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After a couple of challenging years, economists
are cautiously optimistic about 2026. The national
election scheduled for February is expected to boost
confidence among entrepreneurs and investors,
both local and foreign.

Many hope this political clarity will create the
conditions for higher job creation and stronger
GDP growth.

food and €nergy prices alongside stabilisation in the
domestic €conomy. Yet a full economic turnaround
may take time, as any new government will need
several months to implement policies effectively, -

A source of some reljef is progress in the balance
of payments and foreign exchange reserves, Over
the past year, the interim government tried to mend
gaps in the macroeconomy and halt the erosion of
foreign

The ﬁnanlfrilal sector also endured 2 difficult
2025, grappli g with mounij non-performing
loans. The merger of five stru:ghn"i]g banks provides
a stronger foundation for lending and financia]

in 2026.

Prof Mustafizur Rahman, distinguished fellow
at the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), said that
the primary hope for the year is the democratic Meanwhile, CPD’s- Rahman said severa] Second, stimulating growth drivers that have
transition in February. challenges from 2025 will continue into the new slowed, including investment, exports, small

He added that a new government must channel year. Investment remains sluggish, and creating  businesses, and domestic demand, Third, restoring |
this political mandate into higher economic growth decent jobs is an urgent task. ! €conomic governance across the financial sector,
that is inclusive, equitable, and just, He said inflation requires careful Management including banks, insurance firms, non-banks, and |

M, r Reaz, irman and CEO of Policy through market oversight and supply-side the capital market, Fourth, rolling out a structure
Exchange Bangladesh, expressed a similar view, measures, Rising debt réepayments demand economic reform programme,
saying, “The big hope for next year is the national Stronger domestic revenye mobilisation, which Hesaid thatdespitesomeimpmvement, inflation is
election.” can be achieved through the digitisation of the still high, privateimesunentlags ataround 22 percent

He said that ongoing reforms, combined withthe tax system, reducing VAT leakages, and expanding of GDP, and €xport and product diversification are
stability offered by a five-year policy horizon, would income tax collection, weak. Small busines have received limited targeted
give businesses the confidence to invest. Higher He added that income ang asset inequalities must support over the last 15 months.
investment, he said, would boost employment, also be addressed. Export growth has slowed inrecent Kamran TRahman, president oftheMetropolitan

g power, and overall growth. months, highlighting the need to reduce the cost Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Dhaka (McCc),
Reaz also mentioned the role of international of doing business, improve turnaround times, and said, “All of our focus is on the election. If it is held
Dbartners. He said globa! investors, trade partners, da»elopSpecialisedindustﬂalparlcg and a democratic government comes to power,

and development agencies are expected to engage According to €conomists, product and market they will address all the €conomic problems,”
more actively if political and economic stability is diversification has long been discussed, but He added that a stable democratic government

maintained, " progress remains limited, As Bangladesh prepares  allows people to engage in dialogue and anticipate
According to him, lower energy and food to graduate from LDC club thisyear, these measures long-term policy, which in turn boosts the
prices, along with stronger global supply chains, will gain greater urgency. confidence of entrepreneurs. “Once a democratic

could further support growth, provided no major Reaz listed four priorities for 2026, First is government is in place, the law-and-order situation
disruptions occur., addressing ongoing macroeconomic challenges. is expected to improve,” he said.
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lndia rtce export prlces rose #e a nearth;ee—month high thﬁ& -
- week toreflect higher local paddy costs, even as traders in”
- Thailand and Vietnam worried aboyt pemstent lackluster - .'._ :
- global demand, reports Reuters. - - piea sergeiw b E e
. India's 5 per cent brokeh pa rbojled variety was quoted at '
V $355—$360 perton, the hfghest since October 2. Last week
.| the quote was 5350 $357 perton. AR
' MAfrican buyers are not,actwe in the market and: are delaying
purchase,s, hoping prices will fall," said Umesh jain, director of
- Sponge Enterprises, an exporter... "~ '
Thailand's 5 per centbroken rice was quoted at 5410 per ton
1. sameasjastweek, - . .° 5/ Ik % ok g
On the demand side, traders sald buyersstopped purchaslng
| ricesince Chrlstmas week with some dellverles taking place
. Qver this period. : ;v £ -
" "This year, both exporters and traders have had a very tough
. timeas prices have fallen,", saida Bangkok—-based trader. . a ;, '
. The supply situatlon remains unchanged, with the market
.anticlpating more output from the harvest early next year, ., .
- Vietnam's 5% broken rice was offered at 5360 $365 per o (
|. metricton,. unchanged from a week ago,,- : ! !
" "Trading activity is subdued as a mini-harvest in the Mekong '
Delta is ending, while external demand remains weak "a: ,.4
trader based in Ho Chi Minh City saidy, -, Fha
Traders said they are concerned rice exports frorn Vjetn
next yearwlll face mqre qlfflcultles., RS A
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DITF plays important

role in promoting
domestic products
Says CA as the fair kicks off Saturday

Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad Yunus on.
Wednesday called upon all participating
countries and institutions at the Dhaka
International Trade Fair (DITF) to work
together in a spirit of mutual cooperation and
partnership, reports BSS.

“The interim government has remained firmly
committed to safeguarding economic stability
and fostering the desired growth. This fairisa
unique initiative that showcases Bangladesh's
immense potential on the global stage," the
chief adviser said in a message on the occasion
of the 30th DITF 2026 beginning Saturday.
The head of the government extended his
sincere greetings and felicitations to all
participants, including domestic and foreign
entrepreneurs, investors, traders and buyers.
_. Noting that the DITF plays a vital role in
promoting domestic products and expanding
Bangladesh's export, Prof Dr Yunus said
through this fair, local entrepreneurs and
consumers get valuable idea regarding the
quality, design and global trends of foreign

products as well. Organised over the course of
amonth, the fair has consistently served as an

effective platform for presenting high-quality
locally manufactured products to domestic
- and international visitors, consumers, buyers

and importers.

Against this backdrop, the Dhaka
International Trade Fair stands as an
important instrument for advancing these
goals, in his message, the chief adviser, hoped
that the fair would help expand economic
activities, create employment and strengthen
the country's export.

"I further believe that by promoting local
products, encouraging diversification and’

‘attracting foreign investment, the fair will

play an important role in driving overall
national development," he added.

Wishing for the DITF 2026 'every success', the
chief adviser expected that the fair to emerge
as a vibrant, buyer-friendly and festive '

of all stakeholders. |

occasion through the meaningful engagemey

/)

rf
¥ 4.

—



The Business Standard
0 1 JAN 2026

India announces

 financial assistance
scheme to help
exporters market
their products

_EXPORT — INDIA

TBS REPORT

India on Tuesday announced a Rsy4,531

crore market access support programme -

for exporters grappling with steep US

' tariffs, under which financial assistance
will be provided for participation in in-
temational fairs, exhibitions and other
overseas marketing activities.

The initiative forms part of the
government’s broader Rs25,060 crore
Export Promotion Mission and comes
as Indian exporters face tariffs of up
to 50% in the US market. India’s total
exports of goods and services were es-
timated at $825 billion last year and are

projected to reach about $850 billion in
FY26, according to private think tank
Global Trade Research Initiative.

In a statement, the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry said the market
access support falls under the Export
Promotion Mission (EPM), a flagship

programme announced on 12 Novem-
ber 2025, to o i

' strengthen international market
access for Indian exporters, par-
ticularly micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs), first-time ex-
porters and firms in priority sectors.

The Export Promotion Mission

- is being jointly implemented by
the Department of Commerce, the
Ministry of MSME and the Ministry
of Finance, in coordination with
Indian missions abroad, export

~ promotion councils, commodity

“boards and industry associations.

The market access component is
- d ed to improve buyer con-
nfgity and enhance India’s vis-
ibility in global markets through
structured, outcome-oriented in-
terventions. _

Under the scheme, financial
and institutional support’ will be
provided for activities such as buy-
er-seller meets, participation in
international trade fairs and exhi-
bitions, mega reverse buyer-seller
meets held in India, and trade del-
egations to priority and emerging

_ export markets.

A rolling three-to-five-year cal-
endar of major market access events
will be prepared and approved in
advance to allow exporters and or-
ganisers to plan participation and
ensure continuity in market devel-
nnment efforts. At least 3% partici-
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India on Tuesday announced a Rs4,531

crore market access support programme

for exporters grappling with steep US

| tariffs, under which financial assistance
will be provided for participation in in-
ternational fairs, exhibitions and other
overseas marketing activities.

The initiative forms part of the
government’s broader Rs25,060 crore
Export Promotion Mission and comes
as Indian exporters face tariffs of up
to 50% in the US market. India’s total
exports of goods and services were es-
timated at $825 billion last year and are
projected to reach about $850 billion in
FY26, according to private think tank
Global Trade Research Initiative.

In a statement, the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry said the market
access support falls under the Export
Promotion Mission (EPM), a flagship -
programme announced on 12 Novem- },’-'
ber 2025, to —

' sirengthen international market
ticularly micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMES), first-time ex-
porters and firms in priority sectors.

The Export Promotion Mission
is being jointly implemented by
the Department of Commerce, the

Ministry of MSME and the Ministry

of Finance, in coordination with

Indian missions abroad, export

- promotion councils, commodity
"boards and industry associations.

The market access component is
designed to improve buyer con-
nectivity and enhance India’s vis-
ibility in global markets through
structured, outcome-oriented in-
terventions. |

Under the scheme, financial
and institutional support’ will be
provided for activities such as buy-
er-seller meets, participation in
international trade fairs and exhi-
bitions, mega reverse buyer-seller
meets held in India, and trade del-
egations to priority and emerging
export markets.

A rolling three-to-five-year cal-
endar of major market access events

will be prepared and approved in
advance to allow exporters and or-

opment efforts. At least 35% partici-
pation by MSMESs has been mandat-
ed for supported events, with added
emphasis on new geographies and /

: !

smaller markets to promote expo
diversification. '
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Banks

/ factories
toremain
closed
today

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Banks will remain closed
today after the interim
government declared a
public holiday as part
of a three-day national

mourning following the
death of former prime

minister Khaleda Zia.
Non-bank financial
institutions will also
remain closed, according
to circulars issued
the Bangladesh Bank

yesterday.

Garment and
knitwear

- factories—the
country’s main
export earners—
will remain shut

As there will be no
regular banking activities,
trading at the country’s
stock exchanges will also
remain suspended.

Meanwhile,  garment
and knitwear factories—
the country’s main export
earners—will remain
shut today, as per notices
from the Bangladesh
Garment  Manufacturers
and Exporters Association
(BGMEA) and the
Bangladesh ‘Knitwear

. Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BKMEA).

The BGMEA  has
requested factory owners
to keep their units closed
for the day as a mark of

respect.

The BKMEA has also
urged its members to
observe a general holiday to
honour the demise of the -
country’s three-time prime
minister, Khaleda Zia. |
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urge factory closyre today

FE REPORT da}general holiday for Wednesday, - _
e : KMEA in i statement, howeye » Said that
The country's leading textile and appare| '
trade bodijes -- BGMEA,

r,
. Industrial ypjts fix their holidays at the
BKMEA and BTMA --. begi
have requesteqd their membe

nning of the year as per labour law
Istokeepall Provision of 118 of 2016 and Labour Rules
Ctories closed toda Wednesday), . 2015and that other rnment-declared
expressing solidarity with the state mourning holidays are not applicable to industrlgl
declared by the government following the sectors, :
death of BNp Chairperson and former p Nevertheless, to show respect for the three-
; time former Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zla, the trade bodjes urged members to keep/
their establishments closeq on the day, /
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