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‘Vanilla may become BD's

new cash crop soon

JASIM UDDIN HAROON

Vanilla could soon become a

new cash crop for Bangladesh-

as six years of research by the
Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Institute (BARI) has
confirmed its feasibility
under local weather
conditions.

Vanilla beans are one ofthe
world's most expensive
spices, widely usedinice
cream, cakes, and bakery
products.

Bangladesh currently
depends almost entirely on
artificial vanilla flavouring,
which, experts warn, can
carry health risks,
particularly for children.
Natural vanilla, by contrast,
is healthier, richer in flavour,
and in high demand globally.
Yet, it remains underutilised
in Bangladesh largely due to
its steep international price.
Nowa breakthrough has
come at BARI's Spices
Research Centre in Bogura's
Shibganj.

Officials say subject to
approval from the Ministry of
Agriculture, vanilla plants

could begin reaching farmers ~

as early as April 2026.

"We now have one year of
successful data, which we
will soon submit to our
headquarters in Gazipur for
government approval " said
Md Zulfikar Haider
Prodhan, chief scientific
officer at the Spices
Research Centre.

Once cleared, the centre
would start giving cuttings to
farmers, he added.
"Bangladesh’s vanilla
journey started by accident,"

BANGLADESH'S
VANILLA
BREAKTHROUGH

recalled Abu Hena Faisal
Fahim, a scientific officer at
the centre.
"During a trip to Indonesia
sponsored by the Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Council
(BARC), I broughtbacka
three-foot cutting and
planted it, which bloomed
successfully by 2022."
He said the success
encouraged them to expand
trials, which eventually
roved that Bangladesh's
climate could indeed support
vanilla.
Vanilla is somewhat difficult

-to-process. Afterblooming, a

bean takes nearly eight
months to ripen.

It then requires hot-water
treatment, followed by

weeks of natural drying.
Only after reducing its
moisture content by about
70 per cent does it turn into
the prized, dark-brown
vanilla pod, known
worldwide as black gold.

The nickname reflects not
only its colour but also rarity,

_painstaking cultivation, and

luxury status in global
culinary and perfumery
markets,

According to Fahim, the
vanilla orchid - a variety of
Vanilla planifolia - reaches its
optimum yield at around five
years of age.

Even in its early stage,
however, one plantcan
produce about one kg of

beans worth roughly $250in

international markets.
"Vanilla is so costly because
the orchid that produces it
grows in only a handful of
regions worldwade," Fahim
said.

Currently, Madagascar is the
world's largest vanilla
supplier, followed by

_Indonesia, while Bangladesh

could soon join this exclusive
group.
Vanilla planifolia, the variety
being nursed by the BARI
centre, is a good variety.
If commercialised, experts
believe it could diversify
Bangladesh's agricultural
basket, boost rural earnings,
and position the countryin
the global spice trade.
}aslmharoon@yahoo.com
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S Korea posts regbrd
semiconductor
exports in August -

SEOUL, Sept 01 (AFP): South Korea recorded its highest ever .
monthly semiconductor exports in August despite growing
pressure from US tariffs and other restrictions on the crucial
sector, government data showed Monday.

seoul recorded more than $15 billion in exports last month of
semiconductors, a new record and an increase by almosta
third from-August 2024.

The surge was driven by strong demand from China and thie

~ exemption of chips from tariffs, the industry ministry said
Monday. The country's other key exports-cars and
shipbiilding-also performed strongly, with auto shipments
climbing to $5.5 billion and ship exports to $3.14 billion, both
marking their strongest August performance.

Driven by the strong figures, overall exports reached $58.4
billion, the highest ever recorded for the month of August.

—_—
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Govt to create levél-playilﬂlg'
field for trade: Adviser

FE REPORT

Commerce Adviser Sk. Bashir Uddin said on
Monday the government is committed to

ensuring trade facilitation through identifying

unnecessary regulations and reviewing the
trade-related rules.

"We will establish justice and create a level- -
playing field, through which our trade volume
and economic capacity will increase,” said the
adviser. :
He was speaking at the ninth meeting of the
National Trade Facilitation Committee
(NTFC), organised by the Ministry of

Commerce, at the BIAM Foundation in Dhaka.

Mr, Bashir Uddin said the government wants
an efficient trade regime, through which our
national economy will grow greatly,thus
serving as a major platform for equitable
distributions of wealth.

"We definitely want to curb tax evasion, but
at the same time, we want to develop skills,"
he added.

He further said the activities of the customs
_authorities are being automated, which will

Automation of customs
activities would make
export, import easier:

Bashir Uddin tells
NTFC meeting

help make import and export tasks easier.
National Board of Revenue (NBR) Chairman
Abdur Rahman Khan, Commerce Secretary
Mahbubur Rahman, Bangladesh Trade and
Tariff Commission (BTTC) Chairman Dr
Moinul Khan, National Skills Development
Authority Executive Chairman Nazneen
Kawshar Chowdhury, Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) Administrator Md Hafizur
Rahman, Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) Vice
Chairman Md Abdur Rahim Khan and
Additional Secretary of Commerce Ministry
Ayesha Akter, were présent at the meeting.
rezamumu@gmail.com



Bangladesh
and the US
tarifl on India

When Washington imposed a 50 percent tariff on Indian
garments this week, it did not just rattle New Delhi. It
cracked open a multi-billion-dollar market window that
will not stay open for long. For Bangladesh, the stakes
could not be clearer: move quickly and claim this ground,
or watch rivals take it away. '

The numbers speak louder than speculation. In 2024,
the US imported about $4.1 billion worth of apparel and
textiles from India. Overnight, those goods have become
prohibitively expensive. At the same time, Bangladesh
shipped $9.7 billion in ready-made garments to the US Th e D'“, Staf

that year. Absorbing even half of India’s displaced trade
would mean a huge leap in market share, enough to fuel
hundreds of thousands of jobs and ripple growth across
our textile ecosystem. This is not just a windfall. It is a
chance to redefine Bangladesh’s place in global apparel ﬂ 2 SE P 2025
for the next generation. :
But opportunities this big attract predators. Vietnam
exported $14.5 billion to the US in 2024, with its growing
reputation for high-value, complex garments. Cambodia,
with $4.3 billion in US exports, offers an alternative
for buyers of basics. Indonesia is also moving steadily,
exporting nearly $5.2 billion in apparel to the US, with
strong competitiveness in knitwear and footwear.
And while China remains the largest supplier by far,
shipping over $28 billion in garments and textiles, it faces
continuing US trade restrictions
e that create openings for others.
% = . If Bangladesh hesitates, the
) ‘&-f: J ats / is stark: act like a stopgap

" $4.1 billion India has lost
\ % will not vanish. It will be
o\
‘ 4 / - ‘supplier, or step forward
N} /  as a sfrategic partner for

| rivals.
| So, the choice before us

/
ff

redistributed among these

\ - US buyers. That requires

e > strengthening backward

A —— linkages to reduce reliance on

imported raw materials and cut lead

times. It also means moving up the value chain, producing

not just T-shirts and trousers, but high-end apparel,

technical textiles, outerwear and fashion-forward designs.

Diversification is now critical. US buyers are looking for

a wider portfolio, including knitwear, athleisure, lingerie,

footwear and home textiles. If Bangladesh broadens its

export basket beyond basic garments, it can embed itself
deeper in the US supply chain.

Equally vital is tackling infrastructure bottlenecks.
Ports, customs and transport inefficiencies make us
vulnerable in a time-sensitive market. Every extra day in
transit strengthens Vietnam’s hand. We need efficiency
that matches our scale.

Sustainability must be the other pillar. US brands
face rising consumer scrutiny on ethical and green
manufacturing. Bangladesh has a strong story to tell here.
With more than 200 LEED-certified green factories, the
sector has set global benchmarks. Ella Pad’s pioneering
model, turning garment waste into reusable sanitary
pads, rebranded the country as the leading global case
of circular fashion, proving that Bangladesh can lead not
only in volume but in innovation. By promoting these
achievements, we can outflank competitors who still
struggle to shed reputations of exploitative practices.

Diplomacy must keep pace with industry. Government
and associations need to be in Washington, lobbying for
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shipping over $28 billion in garments and textiles, it faces
continuing US trade restrictions
that create openings for others.

. If Bangladesh hesitates, the
" $4.1 billion India has lost

% will not vanish. It will be

| redistributed among these

. rivals.

; So, the choice before us
is stark: act like a stopgap
supplier, or step forward

as a strategic partner for
Nt US buyers. That requires
\\\-‘ " strengthening  backward

. linkages to reduce reliance on

imported raw materials and cut lead

times. It also means moving up the value chain, producing

not just T-shirts and trousers, but high-end apparel,

technical textiles, outerwear and fashion-forward designs.

Diversification is now critical. US buyers are looking for

a wider portfolio, including knitwear, athleisure, lingerie,

footwear and home textiles. If Bangladesh broadens its

export basket beyond basic garments, it can embed itself
deeper in the US supply chain. : '

Equally vital is tackling infrastructure bottlenecks.
Ports, customs and transport inefficiencies make us
vulnerable in a time-sensitive market. Every extra day in
transit strengthens Vietnam'’s hand. We need efficiency
that matches our scale.

Sustainability must be the other pillar. US brands
face rising consumer scrutiny on ethical and green
manufacturing, Bangladesh has a strong story to tell here.
With more than 200 LEED-certified green factories, the
sector has set global benchmarks. Ella Pad’s pioneering
mode), ‘turning garment waste into reusable sanitary
pads, rebranded the country as the leading global case.
of circular fashion, proving that Bangladesh can lead not
only in volume but in innovation. By promoting these
achievements, we can outflank competitors, who still
struggle to shed reputations of exploitative practices. .

Diplomacy must keep pate with industry..Government
and associations need to be in Washington, lobbying for
trade preferences, reassuring buyers of political stability,
and showcasing our transformation. If we combine
scale with speed, sustainability and policy outreach,
Bangladesh can not only absorb India’s lost share but
also move into the spaces left vulnerable by China’s trade
disputes and Indonesia’s slower climb. ‘

The tariff on India is more than a penalty. It is a
shockwave reshaping sourcing strategies. Bangladesh can
let the moment pass and watch others divide the spoils, -
or it'can seize it to secure long-term dominance in the US
market. The window is open, but it will not stay that way.

- Now is the time to move fast, smart and united.

| -The writer is coordinator of Ella Alliance and fom_lder

of Ella Pad v




