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E-COMMERCE CONSIGNN IMENT

BB eases ruucs to
promote small
exporters

FE REPORT

The central bank has doubled the permissible export limit that

can be made without a formal declaration, in a move aimed at

supporting small and digital exporters.

The Bangladesh Bank (BB) raised the declaration-free export

ceiling to US$1,000 or equivalent, up from the previous $500,

to promote cross-border e-commerce and low-value export

transactions.

Officials say the changes will make it easier for small traders

and online entrepreneurs to receive export proceeds securely
~ through formal channels.

The central bank announced the revised limit through a

notification issued on Wednesday.

On the same day, the BB also issued another circular expanding

the digital repatriation framework for export proceeds.

Under the new provisions, payments for shipments thatdo not
require an 'EXP Form' declaration can now be repatriated
through Mobile Financial Service Providers (MFSPs) and
Payment Service Providers (PSPs) licensed by the central bank.
Officials said the initiative will simplify the process of
receiving export earnings, particularly for small exporters and
online merchants handling low-value consignments.
Nominated banks have been instructed to facilitate such
transactions in line with the updated regulatory framework.
Previously, MFSPs and PSPs were only allowed to handle
repatriation of income from exports of IT-related services.
With the latest directive, their scope has been broadened to
include small-value physical goods exports as well.
Industry insiders have welcomed the move, describing itasa
significant step towards modernising export procedures,
empowering small and digital exporters, and enhancing the
flow offorgn currency through legitimate financial channels.

: srddiqnc.islam@gmml
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Expori declaration
threshold doubled
from $500 to
S1, 000

Small Uimds cxporto
allowed through
mobile, payment

service providers for

first time

Millions of potential
e-commerce, cottage

exporters expected
to benefit
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Second drone manuf';gmring -
project now at BEPZA EZ

The Bangladesh Export L.
Processing Zones Authority
(BEPZA) has approved another
milestone investment in high-
tech manufacturing,
welcoming AeroSynth Limited
to establish a drone
manufacturing facility at the
BEPZA Economic Zone (BEPZA
EZ) in Mirsharai, Chattogram,
reports BSS. g :
This will be the second drone . R Vi '
manufacturing project at the Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Authority (BEPZA) will establish adrone
BEPZAEZ. manufacturing facility at the BEPZA Economic Zone in Mirsharai, Chattogram. The

The lease agreement was lease agreement-was signed by Md Ashraful Kabir, Member (Investment Promotion) of
signed by Md Ashraful Kabir, BEPZA, and Hu Dandan, Authorised Representative of AeroSynth Limited, at the
Member (Investment BEPZA Complex in Dhaka on Wednesday. BEPZA Executive Chairman Major General
Promotion) of BEPZA, and Hu Mohammad Moazzem Hossain witnessed the signing ceremony.

Dandan, Authorised :

' - WErT.,

RO L T S,

Representative of AeroSynth The first drone manufacturing  investment destination for Preparing to commence
Limited, at the BEPZA projectat the BEPZAEZ, which  sucha high~-tech venture. He production soon, further
Complex in Dhakaon is already under reaffirmed BEPZA's expanding the zone's
Wednesday. implementation, focuses on commitment to providing industrial diversity.

BEPZA Executive Chairman proeducing drones for round-the-clock support to The signing ceremony was
Major General Mohammad agricultural pesticide spraying,  ensure seamless business attended by Abdullah Al
Moazzem Hossain witnessed firefighting, emergency operations. Mamun, Member

the signing ceremony. rescue, product delivery, As of September 2025, six (Engineering); AN M Foyzul
This Chinese owned company  cinematography, and companies at the BEPZA Haque, Member (Finance); Md
willinvest $ 3.5 million to mapping. Economic Zone have already Khorshid Alam, Executive
produce a variety of drones, Together, these projects started production and export Director (Enter“prise‘Services);
including toy drones, fishing represent BEPZA's continued while development work Lt Col Mohammad Arifur
‘drones, and drones for diversification into advanced continues. These operational Rahaman, Executive Director
delivering lightweight and future-oriented _ industries have created (Security); Samir Biswas,
products. The company aims industries, employment for nearly 4,000 Executive Director (Admin);
foran annual production In his remarks, the Executive workers and exported ASM Anwar Parvez, Executive
target of 150,000 units, Chairman thanked AeroSynth  products worth around$19.92  Director (Public Relations),
creating job opportunities for Limited for choosing BEPZA million, along with representatives of

70 Bangladeshi nationals. Economic Zone as the Several more companies are AeroSynth Limited.,
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‘Chinese drone maker
plans $3.5m factory
' at Bepza EZ

STAR BUSINESS DESK
AeroSynth Limited, a company based in
China, has announced plans to invest $3.5
million to set up a drone manufacturing
factory in the Bepza Economic Zone at
Mirsharai, Chattogram. .

The company plans to produce around
150,000 drones annually, including those
meant to be children’s toys, for fishing,
and for lightweight product delivery.
The project will create employment
opportunities for 70 people, according to

a press release.
Md  Ashraful Kabir, member
(investment  promotion)’ of the

Bangladesh Export Processing Zones
Authority (Bepza), and Hu Dandan, an
authorised representative of AeroSynth
Limited, signed an agreement in this
regard at the Bepza Complex in Dhaka
yesterday. ‘

Maj Gen Mohammad Moazzem
Hossain, executive chairman of
Bepza, thanked AeroSynth Limited for

choosing the Bepza Economic Zone to
make the investment in the high-tech
venture.

He reaffirmed Bepza's commitment
to provide round-the-clock support to
ensure smooth business operations.

This "will be the second drone
manufacturing project at the Bepza
Economic Zone.

The first project, which is already
under implementation, focuses
on producing drones for spraying
agricultural  pesticides, firefighting,
emergency rescue, product delivery,
cinematography, and mapping. :

As of September, six companies have
started manufacturing and exporting
goods from the Bepza Economic Zone.

These operational industries have
created jobs for nearly 4,000 workers
and exported goods worth around $19.92
million.

Several more companies are preparing
to initiate production processes soon, the
press release added.
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BGMEA urges
govt to sign
trade deals
with major
partners

'STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Garment manufacturers have urged
the government to pursue free trade
agreements and economic partnership
agreements with the European Union,
the UK, Japan, and Canada alongside
other potential trading partners.

The deals are required for retaining
preferential trade benefits once
Bangladesh attains the status graduation
from a least developed country (LDC) to
a developing one in November 2026, said
the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA).

The BGMEA leaders said this in
response to queries from a visiting
delegation of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) during a meeting at the
BGMEA office in Dhaka yesterday.

The leaders informed the IMF
delegation that the current BGMEA
board has already recommended that the

‘ government take several measures,

These include ensuring. an
uninterrupted supply of electricity
and gas to industries, improving port
efficiency, simplifying customs and
bond procedures, reducing interest .
rates to a single digit, and expediting
key infrastructure projects such as the
Dhaka-Chattogram Highway.

The IMF delegation met with BGMEA
President Mahmud Hasan Khan to
discuss Bangladesh’s preparedness for
_LDC graduation and other "economic
issues. '

They also discussed the potential
impact of US reciprocal tariffs on
garment exports, the implications of LDC
graduation, strategies for sustainable

industrial growth and diversification
into value-added products, and the
possible effects of the evolving global
economic landscape.

The BGMEA leaders highlighted
the industry’s contribution to
the national economy and shared
insights into various aspects of the
sector, according to a statement from
the association.

They outlined the industry’s
strategic vision, noting that it is
transitioning from a labour-intensive
model to a higher-value model driven
by innovation, value addition, and
technological advancement.

As part of this transformation, the
industry is focusing on expanding

wema aiter isa masm smndan fHhnn Aand
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Garment manufacturers have urged
the government to pursue free trade
agreements and economic partnership
agreements with the European Union,
the UK, Japan, and Canada alongside
other potential trading partners.

The deals are required for retaining
preferential trade benefits once
Bangladesh attains the status graduation
from a least developed country (LDC) to
a developing one in November 2026, said
the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA).

The BGMEA leaders said this in
response to queries from a visiting
delegation of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) during a meeting at the
BGMEA office in Dhaka yesterday.

The leaders informed the IMF
delegation that the current BGMEA
board has already recommended that the

' government take several measures.

These include ensuring. an
uninterrupted - supply of electricity
and gas to industries, improving port
efficiency, simplifying customs and

bond procedures, reducing interest .

rates to a single digit, and expediting
key infrastructure projects such as the
Dhaka-Chattogram Highway. ;

The IMF delegation met with BGMEA
President Mahmud Hasan Khan to
discuss Bangladesh’s preparedness for
_LDC graduation and other economic
issues. ‘

They also discussed  the potential
impact of US reciprocal tariffs on
garment exports, the implications of LDC
graduation, strategies for sustainable

industrial growth and diversification
into value-added products, and the
possible effects of the evolving globa
economic landscape. :

The BGMEA leaders highlighted
the industry’s contribution to
the national economy and shared
insights into various aspects of the
sector, according to a statement from
the association.

They outlined the industry’s
strategic vision, noting that it is
transitioning from a labour-intensive
model to a higher-value model driven
by innovation, value addition, and
technological advancement.

As part of this transformation, the
industry is focusing on expanding
its capacity in man-made fibre and
technical textile-based apparel, as
| well as improving workers’ skills.

Both parties also discussed
measures to reduce the cost of doing
business and improve the ease of
doing business in Bangladesh, the

BGMEA statement added.
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BB doubles limit

~ for export without
declaration to $1,000

E-COMMERCE - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

The Bangladesh Bank has doubled
the ceiling for exports that can be
made without declaration on an
EXP Form to $1,000 or equivalent,
up from the previous limit of $500.

The central bank ounced
the revision through a circular is-
sued yesterday, saying the move
aims to facilitate small-scale and e-
commerce exporters and promote
digital export transactions.

In a separate circular, the
Bangladesh Bank also expanded
the digital repatriation frame-
work. Under the new rules, ex-
port proceeds from shipments

not requiring an EXP declaration: .-

L

can now be repatriated through
Mobile Financial Service Provid-
ers (MFSPs) and Payment Service
Providers (PSPs) licensed by the
central bank.

This initiative is expected to
simplify the process of receiving
export payments, particularly for
small and online exporters dealing
in low-value consignments.

Nominated banks have been in-
structed to facilitate these transac-
tions in line with the terms outlined
in the regulatory framework.

Previously, MFSPs and PSPs
were authorised only to repatriate
income earned from IT and IT-en-
abled service exports. With the lat-
est directive, their scope has been
expanded to include small-value -
goods exports as welly e
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/—;ZleroSynth to establishg.? 5m
drone faczllty in Bepza EZ

2""‘-"""‘"
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Md Ashraful Kabir and Hu Dandan at the lease signing of AeroSynth Limited’s drone facility in the Bepza
Economic Zone, Dhaka, on 5 November. PHOTO: COURTESY

INVESTMENT - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

The Bangladesh Export Processing
Zones Authority (Bepza) has ap-
proved another landmark invest-
ment in high-tech manufacturing,
welcoming AeroSynth Limited to
establish a drone production facility
at the Bepza Economic Zone in Mir-
sharai, Chattogram. r

This marks the second drone
manufacturing project within the
zone,

The Chinese-owned company will
invest $3.5 million to produce a vari-
ety of drones, including toy drones,
fishing drones, and drones for light-
weight deliveries. The project aims

for an annual production of 150,000
units, creating employment opportu-
nities for 70 Bangladeshi nationals.
The first drone manufacturing
initiative at the Bepza Economic
Zone, already underway, focuses
on drones for agricultural pesticide
spraying, firefighting, emergency
rescue, product delivery, cinematog-
raphy, and mapping. Together, these
projects reflect Bepza’s continued
commitment to diversifying into ad-
vanced, future-oriented industries.
The lease agreement was signed
on 5 November at the Bepza Com-
plex, Dhaka, by Md Ashraful Kabir,
member (Investment Promotion) of
Bepza, and Hu Dandan, authorised
representative of AeroSynth Limited.

Bepza Executive Chairman Major

General Mohammad Moazzem Hos-
sain, witnessed the ceremony.

The Executive Chairman thanked
AeroSynth Limited for selecting the
Bepza Economic Zone for such a
high-tech venture and reaffirmed
Bepza’s commitment to providing
round-the-clock support to ensure
smooth business operations.

The signing ceremony was attend-
ed by Abdullah Al Mamun, member
(Engineering); ANM Foyzul Hagque,
member (Finance); Md Khorshid
Alam, executive director (Enterprise
Services); Lt Col Mohammad Arifur Ra-
haman, executive director (Security);
Samir Biswas, executive director (Ad-
min); ASM Anwar Parvez, executive
director (Public Relations), along with
representatives of AeroSynth Limited.




