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Trade bodies

demand urgent
fix to Ctg port
deadlock

Leaders of ten major trade bodies have demanded
immediate government intervention to resolve
the ongoing deadlock at Chattogram port,
which handles over 90 percent of the country’s
maritime trade, terming it a “great disaster_".

This is the first time in the country’s hxs.tory
that all vessels have remained at a standstill at
the port, they claimed in a joint statement at
a prgss confgence at the Gulshal_l office of the
Bangladesh Textile Mills Association (BTMA) in

a yesterday.
Dh‘:-:!'Ilrchis is not); normal strike; it is equivgﬂent
to destroying the country’s heart of business
and trade by creating a deadlock at Chattogram
port,” the statement said.

The economy suffers losses of several
thousand crores of taka even from a single day’s
deadlock at the port, they added.

Operations at the port came to a halt after
workers and employees of the seaport enforced
indefinite work abstention from February 3t,

osing the move by the interim governmen
?(? ﬁan:ll%ver the opebr}z’ttion of the New Mooring
Container Terminal (NCT) at the port to UAE-
based firm DP World.

Operations at the port came |
to a halt after workers and
employees of the seaport
enforced indefinite work
abstention from February 3

Goods from export and import vessels have
not been loaded or unloaded for nearly a week.

The joint statement was issued by top trade
bodies, including the Bangladesh qu.'mgnt
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BGMEA), Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BKMEA), Bangladesh
Textile Mills Association (BTMA), Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MCCI),
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Indus_try
(DCCI), and Bangladesh Employers’ Federation
(BEF).

The Bangladesh Chamber of lndqstn:ies,
gladesh Garment Buying House Assomau_on,
gladesh Garments Accessories & Packgggng

& Exporters Association

MEA) and Bangladesh Terry Towel &

QEEE!EQW Manufacturers & Exporters Association

(BI'TLMEA) also signed the statement. _
The country’s external trade, including 'the
main export earner garments, has bet_an facing
irrecoverable losses due to the situation, they
noted. '
Exportable goods cannot be shipped, and
imported goods cannot be released from vessels,
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international buyers.

The business leaders warned that
Bangladesh risks losing work orders if
the crisis continues, as international
buyers may shift to alternative
sourcing countries,

They also noted that export and
industrial production are already
under pressure due to falling
demand, geopolitical crises, and
rising production costs,

Insuch assituation, portdemurrage
charges, port fees, and storage costs
are increasing, directly affecting
production costs, Consequently,
export prices will rise, negatively
impacting international trade,

Additional costs on imported
goods may also affect the prices of
essential commodities meant for
Ramadan sales. Any delay in releasing
imported goods could disrupt the
timely supply to consumers and raise
price levels if the stalemate is not
resolved quickly.

An unstable situation has also
been created in obtaining bank loans
and opening Letters of Credit (LCs)
for importing goods.

The business leaders urged the
government to resolve the port crisis
immediately, considering the greater
interest of the country and the
economy.

In the Statement, the business
leaders urged the union leaders to
call off the strike, They also suggested
that the issue of renting the NCT can
be postponed, and the union leaders
can have the chance to discuss it with
the next elected government,

‘It is our firm belief that the
government will sit with the labour
leaders soon and solve the crisis
immediately,” the statement reads,

In a separate statement, the DCCI
urged the immediate restoration of
normal operations at Chattogram
port.

“Approximately 54,000 containers
of goods have been stranded at the
port so far,” it said.

Due to this delay in clearance,
businesspeople  are incurring
additional costs of Tk 10,000 to

Tk 15,000 per day. This ongoing
shutdown is having a severe impact
on the country’s export sector in
particular,

“Moreover, if the situation
continues, it will adversely affect
the national economy. There is also
a growing concern of cancellation
or diversion of purchase orders to
competitor countries, as we are
unable to process shipment of goods
in time,” it added.

addition, this unexpected
deadlock in cargo handling is likely
to increase operational costs across
trade and investment activities,
creating an extra burden on both

businesses and consumers,
The statement called for
urgent government intervention

to resolve the problem as soon as
possible through discussions with
all  stakeholders concerned with
Chattogram port.

The chamber also stressed the
need for collective efforts involving

the business community, the
Chittagong Port Authority and ali
relevant stakeholders,
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to USrise 12% in
Jan-Nov 2025

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Readymade garment exports from
Bangladesh to the United States grew
12.43 percent to $7.6 billion in the first
eleven months of 2025, according to the
US Office of Textiles and Apparel (Otexa).

The growth came despite a sharp fall
in November, when exports dropped
1457 percent to $526.51 million
compared with the same month a year
earlier. _ _

Overall, US apparel imports declined
slightly during the January-November
period, falling 1.44 percent in value and
3.23 percent in volume. Average prices
rose 1.85 percent, Otexa data showed.

Bangladesh was not alone in
expanding its US market share last year.
Vietnam’s garment exports there grew
11.35 percent, India’s rose 6.04 percent,

Pakistan’s by 11.82 percent, Indonesia’s
by 979 percent, and Cambodia
experienced a strong 26.18 percent
increase. China’s exports, in contrast,
fell sharply by 33.90 percent.

In terms of volume, Bangladesh
recorded a strong growth of 13.30
percent, Vietham 11.99 percent, India
4.73 percent, Pakistan 18.28 percent,
Indonesia 13.39 percent, and Cambodia
surged 35.40 percent. China saw a sharp
decline of 25.86 percent, Otexa said.

Unit prices per garment piece from
January to November 2025 varied across
countries. Bangladesh experienced a
slight drop of 0.77 percent, Vietnam 0.57
percent, China 10.84 percent, Cambodia
6.81 percent, Pakistan 5.46 percent, and
Indonesia 3.18 percent. India was the
only country to see a price increase,
rising 1.25 percent, Otexa added.

PHOTO: STAR/FILE

Apparel items are on display at a trade show in Dhaka. Bangladesh posted double digit growth in '

garment exports to the US last year despite growing competition from regional rivals.
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; BUSINESSES URGE END TO TRADE-DISRUPTING CTG SEAPORT DEADLOCK

Strikers give two-day break for
urgent export-import delivery

Port workers threaten to resume duty abstention from Sunday if NCT deal not rescinded by then

FEREPORT RN, L A
1 (4 S '_ﬁ\.\' . ’\:‘.“l .:_ _II
Protesters at Chattogram seaport gave a two-day break in AR X R
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their strike for urgent export-import delivery following
government intervention on Thursday, after disruption of
Bangladesh's external trade for six days.

Labour leaders at

iDDI i Chattogram Port
Shlp ping gdwser announced the Friday-
hemmed _II'I O_I'I Saturday suspension of the
arrival for strike following

. . negotiations with Shipping
n egotlated sol ution Adviser Brig-General (retd)

M Sakhawat Hossain, but
More than 11.000 vowed to resume work
’ .

abstention thereafter if \ - A (S > : g » " i r
exPort_laden their demand for e 4 & S ST
containers rescinding a deal with a

foreign firm was not met,
stranded at por t Earlier in the day, the

adviser of the interim
government faced protest by workers when he visited the
Bandar Bhaban at the port to assess the situation.
Chattogram Port worker leaders later agreed to hold talks with
the adviser to find a resolution.
As agreed, the operational activities at the country's prime
port will resume today (Friday) after long six days' disruption by o)
that triggered an outcry from trade bodies. L BN ‘
The announcement was made by Humayun Kabir and [brahim VI ——; 3 o .
Khokon, coordinators of the Bandar Rokkha Sangram Oikya Workers seen demonstrating as Shipping Adviser Brig Gen (retd) M Sakhawat Hussain arrived at the Chittagong Port
- Thursday morning to firid a solution to the ongoing :tslemate over government move to appoint DP World as h
operator of the New Mooring Container Terminal (N :1). — FE photo _ /
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Parishad, at a press conference at
the Bandar Bhaban in the
afternoon.

However, the trade unionists
warned that they would return to
protest from Sunday if the New
Mooring Container Terminal (NCT)
agreement is not done away with.
Ibrahim Khokon said the labour
leaders presented four demands
during the meeting, including the
cancellation of the NCT agreement.
The shipping adviser assured them
that he would discuss the matter
with the chief adviser and provide a

response within two days, he added.

"Our other demands were the
withdrawal of transfer orders for
employees, no legal action against
workers who led the movement,
and removal of the port authority
chairman," Khokon said.

He further said the adviser accepted
two of the demands and promised
to consider the issue of the
chairman's removal.

Humayun Kabir said the strike was
postponed out of respect for the holy
month of Ramadan and based on
assurances from the adviser.

"The government has two days to
respond regarding the NCT
agreement. If no action is taken, the
strike will resume," he told reporters.
Urging port workers to remain
patient, Humayun Kabir said, "NCT
will not be handed overtoa forelgn
operator under any circumstances.
This agreement will be resisted at
all costs."

Chattogram business leaders helda
meeting with labour
representatives on Wednesday
afternoon, expressing moral
support for the movement while
urging alternative protests to limit
economic losses, but labour leaders
refused to call off the stoppage and
reiterated their demand for
cancelling the DP World lease.
Sources say now NCT is being
operated by Chittagong Dry Dock
Limited (CDDL), a Bangladesh
Navy-run organisation, which is to
continue operations until the
handover to a foreign operator.
However, the government has
planned that NCT will be leased to
DP World for 15 years. If the lease
proceeds, DP World will collect all
terminal charges, while
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negotiations continue over how
much the company will pay the
Chittagong Port Authority per
container.

Meanwhile, leaders of the country's
major trade bodies Thursday urged
immediate restoration of normal
functioning of Chattogram Port as
the shutdown was putting a severe
impact on the country's export-
import trade.

Expressing deep concern, the
leaders from top ten trade
organisations sought immediate
high-level intervention from the
government to resolve the crisis
facing the import-export trade.
Bangladesh Employers' Federation
(BEF), Bangladesh Chamber of
Industries (BCl), Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(McClI), Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI),
Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA), Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BKMEA),
Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association (BTMA), Bangladesh
Garment Accessories and Packaging
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGAPMEA), -
Bangladesh Garment Buying House
Association (BGBA) and Bangladesh
Terry Towel and Linen
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BTTLMEA) made the
joint call after an emergency
meeting held at BTMA's Gulshan -
officein the capital, Dhaka.

This happens to be the first time in
the history of Chattogram Port that
even shipping has completely been
stopped, they said, terming it 'rare
crisis' that is completely paralyzing

_the country's main seaport,

considered heart of the national
economy. The closure of the port for
asingle day directly caused loss of
several millions of taka to the
economy, they deplored, adding
that the country is facing an
irreparable loss as the import-
expart activities of all sectors,
including ready-made garments
came to a standstill.

Acting president of BGMEA Selim
Rahman said raw materials for the
export sector were not reaching
factories on time, while on the other
hand, manufactured goods are lying

at ports awaiting shipment.

As aresult, it becomes difficult to
meet the lead-time of foreign
buyers, which might result in air
shipment, said Fazlee Shamim
Ehsan, president of BEF.

"We fear that if this situation lasts
just a few more days, a portion of
orders might be cancelled and
foreign buyers may take drastic
decisions such as shifting their
sourcing from Bangladesh," he
noted.

They said the country's
manufacturing and export sectors
were currently undergoing crisis
period, adding that due to global
demand decline, rising production
costs and global geopolitical
instability, industries are facinga
catastrophe - entrepreneurs are
struggling to reduce business-
operating costs and survive in the
competition.

In the meantime, due to the terrible
container congestion caused by the
port deadlock, demurrage charges,
port charges and storage rent are
ballooning, whichisdirectly
increasing the cost of production.
"“This will increase the price of
products both for export and
domestic market," said Showkat
Aziz Russel, president of BTMA.

If this crisis was not resolved
immediately, there would be a delay
inthe arrival of imported daily
necessities on the market, resulting

Jinan artificial crisis that will push

the prices of goods ahead of
Ramadan, businesses said.

They also blamed "government
failure" for the standstill at port and
requested the government for
resolving the ongoing issue. And the
upcoming new government can
take the opportunity to review the
complications that have arisen over
the NCT lease.

The leaders also made special request
tothe port's union leaders to turn
back from their exceptional stance.
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) also urged

immediate restoration of normal

operations at Chattogram Port
where nearly 92 per cent of the
country's import and export tradeis
handled.
talhabmhab;b@yahoo.com
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The recent free trade agreement between India and the
European Union over duty-free access or, in some cases,
significant tariff reductions in cross-border trade, poses a
serious and growing concern for Bangladesh. Though this
FTAhas long been a strategic objective for India, its
execution may become g major threat to Bangladesh,
raising apprehensions about the possible erosion of its
market dominance in the EU. :
Bangladesh holds 3 significant market share in the EU,
with nearly 50 per cent of its total annual exports
destined for this market. As an LDC, Bangladesh enjoys
duty-free export privileges and has secyred the second-
highest market share in the EU apparel sector.
With the implementation of the FTA between India and
the EU, Indiais likely to aggressively capture market
share, potentially displacing Bangladeshi exports. This
could significantly affect Bangladesh's export revenue, as
the agreement is expected to come into force in 2027. At
the same time, Bangladesh is set to graduate from LDC
status, which will result in the loss of duty-free export
privileges in the Eu, '
Since India faces substantial tariff barriers in the Us market,
itis likely to be Particularly keen on this bilateral
developmentwith the EU_ To remain competitive,

with the EU based on mutual benefits, so that it does not
lose its existing market and can secure greater market
dominance in the future through sustained export growth,
Kawsik Azad Pronoy
. Abanker
kawsikdbb!@gmaﬁ.corg."
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BD export sector faces global economic
headwinds, domestic challenges: Experts

Bangladesh's export sector is navigating a difficult
transition as weak global demand coincides with
domestic political and economic pressures, though
a sharp rebound in recent months is raising hopes
of stabilisation, reports UNB. _
Export earnings in the first seven months of the
current fiscal year (FY2025-26) fell 1.93 per cent
year-on-year to $28.41 billion, according to data
from the Export Promotion Bureau (EPB), down
from $28.96 billion in the same period a year
earlier.

The decline reflects sluggish demand in major
Western markets and disruptions linked to political
change at home.

Yet December and January figures pointto a
potential turning point.

Exports in January 2026 reached $4.41 billion, only
0.5 per cent lower than a year earlier, but up 11.22
per cent from December's $3.96 billion, signalling
renewed momentum.

"Exports in the last two months show a shining
future as global trade conditions are gradually
improving," said Dr Zahid Hussain, former lead
economist at the World Bank's Dhaka office.

He noted that exporters continue to face domestic
challenges, including uninterrupted energy supply
and labour unrest, which remain critical constraints
for the manufacturing sector.

At the same time, global trade remains unsettled by

geopolitical tensions and trade policy uncertainty,
including the impact of US President Donald
Trump's trade war.

- Major global suppliers have adopted a wait-and-

see approach as consumers in the United States and
the European Union struggle with high living costs
and job losses.

The ready-made garments (RMG) sector has once
again emerged as the backbone of Bangladesh's
export performance. RMG earnings rose 11.77 per
cent year-on-year to $22.98 billion during July-
January, accounting for about 81 per cent of total
exports.

Sustained global demand and improved factory
efficiency helped the sector offset weakness
elsewhere. :

Other export segments showed mixed results.
Leather and leather goods, jute and home textiles
recorded improvements in January, while agro-

processed products and frozen fish lagged behind,
failing to match the apparel sector's growth.

The United States remained Bangladesh's largest
export destination, with earnings of $5.21 billion in
the July-January period, up 1.64 per cent. Germany
ranked second with $2.85 billion, followed by the
United Kingdom at $2.77 billion.

Economists attribute the overall export dip to
several factors. Slowing consumption and high
inflation in Europe during the latter half of 2025
dampened demand for non-essential goods.
Domestically, a massive student-led movement
and a subsequent change in government in mid-
2024 disrupted supply chains through factory
closures, transport strikes and port congestion,
with spillover effects into the current fiscal year.
Energy shortages also weighed heavily on
production. Persistent gas and electricity
constraints in late 2025 raised costs and hurt
competitiveness, particularly for small and
medium-sized exporters.

In addition, a strong post-pandemic rebound in
FY2024-25 created a high comparison base,
making current performance appear weaker.



