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Daily Sun Report, Dhata

Speakers on Tuesday
called for concerted efforts
to globally promote the
upcoming Global Sourcing
Expo 2025 in Dhaka and
to position Bangladesh as
an emerging hub for sus-
tainable and socially com-
pliant manufacturing,

A coordination meet-up
with foreign embassies in
Bangladesh, trade promo-
tion organisations, joint
chambers, and buyers’
forums was held in
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collaboration and engage-

comprehensive  interna-

preparation for the event,
which is scheduled to take
place on 1-3 December
2025 at the Bangladesh-
China Friendship Exhibi-
tion Centre (BCFEC) in
Purbachal.

The discussion, organ-
ised by the Export Promo-
tion Bureau (EPB) at the
Sheraton Hotel in the
capital, aimed to strengthen

ment with forecign buyers,
trade delegations, and
other  stakeholders to
ensure strong international
participation in the expo.

In his opening remarks,
Mohammad Hasan Aurif,
vice-chairman of EPB,
outlined the key obijec-
tives and structure of the
Global Sourcing Expo
2025. He emphasised that
the event will serve as a

tional sourcing platform,
showcasing Bangladesh’s
manufacturing excellence
and diversified export ca-
pabilities.

Highlighting the po-
tential of the country’s
export sectors, he noted
that eight major industries
will feature prominently
at the expo — apparel
(Bangladesh’s prime
export sector), leather and

leather goods, jute and
jute goods, plastics and
kitchenware,  furniture
and home décor,
agro-processing, pharma-
ceuticals, and informartion
technology.

These sectors  will
present a wide array of
high-quality, innovative,
and sustainable products
aimed art attracting global
brands and foreign buyers
seeking dependable

sourcing destinations.

The expo is designed to
create new business linkag-
es, enhance the global visi-
bility of Bangladeshi prod-
ucts, and foster long-term
trade partnerships. EPB is
working closely  with
foreign embassies, cham-
bers, and international
trade bodies to facilitate the
participation of buyer dele-
gations from major export
destinations.
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| Fallouts from cargo-incinerating HSIA fire

Export apparel making affected as
samples, ingredients undelivered

Export apparel making is affected
as samples and ingredients remain
stuck in piles of courier-borne

Some 500-tonne eourier-horne goods pile up

since airport cargo village hurnt down
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L cscoo vl G 6 et bottlenecks disruptions CAAB official

- Alarge volume of courier

' blaze has since accumulated inside

extensively damaging storage
facilities there.

shipments that arrived after the

the airport, compounding logistical
bottlenecks and creating mounting
operational challenges for service
providers.

People familiar with the situation
told The Financial Express that the
disruption is expected to hit the
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and non-courier imported goods-are being
delivered, the courier section remains
inaccessible, according to some courier
companies' executives.

""We have not been able to access the areas
where courier goods have been kept since
October 19, leaving around 500 tonnes of
shipments stuck so far," says Munim Mahfuz
Ryan, Managing Director of Bombino Express
Services Ltd. A
He also says that courier-service operators
have met with the relevant government
agencies but no avail of solution yet.

- "These shipments are critical for consignees,
particularly garment factories that require
samples to proceed with clothing.
production," he notes.

Meanwhile, a Civil Aviation Authority of

Bangladesh (CAAB) official told the FE that

efforts were ongoing to normalise services
| after severe damage to both infrastructure
and goods in the fire.

"We hope that within the next couple of days,

courier services will be able to handle their

goods again," the official said, adding that
infrastructure rebuilding, safety checks, and
revised operational protocols are necessary
before full resumption.

""We also met with all key stakeholders on

Monday," he said, wishing anonymity.

Following the October 18,2025 blaze,

continuous meetings have been held with

senior officials from Bangladesh Customs to

country's export-oriented
. manufacturing sector, particularly
the readymade garment (RMG)
industry - a key user of courier
services for the delivery of product
samples, design materials and
critical documents.
Every day, a few cargo aircraft
carry around 50 tonnes of
courier-borne goods into the
country through the HSIA.

However, all such consignments
have remained undelivered after
resumption of aircraft services,
creating severe problems to
consignees-especially garment
manufacturers awaiting samples and
vital documents from buyers abroad.
While export-cargo operations
have largely remained functional

find an urgent solution.

The Customs Commissioner has instructed his
team to work round the clock to ease the
crisis.

During these discussions, courier operators
proposed retrieving all goods within an hour-
subject to a temporary revision of standard
operating procedures (SOPs) typically
followed under normal conditions.

"We approached the CAAB Chairman
regarding the use of the previously
designated shed for courier operations,” said
a courier- service official.

"However, he emphasised that safety
protocols cannot be compromised as the shed
is no longer usable due to fire damage. "
Courier shipments typically arrive in
consolidated form and must undergo sorting
and clearance under Bangladesh Customs
procedures. X

Despite repeated requests at all meetings
with government agencies, including the
CAAB Chairman, the issue of issuing
individual access passes for courier personnel
remains unresolved and the goods remained
stuck there, according to courier-service

providers. ’
The AKE air-cargo containers --- just a clone
of ship containers--used for transporting /

courier materials need to be unstuffed and
vacated promptly to facilitate further 3
shipments both within Bangladesh and LA
abroad. V4
Jasimharoon@yahooicom
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Govt extends aromatic rice expor
deadline by one month =

FEREPORT

The government has extended the
deadline for exporting aromatic riceto
international markets by one month,
sources said. The Ministry of Commerce
(MoC) issued an order on Monday for-
malising the extension.

Earlier, the ministry had permitted the
export of 18,150 tonnes of aromatic rice
on April 8, 2025, with a shipment dead-
line of September 30. However, many
exporters could not complete their
shipments within the set timeframe.
Following requests from traders, the
ministry extended the deadline by one
month.

In addition, the ministry allowed the
export of 5,800 tonnes of aromatic rice
in May 2025, with the shipment dead-
line now set for November 30,2025.
According to the Bangladesh Rice
Research Institute (BRRI), the country's
aromatic rice production rose to 1,02
million tonnes in fiscal year 2023-24,
up from around-0.58 million tonnes in
2017-18. Domestic demand for aro-
matic rice currently stands at about 0.4
million tonnes, leaving a slgnificantw_

surplus available for exports.
Bangladesh's aromatic rice enjoys
strong demand in overseas markets,
particularly among non-resident
Bangladeshis. Major destinations
include the United Arab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia, Australia, Brunei, Canada,
Switzerland, the UK, France, Germany,
Finland, Greece, Hong Kong, Ireland,
Italy, Jordan, Japan, Lebanon, the
Maldives, Nepal, New Zealand,
Myanmar, Mauritius, Malaysia, Kuwait,
Liberia, and South Africa.
Popular aromatic varieties such as
Chinigura, Kalijeera, Kataribhog,
Tulshimala, Badshabog, Durbashail,
Basmathi (locally Banglamoti), and
Nenia are particularly sought after
abroad. The export policy allows up to
25 types of aromatic rice to be exported
with special approval from the com-
merce ministry.
Several private firms, including
Ispahani, Square, and Pran, export
packaged aromatic rice to more than
135 countries each fiscal year, con-
tributing significantly to Bangladesh'
rice export earnings. ’

1 rezamumnu@gmai Ioén
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/China signs
expanded
ASEAN
trade pact

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP): China signed an
upgraded free trade
agreement with the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) on Tuesday,
positioning itselfas a
counterweight to U.S.
protectionism and deepening
its economic influencein the
region.
Premier Li Qiang told the
ASEAN-China summit that
closer cooperation with Beijing
could help the region weather
global economic uncertainties.
He took a veiled swipe at
Washington, saying that
""pursuing confrontation
instead of solidarity brings no
benefit."
The ASEAN-China Free Trade
Area 3.0, signed in Kuala
Lumpur, aims to expand trade,
/ investment, and digital
cooperation amorig a market
of more than 2 billion people.
It updates the original 2002
agreement toinclude areas
such as green energy, e-
commerce, and support for
small businesses.
| Two-way trade between
ASEAN and China has grown to
nearly $1 trillion, making them
each other's largest trading
partners. Li described the
nations as "good neighbors
and good brothers," saying
mutual reliance could counter
"unilateralism and
protectionism."
However, tensions were
visible. Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
welcomed the deal but
cautioned that "cooperation
cannot exist alongside
coercion," réferring to China's
aggressive actions in the South
China Sea. He urged Beijing to
respect international law and
avoid "dangerous
harassment" of Philippine
vessels.
The summit also reflected
ASEAN's balancing act
between Beijing and
Washington. Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim, the
current ASEAN chair, said the
| bloc seeks "steady /
engagement" with all powers,

.
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China and Asean, hit by
- US tariffs, sign upgraded
free trade pact

SUMMIT - MALAYSIA :

REUTERS

China and the Asean bloc of Southeast
Asian nations signed an upgrade to their
free trade agreement on Tuesday, with
leaders hailing the deal which spans the
digital and green economy, and other new
industries.

The n-member Association of South-
east Asian Nations is China’s largest trad-
ing partner, with bilateral trade totalling
$771 billion last year, according to Asean
statistics.

China is seeking to intensify its engage-

-ment with Asean, a region with a collective
« gross domestic product of $3.8 trillion, to

* counter hefty import tariffs imposed by US
President Donald Trump’s administration

0 tries around the world.
%‘ﬁ‘ accelerate trade and invest-

ment liberalisation and facilitation - and .

strengthen industrial integration and inter-
dependence,” Chinese Premier Li Qiang said
at the Asean leaders’ meeting on Tuesday.

Beijing has been seeking to position
itself as a more open economy, despite
criticism from other major powers of its ex-
panding export restrictions on rare earths
and other critical minerals.

Improved Market Access

The so-called 3.0 version of the free
trade agreement between Asean and China
was signed into effect at a summit of the
bloc’s leaders in Malaysia, which Trump
attended on Sunday at the start of a trip
through Asia.

Negotiations on the upgraded Asean-

_China deal began in November 2022 and

concluded in May this year, just after
Trump’s tariff offensive kicked into gear.
The first FTA came into force in 2010.

“The upgrade will further reduce trade
barriers, strengthen supply chain connec-
tivity, and unlock opportunities in future

L
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growth areas,” Singapore’s Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong said.

China has previously said the agree-
ment would pave the way for improved
market access in sectors such as agricul-
ture, the digital economy and pharmaceu-
ticals between China and Asean.

Both China and Asean are part of the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership, the world’s largest trading bloc,
which covers nearly a third of the global
population and about 30% of global gross
domestic product. Malaysia hosted an
RCEP summit in Kuala Lumpur on Monday,
the first in five years.

The bloc is seen by some analysts as a

_potential buffer against tariffs imposed by _

the United States, though its provisions
are considered weaker than some other
regional trade deals due to competing in-
terests among its members.

Standing in the way of China taking a
leading role in

r“_--

regional trade cooperation are heightened con-
cerns around Beijing’s military ambitions.

On Monday, Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr criticised Chinese aggression in the
South China Sea, where the two countries have
been engaged in a series of confrontations. Bei-
jing’s foreign office responded to Marcos’ state-
ment by saying the clashes were due to provoca-
tion from Manila.

China claims almost the entire resource-rich
waterway on its official maps, overlapping with
parts of the exclusive economic zones of Brunei,
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Viet-
nam. Unresolved disputes have festered for years
over ownership of multiple islands and features.

“We must strengthen strategic mutual trust,”
Li said in his Tuesday address. “We must acceler-
ate consultations on the Code of Conduct in the

South China Sea and strive for an early conclu-
sion.”

Wong also raised the flashpoint as a key dip-
lomatic issue.

“Inevitably, there will be differences of views
around the South China Sea, but all of us agree
that peace, stability, safety and freedom of navi-
gation and overflight, are critical in this impor-
tant waterway.”

Trade War Truce

China has been engaged in an escalating trade
war with the United States since Trump took of-
fice in January and imposed steep tariffs on Chi-
nese goods. Beijing has labelled Trump’s tariffs,
which have hit most countries, as protectionism,
while expanding its controls over the flow of its
critical minerals and magnets. China processes -
more than 90% of the world’s rare earths.




