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. National SME Product
Fair begins today

' 4

SME Foundation is organising the 12th edition of the show

-

An SME entrepreneur is talking with visitors at the SME Fair 2024,

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

------

------

to begin today, highlighting Bangladesh’s

-growing small and medium enterprise (SME)

sector with a focus on expanding market
access, fostering innovation, and promoting
local entrepreneurship.

Organised by the SME Foundation,
the eight-day event will take place at the
Bangladesh-China = Friendship Conference
Centre in Dhaka’s Sher-e-Bangla Nagar.

At its core, the fair aims to provide market
exposure for locally produced SME goods,
facilitate business networking, and connect
entrepreneurs directly with consumers,
financiers, and policymakers.

Officials say the initiative is designed not
only to showcase domestic products but also
to equip with the tools, knowledge, and
financing opportunities needed to scale up in
a competitive environment—both locally and
internationally.

“Many SME entrepreneurs face challenges
in marketing their products despite high-

a platiorm to bridge that gap,” said Md

Musfiqur Rahman, chairperson of the SME
Foundation, according to a press release
issued by the Foundation.

More than 350 SMEs are expected to
exhibit at this year’s fair, with 60 percent
being women-led enterprises.

Exhibitors will span a wide range of sectors,
including apparel, handicrafts, leather, agro-
processing, ICT services, light engineering,
and herbal products, the press release said.

It added that the fair also aims to enhance
financial inclusion through daily banker-

‘entrepreneur matchmaking events, where

nearly 30 participating banks and financial
institutions will guide entrepreneurs on
accessing SME loans. In some cases, on-site
loan applications may be accepted.

To strengthen knowledge sharing, six
thematic seminars will be held between
December 8 and 10, covering topics such
as export diversification, innovation, halal
certification, IP rights, blended finance,
and skills ecosystem development. These
sessions aim to inform entrepreneurs about
regulatory, technical, and financing pathways

‘quality produetion. This fair serves as - critical for sustainable growth

A key highlight of the fair will be the
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presentation of the NationalSMEEntreprem_eu:

Awards 2025, recognising six outstanding

entrepreneurs in the micro, small, medium,
and startup categories.

Since its inception in 2012, the SME

Foundation has organised 11 national and
93 regional fairs, supporting over. 5,000

entrepreneurs. According to the foundation,

past fairs have generated Tk 57 crore in direct
sales and Tk 93 crore in product orders.

The event’s chief patron is The City Bank,

with other sponsors including BRAC Bank,
Eastern Bank, Bank Asia, IDLC Finance,
LankaBangla Finance, United Finance, and
IPDC Finance. Only locally produced goods
will be allowed for display and sale, with no
foreign or imported items permitted.

By combining exhibition, financial
support, training, and policy dialogue, the
fair continues to position itself as a key
national initiative to elevate Bangladesh’s
SME ecosystem—a sector seen as crucial for
job creation, inclusive growth, and industrial
diversification.

The fair will remain open to visitors until

no entry fee. 7/
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"HSBC to 0 7DEC 205
honour top
exporters
today
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HSBC Bangladesh will
honour the country’s top
exporters today for their
leadership and ongoing
contributions in promoting
Bangladesh globally and
supporting sustainable
growth.

The British
multinational bank will
present the HSBC- Export
Excellence Awards. in four
categories at a ceremony in
1 Dhaka hotel this evening,
This is the ninth time HSBC

is;:eoognisingB,angladesh’s
‘The awards are
Suppo by the Ministry
of Commerce and the
‘British High Commission

in Dhaka.

, Winners are selected
based on their contribution
to exports and the wider
economy, as well as
their  performance in
diversity, responsibility,
sustainable ~  business

~ practices, governance, and
compliance.
Commerce Adviser Sk
Bashir Uddin is expected to
I present the awards, while
British High Commissioner
to Bangladesh Sarah Cooke
and Bangladesh Bank
. Governor Ahsan H Mansur
are likely to attend.
HSBC announced the
awards in August and
- _invited applications.
~ Commenting on U
. Group Chairman and CEO
Ahsan Khan Chowdhury
said, “Recognition
motivates €xporters to
' achieve more. We welcome
= this kind of challenge,
where exporters compete
to outperform each other
" globally. Such competition
is healthy for the country’s
economic future.”

PRAN- ;
received the HSBC Export
Excellence Award in 2022.

Chowdhury added that
recognition from a global
trade bank encourages
ambition, diversification,
and  innovation. The
group exports at Jeast 20

categories  Of products, _
including food, garments, /{ T X

footwear, and plastics,
« mrrn maillinn:
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today

HSBC Bangladesh will
honour the country’s top
exporters today for their
leadership and ongoing
contributionsmpromoting
Bangladesh globally and
supporting sustainable

The British
multinational bank will
present the HSBG _Exp_ol-t

Co!

Bashir Uddin is expected to

t the awards, while
British High Commissioner
*  to Bangladesh Sarah Cooke
and Bangladesh
Governor Ahsan H Mansur
are likely to attend.

HSBC announced the
awards in August and
invited applications.

Commenting on
initiative, PRAN-RFL

" Ahsan Khan Chowdhury
said, “Recogriit{on

motivates exporters to
achieve more. We welcome

and plastics,
and shipped $550 million
worth of goods lastyear. %
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