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“Trump raises
US global tariff
rate to 15%

AFP, Washington

-----------------------
---------------------
....................
.................

President Donald Trump raised the
global duty on imports into the United
States to 15 percent yesterday, doubling
down on his promise to maintain his
aggressive tariff policy a day after the
Supreme Court ruled much of it illegal.

- Trump said on his Truth Social
plgtform that after a thorough review of
Fnc!ay’s “extraordinarily anti-American
decision” by the court to rein in his tariff
program, the administration was hiki
the import levies “to the fully allowed
and legally tested, 15% level.” '

The US leader had announced an

initial 10 percent duty in the immediate
aftérmath of the Supreme Court ruling.
And Trump added that over the next
few months, his administration would
seek further alternative ways to impose
«  “legally permissible” tariffs, = -

Yesterday's announcement is the latest
in a careening process that has seen a
-multitude of tariff levels for countries
sending goods into the United States
set and then, altered, or revoked by
Trump’s team over the past year.

It also appears on its face to be an
attempt to circumvent the Supreme
Court’s” latest ruling, which offered
perhaps the firmest rebuke yet of the
Republican leader’s ‘sweeping and
often arbitrary duties, his signature
international trade policy.

The new duty by law is “only
temporary -- allowable for 150

days. According to a White House
fact sheet, exemptions remain for
sectors that are under separate
probes, including pharma, and goods
entering the US under the US-Mexico-
Canada agreement.

Trump spent much of the past
year imposing various rates to cajole
and punish countries, both friend
and foe.

On Friday, the White House said
US trading partners that reached
separate tariff deals with Trump's
administration would also face the
new global tariff.

The conservative-majority high

court ruled six to three on Friday that .

" a1977 law Trump has relied on to slap

sudden rates on individual countries,
upending global trade, “does not
authorise the President to impose
tariffs.” '

Trump, who had nominated
two of the justices who repudiated
him, responded furiously, alleging
without evidence that the court was
influenced by foreign interests.

“I'm ashamed of certain members
of the court, absolutely ashamed, for
not having the courage to do what's
right for our country,” Trump told
reporters. -

-

‘}f-/// .//
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US TARIFF TURMOIL
Uncertainties
loom over Dhaka’s
trade prospects

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

. The US Supreme Court’s decision to Scrap the reciprocal tariff
arrangement could lift consumer demand in the American market and
potentially increase orders for Bangladeshi exports, according to local
entrepreneurs and trade analysts. However, they caution that the outlook
remains uncertain, particularly as Dhaka has already signed a bilateral
trade deal with Washington.

The uncertainty deepened almost immediately. Shortly after the
ruling on Friday, President Donald Trump slapped a 10 percent tariff on
all countries. Yesterday, he went further, raising the rate to 15 percent.
Commienting on the developments, Mustafizur Rahman, distinguished
fellow at the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), told The Daily Star that

BANGLADESH-US -

BILATERAL TRADE
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Bangladesh must respond with strategic caution and careful calculation
in the face of shifting US trade policy.

He said the interim government, in the first place, should not
have signed the trade deal in haste, especially just three days before

the February 12 national election, and future negotiations should be

approached more carefully. :
The US president, he noted, retains constitutional authority to revisit
the tariff, which Trump did. !




| Ifthe 15 peri:ent rate replaces thé_ 19

percent reciprocal tariff finalised.
for Bangladesh under the trade
deal,
for exports to the US would stand at
31.5 percent, including the existing
16.5 percent Most Favoured Nation
(MFN) duty. The MEN rate varies
across apparel categories, and many
key items -- such as trousers, T-shirts,
formal shirts and denim -- face duties
below 16.5 percent. -

The sudden shift in America’s tariff
regime could disrupt the exporters’
calculations, Mahmud Hasan Khan,
president of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers  and - Exporters
Association (BGMEA), told The Daily
Star over the phone.

“Frequent tariff changes make
business planning difficult. Suppliers
had already adjusted plans based on
the 19 percent rate agreed under the’
trade deal,” he said.

Meanwhile, he added that the US
Supreme Court’s ruling could be a
“positive sign” for Bangladesh since
lower tariffs would reduce prices,
which could raise demand and boost

exports from Bangladesh.
But according to economist
Mohammad  Abdur  Razzaque,

chairman of Researclt and Policy
Integration for Development (RAPID),

the ruling could only temporarily

boost exports, and the benefit may be
short-lived. The new tariff may only
be in place for a limited period, and
further measures could follow, he
said.

He said the 1mp11cal.10ns of both

the scrapped reciprocal tariff and - |-

Bangladesh’s signed deal require

deeper legal interpretation.

It also remains unclear whether
Bangladesh, under the trade deal, is
still bound to import the committed

aircraft and other goods, including.

wheat, cotton, soybean, LNG and LPG,
orto proceed with defence purchases
and sourcing conditions.

“Will Bangladesh be able to bypass
the American pressure and say
‘no’ to ‘purchasing the committed
commodities from the US?” Razzaque
asked.

Comimerce Secretary

; Rahrhan ackhowledged

Bangladesh’s effective tariff -

..Meihbubur _
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92 2 FEB 2026

that

interim ' government - signed. the

-agreement .under’ pressure from the

US side amid concerns that a new

government after the election might.

delay it.

He also said he hoped the deal
too would be cancelled in light of
the Supreme Court’s decision. “The -
scrapping of the tariff is good news for
Bangladesh,” he said.

Under the deal, Bangladesh agreed
to import significant American goods,

including 14 aircraft from Boeing, as

well as soybean, wheat, cotton, LNG

“Will Bangladesh
be able to bypass
the American
pressure and say
‘no’ to purchasing
the committed

theUS?” -

Mohammad Abdur
Razzaque, chairman
of Research and Policy
Integration for Development

ik

“Only in the case
of Bangladesh is
there an exit clause
in the deal. So, we

- will decide as per
government policy.”

Khadija Nazneen, additional
secretary at commerce
ministry

and LPG, to reduce the trade gap.

The US is Bangladesh’s single
largest export “destination. . Bilateral
tradeiscurrently tilted in Bangladesh’s
favour; with over $8 billion in exports
to the US annually, compared to $2

‘billion in imports. Garments account

for 86 percent of Bangladesh’s exports
to the US.
"We will keep contact with the

the

commodities from ! |

US for our business relations,” the
commerce secretary ;said, referring
to a message from Brendan Lynch,
assistant US trade representative for

“South and Central Asia.

Citing Lynch,; Mahbubur said future
US trade relations would depend
on partner countries’ engagement
in trade deals, and Washington is

“expected to issue new notifications

following the imposition of the new
rate.

Mohammad Hatem, presidentofthe
Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BKMEA),
urged the government to- revisit
the February 9 deal, citing dlffxcult
clauses.

He also said Bangladesh should
begin negotiations to see whether the
new tariff can be reduced further.

Mostafa Abid Khan, former
member of the Bangladesh Trade and

I Tariffs Co;rgmmsmn (BTTC),: called for

a more; SLI‘aEEgIC approach.; He,,poted
that the trade agreement' has:neither
been notified nor ratified and has yet
to come into force.

Some ofits clauses were concermng.
he said, but the current tariff offers at
least 150 days of breathing space, as it
could be reviewed by. Trump. He also
said the US Congress. could-take a
" different stance due to the upcoming
midterm elections in November.

Khadija . Nazneen, additional
secretary of the WTO wing at the
commerce ministry, said they would -
first analyse the deal, and then take a
decision.

She noted that the agreement
signed by Bangladesh iricludes an
exit clause -- a provision not granted
to other countries. “Only in the case
of Bangladesh is there an exit clause

“in the deal. So, we will decide as per

government policy,” said Nazneen,
who led the delegation that was
present during the signing of the deal
in Washington.

Trump had declared reciprocal
tariffs under a national emergency
on April 2 last year. Bangladesh had
initially faced a proposed 37 percent
tariff, later reduced to 35 percent.
After negotiations, it fell to 20 percent
and then to 19 percent following the -
deal. v



