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FBCCI for allowing export
of aromatic rice

FE REPORT

BD's aromaticrice in good demand
across the globe

The country's apex trade body-FBCCI-~-
has called upon the government to
consider allowing export of aromatic
rice in order to encourage exporters and
ensure its fair price at the farmers' level,
sources said.

The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) ina
letter urged the Ministry of Commerce
to take necessary steps in this regard.
The FBCCI made the appeal in line with
the demand of the Bangladesh Rice
Exporters Association (BREA) to this
effect, according to the insiders.

Earlier, the BREA in a letter sought the
apex trade body's necessary measures in
this connection.

The FBCCI has suggested that the
government should consider allowing
export of aromatic rice in order to
enhance earnings of foreign currencies
through ensuring growers' prices
support and encouraging local

exporters. :

"The government should give demand for aromatic rice is now Durbashail, Basmathi (locally known as
permission for export of more aromatic estimated at 0.4 million tonnes. Banglamoti) and Nenia varieties of

rice for the greater interest of its So there remains a significant gap aromatic rice are in good demand in the
producers and exporters," the trade between the availability of aromaticrise ~ overseas markets.

body said in the letter. and its domestic demand. According to the export policy, there are
The commerce ministry gave permission  Bangladesh's aromatic rice has a high opportunities to export 25 types of

for exporting only 18,150 tonnes and demand in the export markets, aromatic rice subject to special approval
5800 tonnes of aromaticricein Apriland  especially where non-resident by the commerce ministry.

May 2025 respectively in fovour of some  Bangladeshis stay. Different private firms, including
exporters. Usually, Bangladesh's aromaticrice is Ispahani, Square and Pran, export

The FBCCl said there is no alternativeto  exported to the United Arab Emirates, packaged aromatic rice to more than 135
allowing the existing 'surplus amount' Saudi Arabia, Australia, Brunei, Bhutan, countries every fiscal year.

of aromatic rice for the sake of retaining  Canada, Switzerland, the UK, France, A commerce ministry official said: "We
its foreign buyers. Germany, Finland, Greece, Hong Kong, often receive applications seeking
According to the Bangladesh Rice Ireland, Italy, Jordan, Japan, Lebanon, permission for allowing export of
Research Institute- BRRI, the country's the Maldives, Nepal, New Zealand, aromaticrice."

production of aromaticrice crossed1.02  Myanmar, Mauritius, Malaysia, Kuwait, He further said: "The FBCCI recently
million tonnes in the fiscal year 2023-24  Liberia and South Africa, accordingto a forwarded a request letter to the MOC,
from that of around 0.580 million document. seeking permission for aromatic rice
tonnes in the 1917-18 fiscal year. Bangladesh's 'Chinigura', Kalijeera, export. We are scrutinising the request.” |
On the other hand, the annual domestic ~ Kataribhog, Tulshimala, Badshabog, rezamumu@gmail.com
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wheat to

FE REPORT

US sanction-hit Russia wants
to export 0.5 million tonnes of
milling wheat to Bangladesh
under a government-to-
‘government (G2G)
arrangement, sources say.
Prodintorg, a subordinate
organisation under the
agriculture ministry of the
Russian Federation with 100
per cent state participation,
senta proposal in this regard
afew months back.
The foreign affairs ministry
~ recently forwarded the

_ proposal td the fﬁo’d
_ ministry..

Russia wants to exp
BD under G2G

Food ministry yet to.decide
on the proposa

L3

In the proposal, Prodintorg
says it has many years of

~ experiencein supplying -

wheat to Bangladesh.

mwe would like to express.our
readiness to carry out a new
delivery of up to 0.5 million
tonnes of Russian milling
wheat."

It suggested discussing the

details of the deal during’

‘negotiations.
" Injune 2023, the Russian

——————

embassy in Bangladesh
expressed interest in
expanding cooperation
through a G2G supply of
lentil, sunflower oil, pea, and
chickpea at competitive

- prices.

Prodintorg, which has been’
Bangladesh's sole G2G .
supplier.of agricultural- .
products and fertilisers since

ort milling

2013, boasts supplying over.
1.3 million tonnes of potash
fertiliser and 1.5 million
tonnes of milling wheat since
the partnership began.
Preferring anonymity, a
Bangladeshi official said
apart from Western
sanctions, the lack of direct
banking transactions
between Dhaka and Moscow .
could pose challenges to the
proposed deal's

“implementation.

The food ministry has not

The US administration had

made a decision on the earlier imposed a 35 per cent
proposal yet. reciprocal tariff on

On the other hand, Bangladesh.

Bangladesh recently inked a But it recently cut the tariff
deal with the US toimport to 20 per cent.

0.7 million tonnes of wheat
within the next five years to
secure a fairer tariff rate.

Of the volume, in the first
year, Bangladesh will import

0.22 million tonnes of wheat.

Bangladesh previously relied
on Russia and Ukraine for
critical food imports,
particularly wheat, sunflower
oil, and fertiliser. 7,
rezamumu@gmaifcom
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India plans
relief
package for
exporters
hit by US
tariffs

India will roll out a package

of measures to help

exporters hurt by asurgein

US tariffs, Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman said on

Friday, reports Reuters.

The new US duties slapped

on Indian goods last month

included a 25% punitive levy

over New Delhi's Russian oil

purchases - taking overall

duties as highas 50%ona

wide range of items from

| garments and jewellery to
footwear and chemicals.

- "Government will come out

| with something to handhold
those who have been hit by

- 50% tariffs," Sitharaman

. told CNBC TV18, without

| goinginto further detail.

| “Thégovernment plans to

! offer credit guarantees on
loans overdue by up to 90 .
daysfor small businessesand |
exporters, Reuters reported |
earlier, citing government
sources.
Exporters said labour-

' intensive sectors such as

textiles, jewelleryand

seafood, particuilarly shrimp

- which all operate on

margins of just 3%-5% -

have been hit hardest,

causing job losses in

industrial hubs in Tamil Nadu

and Prime Minister Narendra

Modi's home state of

Gujarat.

"Textiles and apparel

manufacturers in Tiruppur,

Noida and Surat have halted

production amid worsening

cost competitiveness," SC

Ralhan, pres|dent of the Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO), said.

The tariffs, among the highest imposed by the administration
of US President Donald Trump, delivered a serious blow to ties
between the two powerful democracies that had in recent
decades become strategic partners.

Nearly 55% of Indian exports to the US, worth about $48
billion, now face a cost disadvantage against rivals from
Vietnam, China and Bangladesh, Ralhan said last week ahead
of an exporters' meeting with the finance minister.
Thousands of workers have already been laid off, exporters
have said. _

- BRES A\
f /--\\"h



The Financial Express
06 SEP 2025

“Trump tariff turmoil changing tradé equations

Robust growth in RMG export to US, outlook looks better

FE REPORT

Bangladesh's apparel export to the United
States posted a robust 21.68-percent
growth in the first seven months of 2025
and exporters expect a better tomorrow

| as Trump tariff turmoil changes trade

. equations.

- According to US official count, the export to
the country's single-largest market grew

' bothin terms of value and volume during
the period-even under shadows of much-
talked-about oncoming tariff hikes.
Readymade garment exports from
Bangladesh during the January-July
period singly fetched US$4.98 billion,
marking the 21.68-percent growth,
according to the data released Tuesday by
OTEXA, an affiliate of the US Department
of Commerce.

Bangladesh earned US$ 4.09 billion by
trading out its main export item to the US
in the same period of 2024.

The growth rate also surpassed the global
average of 4.98 per cent, placing
Bangladesh ahead of main competitors,
though Vietnam became top exporter
pushing China behind in the changing
trade paradigm.

During the period, Bangladesh shipped

1.59 billion square meters of garments,
20.34-percent higher than 1.32 billion
square meters sent in the corresponding
period of last year.

America's overall apparel imports during
January-July amounted to US$45.79
billion, up from $43.62 billion in the
corresponding period of last year.

The rise reflects improved consumer
demand and the ongoing recalibration of
supply chains, particularly in response to
trade and tariff shifts involving China.
Vietnam, during the first seven months of
2025, led the apparel export to the US,
having shipped RMG items worth
US$9.45 billion, accounting for a growth
of about 17 per cent.

China dropped to the second position with
US$6.92 billion worth of apparel
shipments with a 21.07-percent year-on-
year negative growth, highlighting the
effects of renewed tariff barriers and
ongoing geopolitical tensions.

Asked about the latest situation, Mahmud
Hasan Khan, president of Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA), termed the growth
'good’ and expected the growthto
continue through October onward.

" August and September growth might

| 4

Jan-July shipments grow @ BGMEA president terms growth
21.68%, exporters expect  'good’, expects up and up thru Oct
duty-cut dividend in it e A
work-order diversions - @ Vietnam with lower duty rate

© China drops to second stand with
21.07% YoY negative growth
under impact of renewed tariff |‘
barriers, geopolitical tensions

J

slow a bit as some buyers delayed placing |
work orders over uncertainty related t

tariffs," he notes.

"Besides, there were some advance
shipments to meet the July-31st deadline
and avoid possible enhanced tariffs by the
Trump administration," he explains the
situation on the cusp of shifts in trade

dynamics.

On July 7, US President Donald Trump

Bangladeshi exports. The rate was
reduced on August 01to 20 per cent,

- following intense negotiations and

tradeoffs.

However, there was a clause that if the
exporters could ship their products to the
inland container depot by July 31, they
would be charged tariff at the old rate,

which sent exporters in scrambles to

officially notified Bangladesh of a flat 35-

percent tariff to be imposed onall

The BGMEA leader, however,
observers that though
Chinese orders have been
shifting from the US due to
high tariffs, China is
increasing its share to EU
market aggressively by
offering 'much lower prices’
to EU buyers to offset US
market-share decline.
Meantime, India's apparel
exports rose by 16.10 per cent
to US$3.30 billion during the
January-to-July period.

dispatch the products as early as possible.

Indonesia recorded 2 16.82-
percent increase to Us$2.66
billion in apparel shipments,
continuing its steady growth
as a supplier to the US
market. Cambodia witnessed
arise by 24.45 per cent in
exports, reaching US$2.37
billion, during the period
under consideration.
Pakistan alsorecorded a
growth of 11.82 per cent to
bag US $1.34 billion from the
US market.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com | |
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