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Totul exports $3 96b
»» W14.25% YoY

A197% MoM

bth straight monthly fall
»» Total RMG: $3.14b

(W 14.23%)

» Knitwear: $1.61b
(W13.74%)

The Daily Star

What hurt

: exports

: ) US tariffs

: ¥ Weak demand
. inkey markets
: M High

: competition

: »» Geopolitical
»» Woven: $1.52b (W 14.71%)

disruptions
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: Bright spots
: ) Jute & jute

. goods

: »»Home &

: specialised

. textiles

: »Fish, vegetables

: ) Leather,
+ bicycles
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Policy gaps stifle packaging export potential
FE REPORT hasstruggled to secure a meaningﬁ..ﬂ sha:tiav:f

is available for direct exports, along with

© Lackofincentives, high
duties keep Bangladesh

Bangladesh is failing to capitalise on vast

l opportuncilties in thz glcs:l;a;o ;:Ja;lﬁalligingd market, from tapping ..$7oob o;hell-(str_ucturald bacrtr:ers. T
estimated at around U on,dueto _ g "Packaging produ exported directly from
inadequate policy support and absence of glObal PaCkaglng Bangladesh are not eligible for any cash

- exportincentives, industry leaders have said. market: BGAPMEA incentive, whereas countries such as China,

Vietnam, Cambodia and Indonesia offer
incentives ranging from 4.0 percent to17 per
cent," he said, adding that the sector has
never been brought under any export
incentive scheme, weakening its global
competitiveness.

Highlighting policy bottlenecks, Md Shahriar
said imports of paper below 300 GSM face
very high duties and taxes, in some cases
ranging from 58 per cent to 83 percent,
significantly raising production costs, .

He described this as a major challenge linked
to the National Board of Revenue (NBR),
noting that such tariff structures undermine
the industry's ability to compete with

Despite strong manufactu ring capacity and
growing global demand, the sector remains

- constrained by regulatory and fiscal barriers
that limit its ability to scale up exports.
Md Shabhriar, president of the Bangladesh
Garment Accessories and Packaging
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGAPMEA), made the remarks at a press
conference at a city hotel on Sunday, jointly
organised by ASK and BGAPMEA ahead of the
Garment Accessories and Packaging Expo
(GAPEXPO) 2026.
He said the industry's proven export
performance contrasts sharply with the lack
of policy backing it receives, leavingitina
disadvantageous situation.

J’ He said the sector has already demonstrated

&) Four-day garment

~ accessories & packaging
expo beginsincityon
Wednesday

robust export capacity, with direct exports
nearing US$1.6 billion and deemed exports
exceeding US$7.8 billion.

However, the industry has been unable to
expand further because of persistent policy
and regulatory constraints, BGAPMEA leaders
alleged.

Md Shahriar said that despite rising global
demand for packaging products, Bangladesh

|-

v The BGAPMEA president urged the

factt;ry capacity developed for the RMG

—_— Meanwhile, the four-day GAPEXPO wil|
regional peers. government to extend the validity of sector can be utilised to significantly beginon Wednesday at the
Healso alleged that while the ready- Utilisation Permits (UPs) from oneyear  boost direct exports of Packaging International Convention City
madegarme_nt (RMG) sectorbenefits,  to three years, arguing that shorter products without requiring major new Bashundhara (ICCB) in the capital.
from extensive policy, banking and . duratjons create operational investments or additional manpower, The 23rd edition of Garment
regulatorysupport,theganﬂent challehges. The press conference was informed Technology Bangladesh (GTB) 2026
accessories and packaging sector He noted that although import policy that written proposals have already and the 12th edition of the
remains largely excluded. provisions allow deemed exporters to been submitted to the NBR and the International Yarn & Fabrics Sourcing
"Bank financing, customs facilitiesand  enjoy the same facilities as direct Ministry of Commerce, seekingexport  Show2026 will also be held

Bangladesh Bank policies applicable to
the RMG sector are not implemented in
practice for us, resulting in clear
discrimination," he said.

Md Shahriar further said that
accessories and packaging products are
excluded from cash incentives for both
direct and deemed exports, even
though similar bénefits are extended to
some other export items, including
hogla leaves,

He added that lower Gsm paperis not
allowed under duty-free import
facilities, further limiting production
flexibilityand increasing costs.

exporters, this is not reflected in actual
implementation.

Healso claimed that Bangladesh is now
capable of producing 100 per cent of
garmentaccessories and packaging
Products domestically, countering
claims that certain items cannot be
made locally.

“If anyone says a particular product
cannot be produced in Bangladesh, we
are ready to take them to factories to
demonstrate the manufacturing
process," he said,

‘According to him, the existing

infrastructure, skilled workforce and

incentives, tax exemptions on raw
material imports and broader policy
support.

Speakers expressed optimism, noting
that the government has already
identified the accessories and
Packaging sectoras a potential driver of
€xport growth and employment.,
Replying to Questions, Md Shahriar said
there is no conflict with the garment
sector, describing accessories and
Packagingasa key supporting industry,
"If this sector advances, it will help
increase export earnings and create
more jobs," he added,

concurrently with the 14th edition of
the GAPEXPO,

The combined expos feature around
350 exhibitors from more than 15
countries, spread across 1,500 booths
and showcasing over 450 global
brands.

Exhibits cover garment machineryand
parts, accessories and packaging, yarn
and fabrics, bringing the entire RMG
supply chain under one roof.

The trade show will remain opento
business visitors from 11:00 amto7:00

. Pmthroughout the event.

newsmanjasi@gmail.com



