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,/Easinﬁg imports
BB to introduce
‘Commercial
Invoice’ Nov [

Bangladesh Bank (BB) has
taken a decision to introduce
a new mandatory reporting
requirement within its
existing Online Import
Monitoring System (OIMS) to
further ease the import trade
process, reports BSS.

To this end, the central bank
Wednesday issued a circular,
announcing the introduction
of a new reporting feature, a
tab titled 'Commercial
Invoice,’ within the OjMs.
This measure, decided upon
for the further facilitation of
the import trade process, will
require Authorized Dealers
(ADs) to report detailed
information.

The new requirement will

become effective from .

November 1, 2025,

Currently, ADs are responsible for reporting import
tran:action and information into the OIMS of Bangladesh
Ban

With the introduction of the new tab, ADs will be required to
report information specifically drawn from the commercial
invoice and other relevant documents.

To ensure smooth compliance, ADs have been advised to
follow the reporting procedures outlined in the system's
dedicated guidelines,

Itisimportant to note that the OIMs already functions with
enhanced efficiency, having been integrated with designated
Online Systems of the National Board of Revenue (NBR)
through an Application Programming Interface (API).
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The Business Standard

/ 'HSBC Forum discusses
Cumilla as potential hub for
export-oriented industries
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TRADE - CUMILLA

TBS REPORT

The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation Limited (HSBCQ) Bangladesh
recently hosted an exclusive forum in
Cumilla titled “Partnerships for Progress:
Unlocking New Trade Horizons”,

The event explored the evolving global
trade landscape, its implications for busi-
nesses, and how Bangladeshi companies
Can connect with international markets to
leverage opportunities.

A wide range of participants attended,
including representatives from multina-
tional companies operating in Cumilla,
foreign investors, and officials from BE-
PZA. Cumilla, home to the Cumilla Export
Processing Zone (EPZ2), is emerging as a
key hub for Bangladesh’s export-oriented
industries.

Sanuja Herath, CEO of Brandix Bangla-
desh, one of Sri Lanka’s largest apparel ex-
porters serving leading global retail brands
through the Cumilla EPZ, highlighted the
group’s decade-long experience operating
in Bangladesh. “Bangladesh plays a central
role in our global supply chain. Through
our partnership with HSBC, we have grown
together, with the bank supporting cross-
border trade via its global network,” he said.

Ahmad Rabiul Hasan, country head of
Global Trade Solutions, HSBC Bangladesh,
added, “Bangladesh is now the world’s
second-largest apparel exporter. To main-
tain this momentum, continued invest-

Sanuja Herath, CEO of Brandix

Bangladesh, Ahmad Rabiul Hasan, country head

/]

of Global Trade Solutions, Omar Sharif, head of Chattogram Banking, and others
attend a forum in Cumilla titled “Partnerships for Progress: Unlocking New Trade

Horizons” on Wednesday. pHoTo: COURTESY

ment in digitisation, resilience, and sup-
ply chain efficiency is essential. At HSBC,

‘we are simplifying processes and deliv-

ering solutions that support long-term
competitiveness for our customers,”

Omar Sharif, head of Chattogram Bank-
ing, HSBC Bangladesh, noted, “As the
country advances towards LDC graduation

and a dynamic middle-income economy,
zones like Cumilla are central to its growth
trajectory. HSBC’s legacy is rooted in trade
and connectivity, and we remain commit-
ted to supporting international businesses
operating in Bangladesh with our global
network, award-winning trade solutions,
and deep local expertise,”
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- ‘Sheikh Bashir Uddin, adviser to the Ministry of Commerce, inaugurates 5-day long 20th
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National Furniture Fair at the Rajdarshan Hall of the International Convention City

Bashundhara (ICCB) in Kuril, Dhaka on Tuesday. pHoTo: couRTESY

S>-day 20th National Furniture
Fair opens in Dhaka

"BUSINESS - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

The five-day 20th National Furniture Fair
2025 officially began in Dhaka on Tuesday,
marking a significant milestone for the coun-
try’s growing furniture industry.

Organised under the slogan “My Country,
My Hope—Decorate My Home with Local Furni-
ture,” the event serves as Bangladesh’s largest
platform for showcasing locally made furniture
and innovations in design and craftsmanship.

Sheikh Bashir Uddin, adviser to the Minis-
try of Commerce, inaugurated the fair at the
Rajdarshan Hall of the International Conven-
tion City Bashundhara (ICCB) in Kuril, Dhaka,
The exhibition will run for five days across
ICCB’s Gulnaksha (Hall 1), Pushpoguchchho
(Hall 2), and Rajdarshan (Hall 3).

Special guests at the opening ceremony

r_,included Mohammad Hasan Arif, vice chair-
man and chief executive of the Export Devel-
opment Bureau (EPB), and KM Akhtaruzza-
man, President of the Bangladesh Furniture
Exporters Association.

In his address, Sheikh Bashir Uddin ex-
pressed optimism about the sector’s poten-
tial, urging entrepreneurs to boost investment
and utilise domestic resources to strengthen
Bangladesh’s position in the global furniture
market. He emphasised the importance of
such fairs in expanding exports and increas-
ing international visibility.

Speaking at the event, Mohammad Hasan
Arif highlighted the furniture industry as one
of the most promising sectors in Bangladesh.
He underscored the need for export diversifi-
cation, innovation in design and technology,
and continued government support to make
the industry globally competitive,

This year, 48 leading furniture companies
are participating in the fair, showcasing their
latest collections across 278 stalls, reads a press
release, Prominent brands include Akhtar, HA-
TIL, Brothers, Nadia, Ayat, Omega, JMG, Nav-
ana, Athenas, Partex, Regal, and Legacy.

The fair also featured a children’s drawing
competition on the opening day, where 20 par-
ticipants received prizes worth Tk200,000. The
eventismanagedbytheDmign&Techuology
Centre, with Access Infotech as the event partner.




