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. Jackfruit, mango’s maiden
sea travel: Water routes open

new export windows _,

season

»39,141kg of
mangoes exported
by sea in recent

» Sea freight cuts export . &
costsbyupto90% __.%*

EXPORT - CHATTOGRAM

MD MASUD

Bangladesh has for the first time exported
mangoes and jackfruits by sea to the United
Arab Emirates, the United States, and several
European countries, marking a new step in
the country’s agricultural exports. Previously,
these fruits were only exported by air.
According to the Chattogram Plant Quaran-
tine Station, 39,141’kg of mangoes were shipped
overseas in the recently concluded season.
The highest share, 17,877 kg, went to the
"United Kingdom, followed by 14,580 kg to the
UAE, 3,834 kg to the United States, 1,950 kg to
Italy, 504 kg to Belgium, and 396 kg to Canada.
Md Shah Alam, deputy director of the Chat-
togram Plant Quarantine Centre (Seaport), said,

» Vegetable exports by sea
grow 313% year-on-year

“This is the first time mangoes have been ex-
ported by sea. Although the quality of the fresh
mangoes sent to Dubai was a bit poor, there
was no such problem with the frozen ones sent
to other countries.”

Mohammad Arifur Rahman, director of the
Exportable Mango Production Project, said
the quality of mangoes had improved in re-
cent years due to farmer cooperation, making
exports more feasible. However, he noted that
long transit times by sea still pose challenges in
preserving quality.

Jackfruit exports have also begun by sea.

Dhaka-based company - Universe Style
shipped 3,500 kg to Dubai in May, with the con-
signment arriving after 26 days instead of 12.
Despite the longer journey, the quality of the
fruit remained almost intact.

Exporters highlight the cost advantage of -
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sea transport. While air shipment costs about
Tki60o per kg, sending a 30-32 tonne container
by sea costs Tk3.5—4 lakh, reducing the per kg
cost to just Tk13-14.

However, the risk of quality deterioration re-
mains, making modern storage and processing
facilities crucial. ;

In the current season, 1,531 tonnes of jack-
fruit were exported, of which only 3.5 tonnes
went by sea.

The rest were sent by air, mainly to the Mid-
dle East, the UK, France, Germany, Sweden,
and Ireland. Demand is highest in the Middle
East, where air transport continues to dominate
due to speed.

Vegetable exports are also seeing significant
growth.

The Chattogram Plant Quarantine Centre re-
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202425 fiscal year, 58,766 >
vegetables were shisppZd bt;n;zso:
313% increase from the previous ye'm-
Between January and Augusi?
2025 alone, 55,704 tonnes were ex-
ported through Chattogram Port.
Potatoes accounted for the highest
volume at 38,046 tonnes, followed by
cabbage (15,636), green chilli (277)
tomato (167), sweet pumpkin (698),
and frozen vegetables (88o), ’
Md Shah Alam said, “Although
a huge amount of fruit and vege-

every year, only a small
exported due to a lack oir’}gigg;sg
ing faf:ilities. If modern infrastruc-
ture, including a packing house, =
can be built, sea-based export wil]
opeon ﬂ;l]:; ; new horizon.”

Cials believe expanding sea-
based exports will reduce Eosetg
boost competitiveness, and help:
Bangladesh capture new interna-
tional markets, provided invest-
ment in modern technology and
infrastructure is prioritised.



The Daily Star
9\0 SEP 2029

Govt gives
nod to export
of raw jute

stuck at ports
STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The  government has
approved the export of raw
jute shipments that were
stuck at the ports. This
will give relief to exporters
who had already sent
their goods to the ports
and completed all export
procedures,
- The commerce ministry
announced the decision
through an order issued on

Wednesday.
Earlier, on September
8, the ministry had

issued a circular making
government approval
mandatory for raw jute
exports. Following this, the
National Board of Revenue
(NBR) stopped shipments
of raw jute that had already
completed all procedures.

At that time, shipping
bills had already
been  submitted, ~ and
consignments had reached
different ports. The sudden
decision created serious
trouble for exporters.

After exporters suffered
for 10 days, the ministry
issued a new order allowing
the release of raw jute
shipments that were
stranded at the ports.

Businessmen said the
September 8 circular was
issued without considering
its immediate or long-term
impact.

As a result, exporters
had to pay extra charges at
ports, including demurrage
fees and additional truck
rentals. Nearly 50,000
tonnes of raw jute
consignments were stuck.

The ministry’s latest order
has already been sent to
the NBR.

The letter clarified
that the earlier circular
made raw jute exports
conditional. However,
consignments with
shipping bills submitted
before September 8 would
not be covered by that
circular.

On August 25, the
Bangladesh Jute Mills
Association and  the
Bangladesh Jute Spinners
Association had requested
the ministry to ban raw jute
exports.

Based on that request,
the ministry imposed the
approval requirement for
raw jute exports.

According to the
Department of Jute,
Bangladesh exported 13.44
lakh bales of raw jute to 13
countries in the 2023-24
fiscal year, including India,
Pakistan, Nepal, and China.
The export value that year |

was $160 million. 7
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TRADE - JASHORE

MONOWAR AHMED

Fish exports 10 India through the
Benapole land port in Jashore
reached a record in the fiscal 2024~
25, rising by about 5,450 tonnes and
boosting foreign exchange earn-
ings.

According o port and fisheries
officials, 13,742 tonnes of farmed fish
were exported through Benapole,
worth around Tk470.62 ‘crore. of
this, 13,210 tonnes were freshwater
species, including pabda, pangas,
parshe, bhetki, tengra, tilapia, and
pona, while 532 tonnes were hilsa.

Exports in the previous fiscal
stood at 8,292 tonnes,
million (over Tk312
figures represent
of nearly 5,500 tonnes
and $12.8 million (around Tk160
crore) in just one year.

«Compared t0 fiscal year-2023-24,
fish exports have increased by nearly
50% in the fiscal 2024-25) said Sho-
jib Saha, Jocal fish quarantine of-
ficer. “We are g ol o

an increase

‘ working tgexpand facilities for export:
. ers 6 tat this growth contiriues.” i
gangladesh has been the rortd’s
third-larges. preducer %i fish from
inland open watets since 2017, 3¢
cording to the Food and Agriculture
Organizatior- fomestic aemand for
the crursizy's 17 €rore people isabout
o sakh tonmies arinually, while pro-
__auction in 2024-25 reached 50.18
‘laki: 40nnes, creating a surplus that
ho_ fuelled rising exports.
Nationwide, Bangladesh export-
ed 91,000 tonnes of fish and fish
products worth Tks, 145 crore during
the fiscal year, including the ship-
ments through %ei},&_ﬁqlé.:_-.__; Tl
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to India via Benap ole

‘it record high

Jashore Fish Production

Figuresin lakh tonnes
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» Totalexportin FY25: 13,742 tonnes

o Freshwaterfish: ¢ Hilsa: '; |
13,210 tonnes 532tonnes | o
o Exports up by 5,450 tonnes 1
from FY24
» Exportvaluein FY25: Tka70.62cr @

» Up aroundTmctfromFﬂh

1 » Major challenges

Clearance required from
Khulna (85km away)

e .
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\1 Delays for perishable fish
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——Teariietie growth, exporj_gt,s_faceiﬁed. Offices for
¢ azngesduelo len;_sth‘.”;:‘:peiwork. sei up ib
_earance imusi D€ obtained from
Khulnz2, 85 km from Benapole, caus-
ing delays for highly perishable fish. ﬁme-consuming.“
«Because clearance is issued from

clearance
Renapole or Jashore. Right
now, exporters must go to
na, which is both troublesome and

Fish production in Jashore has

» Calls for simplified paperwork,
local clearance offices
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should be

|

tonnes in 2020-21, 2,23,793 tonnes in

. 2019-20, 2,22,168 tonnes in 2018-19,
and 2,18,610 tonnes in 2017-18.

Currently, 22 fish species are

farmed in Jashore. Rohu leads with

1,60,765 tonnes, followed by pangas

Khul-

Khulna, exports areé delayed. If the been steadily rising. The district pro- 11,630 tonnes, tilapia 17,995 tonnes,
facility were available in Benapole; duced 2,48,94 tonnes in 2024-25, k012,778 tODDES, shing-magur 5,934
it W?“m save time, boost €xports, ‘including 1,50,131 tonnes from ponds tonnes, gulsha-pabda 17,713 tonnes,
:'md increase foreign exchange earn- and reservoirs, up from 2,545,000 giant freshwater prawn (golda) 9,560
1.1185,” said Aminul Haque, vice pres- tonnes the previous year. However, . tonnes, black tiger prawn (bagda)
ident of the Benapole Import-Export pricesinlocal markets have increased, 354 tonnes, small shrimp 90 tonnes,
Association. _ _ ‘making fish less affordable for poorer and other species 14,973 tonnes.
Shyamol Das, managing direc- consumers, particularly rohu. «Jathore always produces a Sur-
tor of MUCE Foods, one of Jashore’s  Data from the District Fisheties of- plus of fish,” said District Fisheries
largest exportets, @ ed, “To ex- fice,Jashore, showaconsistentﬁsem Officer Mohammad Rafiqul - Alam.

pand expotts to India through Bena- production - 2,41,107
"pole, paperwork needs to be simpli- <> ¥ - e

L o

ey

tonnes in 2022

«Growing exports will encourage
o oinave tr vaica nradiiction further.”
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‘Bangladesh boasts deéade-high apparel exports, |
now foresees compliance odds |

JASIM UDDIN consistently strong across the decade trajectory may be difficult to sustain
~ P ?1? :ﬁ*‘ T ik ﬁ:' .. with the exception of 2020 when the moving forward, as some potential
4 Bangladesh's apparel exports to both COVID-19 pandemic upended global adversities cast their shadows before.

the European Union (EU) and the United  economyand trade. Bangladesh Speaking to The Financial Express,

' RMG EXPORT
10 US, EU
 MARKETS

Preferential trade benefits under EU GSP Plus scheme,
post-LDC graduation, to come with ‘stringent compliance’

Industry leaders for shift from low-

manufacturing to high-value, design-

EPB plans exporters’ participation in 46 fairs, mostly in
new or emerging markets for market diversification

/A

cost, volume-driven
led sustainable production

States have recorded impressive growth

for over a decade now, consolidating the

country's position as a key global
supplier, but a rethink begins.

Insiders in the readymade garment
(RMG) warn that the future may not be
as bright, with new EU regulations,
shifting trade policies, and intensifying

global competition creating uncertainty.

The European Union, the largest overall
market for Bangladeshi apparel, showed
even stronger growth. Eurostat data
revealed that exports to EU-member
states jumped 58.45per cent from $11.53
billion in 2015 to $18.27 billion in 2024.
According to official data, Bangladesh's
RMG exports to the United States - the
country's single-largest export
destination - grew by 35.87per cent,
reaching $7.34 billion in 2024 from $5.4

recorded its highest-ever RMG exports
to both markets in 2022: $9.72 billion
to the US and $21.92 billion to the EU.

Us tariff helps, EU's
CSDDD, European
Green Deal, Digital
Product Passport may
hinder leaps: Industry
leaders

Industry leaders attribute the decade-
longupand up to competitive labour
costs, economies of scale, and the
increasing trust of global brands and
retailers in Bangladesh's tested

Mohammad Hatem, President of
Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BKMEA),
acknowledged the strong growth but
highlighted several looming challenges,
especially on the EU market.

"Qver the past decade, Bangladesh's
apparel exports to Europe and the
United States have grown steadily.
However, sustaining this momentum
will be increasingly challenging," he
said.

He points out that the European Unionis
rolling out several new regulatory
frameworks, including the Corporate
Sustainability Due Diligence Directive
(CSDDD), the European Green Deal ,and
the Digital Product Passport, which will
impose stricter requirements on
sustainability, labour rights, and

billion in 2015, as reported by the U.S. production capacity and compliance supply- chain transparency.
Office of Textiles and Apparel (OTEXA). standards.

The export performance was Yet, they caution that this upward

Focus on 8 potential sectors, alongside RMG, in govt drive for
exploring new destinations to boost national export earnings
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"These developments will have a direct and
far-reaching impact on Bangladesh's apparel
industry. European buyers will be legally
obligated to ensure their suppliers - including
| those in Bangladesh - comply with human
rights, environmental, and labour standards,"
says the export-industry's association leader.
In addition, Bangladesh's future access to
preferential trade benefits under the EU's GSP
| Plus scheme, post-LDC graduation, will come
with stringent compliance conditions related
to environmental and social governance.
Failing these must-dos could threaten duty~:
free access, reducing Bangladesh's price
competitiveness on its top market.

While the US market presents new
opportunities by default due to higher tariffs
imposed on Chinese and Indian apparel, it has
also triggered strategic shifts in other
countries. As production moves out of China
for the US market, Chinese and Indian
manufacturers are intensifying their presence
in the EU, increasing competition for
Bangladesh.

"Many of these countries are now actively
targeting the European market, which will
intensify competition," Mr. Hatem predicts.

1 Inresponse to these oncoming challenges,
industry leaders are calling for a shift from
low-cost, volume-driven manufacturing to
high-value, design-led and sustainable
production.

"Bangladesh can no longer afford to be seen
as just a low-cost manufacturing hub. We
must focus on sustainable production, labour
rights, and environmental responsibility to
retain buyer confidence," he alerts.

He suggests government policy supports like
tax incentives, green-investment facilitation,
and strong trade diplomacy with the EU to
deal with the perceived exigencies.

"We must act now. By preparing our industry
to meet the EU's evolving regulatory :
landscape and rising global competition, we
can turn these challenges into opportunities,"
he said.

While RMG exports have contributed over
80per cent of Bangladesh's total export
earnings, future growth will depend on how
quickly the sector can adapt.

Former BGMEA director Mohiuddin Rubel
echoes this sentiment, warning that any
disruption on the EU market could have
serious consequences. o
"We must focus on new markets, high-valu
products, and compliance-readiness. Global
trade dynamics are shifting rapidly," he told
The Financial Express.

Inamul Haq Khan, Senior Vice President of
BGMEA, also stresses Bangladesh's current
competitive advantage in labour costs and
established capacity and experience, but
acknowledges that maintaining this edge will
require innovation, upskilling, and
infrastructure development with the
government policy supports.

Talking to the FE writer, EPB's newly
appointed Vice-Chairman Mohammad Hasan
Arif said, "The government has entrusted me
with the responsibility of facilitating
exporters in diversifying their markets. The
government agency plans to support
exporters' participation in nearly 46 fairs
across various countries, most of which are in
new or emerging markets, with the aim of
market diversification.

The Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) is initially
focusing on eight potential sectors alongside
RMG to explore new destinations. "I hope to
achieve this goal with the support of all

. stakeholders, including government agencies

and the private sector." y
newsmanjasi@gmail.com
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