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jGerman exp;ft:a) US rebound
after tariﬂ'-driven_dec]ines :

FRANKFURT, Germany, Nov 7
(AFP): German exports to the
United States rebounded in
September after months of
decline following the intro-
duction of US tariffs, helping
drive a bigger-than-expected
rise in overall shipments,
official data showed on
Friday.

Exports of German products
to the world's top economy
were up almost 12 percent
from a month earlier, accord-
ing to preliminary data from
federal statistics agency
Destatis. This followed five
straight months of falls,
although Germany's exports
to the United States -~ its
biggest trade partnerin 2024
== remained well below the
level seen in September last
year. Germany's total exports
rose 1.4 percent in September

to 131.1 billion euros ($151 bil-
lion), higher than a 0.5-per-
cent increase forecast by
analysts at financial data firm
FactSet, Destatis said. It was
the first rise since June.
Friday's data showed that
"German exports are not
falling off a cliff", said ING
bank economist Carsten
Brzeski.

"However, half a year after
US President Trump's
'Liberation Day', German
exports have still not fully
recovered."

Trump's sweeping tariffs
have hit Europe's long-
struggling top economy hard
because its firms ship.a huge
quantity of goods to the
United States, from cars to
factory equipment and phar-
maceuticals.

Exports to China meanwhile

dropped 2.2 percent in
September, Destatis said.
This reflects weaker demand
for German goods in the key
market due to China's own
economic problems, as well
as local rivals increasingly
competing with German
manufacturers.

Most imports to Germany
came from China in

September, with Chifese B .

shipments up more thansix
percent compared to August.
Theworld's number-
two economy has been redi-
recting its exports to non-US
markets in recent months in
response to higher US tariffs.
Germany's total imports rose
3.1percentinSeptember
from the previous month to
115.9 billion euros.

The trade surplus narrowed to”’
15.3 billion euros. //
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‘States reached a detente in their trade war after Xi and Trump

The Financial Express
0 8 NOV 2025

China's exports fall |
for first time in
eight months

BEIJING, Nov 7 (AFP): China's exports fell in October for the
first time in eight months, official data showed Friday, as trade
tensions flared in the weeks before Chinese President Xi
Jinping met US counterpart Donald Trump.

Shipments dropped 1.1 percent year on year, missing a
Bloomberg forecast of a 2.9 percent rise.

Imports in the same month rose 1.0 percent, China's General
Administration of Customs said. That was well off
September's reading and short of the 2.7 percent climb
estimated in the Bloomberg forecast. China and the United

met in South Korea at the end of October. '

That put a precarious pause on months of tit-for-tat measures
between the economic and technological powerhouses as the
leaders agreed to suspend a raft of measures for a year.

Beijing last month announced fresh restrictions on exports of
rare earth technologies, a sector it dominates and is critical to
defence and auto manufacturers.

Trump retaliated by threatening an additional 100 percent
tariff on Chinese goods.

However, that warning was called off after Xi and Trump met
last month in South Korea, with the US leader calling their first
encounter since 2019 a "great success". '
Washington halved a blanket tariff on Chinese goods to 10
percent, while Beijing loosened restrictions on rare earth .
exports of rare earths, also providing relief to European
‘businesses. China also lifted extra tariffs on US agricultural
products including soybeans, critical to American farmers who
are a key part of Trump's base.

China's imports from the United States fell 11.6 percent
month-on-month in October, the customs data showed,
while its shipments in the other direction rose 1.8 percent.
Chinese exporters had been "frontloading their trade in order
to avoid high tariffs in the US", Zhiwei Zhang, economist at
Pinpoint Asset Management, said in a note.

The country's shipments to the US jumped 8.6 percent in /
September from August after falling 11.8 percent on-month /
from July. . )
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sangladesh shrimp exports set

or rebound wnth ﬁrst on-board

~ Frozen shrlm p expnrf rebou nd

zgg COUNTRYI o | 14 TREND OF FROZEN | TOP FROZEN SHRIMP 3
3 | SHRIMP EXPORT | BUYERS IN FY25 O ¢
FROZEN SHRI ' Figures in million dollars | 5.
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lock Shi "'.d gmmd. worth $167,000
fmzen shri'mp and frozenimmediately |  shipped by Rancon
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. EU CERTIFICATION TIMELINE |8 FIVE VESSELS CERTIFIED
» Process began in Dec 2023 : FV Goa Star
@@ Certification " FV Joutha Uddam (Rancon) D l;K
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' FV SRL-3 (Sea Resource Group) !
? 3 Feb 2025 3 Germany Belgium 15%
b > ; E ' Deep Sea1 and Deep Sea-3 g’mﬁ?ﬂtblﬂgmimﬂi:m‘ﬂm i $29.65M $40.12M
p First shlpment in Oct 2025 B (Deep Sea Fishing Ltd) 10% 14%

EXPORT - BANGLADESH

MIZANUR RAHMAN YOUSUF

After years of decline, Bangladesh’s frozen
shrimp industry has now found a reason
for optimism. For the first time, the countty
has exported on-board block frozen Ocean
Tiger shrimp to Europe — a development
that exporters and officials say could mark
the beginning of a long-awaited rebound
for the sector.

processed aboard the company’s deep-sea
vessel FV Joutha Uddam.

“This shipment isn’t just a business
transaction; it’s a breakthrough,” said
Tanvir Shahriar Rimon, chief executive of-
ficer of Rancon Sea Fishing Division. “As
we have shipped our first container, we be-
lieve we can explore this new market with
precision, quality, and contribute more to
the nation’s export earnings.”

What makes on-board block

“After the shrimps are brought in for
sorting, grading or beheading, and wash-
ing, lux meters are first used to ensure op-
timal illumination, making the sorting and
grading process more vigilant and precise.

“Each batch is then checked at sea us-
ing hand-held metal detectors to remove
any contaminants. After that, the shrimp
are processed into blocks of different
sizes — 800 grams, 1.5 kilograms, and 2
kilograms — and stored at minus 18 degrees
Celsius in the vessel’s cold storage. QOnce

and each batch undergoes final scanning
to confirm it is free of contaminants.

“Our vessels are ISO- and HACCP-certi-
fied, and we strictly follow European Un-
ion quality guidelines,” Rimon said. “Our
crews are regularly trained in handling, hy-
giene, and onboard processing to maintain
these standards.”

Road to EU certification
For decades, Bangladesh exported block
frozen shrimp mainly to Japan, but not to
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EXPORT - BANGLADESH

MIZANUR RAHMAN YOUSUF

After years of decline, Bangladesh’s frozen
shrimp industry has now found a reason
for optimism. For the first time, the country
has exported on-board block frozen Ocean
Tiger shrimp to Europe — a development
that exporters and officials say could mark
the beginning of a long-awaited{ rebound
for the sector. gt

On 18 October 2025, a consignment of
8.5 tonnes of block frozen Ocean Tiger
shrimp, valued at $167,000, was shipped
to Belgium by Rancon Sea Fishing Ltd, one
of Bangladesh’s leading industrial fishing

FV Sea Star

FV Joutha Uddam (Rancon)

Deep Sea-1and Deep Sea-3
(Deep Sea Fishing Ltd)

FV SRL-3 (Sea Resource Group)

processed aboard the company’s deep-sea
vessel FV Joutha Uddam.

“This shipment isn’t just a business
transaction; it's a breakthrough,” said
Tanvir Shahriar Rimon, chief executive of-
ficer of Rancon Sea Fishing Division. “As
we have shipped our first container, we be-
lieve we can explore this new market with
precision, quality, and contribute more to
the nation’s export earnings.”

What makes on-board block
freezing different

Unlike conventional frozen shrimp,
which are processed in land-based factories
after being unloaded from vessels, on-board
block frozen shrimp are processed and fro-

“After the shrimps are brought in for
sorting, grading or beheading, and wash-
ing, lux meters are first used to ensure op-
timal illumination, making the sorting and
grading process more vigilant and precise.

“Each batch is then checked at sea us-
ing hand-held metal detectors to remove
any contaminants. After that, the shrimp
are processed into blocks of different
sizes — 800 grams, 15 kilograms, and 2
kilograms - and stored at minus 18 degrees
Celsius in the vessel’s cold storage. Once
brought ashore, the blocks are again kept
at minus 18 degrees Celsius in shore-based
cold storage,” Rimon explained,

He added that health certificates are ob-
tained from the Fish Inspection and Qual-

0 UK
. mlqu
= Bangladesh’s current global share: 1 g;?ag:q gi!gullg]M 1._'-5%
or $300m of $21.3 billion industry 10%'6 !

and each batch undergoes final scanning
to confirm it is free of contaminants,
“Our vessels are ISO- and HACCP-certi-

 fied, and we strictly follow European Un-

ion quality guidelines,” Rimon said. “Our
crews are regularly trained in handling, hy-
giene, and onboard processing to maintain
these standards.”

Road to EU certification

For decades, Bangladesh exported block
frozen shrimp mainly to Japan, but not to
Europe. While the country has long been
exporting land-processed shrimp to. the
European market, on-board block frozen
shrimp, processed and frozen directly on
fishing vessels, had not been approved for

companies. The shrimp were caught and

EU until certification was granted
earlier this year. This changed after
coordinated efforts by the FIQC, Ma-
rine Fisheries Department (MFD),
and Export Promotion Bureau (EPB).

In Decembér 2023, an inspection
mission from the EU Food Safety
Authority visited selected vessels to
assess compliance with European hy-
giene and processing regulations. Fol-
lowing months of evaluation, the EU

certified five vessels in February 2025,
allowing them to export on-board
. block frozen seafood to Europe,

The approved vessels include FV
Sea Star and FV Joutha Uddam of Ran-
con Sea Fishing Division, FV SRL-3 of
Sea Resource Group, and Deep Sea-1
and Deep Sea-3 of Deep Sea Fishing Ltd.

“The EU has officially listed these
vessels on its website,” said FIQC Dep-
uty Director Farhana Lovely, adding
that certification for more vessels is
underway. “Two from SRL Fishing and
one from Rancon are under review, We
expect their approval soon,” she said.

Glimmer of hope
Bangladesh once ranked among the
world’s leading shrimp exporters, earn-

ing over $450 million in FY2016-17. But
disease outbreaks, non-compliance
with global standards, and competition
from farmed vannamei shrimp caused
exports to fall sharply — to $248 million
in FY2023-24, the lowest in a decade,

- The following year, shipments re-
covered slightly to $296 million, driv-
en by diversification efforts.

“The European entry is a crucial
step toward recovery,” Farhana said.
“Our dependency on Japan as the only
block frozen market meant exporters
had limited room to negotiate prices.
Europe’s demand for premium-grade
products should improve margins.”

Rising costs, shrinking catches
Despite modest export growth, in-
dustrial fishing remains under pres-
sure from rising costs and declining
marine resources.

“Fuel costs have gone up nearly
60% in five years,” Rimon said. “At
the same time, overfishing, pollution,
and illegal trawling in shallow waters
have reduced marine shrimp and fish
catch by around 21% last year.”

“Some vessels barely recover their
fuel costs from their catch,” he added.,

Enam Chowdhury, president of the

zen immediately after being caught at sea,

ity Control (FIQQ) office before shipment, -export to the
-y i
Bangladesh Marine Fisheries Associa- $8 million, and Spain with $6.5 mil-

tion, shared the concern and stressed
the importance of the government’s

8% export incentive, which he said is

“vital for the industry’s survival.”

He noted that the subsidy is set to
be reduced to 5% in January 2026 and
fully withdrawn by the end of No-
vember 2026 as part of Bangladesh’s
LDC graduation. “We’ve urged the
government to continué support in
some alternative form even after the
subsidy phase-out,” he'said. ;

Bangladesh in global

shrimp trade

According to the Observatory of
Economic Complexity (OEQ), global
trade in frozen shrimp and prawns
was worth $21.3 billion in 2023,
Bangladesh’s $300 million export
volume gives it about 1.4% of the
global market.

In the last fiscal year, the coun-
try’s top shrimp export destinations
were China with $56.7 million, Neth-
erlands $47.4 million, United King-
dom$45 million, Belgium $40.1 mil-
lion, Germany $29.6 million, United
States $20.8 million, France $185
million, Japan $11.3 million, Portugal

lion, as per data from the Fisheries
department, citing EPB,

Bangladesh primarily exports in-
dividual quick frozen (IQF), semi-IQF,
peeled un-deveined (PUD), peeled
and deveined (P&D), and seni-cooked.
shrimp products to Europe, _while
block frozen shrimp exports had until
now been limited to Japan and China,

“This is the first shipment of block
frozen shrimp to Europe, and it's a’
big step forward,” said Rimon. “This
time, we exported the Ocean Tiger
species, which accounts for only
about 30% of our catch. The'.rest
eomprises brown, white, flower tiger,
and red shrimp - mostly brown.”

* “If we can export brown block frozen
shrimp to the EU market, that would be
amajor achievement, Diversifying those
exports will be our next goal.” he add-
ed. Rimon said, “We are now in talks
* with potential buyers in other EU coun-

‘tries, aiming to ‘expand Bangladesh’s
presence in the European market with
on board frozen shrimp & fish.”

“Our focus remains on maintain-
ing the highest standards of quality,

traceability, and sustainability as we~

grow,” he added.
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‘4 companies to invest
$111m in Bepza EZ

INVESTMENT - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT |

The Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Au-
thority (Bepza) has signed land lease agree-
ments with four companies to establish foot-
wear, leather processing, testing services,
and garment accessories industries in the Be-
Pza Economic Zone (Bepza EZ) at Mirsharai,
Chattogram, representing a total proposed
investment of $111.26 million.

The agreements were signed yesterday at
the Bepza Complek in Dhaka.

Md Ashraful Kabir, member (investment
promotion), signed the agreements on behalf
of Bepza, while the companies were repre-
sented by their respective executives, Bepza
Executive Chairman Maj Gen Mohammad
-~Moazzem Hossain witnessed the ceremony as
chief guest.

Lr

Representatives of the four companies
— including Tai Ma Shoes Chairman Liao
Weijun, Songshin Leather General Manager
Zhang Guangxin, Annray Holding General
Manager Hu Xinlin, and Wraptox Industries
Managing Director Md Morshed Khan —
signed for their respective firms.

Congratulating the investors, the Chair-
man thanked them for choosing Bepza EZ
and reaffirmed the authority’s commitment
to smooth operations. He urged prompt com-
mencement of construction and encouraged
peers, particularly in electronics, to consider
investing in Bangladesh.

Kabir also invited Chinese investors to
explore upcoming EPZs in Jashore and Patu-
akhali, Three of the companies are fully
foreign-owned—China, Singapore, and a Chi-
na-Singapore joint venture—while one is Bang-
ladeshi-owned. The new ventures will create

employment for 7,607 Bangladeshi nationals.

Tai Ma Shoes (BD) Co Ltd, a Chinese com-
pany, will invest $55.05 million to establish
a footwear manufacturing facility produc-
ing seven million pairs of formal and casual
shoes annually, generating 5,900 jobs.

Bangladesh Songshin Leather Co Ltd, a
Singaporean company, will invest $25.03 mil-
lion in a leather processing factory producing
36 million square feet of finished leather per
year and employing 480 nationals.

Annray Holding (BD) Co Ltd, a China-
Singapore joint venture, will invest $20.03
million to launch a service-oriented testing
laboratory for raw materials and finished
products, employing 770 staff,

Wraptox Industries Ltd, a Bangladeshi
company, will invest $11.15 million to manu-
facture garment accessories such as labels,
tags, tapes, and printing and packaging ma-
terials, producing 20,000 metric tons annu- -
ally and creating 457 jobs. T 4



