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/ Uncertainties driving
“away RMG work orders

Business leaders say at a seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A portion of fresh apparel work orders are
moving from Bangladesh to other countries
because of political uncertainty and gas and
electricity supply crises, said a group of trade
body leaders and exporters yesterday.

“We are in a risky place,” said Showkat Aziz
Russell, president of the Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association (BTMA), at a seminar organised
by the Bangladesh Garment Buying House
Association (BGBA) on the current challengesin
the garment sector and the way forward.

He called on the interim government to hold

the election on time and to hand over power to
the elected government.
The inflow of work orders from international
_ clothing retailers and brands is slowing, he said.
" “But the data is being presented in the wrong
way -like the previous government did. The
current government is also not noticing the
problems like a blind person. It is a matter of
grief that the newly-elected BGMEA president
could not avail an appointment of the chief

adviser in 120 days.”
The members of the BTMA, the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers. and Exporters

Association (BGMEA), the Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BKMEA) and the BGBA have already invested
- $75 billion and account for 85 percent of the
total exports, he added. _

Because-of the gas crisis and three to four
hours load-shedding, factories cannot make
goods in timely manner, said Mohammed Zakir
Hossain, secretary general of BGBA.

“We are passing through a bad time because
of the current overall uncertain situation of the

country -- if those challenges are not resolved
soon, the crisis will only deepen further,” said
Mohammad Rashed, vice-president of BRMEA.

A portion of expected work orders are

shifting to other countries or taking longer to

finalise, said BGMEA Director Faisal Samad.

“The garment sector has turned into a crisis
management sector, as every day there is a new
crisis.”

“The current
government
is also not
noticing the
like

a blind person. .

It is a matter of -
grief that the newly-elected
BGMEA president could not
avail an appointment of the

chief adviser in 120 days.”
Showkat Aziz Russell, tofthe
Association

Bangladesh Textile

He and former BGMEA director Shovon
Islam criticised-the government for reducing
the signatories needed for forming a trade
union in factories from 50 to 20.

BNP Standing Committee Member Amir
Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury said if his party
comes to power, it will defer the LDC graduation
as the businesses need a lot of preparation for~
smooth graduation.



Govt to amend
Import policy to

facilitate exports

'CA office reports notable
progress in trade and
investment reforms

STAR BUSINESS REPOR

-----------------

The government has taken a series of measures to .

reform trade policy, modernise ports and facilitate
faster movement of goods, as well as develop
digital infrastructure to imprdve the investment
climate, according to a statement issued by the
Chief Adviser’s Office yesterday.

Of the steps, the commerce ministry would
amend the import policy order within two weeks,
removing quotas on importing raw materials free
of charge for fully export-oriented factories.

- At present, exporters can bring in up to half the
value of raw materials against confirmed export
orders without cost. Once the import policy
order is revised, they will be able to bring in raw
materials without any quota. e

“This reform is expected to significantly reduce
inventory costs and’ enhance competitiveness,”
the CA office said, adding that it could have a
substantial impact on exports.

“This reform is expected to

significantly reduce inventory costs

and enhance competitiveness,” the
: CA office said -

Md Mohiuddin Rubel, a former director of
the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA), said this décision
makes it much easier to handle smali, high-value,
and urgent fast-fashion orders. ---

“By eliminating in-house bottlenecks, we are
accelerating production “and reducing costs.
Foreign buyers who, supply ‘specialised raw
materials can now better maintain their required
quality, which speeds up order cycles,” said the
business leader.,

The CA 'office statement also highlighted
the launch of the Bangladesh Business Portal
in September as a unified online gateway for
investors. 7

The platform aims to combine 29 government
services into one system. Thus, it moves to
ensure data interoperability with the Bangladesh
Single Window (BSW), the Automated System
for Customs Data (ASYCUDA), which manages
international trade and transport operations, and
the Customs Bond Management System (CBMS).

The initiative aligns with Bangladesh’s broader
digital governance strategy and responds directly
to investor feedback, which calls for reduced
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processing times and
enhanced  transparency,
said the press release issued
after a meeting of the
investment coordination
committee chaired by
Lutfey Siddiqi, special
€nvoy on international
affairs to the chief adviser.
“We have a long way to
g0, but we are going there
with clear intent, rigour
and transparency,” Siddigi
said at the meeting.
Bangladesh Bank
Governor Ahsan H Mansur,
Faiz Ahmad  Taiyeb,
special assistant to the

chief adviser, Bangladesh

Investment Development
Authority (Bida) Executive

hairman Chowdhury
Ashik Mahmud Bin Harun,

National Board of Revenue -

(NBR) - Chairman Abdur

Rahman Khan, as well as' %

secretaries and business
representatives, were also
present.

-To ease congestion and
speed up cargo movement
at  Chattogram Port,
construction of the Laldia
yard and Taltala container
yard is underway, with the
latter’s  6.25-acre facility
expected to open soon,

To clear more than
6,000 containers currently

stuck at the port, auctions
have already been held for
403 containers. A seven-
member expert committee
is also working to establish
clear protocols for the
disposal of dangerous
goods.

The CA Office said new
scanner procurement
guidelines now allow
the port authority to
purchase scanners, using
specifications provided by
the NBR.

According - to  the
Statement, in response to
private sector requests,
the central bank has

]

enabled Real-Time Gross:
Settlement services at bank
branches near ports and is
working to ensure round-
the-clock - availability
to reflect the needs of
international trade.

“Bangladesh Bank is
developing full flowchart
documentation of payment
procedures for export and
import transactions, which
will be shared digitally to
clearly explain regulatory
steps,” it said.

According to the CA
office, the government has
also streamlined business
registration and licensing, -
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‘Airport fire causes huge intangible
loss to RMG exporters, say
industry leaders

APPAREL - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Orders being shifted
to other countries as
buyers’ confidence
shaken, buying house
association says

The country’s ready-made garment
(RMG) owners have expressed deep
concern that the recent fire at Dha-
ka’s Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport could lead to the loss of
export orders, further straining the
already struggling apparel sector,

- At a discussion titled “The Cur-
rent Crisis and Path to Recovery of
Bangladesh’s Ready-Made Garment
(RMG) Industry,” organised by the

A

Garment
owners fear
order losses
» They warnof | » 250 factories
reputational on the verge
damage

of closure

* National polls at earliest
demanded to conduct business

freely

Bangladesh Garment Buying House
Association in Dhaka yesterday,
industry leaders warned that the
incident had badly damaged Bang-
ladesh’s reputation as a reliable
sourcing destination.

Shawkat Aziz Russell, president
of the Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association (BTMA), said, “The
world will think twice before plac-

ing orders in a country where even
the international airport catches
fird. Factories are burning, homes
are bhurning - now the airport too.
The tangible loss is significant, but
the intangible loss is far greater,
though invisible to the eye.”

Referring to the worsening busi-
ness environment, he added, “Busi-
nesses are shutting down,. banks
are closing. Please, give us elec-
tions so that we can conduct busi-
ness freely.”

Concerns over de
buyer confidence
Mohammad Mofazzal Hosen Pabel,
president of the Garment Buying
House Association, said the airport
fire had shaken buyers’ confidence.
“Bangladesh’s apparel export in-
dustry is now under threat. Buyers
no longer trust that future orders
will be delivered on time, so they
are shifting

N O ETE W W AW rTe e

orders to other countries at higher prices,”
he said, adding that “around 250 factories
- . arealready on the verge of closure.”

- Faisal Samad, diréctor of the Ban-
gladesh Garment Manufacturers and
. Exporters Association (BGMEA), warned
~ that the loss of samples and accessories
in the airport fire could disrupt upcom-

ing business seasons. “If an: order’s

sample is destroyed, it may affect next

- season’s deals. A burnt accessory worth
only $2,000 might cost. us -a'$20,000
business opportunity,”he said.

" Hefurther complained that bureau-

L7 . cratic complications at the airport had

paralysed courier services, prevent-
. ing the smooth delivery of imported
. goods. “The BGMEA and the BKMEA
jointly arranged temporary tents with
financial assistance, but due to bu-
reaucratic'delays, couriers still cannot
place imported goods properly, lead-
ing to delivery failures,” Samad said.

« Industry under severe pressure
-Shovon ‘Islam, managing  director of
Sparrow Group, one .of Bangladesh’s
leading apparel exporters, said orders
had been declining for the past three
" months without any policy support from
the government. “The situation is worse
‘than during Covid-19,” he said, noting
that several factories had been classified

as defaulters after failing to repay loans.

He also criticised the government’s
" move to allow the formation of trade
unions with as few as 20 workers, say-

' 4

ing such a measure would be disas-
trous for the industry.

Former commerce minister and BNP
standing committee member Amir Khas-
ru Mahmud Chowdhury, who attended
the event as chief guest, said Bangla-
desh’s business environment suffers
from “overregulation,” which increases
‘operational costs, “If the BNP returns to
power, we will move towards deregula-
tion, even if it is painful,” he said.

Chief adviser’s press
secretary slammed
In a separate, sharp rebuke, Shawkat
Aziz Russell strongly - criticised
- Shafiqul Alam, the chief adviser’s
press secretary, describing his public
statements as “talking like a lunatic.”
The BTMA president questioned the
- competence of government appoint-
ments, stating, “If the right person
does not go to the right place, the right
decision will not be made.” He backed
the recent complaint made by the BG-
MEA president, who has struggled to
secure a meeting with the chief advis-
er, asking: “It is a matter of great sad-
ness that the BGMEA president has not
yet secured a meeting with the chief
adviser. Then why did you (the chief
adviser) take on this responsibility?”
Russell directly addressed the press
secretary, stating, “We are all dying, fac-
tories are closing, people are losing their
jobs... Do you not see this?” He then
reiterated his demand for an election to
rescue the country from the crisis.
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