are often manufactured lo-
cally, involving small and medium
enterprises that generate employ-
ment and allow consumers access
to modern products at lower prices,

Strict enforcement of intellec-
tual property rules could disrupt
these activities, raising costs and
reducing employment, Hafizur
Rahman said. He also pointed to the
widespread use of copied foreign
books and software, practices that
remain common even in countries
like India.

“The biggest problem is that
once intellectual Property conces-
sions are granted to one country,
they must be extended to all coun-
tries,” he said. “The impact of these
conditions in the Japan agreement
will be felt across all sectors.”

Former Bangladesh Trade and
Tariff Commission member Mostafa
Abid Khan, who was also part of the
EPA negotiation team, said signing
the PCT would obligate Bangladesh
to grant patents even if its LDC
graduation is delayed.

Commerce Secretary Mahbubur
Rahman, however, played down
fears over intellectual property
provisions in services, saying there
was “no reason for Bangladesh to
be alarmed” about IP-related con-
ditions in that area,

Restrictions on subsidies
and e-commerce

The agreement bars Bangladesh

from providing subsidies in trans-
portation, logistics and computer
services, including freelancing.

Hafizur  said withdrawing
subsidies would allow Japanese
firms, with far greater capacity, to
dominate logistics and transport
projects at the expense of local
companies.

Abid said he had opposed in-
cluding the subsidy chapter during
early negotiations, warning that
Bangladesh would incur losses if
it could not support logistics and
transport development.

The agreement also prevents
Bangladesh from imposing tar-
iffs on Japanese goods imported
through e-commerce and includes
conditions on cross-border data
transfers, an area where Bangla-
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desh currently lacks adequate regu-
latory and technical capacity.

Garments, cars, leather,
agriculture

In garments, Japan will continue
to grant duty-free access for Bang-
ladeshi exports, but Bangladesh
has offered reciprocal duty-free
treatment for Japanese garments,
accessories and cotton. Hafizur
and Abid cautioned that this could
affect the local textile sector, as
Bangladesh has begun produc-
ing higher-end fabrics in certain
segments.

The EPA mandates the complete .
elimination of all import-related
duties on Japanese vehicles over
12 years, including customs duty,
supplementary duty and regulatory
duty. If combined duties currently
stand at around 120%, they would
need to be reduced by 10 percent-
age points annually from the next
fiscal year, potentially eroding gov-
ernment revenue.,

Despite strong lobbying, Japan
did not offer zero tariffs on Bang-
ladeshi leather products, deferring
the issue to future negotiations.
Japan also did not grant duty-free
access for all agricultural products.

Business voices stress

capacity building

Syed Ershad Ahmed, president of
the American Chamber of Com-
merce in Bangladesh, said, “We
aren’t focusing on reducing logis-
tics cost and making those services
competitive. We aren’t taking ad-
equate steps to develop skills and
make our workforce more produc-
tive.”

He also referred to Bangladesh’s
limited capacity to diversify ex-
port basket and little progress in
research and innovations to cater
to transforming globa] demands.
“How many commodities do we re-
ally have to export? Are we doing
enough R&D and innovations to di-
versify and expand?” he asked.

Regulatory bottlenecks and cus-
toms hassles also stand in the way,
he pointed out, demanding full au-
tomation of customs clearance for
raw material imports and enhance-
ment of cargo handling capacity at
Chattogram Port to reduce export
lead time.

Cutting corruption, ensuring
public order and meeting energy
demand also remain crucial for in-
vestment. “Otherwise only signing
of EPA or FTA won’t bring any re-
sults,” he said.




