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| Dhaka to host
first-ever Global
Sourcing Expo
2025 on Dec 1

FE REPORT

Dhakais set to host the Global
Sourcing Expo 2025 for the
first time, scheduled for
December 1-3 at the
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Exhibition Centre (Big Wave)
in Purbachal, aiming to
showcase Bangladesh's
potential globally and
strengthen international
business ties.

More than 100 Bangladeshi

companies from eight major

export sectors -~ including
ready-made garments,

-7 " | leatherand leather goods, jute
and jute products, agricultural
and agro-processed goods,
plastics and kitchenware,
home décor and furniture,
pharmaceuticals, and ICT -~

- have already registered to
participate.

The three-day expo will feature
over 150 exhibition stalls, 10
thematic seminars, and online
and offline B2B meetings.
The Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB) under the
Ministry of Commerce is
organising the event.
At a press briefing on
Thursday, Mohammad
Hasan Arif, vice-chairman
and CEO of EPB, provided
details of the expo, noting
that it will become an annual
event in the coming years.
Buyers, investors, and
sourcing organisations from
countries including
Afghanistan, China, Japan,
Pakistan, Singapore, and the
USA are expected to attend. / |
newsmanjasi@gmaﬂ.czn‘ {
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Businesses should unlock
‘ceramic export potential: adviser

Four-day Ceramlc Expo Bangladesh beglns in Dhaka

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Commerce Adviser Sk Bashir
Uddin has wurged businesses
to fully tap into the country’s
growing ceramic industry and
transform it into a stronger
export-oriented sector.

He made the call while
inaugurating the Ceramic Expo
Bangladesh 2025 as the chief guest

at the International Convention -

City Bashundhara in Purbachal,
Dhaka yesterday, according to a

press release.
More than 70 factories
producing  tableware, tiles,

sanitary ware, and other ceramic
products are currently operating
in Bangladesh.

The domestic market for these-
items stands at around Tk 8,000
- crore annually. Production and
investment in the industry have
surged by nearly 150 percent over
the past decade. 7

Bangladesh now  exports
ceramic-_products to over 50
countries, 'earning approximately
Tk 5 billion ~a year. Overall
investment in the sector has
exceeded Tk 18,000 crore,
while nearly five lakh people are
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Commerce Advlsor Sk Bashir Uddin visits a stall after inaugurating
the “Fourth Ceramic Expo 2025” at the Internatipnal Convention City

Bashundhara in Purbachal, Dhaka yesterday.

employed directly and indirectly.
Calling for  constructive
engagement from the business
community, the adviser said, “Not
just complaints, but come up with
logical, acceptable, and realistic
proposals. The government
is supportive of you. We are
obliged to ensure your facilities.
But it must be based on fair and
standard industrial conduct.”

PHOTO: BCMEA

He added that the country’s
shifting political landscape has
made it clear that “connection-
based business” will no longer
be effective. “The time is now
for skills, competence, and
technology,” he said.

The adviser also questioned
why the ceramic industry has
not achieved export prominence
similar to the ready-made garment

 Ceramic

: Wﬁodation (BCMEA),
the fourday fair will run until *

~November 30.

1 Atotal of 135 organisations and

a decade.

~ “Because we still have

challenges in sustainable
© cost competitiveness, design

innovation, logistics efficiency,
productivity, and energy
management. We need to identify
these and move towards realistic
solutions,” hegdﬁe ngIadesh _
Organised Ba
nufacturers and

300 brands from 25 countries,
including  Bangladesh, are
participating in the expo. Around *
500 international representatives
and buyers from the sector are
also attending.

Ceramic Expo Bangladesh
2025, one of the largest ceramic
exhibitions in Asia, will feature
three seminars, a job fair,
business-to-business (B2B) and
business-to-consumer (B2C)
meetings, live demonstrations,
spot orders, raffle draws, and new
product launches.

The fair will remain open to
vxmtors from 10am to 6pm daily.
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US becomes Bangladesh’s

2nd-largest trading partner

Bilateral trade surges in recent months, reshaping long-

JASIM UDDIN HAROON

The United States has recently
emerged as Bangladesh's second-
largest trading partner, driven bya
notable expansion in bilateral trade
with the world's largest economy.
Officials familiar with the
development say the shift may be
linked to successful negotiations
between Dhaka and Washington,
during which Bangladesh pledged to
increase imports from the US to help
narrow the trade gap.

This surge marks a temporary
reshuffle in Bangladesh's traditional
trade structure, long dominated by
China, with India usually holding
second place.

Recent data, however, indicatea
temporary shift in this long-
established pattern.

According to the latest figures from - ‘

the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
(BBS), the US moved into second
place in August, with total trade
exceeding US$ 1.0 billion for the
month.

This marginally surpassed India,
which stood at $ 973 million. China
remained firmly in first place,

IN TOP TRADING
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CHINA REMAINS FIRMLY NO. 1

recording $ 2.0 billion in total trade.
The trends in July and June were more
conventional, with India retaining

-second place and the US ranking

third.
However, the US had already briefly
climbed to second position in May
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standing trade hierarchy

“fmsonsm SHIFTING
Bangladesh pledged to buy

more US goods

| MG and other goods exports
e | sugedto§914minMay 2025
S tariff on Bangladesh cut from
~ 37%t1020% on July 31

" TRADE COMPOSITION
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2025, with total trade amounting to S
1.17 billion, compared with India's S
1.05 billion, while China led with $
2.31 billion.

Economists and business leaders have
attributed the recent rise in US-
Bangladesh trade to stronger bilatera!

flows, driven by higher Bangladeshi
exports and increased import
volumes from the American market.
They also highlighted the positive

impact of renewed trade
e
e — suspended for three months
engagements with the from April 9. On July 31, the
Trump administration, which  rate was reduced to 20 per
eased certain barriers and cent.

improved market access for
both countries.

While China's dominance
remains largely uncontested,
experts say the growing US
footprintsignals a gradual
diversification of
Bangladesh's external trade
relationships.

Earlier in April, the US
imposed higher tariffs on
many countries due to
concerns over its widening
trade deficit.

Bangladesh faceda37-
percent tariff, which was

Masrur heaz, chairman of

- Policy Exchange Bangladesh,

said exports to the US surged
sharply in May, when
Bangladesh shipped goods
worth $ 914 million while
importing only $ 260 million.
By August, the trade dynamics
had shifted somewhat,
reflecting higher import
volumes from the US, he added.
Bangladesh is currently
importing key food staples,
mainly wheat, from the
American market. ,

jasimhamon@yal;ojo.cgﬁ



