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Now ship liners line up to
adjust charges upward

Hikes feared to impact

~ entire supply chain,

Increase costs for
im porters-exporters,
warns BCSA chief

Cost of doing business
will increase further,
says BKMEA's Fazlee
Shamim

Exporter questions
rationale of port-
charge hike when CPA
making ‘good profit’

as it was published without ar;y transition

period",

"Indeed, implementation has taken effect
efore we were even informed of the SRO."

He also writes: "This escalation js
unprecedented and fa

SYFUL ISLAM

After the enhancement of tariffs and
various charges by the Chittagong
seaport authority, berth operators
and container-depot owners come up
now the ship liners for upward cost
adjustments, foreshadowing domino
effect on Bangladesh's foreign trade,
sources say,

"We are planning to make
adjustment of the costs raised by port
and other parties involved, We will
soon send a letter to the Chittagong
Port Authority (CPA) in this regard,"
says Syed Mohammad Arif, chairman,
Bangladesh Shipping Agents'
Association (BSAA).

"It is very usual that when the port
authority raises charges, we will also

almost immediately. -

Mr Chowdhury also writes t
remains in transit for week
have no practical means of
to reflect a tariff increase implemented

have to make the adjustment," adds
the leader of ship operators who
handle freight vessels in Bangladesh
ports, to justify their move.

"It's because we won't pay the
increased charges to the port
authority from our own pocket, We
have to realise the money from the
shippers," he told The Financial
Express on Wednesday.

The CPA enhanced port tariffs by
around 40 per cent, effective
September 15. Bangladesh Container
Shipping Association (BCSA),
however, finds the overall increase in
port charges by nearly 70 per cent.
Moreover, the -

privately
owned inland-
container

hat as cargo

s, shipping lines
adjusting freight

"In view of the above, the cost j ncrease will

I exceeds what could impact the entire supply chain, including cost

reasonably be regarded as fair adjustment, ¢
isimportant to note that most CPA tariff 1
items are out-of-pocket costs borne directly
by shipping lines. "

Mr Chowdhury has further stated that severe
congestion at Chlttagong Portis causing
heavy losses through vesse| delays

container storage, and idle equipment piles,
- "Thesituation has become increasingly
unfavourable for shipping lines to continue

Supporting Bangladesh trade whilst
remaining financia ly sustainable," the letter
of complaints reads.

He maintains that any immediate reflection
of these increased costs in freight charges is
not practicable, as freight rates are generally
fixedin advance through contracts--
sometimes fora year--through quotations or
published tariffs agreed with buyers,

"Sudden changes risk breaching agreements,
damaging customer trust, and undermining
Competitiveness on a global market where
freight rates are closely scrutinised,” he notes,

increase to the Importers and exporters," he

notonly the exporters orimporters, all the
people of the country will be affected when
portcharges go up.

"The sh ipping agents wil Pay the additiona)
charges to the port by realising from the port
users, not from their own Pocket. So, the
import and €xport will be costly, thys
consumers will suffer," he told The Financial
Express,

Mr Ehsan notes that the foreign buyers will
ask the exporters to Pay the additiona|
charges to shipping agents, " Because, they
won't bear the additional charge due to
enhancement of port charges, thus our cost of
doing business will increase further, "

He questions the rationale of port authority
raising charges now when the port s making
good profit every year,

syful- islam@outloo. com

depots in Chittagong have raised
charges by 44 per cent with effect
from September 1 while the berth
operators have increased rates by 35
per cent recently.

The BCSAin a letter to the CPA
chairman Wednesday denounced the
sudden hike in port charges, without
providing a breathing space.

General Secretary of BCSA
Shamsuddin Ahmed Chowdhury, in
the letter, mentions that the sudden
increase in port charges "has caught
our member shipping lines off guard,
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?aro stem expo;'t_s _genera_te robust forex earnings

CUMILLA, Sept 17 (BSS): The export of
taro stems from Cumilla's Barura
Upazila is emerging as a promising
source of foreign currency earnings, with
shipments reaching international
markets including the Middle East, the
United States, the United Kingdom and

traders in the upazila buy thick stems at
Taka 45-50 per kilogram while thin
stems at Tk 25-30, which are then
transported to Dhaka and Chattogram
by truck in the evening," he said.

R - .. % Headded, "From there, agencies
R, 2" = = purchase the selected taro stems for

several European countries. J1 . SSNR SIS i, export abroad, while the rest are sold in
Thanks to commercial-scale farming estimated between USD 250,000 and local markets."

and streamlined supply chains, the 300,000 alongside generating jobs Local exporters said the global appetite
upazila is exporting over 80 tonnes of locally. for Bangladeshi taro stems is growing
taro stems daily. This surge in exportsis  Local taro stem farmer Abdul Matinsaid  steadily, driven by diaspora

translating into substantial foreign that they no longer have to go to the communities and health-conscious

currency inflows, with monthly earnings ~ market themselves. "More than fifty consumers abroad.

o
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I:Hasan Arif |
new EPB
Vice-Chair

| FEREPORT

Mohammad Hasan Arif,
Additional Secretary to the
Government of Bangladesh,
has been appointed as the
new Vice-Chairman of the
Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB). He officially assumed
office on September 15.
Before this appointment, Mr.
Arif held several key positions
at the Economic Relations
Pivision (ERD), including
serving as Wing Chief of both
the Administration & Middle
East Wing and the America &
Japan Wing. He also worked as
Commiercial Counsellor at the
Embassy of Bangladesh in
Tokyo and represented the
country as the Alternate
Governor at the Islamic
Development Bank (IsDB).
Throughout his career, Mr.
Arif has played a significant
role in promoting trade and
investment.

He has also served as a board
member of several notable
institutions, including the
Bangladesh Islamic Solidarity
Education Wagf (IsDB-
BISEW), the Institute of
Public Finance (IPF)
Bangladesh, and the SME
Foundation.

Mr. Arif joined the Bangladesh
Civil Service through the 18th
BCS Administration Cadrein
1999 and has held various
positions in field
administration as well asin
different government
ministries and agencies.

He earned undergraduate and
graduate degrees in pharmacy
from the University of Dhaka.
Later, he obtained a master's
degree in economics from
Yamaguchi University through
the Japanese government's
Japan Student Services
Organisation (JASSO)
scholarship, not the JDS
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How India’s invisible barrier costs
Bangladesh RMG exporters dearly |

Levi’s and Marks & Spencer require timely sam-

RMG - BANGLADESH

RMG exporters send Now exporters face ple approvals before placing orders.
REYAD HOSSAIN samples to offices of Puma, | severe delays in sending The implications are stark: lost time, high-
Marks & Spencer, H&M, samples, taking er costs, and a chilling reminder that trade
Levi's, Mango in India for 15-20 days instead wars are not always fought with tariffs
Expo rters Say th ey are forced pre-produc:ion approval of 3-5 days alone, according to exporters.
- and store displays earlier Shovon Islam claimed, “Sending gar-
to hand c?rry Samples to . ment samples via courier to three foreign
India by alr buyers’ offices in India has become in-

creasingly complicated in recent months,
with delays worsening over the past two
months. Indian customs authorities have
been holding the samples under the guise
of inspections or not releasing them
at all, forcing exporters to hand-carry
them by air. This has raised the cost of
sending a skg sample package from
Tks,000 to nearly Tk100,000.”

The problem affects a sig-
nificant number of .export-
ers. For example, DBL
Group’s Managing Direc-

tor, MA Jabbar, Fakir
Fashions Limited’s
Managing Director,

- They are forced to :
hand-carry samples by air; |
Bangladesh’s garment exporters are stumbling over a costs rise from Tk5,000t0
an invisible barrier in India that threatens tounder- Tk1lakh per 5kg package
cut a rare opportunity in the global trade arena.
For months, Indian customs authorities have
been holding up apparel samples that Bangla- Exporters say Indian customs
deshi firms send to buyers’ regional offices in are delaying or holding ;
Delhi, Bengaluru and other cities, they said.  StPments under the guise of
The delays, often stretching to three weeks, or mspgmms'.de.m &
outright refusals to clear shipments, have forced official restrictions
exporters like Sparrow Group to hand-carry
samples by air at costs neatly 20 times higher Bottleneck
than courier rates. intensified
“This is nothing but a non-tariff barrier,” g With U5
said Shovon Islam, managing director of Spar- - tariff
row, which exported about $300 million worth

changes,
redirecting

of garments last year. ordere to Fakir Kamruzza-
The bottleneck emerges as shifts in US tar- Bangladesh man Nahid, and
iffs redirect new orders to Bangladesh, amid three other export-
months of frosty diplomatic relations with India ers and buyers’
following last August’s change in the Sheikh N representatives re-
Hasina government. - e .. ported that send-
TBS Insights by «-\"""'* L b4 125 J‘r,., g samples to
Barrier could blunt US tariff advantage FREEE ' =3 s Nia now takes
Exporters fear the new barrier could blunt that IPD.C,] | 00 e - {1 \Baleetofour times
US tariff advantage, as brands such as Mango, <! HARA RN e 29

offices,” he said . . - g
1 y 4 . desh. As a result, several ye ‘lomati o &
onger than before. Puma’s Country Manager in Dha- used to source t:‘irom Ind?: arfas Kcl):z umatle relatiori Detween the two

They alleged that “while thereisno  ka, Mo countries turned i
; S ; » Moyeen Hyder Chowdhury, also  shifting or planni ; es turned cold. India soon
1«.&1&(2{;l t’estncuon from the: Indian gov- raised the issue. He told TBS, “We to Banggladeshp a.nfll'mhig (t::;l.tsrliléj;t ba\mdm('ars Degan Imposing vestictions - B
emment, customs authoritiesaredelib- have nearlv 1.000 stares in Trndia fhas Darrier on Bangladeshi tourists, then on

canme 1Lha e .aa




' than courier rates. ' i
“This is nothing but a non:tanﬂ' barrier,

said Shovon Islam, managing d1rec_t_er of Spar-

row, which exported about $300 million worth

of garments last year.

The bottleneck emerges as shifts in US ta.I-
iffs redirect new orders to Bangladesh, amid
months of frosty diplomatic relations with lnfiia
following last August’s change in the Sheikh

| Hasina government.

Barrier could blunt US tariff advantage
Exporters fear the new barrier could blunt that
US tariff advantage, as brands such as Mango,

[ longer than before.

They alleged that “while there is no
written restriction from the Indian gov-
ernment, customs authorities are delib-
erately obstructing samples by air cou-
tier to hinder Bangladesh’s exports.”.

Bangladeshi exporters regularly
send samples to offices of top brands
in India, including Puma, Marks &
Spencer, H&M, Levi’s, and Mango.
Samples are needed both for pre-pro-
duction approval and for random
checks before final shipment.

Additionally, “salesman sam-
ples” are sent to stores for customer
display. Without sample approval,
finished products cannot be shipped,
forcing exporters to incur extra costs
by sending samples via air or alter-
native means to meet deadlines.

Most garment samples delayed
Exporters said that currently, most
garment samples sent via courier
to India are being delayed, held, or
subjected to value limits by Indian
customs. Shipments that should
take 3-5 days are now taking 15-20
days, and some are blocked entirely.
Shovon Islam said he regularly
has to send samples for approval
to the offices of Marks & Spencer,
Levi’s, and Mango - two located in
Delhi and one in Bengaluru. “But
since Indian customs authorities ei-
ther hold or delay clearance of couri-
er shipments, the samples now have
to be hand-carried by air and then
forwarded by courier to the buyers’

T R i - =

tor, MA Jabbar, Fakir
Fashions Limited’s
Managing Director,
Fakir Kamruzza-
man Nahid, and
three other export-
ers and buyers’
representatives re-

with ll‘
tantf : it | - |
{ hr'iﬂlil-"‘:-, 7 - ' e » { I o ‘;
redirecting R . T .;'Ij
orders to 4
Bangladesh

R0 : il ported that send-

i WL e | : U’I).' samples to
TBSInsightsb)' Rl e i 0 fc 2 now takes
so i Y B g (O B b e o to four times

'PD gﬁ <!

offices,” he said.

Puma’s Country Manager in Dha-
ka, Moyeen Hyder Chowdhury, also
raised the issue. He told TBS, “We
have nearly 1,000 stores in India that
require regular sample shipments,
but air or air-courier shipments are
not being allowed. As a result, some
have to hand-carry the samples.”

Highlighting the rising costs for
vendors, he added, “Given the situ-
ation, we are now considering send-
ing samples by ship.”

Speaking to exporters and cou-
rier company representatives, TBS
learned that sending samples by
air courier usually takes about four
working days, while shipping takes
nearly three weeks.

Inamul Haque Khan Bablu, se
nior vice president of the Bangla-
desh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA), told
TBS, “We've received complaints
from both buyers and exporters that
samples are being held up in Indian
customs when sent through air cou-

rier. We plan to raise the matter with’

the commerce ministry.”

He alleged that India has long
created clearance complications for
Bangladeshi sample shipments, but
the problem has intensified recently
following changes in US tariff rates.
“Delays now -stretch to 15-20 days
unnecessarily,” he said.

Explaining further, he said, “Af-
ter the Trump administration’s new
tariff structure, India faces a 50%
rate compared to 20% for Bangla-

desh. As a result, several buyers who
used to source from India are now
shifting or planning to shift orders
to Bangladesh. This courier barrier
seems like an attempt to obstruct
that shift in business.”

“We expect this problem to wors-
en in the future,” he cautioned. “Our
buyers have already been caught oft
guard.”

There are 55 registered courier
companies in Bangladesh, including
DHL, FedEx, UPS, and Aramex.

A senior official in DHL’s export
division, requesting anonymity, told
TBS, “If a shipment contains fabric

labelled ‘Made in Bangladesh,’ Indian

customs often hold it, as their govern-
ment has restrictions on our export.”
He added, “We advise exporters
to contact the recipient in India be-
fore sending samples so they can
coordinate with local FedEx to check
whether the item can be cleared.”
Nargis Murshida, joint secretary
of the commerce ministry’s export
wing, told TBS, “We have not yet re-

- ceived any complaints from export-

ers. Once we do, we will decide on
the next course of action.”

TBS also reached out to the Indian
High Commission in Dhaka for com-
ment via email, but as of Wednes-
day, no response was received.

Exports to India grow -

'despite trade barriers

Following the fall of Sheikh Hasina’s
government in August 2024 and her

subsequent refuge in India, dip-

-Jomatic relaho

between the two
countries turned cold. India soon
began imposing restrictions — first
on Bangladeshi tourists, then on
exports, including repeated bans
on garment shipments through land
ports. It also halted Bangladesh’s
use of Indian ports for transhipment.

Bangladesh, in turn, restricted yarn
imports from India via land ports to
curb under-invoicing. At present, ex-
ports to India are allowed only through
Mumbai Nhava Sheva Port, also known
as Jawaharlal Nehru Port (JNPT).

Even with these barriers, Ban-
gladesh’s exports to India rose 4%
year-on-year in July of this year. For
FY2024-25 as a whole, exports in-
creased by more than 12% from the
previous year, totaling $1.76 billion.

Garments account for about 35%
of Bangladesh’s export earnings

from India, though imports from In-

dia continue to far exceed exports.

Restrictions deal blow

to food, jute exports

Despite a rise in apparel exports,
Bangladesh’s shipments of jute, jute
goods, -and food products to India
declined in July.

Pran-RFL Group, the leading food
exporter to India, reported about
a 15% drop in exports and an 8%
rise in costs. “We used to export to
almost all Indian states through
any land port,” said director Kam-
ruzzaman Kamal. “Now, with ship-
ments restricted to the Bhomra land
port, expenses have gone up.”
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UN asks
Bangladesh
about LDC
graduation
progress

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The United  Nations
Committee for
Development Policy (UN
CDP), which reviews the
least developed country
(LDC) category, has invited
Bangladesh to report
on the progress of its
preparation for graduation
from LDC.

José Antonio Ocampo,
- chair of the UN CDP,
sent a letter on August
25 to the Economic
Relations Division of
the Ministry of Finance.
Similar letters have been
sent to other graduating
LDCs, requesting them
for submitting annual
reports on the preparation
and implementation of
the Smooth Transition
Strategies  (STSs) by
October this year.

The CDP seeks updates
at a time when businesses |
have been demanding that
the interim government
take the initiative to
defer Bangladesh’s LDC
graduation by up tosix years.

The country is
scheduled to graduate
to developing country
category in November next
vear, along with Nepal and




Similar letters have been
sent to other graduating
LDCs, requesting them
for submitting annual
reports on the preparation
and implementation of
the Smooth Transition
Strategies  (STSs) by
October this year.

The CDP seeks updates
at a time when businesses
w been demanding that

interim government
take the initiative to
defer Bangladesh’s LDC
graduation by up tosixyears.

The country is
scheduled to graduate
to devdopmg country
category in November next
year, along with Nepal and
Lao People’s Democratic
Republic (known as Laos).

Businesses said this is
not the right time, as the
economy faces several
challenges, including
an economic slowdown,
a crisis in the financial
sector, and inadequate
preparation to compete
' in the global market after -
graduatton.

Oiﬁc:lals here said CDP’s
letter is routine exercise
and it monitors the
progress of countries
graduated and graduating
from the list of LDCs under
the Enhanced Monitoring
Mechanism (EMM).
However, in an interview

with The Daily Star early

" CDP) will influence any
subsequent request
deferment.”

“The*EMM assesses not
only the three main criteria
but also a wide range of
Supplementary Graduation
Indicators (SGI).”

A consultation
between the CDP and
Bangladesh may take place

~ on November 25, 2025,

for.

where the country’s EMM
report will be discussed,
said Bhattacharya, also
distinguished fellow of
Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD).

The CDP will review
these reportsat its February
2026 plenary, according to
the interview.

In its letter, CDP Chair
Ocampo said the UN
General Assembly has
called upon the CDP to
continue  consultations

consultation meeting with
the CDP, scheduled to be
held between October and
December 2025,” said the .
letter.
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Chip industry seeks
Bida’s backing to
build $1b export hub

Bangladesh’s semiconductor industry, still in its i
has outlined an ambitious vision to zymerge asa $11n§ial?ig¥;
export hub for chips and embedded systems by 2030.

To get there, industry leaders are turning to Bangladesh

;ﬁt&naﬁnrt) ll)ee\.»uf:loplililent Authority (Bida), asking it to play
policy support, internati i
and incentive facilitatci:zn. e b i

The Bangladesh Semiconductor Industry Association
(BSIA), representing local companies and professionals
pla_ced a set of proposals before the Bida yesterday. Thé
Daily Star has seen a copy of the proposal.

At their core is a call for a public-private partnership
that “EDUM comlléineththe authority’s global reach and
regulatory muscle with the industry’s technical expertise
and on-the-ground knowledge. 34 exp

The proposalsarriveata moment of global realignment.
The semiconductor industry, valued at $618 billion in
2023, is projected to cross $1 trillion by 2030.

The embedded systents segment, comprising chips and
software that power everything from medical devices to

smart cities, is expected to exceed $160 billion in the same

period.

Bangladesh’s semiconductor industry currently has
around 20 companies, with 13 registered under the IYSSIA.
'I:he sector employs approximately 800 to 1,000

engineers and professionals. Annual orts i
gpc[est, at about $8 million to $10 milh'g‘n? highliremghtianlg
gnificant growth potential as the industry
and enter global markets. spratili f
BRANDING BANGLADESH GLOBALLY

Tht? first pillar of the BSIA’s proposal is international

Countries like Vietnam and Malaysia have aggressivel
marketed themselves as semiconductor deg'gnations}:
staging roadshows and wooing global clients. Bangladesh,
the industry fears, risks being invisible in this competition.

The BSIA has asked the Bida to lead roadshows in
g?apfn’ South Korea, Taiwan, Malaysia, and the United

es.

Local firms would participate al ide, showcasin
!;helr capabilities. Such visibility, th:gﬁociation argues%
1s crucial for Bangladesh to be taken seriously in supply
chain discussions.
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Another area of focus is
the country’s vast diaspora.
A significant number of
Bangladeshi engineers are
employed at global giants
in Silicon Valley, Singapore,
and Taipei.

Many have expressed
willingness to invest or
transfer knowledge, but red
tape has often stood in the
way.

The proposal calls
for a dedicated “NRB
Desk” at the Bida to fast-
track investments and
partnerships from non-

resident Bangladeshis
(NRB). Structured
fellowships, mentoring

programmes, and capital
facilitation schemes would
further encourage diaspora
participation.

IMPLEMENT
TASKFORCE ROADMAP

A June 2025
Semiconductor Taskforce
had already charted a
roadmap focused on
skills, policy reforms, and
international linkages.
But execution remains a
challenge. _

The BSIA is now urging
the Bida to take charge

.of implementation by

forming a joint committee.

Early wins, they suggest,
could include launching a
dedicated semiconductor
fund, securing 10 to 12-
year tax holidays, and
allocating space in high-
tech parks for chip design
clusters. Delivering such
quick results, they argue,
would build credibility with
investors.

One of the starkest
challenges Bangladesh
faces is competitiveness.

Neighbouring countries
already offer attractive
incentive  packages to
chipmakers. Unless
Bangladesh can match
them, local firms will
struggle to compete.

The industry wants the
Bida to facilitate talks with
the Ministry of Finance
and the National Board of
Revenue to secure a range
of measures: a 25 percent
export incentive on verified
foreign service income,
progressive tax holidays,
duty-free imports of tools
and testing equipment,
and clear rules for leased
equipment to  avoid
customs hurdles.

Such fiscal support,
they insist, would not only
boost competitiveness but
also send a strong signal to
international clients.

NEW LAW FOR

STABILITY -
Perhaps the most
significant proposal s

the call for a National
Semiconductor Act. The
BSIA argues that investors
need more than promises.
They need legal certainty.

The proposed law would
guarantee tax holidays
and duty exemptions,
streamline customs
clearance, create financing
schemes for startups, and
strengthen intellectual
property protection.
Industry insiders believe
such an act could be the
anchor of Bangladesh’s
long-term semiconductor
strategy.

The BSIA has asked
that it be recognised as
the government's official
industry partner, with
a say in distributing

incentives and overseeing
implementation.

The association said a
successful semiconductor
sector could create 10,000
skilled jobs, diversify
exports beyond garments
and agriculture, and
strengthen sovereignty
in critical technologies
ranging from defence to
healthcare.

But the window is
limited. Other Asian
nations are already ahead.
Vietnam has secured
billion-dollar chip assembly
investments. India has
rolled out a $10 billion
incentive package. Malaysia
continues to attract design
and testing contracts.

A delegation led by
BSIA President MA Jabbar
handed the proposal to
Bida Executive Chairman
Chowdhury Ashik
Mahmud Bin Harun.

Chowdhury said
he will place special
emphasis on engaging
relevant ministries and
departments to ensure
timely implementation
of the action items in
the recommendations,
said the association in a
statement.

At the same time, he
assured the BSIA leaders
that these proposals
would be given serious
consideration.

He also mentioned thata
full-time officer has already
been assigned at the Bida to
oversee the semiconductor
sector and wurged the
BSIA leaders to maintain
regular . communication
with him for smooth
implementation of these
initiatives. Y/
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Arif becofhes EPB vice-chair (chief executive)

Staff Correspondent (=] 17 September, 2025, 22:49

Mohammad Hasan Arif,

Mohammad Hasan Arif on Manday assumed position of vice-chairman (chief executive) of the Export Promotion Bureau, said a press
release. -

Prior to this appointment, he held several key positions in the Economic Relations Division, including wing chief of administration and
Middle East wing as well as America and Japan wing.
Arif, also additional secretary to the government, previously served as commercial counsellor at the Embassy of Bangladesh in Tokyo

and represented Bangladesh as altenate governor at the Islamic Development Bank.

In addition, he has served as a board member of various institutions such as Bangladesh Islamic Solidarity Educational Wagf (IsDB-
BISEW), Institute of Public Finance Bangladesh and SME Foundation.

He joined Bangladesh Civil Service in 1999 in the 18th BCS Administration Cadre.
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Mohammad Hasan Arif new

EPB vice chairman

Eﬁ‘ribune Desk

Mohammad Hasan Arif, Ad-
ditional Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of Bangladesh, has
been appointed as the new
Vice-Chairman' of the Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB).

He officially assumed office
on September 15,

Before this appointment,
Arif held several key positions
at the Economic Relations Divi-
sion (ERD), including serving as
Wing Chief of both the Adminis-
tration & Middle East Wing and
the America & Japan Wing.

He also worked as Commer-
cial Counsellor at the Embassy
of Bangladesh in Tokyo and rep-
resented the country as the Al-
ternate Governor at the Islamic

Development Bank (IsDB).
Throughout his career, Arif
has played a significant role in
promoting trade and invest-
ment,
He has also served as a board
member of several notable in-

stitutions, including the Bang- .

ladesh Islamic Solidarity -Edu-
cation Waqf (IsDB-BISEW), the
Institute of Public Finance (IPF)
Bangladesh, and the SME Foun-
dation.

Arif joined the Bangladesh
Civil Service through the 18th
BCS Administration Cadre in
1999 and has held various posi-
tions in field administration as
well as in different government
ministries and agencies.

A Certified  Public-Pri-
vate Partnership Professional
(CP3P), Arif brings extensive
expertise in export promotion,
trade facilitation, and invest-
ment development,

His leadership is expected to
further strengthen EPB’s efforts
to boost Bangladesh’s export
performance. e
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