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Bangladesh's exports on negative

The Financial Express
03 FEB 2026

/APPAREL ON DIVE UNDERCUT BY COMPETITORS [

growth trajectory for months

RMG shipment fall in major EU countries pulls down total export turnover

FE REPORT

Bangladesh's merchandise~-export
earnings during the first seven
months of the current fiscal year
stayed on a negative growth

. trajectory as main earner garment
shipments to major EU countries and
other destinations contracted.
Germany and France are among the
major destinations in the European
Union (EU) where apparel faced a
setback, being undercut by big peers
in their shift away from the tariff-
walled United States, industry sources
said, as the latest export-
performance results published.

The single-month merchandise-
export earnings in January 2026 for
the sixth consecutive month,ona
year-on-year basis, also registered
negative growth compared to the
same month in 2025, according to the
data released Monday by Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB).
Bangladesh earned US$28.41 billion
during the July-January period of the
fiscal year 2025-26, reflecting 1.93-
percent year-on-year negative
growth against $28.96 billion in the
corresponding period of last fiscal.

In the just-past month, January, the

EXPORTS AT A GLANCE

FY26 (July-January)
Total exports 11939,
28410 Yoy
! S RMG STILL DOMINANT
oy A (July-January)
5 ~ * Knitwear

country's export earnings stood at
$4.41 billion which.was slightly or
0.50-percent lower than the earnings
worth of $4.43 billion in January
2025.

Exports went on a year-on-year

nnegative growth in August 2025,

As usual, RMG maintained its leading po'sitjon,
contributing $22.98 billion-notwithstanding

1 Woven
$10.69b 11.60%

when the country recorded a 2.93-
percent fall.

The climb-down was followed by a
decline of 4.61 per cent, 7.43 per cent,
5.58 per cent and 14.25 per cent in
September, October, November and
December respectively.

RMG total
$22.98h
$243%

BRIGHT SPOTS
BEYOND RMG

Leather

3707_“) | 51%1
Home textiles
$510m 326%1T "
Pharma i
$139m  503%1t
ElSlantyen Linent
$298m 4.94%1
Jute

$494m | 197% 1

~,

Of the total January earnings, RMG
fetched $3.61 billion, logging a1.35-
percent negative growth compared to
that in the same month of 2025, the |
EPB data revealed. 4

The US tanis nave changed the overall market

dimension .
decrease in placing work orders, exporters say.,

Moreover, China and Indiato offset US tariff

with declinein sales there andso

a 2.43-percent negative growth - tothe total
export earnings during the first seven months

of the current fiscal year. )
e e e Ui e B e e bemiiarear

impacts are "snatching away the ‘:\:‘ork orders

by offering 'aggressively lowrate ©.
T!l"\e indian government has also incentivised

B ) S s Ta | 5 & - A




LB~
1 ANENESING RN R AR 8K e e S e

export earnings in January 2026 for
the sixth consecutive month,ona
year-on-year basis, also registered
negative growth compared to the
same month in 2025, according to the
data released Monday by Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB).
Bangladesh earned US$28.41 billion
d.u;-ing the July-January period of the
fiscal year 2025-26, reflecting 1.93~
percent year-on-year negative
growth against $28.96 billion in the
corresponding period of last fiscal.
In the just-past month, January, the

== (In %)

country's export earnings stood at
$4.41 billion which.was slightly or
0.50-percent lower than the earnings
;v:;sh of $4.43 billion in January

Exports went on a year-on-year

negative growth in August 2025,

As usual, RMG maintained its leading position,
contributing $22.98 billion-notwithstand
a2.43-percent negative growth - tothe total
export earnings during the first seven months
of the current fiscal year.
Within this clothing segment, knitwear
exports fell by 3.13 per cent to $12.28 billion,
while that of woven garments declined by 1.60
per cent to $10.69 billion.

l Sources say while th

\ export sector ami
and evolving market dynamics.

attribute the country's
negative export growth to weakening global
demand, the imposition of reciprocal tariffs by

l the United States and China's increased focus

| on markets where Bangladesh is competitive.

| Theyalsosay cutthroat global competition,
rising production costs, and ongoing

. geopolitical and trade uncertainties have

external pressures,

. contributing to the current challengesin
Bangladesh's export performance.

Fazlul Hogue, former

ladesh Knitwear

d Exporters Association

(BKMEA), said December-to-February "is

usually the season of summer orders.

of winter and previously

owth during the period". |

Export still was in negative territory which

isnotgood. -

MA Rahim, vice chairman of DBL Group, says

|d some of their work orders

before two to three months prior to the

national election and they observethe

situation for at least one month after election.

uyers would come back with

id temporarily or shifted to

other places oncea stable political situation

\ Exporters, however,

created significant

Talking to the FE,

according to him

e strong performance in
July reflects resilience, the slowdown since
August highlights challenges for Bangladesh's
d fluctuating global demand

| presidentof Bang
Manufacturersan

compared to that
there had been gr

buyers usually ho

| * He expects thatb
the orders they ho

$12.28b 1313%
" Woven
$10.69b 11.60%

RMG total

$22.98b
1243%

when the country recorded a 2.93~
percent fall.

The climb-down was followed by a
decline of 4.61 per cent, 7.43 per cent
5.58 per cent and 14.25 per centin ;

September, October, November and
December respectively.

Fish
$298m 4.94%7T

Jute
$494m 197%1

~,

Of the total January earnings, RMG
fetched $3.61 billion, logginga 1.35-
percent negative growth compared to

that in the same month of 2025, the
EPB data revealed. ' ‘

The US taruTs nave changed the overall market

ing

impactsare’

targeting US
ernment

the national
government

businesses.
The July-Jan

'2025-26.

RMG.

sustains after the election.

by offering 'aggressively low rate"".
The Indian government has also incentivised
with new packages to support its exporters

dimension with decline in sales there and so
decrease in placing work orders, exporters say.
Moreover, Chinaand India to offset US tariff

1snatching away the work orders
m

high tariffs whereas Bangladesh
Has been withdrawing the given

benefits, including cutsin incentives "in the
name of LDC graduation", they lament.
They, however, expect good days ahead after

elections, saying that the

situation might change with elected

provided with required and

expected policy supports in consultation with -

uary breakdowns show home-

textile exports rose 3.26 per cent year onyear
to $509.97 million.

Leather and leather products earned $707.24
million, up 5.71 per cent.

The agricultural sectorsaw a 9.88~-percent
negative growth to $607.28 million.

Jute and jute goods exports reached $493.85
million, marking 1.97-percent growth during
the period of 2025-26 fiscal.

Frozen and live fishes recorded 4.94-percent
growth to fetch $297.56 million during the
first seven months of fiscal 2025-26.
Pharmaceutical exports grew by 5.03 per cent
to $139.10 million.

Meantime, Bangladesh's overall exports toits
major billion-doliar destinations like
Germany, France, italy, Denmark, India and
Japan fell 10.35 per cent, 11 per cent, 5.46 per
cent, 10.40 per cent, 4.98 per centand 2.78
per cent during the July-january period of

In FY25, Bangladesh exports fetched $48.28
billion, riding on $39.34 billion earnings from

Munni_fe@yahoo.com
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'RMG export at risk for Ctg port strike

FE REPORT

Operational activities at Chattogram Port, the
country's prime seaport, remained at a standstill
for a third consecutive day on Monday as port
workers continued their protest against the
planned lease of the New Mooring Container
Terminal (NCT) to Dubai-based DP World.

The ongoing suspension of all cargo handling
activities at the port has created a severe crisis for
the country's import-export operations;
particularly for the ready-made garment (RMG)
sector, industry leaders warned.

They also called for urgent action to resolve the
deadlock and restore normal port operations.

The work stoppage at the port began on January 31,
resulting in the complete paralysis of port
operations. Loading and unloading of goods,
including containers and bulk cargo, have been
suspended for three days. Workers at all levels of
the port-dock workers, terminal staff, and truck
drivers-have joined the strike.

Expressing grave concern over disruptions to port
operations, BGMEA Acting President Selim
Rahman, in a letter to Chattogram Port Authority
Chairman Rear Admiral S M Moniruzzaman on
Monday, urged immediate steps to restore smooth
operations.

The disruption has nearly halted the import and
export operations of the RMG sector, which is time-
and season-sensitive, Rahman said in his letter,
noting that timely import of raw materials,

© Portworkers extend
strike for fourth
day today

© BGMEA urges actionto
resolve deadlock

production, and shipment within buyers’ lead time
are critically important. Failure to meet these

, deadlines exposes exporters to significant financial
losses. _
The BGMEA letter said that the ongoing protest by
port workers has created deep uncertainty, putting
current export orders at risk and raising fears of

- further delays.

In response to the growing crisis, BGMEA urged the
authorities to take immediate steps to resolve the
situation, including holding talks with all
stakeholders involved to bring an end to the
protests and restore normal port operations in
order to ensure the uninterrupted flow of RMG-
related imports and exports.

Meanwhile, the Port Protection Movement
Committee, which is spearheading the strike at the
Chittagong port, on Monday called an additional
24-hour work stoppage for today (Tuesday) to
press home their demand.

The workers are demanding that the government

-

will continue from 8am to 4pm on
Tuesday, and they have warned that the
protest will extend beyond that if the
government does not halt the process of
handing over the NCT to a foreign
.operator. - 2"

Speaking to The Financial Express,
BGMEA Director Rakibul Alam
Chowdhury said that resolving the crisis
caused by the suspension of port
operations and restoring normal
import-export activities has become
extremely urgent. :

He emphasised that Chattogram Port is
the largest gateway forthegarment
sector; with both raw material imports and
exports of finished garments and other
products fully dependent on the port.

"If import activities are disrupted, the
entire production chain is affected,
which directly impacts exports. That is
why uninterrupted and riormal import
and export operations are absolutely
essential," Mr, Chowdhury said.
According'to him, the ongoing work
stoppage has already put exporters'
running shipment orders at risk,
exposing them to significant financial .
losses. _

He warned that the situation could
further damage Bangladesh's image in-
the international market, especially ata
time when global competition is
intensifying and export orders are
already under pressure.

. could lead to severe container
-congestion in the future. With export

-within the stipulated time, exporters

The BGMEA director also pointed out
that port charges have recently been

. increased. Given the current operational °
paralysis, he said the enhanced charges, °

including demurrage and detention, -
should be temporarily waived or
suspended; otherwise, businesses will,
face additional financial strain. ;

He cautioned that prolonged disruption -

operations currently limited to a short
window-from 4:00pm to 10:00pm-the
logistical pressure is expected to .
intensify further. - -

"If shipments cannot be completed

may be forced to resort to air shipments,
which would significantly increase
production and logistics costs," he said.
Fazle Ekram Chowdhury, Chairman of
the Chittagong Port Berth Operators
Association, said, "Efforts to book
workers for assignments have failed as
labourers continue to refuse work.
Meanwhile, employees are observing a
'pen-down' strike, halting
administrative processes, resultingin a
complete standstill of port activities."
Meanwhile, the Chittagong Port .
Authority (CPA) has transferred a total
of 16 workers to the Dhaka Inland
Container Depot (ICD) and
Narayanganj's Pangaon términal.
. newsmanjasi@gmail.com
nazimuddinshyamol@gmail.com

halt the process of lease agreement, which they say
threatens the interests of the port and its workers
by allowing a foreign company to manage a vital
part of the country's primary seaport.

In the port city, the police intercepted a 'black-flag'
procession organised by the Sramik Karmachari
Oikya Parishad (SKOP) in support of the work
stoppage.

Hundreds of activists gathered at Agrabad
Badamtali area and began marching towards the
port, but were stopped near the Jamuna Building by
the law enforcers. In response, protesters staged a
sit~in and announced plans for a port blockade at 11
am on Tuesday.

Leaders of SKOP, including Comrade Tapon Dutta,
Iftekhar Kamal Khan, and Nur Ullah Bahar, led the
procession.

At a press conference in Chattogram on Monday,
Humayun Kabir, Coordinator of the Port Protection
Movement Committee, said workers had
"spontaneously" ceased work in all areas of the
port, including jetties and the outer anchorage.
"No goods or containers have been loaded or
unloaded, and no vehicles have entered the port
since January 31. The workers have joined the
protest programme spontaneously. But instead of
engaging in dialogue with the workers, the
administration is issuing one repressive transfer
order after another," he said. s
The committee's planned 24~hour work stoppage
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/Call to turn light engineering sector into eXp'o;t-orien te

Say stakeholders at the inauguration of Light Engi neering Expo

stakeholders have stressed the need for
coordinated and strategic efforts to
transform Bangladesh'slight
engineering sector into a more export-
oriented and competitive industry,
positioning it as a key driver of the
country's next phase of
industrialisation.

With Bangladesh set to graduate from
least-developed country status and
gradually lose duty-free market access,
the speakers emphasised the urgency of
strengthening capacity, upgrading
technology, and ensuring effective
policy support for the sector, reports
BSS. X

The remarks were made at the
inauguration of the three-day 2nd
Bangladesh Light Engineering Expo
2026, organised by the Bangladesh
Engineering Industry Owners
Association (BEIOA), which began in the
capital on Monday. °

The expo will run until February 4 and
remain open daily from 11:00 am to 7:00
pm, showeasing the latest technologies,
components, machinery, and innovative
products from the country's light
engineering sector. :
Speaking as the chief guest, Md Abdur
Rahim Khan, additional secretary and
project director of the Export
Competitiveness for Jobs (EC4)) project,
said that although development issues
across various sectors had long been
discussed and studied, the expected
outcomes had not been fully realised.
He observed that, globally, light
engineering products play a critical role

~ inshifting export structures, but

Bangladesh has failed to capitalise on
this opportunity over the past five
decades. '
"Gradually, we moved from agriculture
to manufacturing and became deeply
involved in textiles and readymade

With appropriate policy support, technological
advancement, and increased investment,

exports from the light engineering sector
could reach $12.56 billion by 2030

garments. But, the next step - light
engineering - has not seen the kind of
transition it should have," he said.

Khan noted that Bangladesh is
scheduled to graduate from LDC status
in November this year, after which duty-

free access for Bangladeshi products will -

begin to phase out - starting in some
countries as early as 2026 and in others
from 2029.

He added that while the country should
ideally have built stronger capacities by
now, time has not yet fully run out.
"We still have adequate time, We must

strengthen the capacity of institutions
responsible for implementing
government policies, while
entrepreneurs need to further activate

- management efficiency, innovation, and

research," he said.

He further said that under the EC4)
project, a technology centre was being
established in Gazipur to support
capacity building and encouraged
industry players to make full use of its
facilities.

As a special guest, Hosna Ferdous Sumi,
senior private sector specialist (finance,

World Bank, said that under the F€
project, the World Bank was provi
wide range of support to enhance
competitiveness of the light engin
sector.
She highlighted that alongside exj
markets, the domestic market - vi
at around $8 billion - also present|
significant opportunity for the sec
"The biggest challenge we face, b
Jlocal and international markets, Is
product quality and whether prod
are truly serving their intended
‘purpose,” she said.
In his address as chair, Abdur Raz#
president of BEIOA, said that the |l
engineering sector provides critics
backward linkages to agriculture,
textiles, construction, power,
automobile, and household applia
industries.
He said that Bangladesh currently

competitiveness, and investmenly
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The expo will run until February 4 and
remain open daily from 11:00 am to 7:00
pm, showcasing the latest technologies,
components, machinery, and innovative
products from the country's light
engineering sector.

. Speaking as the chief guest, Md Abdur

Rahim Khan, additional secretary and
project director of the Export
Competitiveness for Jobs (EC4]J) project,
said that although development issues
across various sectors had long been
discussed and studied, the expected
outcomes had not been fully realised.
He observed that, globally, light
engineering products play a critical role
in shifting export structures, but
Bangladesh has failed to capitalise on
this opportunity over the past five
decades.

"Gradually, we moved from agriculture
to manufacturing and became deeply
involved in textiles and readymade

With appropriate policy support, technological
advancement, and increased investment,

exports from the light engineering sector
could reach $12.56 billion by 2030

garments. But, the next step - light
engineering - has not seen the kind of
transition it should have," he said.

Khan noted that Bangladesh is
scheduled to graduate from LDC status
in November this year, after which duty-

free access for Bangladeshi products will -

begin to phase out - starting in some
countries as early as 2026 and in others
from 2029.

He added that while the country should
ideally have built stronger capacities by
now, time has not yet fully run out.
"We still have adequate time. We must

strengthen the capacity of institutions
responsible for implementing
government policies, while
entrepreneurs need to further activate

' management efficiency, innovation, and

research," he said.

He further said that under the EC4)
project, a technology centre was being
established in Gazipur to support
capacity building and encouraged
industry players to make full use of its
facilities.

As a special guest, Hosna Ferdous Sumi,
senior private sector specialist (finance,

competitiveness, and investment) at the
World Bank, said that under the EC4)
project, the World Bank was providing a
wide range of support to enhance the
competitiveness of the light engineering
sector.

She highlighted that alongside export
markets, the domestic market - valued
ataround $8 billion - also presents a
significant opportunity for the sector.
"The biggest challenge we face, both in

local and international markets, is

product quality and whether products
are truly serving theirintended
purpose," she said.

In his address as chair, Abdur Razzaque,
president of BEIOA, said that the light
engineering sector provides critical
backward linkages to agriculture,
textiles, construction, power,
automobile, and household appliance
industries.

He said that Bangladesh currently has

around 50,000 small and medium light
engineering enterprises, employing
nearly 300,000 skilled workers, with the
sector contributing about 3 per cent to
national GDP.

He also said that the sector meets nearly
half of the country's $8.2 billion
domestic demand and produces around
3,800 types of machinery, spare parts,
dies, and moulds. However, significant
reliance on imported machinery and
components still remains, indi icating ~
substantial scope for expansion.
Globally, the engineering products
market is estimated at around $7
trillion, yet Bangladesh's share remains
below 1 per cent. At present, exports
from the light engineering sector stand
at approximately $795 million. With
appropriate policy support,
technological advancement, and
increased investment, exports could
reach $12.56 billion by 2030, he ]tr
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- Exports hold
/ steady in January

Shipments fell slightly by 0.50% YoY to $4.41b as cautious foreign
- orders ahead of polls weighed on export earnings

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA . electi L it rmal practic
: BANGLADESH'S EXPORT TRENDS the internatibnal recstlr g ool
The country’s merchandise exports (In billions of S) usually before the election,” he said.

held nearly steady in January, with
shipments totalling $4.41billion, down
0.50 percent year-on-year, according
to Export Promotion Bureau (EPB)

“We are hopeful that a positive
change in placing of work orders
by the retailers and brands after the
election,” Khan told The Daily Star

data.

A slow recovery in the global supply
chain and cautious order placement
by international clothing retailers
ahead of the general election weighed
on growth.

This was the sixth consecutive
month exports remained on 2

trend, according to EPB,
On a month-on-month basis, however,
January shipments rose 11.22 percent
from $3.96 billion in December.

During the first seven months
of the current fiscal year, exports
declined 1.93 percent to $28.41 billion
compared with the same period last
year.

During the July-January period
of FY26, garment shipments, the
key point of the country’s trading
might, fell 243 percent to $22.98
billion. Knitwear exports dropped 3.13
percent to $12.28 billion, while woven
garment shipments fell 1.60 percent to
$10.69 billion.

Inamul Haq Khan, senior vice-
president of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and  Exporters

pAssodaupn (BGMEA), expressed hope

JUL-JAN EXPOR
® Fell 1.93% to $28.41h

® RMG dropped 2.43% to $22.98h

OTHER KEY POINTS

Shi fell for 6th straight -
momi::tjan (y-0-y)

b

over phone yesterday.

Mohammad Hatem, president of the
Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BKMEA),
said exports are expected to pick
up strongly from June this year as
retailers and brands begin placing
orders after February,

Exporters  say  merchandise
shipments from most major countries
fell in recent months due to volatility
in the global supply chain triggered
by US President Trump’s reciprocal
tariffs on multiple nations,

The supply chain has been
gradually stabilising as the tariffs have
been fixed and implemented.

Performance among the top six
export sectors outside garments,
such as leather and leather goods,
jute and jute products, agro and agro-
processed items, home textiles, light
engineering, and frozen fish, showed
mixed results, EPB said,

Leather and leather goods, jute and
jute products, home textiles, plastics,
and light engineering recorded



srranwalu oucad, adcoraing to EPB.
On a month-on-month basis, however,
January shipments rose 11.22 percent
from $3.96 billion in December.

During the first seven months i A B

of the current fiscal year, exports
declined 1.93 percent to $28.41 billion
compared with the same period last
year,

During the July-January period
of FY26, garment shipments, the
key point of the country’s trading
might, fell 243 percent to $22.98
billion. Knitwear exports dropped 3.13
percent to $12.28 billion, while woven
garment shipments fell 1.60 percent to
$10.69 billion.

Inamul Haq Khan, senior vice-
president of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA), expressed hope
for a rebound after the country’s
general election on February 12.

“Because the international clothing
retailers and brands did not place
their full work orders considering the

$509.97 million,
Jute ‘and jute goods

JUL-JAN EXPORTS
® fell 1.93% to $28.41b

Shipment fell for 6th straight

g

Exporters expect a rebound after election

€xports increased  1.97 lg?:tfal mill

o (ro5)

But expor _gmwﬂmjtn
Sb.b

1b in Jan compared to Dec

II percent to $493.85 milli
and e

exports fell
2091 percent to $17.63
e and non-leather
twear Shlpmmts
declined 2.06 percent to
$311.53 million,
Cotton products also
Saw a drop, falling 17.28

~ “The value of finished
otk and e o 2
rate of value

g‘&mﬂ is also higher,” he

8

SOURCE- EPB

® RMG dropped 2.43% to $22.98b

cenh'lna b electlon

A drop in global demand

w x —

orders after Februa'y.

Exporters say merchandise
shipments from most major countries
fell in recent months due to volatility
in the global supply chain triggered
by US President Trump’s reciprocal
tariffs on multiple nations.

The supply chain has been
gradually stabilising as the tariffs have
been fixed and implemented.

Performance among the top six
export sectors outside garments,
such as leather and leather goods,
jute and jute products, agro and agro
processed items, home textiles,. light
engineering, and frozen fish, showed
mixed results, EPB said.

Leather and leather goods, jute and
jute products, home textiles, plastics,
and light engineering recorded
growth both year-on-year and month-
on-month.

Among key destinations, the
United States remained Bangladesh’s
top export market, with shipments
worth 8$5.24 billion in July-January.
Exports to the US rose 1.64 percent
over the same period, 3.59 percent
year-on-year, and 2.24 percent month
on-month.

Exports 1o other leading markets,
including the European Union, also
showed positive trends.

Germany and the United Kingdom
retained second and third positions,
with earnings of $2.85 billion and $2.7
billion respectively.

Great Britain, Spain, and the
Netherlands also recorded growth
both year-on-year and month-on
month.
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Light engineering
fails to emerge as
export frontier

Says commerce ministry official

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
After agriculture and readymade garments, light
engineering should have been Bangladesh’s next export
frontier, but that transition has yet to take place, said Md
Abdur Rahim Khan, additional secretary at the commerce
ministry.

The sector has remained underdeveloped for decades,
limiting the country’s ability to diversify its export
base, he said at the inauguration of the three-day 2nd
Bangladesh Light Engineering Expo 2026, which began
in Dhaka yesterday, according to a press release.

Bangladesh has failed to capitalise on the global
potential of light engineering products, said Khan, who
is also additional secretary and project director of the
Export Competitiveness for Jobs (EC4J) project.

He added that Bangladesh’s graduation from least-
developed country (LDC) status in November will gradually
lead to the erosion of trade preferences, making capacity
building, technological upgrading and effective policy
implementation increasingly urgent. )
~ nearly 50,000 enterprises

and contributes about

“We still have time, We must

strengthen the capacity
of institutions responsible
for -~ implementing
governmient policies,
while entrepreneurs
need to further enhance
management efficiency,
innovation and research,”
he said.

*Khan also urged
stakeholders not to focus

solely on exports but to
i equal importance

give
to

domestic  demand.
purchasing power, he said
that at least 25 percent of
Bangladesh’s population
considerable
purchasing power, showing
a sizeable domestic market.
Hosna Ferdous Sumi, an
official at the World Bank,
said the domestic market
- valued at about $8
billion -- offers significant
opportunities, but product
quality remains the biggest
challenge in both local and
export markets.
The light engineering
sector empl around

300,000 workers across

three percent to national
GDP, said Abdur Razzaque,
president of the Bangladesh
Engineering Industry
Owners Association
(BEIOA).

Exports from the sector
currently stand at $795
million but could reach
$12.56 billion by 2030
with appropriate policy

support, investment
and technological
advaritement, he said.

Razzaque added that
proper implementation of
Itilgeh recently formulated
ight Engineering Industry
Development Policy,
particularly its time-bound
action plans, could play
a crucial role in export
diversification.

Describing the expo
as more than a display
event, he said it serves
as an effective sourcing
and networking platform,
connecting manufacturers,
buyers, suppliers, investors
and policymakers, and
facilitating technology
‘transfer, business deals and

access to global markets.

He also outlined key
policy proposals, including
the establishment
of dedicated light
engineering zones; support
for technology transfer and
research; reduced duties
on raw material imports;
simplified patent and
design protection; training
programmes for women
and youth; cash incentives;
and preferential access to
bank ing.

Organised by BEIOA, the
expo will continue until
February 4 and remain
open daily from 11:00am
to 7:00pm, sh
the latest technologies,
components, machinery
and innovative products
from the country’s light
engineering sector.

Ilbdm Ilas}lid: SEIl.i.OI
vice-president of BEIOA, and
Raju Ahmed, vice-president,
along with other central
directors, representatives
from the EC4J project and
officials from the Ministry
of Commerce, were also
present at the inauguration -
event,



Non—garment exports
‘grow, but RMG slowdown
slashes total shlpments

.EXPDRT— - BANGLADESH'

TBS REPORT -

Busmesses say forelgn buyers red uce
orders before and after electl,o_ns

Bangladesh’s export earmngs remalned hrgelystag

nant in the first seven months of the current fiscal
‘year as a sustained slowdown in garment shipments -

continued. to outweigh incremental gains in non-
readymade garment sectors, reflecting the econo-

my’s dependence on a single export pillar.

~ Bureau (EPB),
lstood at $28.41 billion, registering a 1.93% year-
~'on-year decline, even as shipments rebounded

Accordmg to data from the Export Pmmotmn'
exports during July-January FY26

11.22% month-on-month in January. )
Readymade garments (RMG), which account.

© ' for about 81% of Bangladesh’s export basket, re-
' -corded a 2.43% year-on-year fall during the peri-
“ od, exerting downward pressure on overall export
* . performance despite moderate growth in several
" non-RMG' segments, including engineering prod-
“ucts, leather goods, jute items, frozen ﬁsh and

home textiles.
‘Export earnings from the RMG sector amounted
to $22.98 billion in the e

July-January period, down from a year
earlier. Within the segment, knitwear
exports declined by 3.13%, while wo-
ven garment shipments fell 1.60%, re-
flecting weak demand and continued
price pressures in major markets.

In contrast, non-RMG exports post-
ed relatively stronger growth, though
from a much smaller base. EPB data
show that engineering product exports
rose by nearly 26%, driven by sharp
increases in bicycle exports (31%) and
electrical products (26.8%).

Exports of leather and leather goods
increased 5.7%, while home textile
shipments grew 3.3% and jute and jute
goods exports edged up by just over2%
during the period.

Fazle Ehsan Shamim, vice president
of the BKMEA, told The Business Stan-
dard that exports have slowed due to
both global and domestic factors.

“The US’s reciprocal tariff on Ban-
gladeshi products reduced orders,

while Indlan and Chinese exporters
gained greater access to the EU market,
affecting Bangladesh’s garment ship-
ments,” he said.

Shamim also cited domestic polit-
ical uncertainty ahead of elections,
which led major buyers to cut orders by
20-30% to avoid delivery risks.

MA Rahim Firoz, vice chairman
of DBL Group, said historical expe-
rience shows that foreign buyers
often reduce orders before and after
elections — a trend observed for the
past 30 years. He predicted this pat-
tern would continue over the next
two months, with significant growth
only expected from April.

Exports decline for 6th
consecutive month

Bangladesh’s exports fell in January
2026, continuing a six-month streak of
year-on-year declines. Export eamings
reached $4.41 billion, down 0.50%
from $4.43 billion in January 2025, EPB

The Business Standard
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data shows. )

Industry sources noted that such
consecutive point-to-point declines
have not been seen since the global
Covid-19 lockdowns in 2020, when
shipments were disrupted world-
wide.

Data further show that exports in
the first month of FY26, July 2025, stood

[3an Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2025

at $4.77 billion. The following months
recorded $3.91 billion in August, $3.62
billion in September, $3.82 billion in
October, $3.89 billion in November,
and $3.96 billion in December.

This indicates a sighificant drop
in exports from the levels seen at the
start of the fiscal year. Last July, the
US imposed reciprocal tariffs on Ban-

Jan |

gladeshi products, putting pressure
on the country’s largest export market,
which in tumn affected other markets.
Conditions gradually improved in sub-
sequent months. For comparison, in
FY25, exports were $3.82 billion in July,
$4.03 billion in August, $3.80 billion
in September, $4.13 billion in October,
$4.12 billion in November, and $4.62

billionin
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According to data fmm the Export Promotion

~ Bureau (EPB), exports, during -July- Ianuaxy FY26
: Istood at $28.41 bxllion. registering a 1.93% year-
on-year decline; even as, shipments rebounded‘

11.22% month-on-month in J anua:y

Readymade garments (RMG), whlch account.
for about 81% of Bangladesh’s export basket re-.:

corded a 2.43% year-on-year fall during the peri-
performance despite moderate growth in several

* non-RMG segments, including engineering prod-
“ucts, leather goods, jute items, frozen ﬁsh and
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W gained greater access to the EU market,
ir affecting Bangladesh’s garment ship-
I ments,” he said.
(o Shamim also cited domestic polit-
il ical uncertainty ahead of elections,
which led major buyers to cut orders by
i 20-30% to avoid delivery risks.
th MA Rahim Firoz, vice chairman
ta of DBL Group, said historical expe-
s rience shows that foreign buyers
rp often reduce orders before and after
il elections — a trend observed for the
past 30 years. He predicted this pat-
I8 tern would continue over the next
le two months, with significant growth
e only expected from April.
o
Exports decline for 6th
nt consecutive month
- Bangladesh’s exports fell in January

2026, continuing a six-month streak of
year-on-year declines. Export earnings
reached $4.41 billion, down 050%
from $4.43 billion in January 2025, EPB

Export earnings from the RMG ;ector amounted
to $22 .98 billion in the
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data shows.

Industry sources noted that such
consecutive point-to-point declines
have not been seen since the global
Covid-19 lockdowns: in 2020, when
shipments were disrupted world-
wide,

Data further show that exports in
the first month of FY26, July 2025, stood

2025

at $4.77 billion. The following months
recorded $3.91 billion in August, $3.62
billion in September, $3.82 billion in
October, $3.89 billion in November,
and $3.96 billion in December.

This indicates a significant drop
in exports from the levels seen at the
start of the fiscal year. Last July, the
US imposed reciprocal tariffs on Ban-

Jan
2028

glageshi. products, putting pressure
on the country’s largest export market,
which in tumn affected other markets.
Conditions gradually improved in sub-
sequent months. For comparison, in
FY25, exports were $3.82 billion in July,
$4.03 billion in August, $3.80 billion
in September, $4.13 billion in October,
$4.12 billion in November, and $4.62

billion in December.

RMG exports show slight decline
The country’s main export product,
ready-made garments, fell 1.35% year-
on-year in January. RMG shipments
amounted to $3.61 billion, down from
$3.66 billion in January 2025. How-
ever, RMG exports rose 11.77% com-
pared with December 2025.

EKDOI['S to Gﬂmaﬂy, Flm, IB]Y-
Japan, Denmark, Australia, Sweden,
Belgium, and Turkey declined in Janu-
ary compared with December. By con-
trast, shipments increased to the US,
UK, Spain, Netherlands, Poland, India,
Canada, China, UAE, and Saudi Arabia.

Exports to India grew the most, ris-
ing 19.23% month-on-month to $166
million in January, up from $127 mil-
lion in December. Despite this, cumu-
lative exports to India in the first seven
months (July-January) fell 498% to
$1.05billion, down from $1.10 billion in,
the same period of FY25.




