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. From fuels to fruits, imports
slump on depressed demand

IMPORT - CHATTOGRAM

Chittagong, said the growth rate of

SIGNS OF SLOWDOWN

the economy has not increased. As
SHAHADAT HOSSAIN CHOWDHURY

a result, imports of fuel oil, clinker

and fruit have declined.
Imports of some of Bangladesh’s KEY | ™ Diesel: 2794 | ® Furnace oil: " Petroleum oils: 1419 lakh tonnes (416.75%) “There are several other factors
highest revenue-generating goods — IMPORTS lakh tonnes 18.80 lakh 'y T T as well. However, if imports are
from diesel and furnace ol to clink- DOWNIN | (21:65%) tonnes Dieselusedown  LNG use rising BPC faces falling because of a slump in in-
er and fruits — dropped significantly (410.22%) as plants shut in transport payment delays vestment, that is not a good sign,”
in the just-concluded fiscal year FY25

2024-25, according to Chattogram

he told The Business Standard.
Custom House data.

. Clinker: 1,617 lakh tonnes (42.48%) Dollaxcrlsis,polkyptem
This is more than a statistical y stall fuel imports

blip. It is a symptom of underlying | | Slower mega projects

economic distress.

Bangladesh imports several fuel
products including high-speed

diesel, furnace oil, petroleum oils,

Chattogram port, which han-
dles nearly 9o% of the country’s

Unused imports piling up

imports, saw not only a decline in
consumables but also in capital ma-
chinery, iron, steel, and other base

Big contractors inactive post-election

and oils from bituminous minerals
or crude.

These fuels are vital for electric-

B " Apple: 1.39 " Mandarin: 53,220 ity generation, fertiliser production,

metals — items essenﬁ;l foxi produc- lakh tonnes tonnes (¥22.76%) transport, and agriculture. Most im-

tion, infrastructure development, +11.27% : ports are handled by the Bangladesh

and future investments. ¢ ) Fruits now considered petroleum Corporation (BPQ.
Industry insiders point to de- luxury items!

pressed demand, soaring letters of
credit (LO margins, elevated du-
ties, and a prolonged dollar crisis
that continues to dent business
confidence.

This decline comes even as

’ ® Although Ctg captive power plants shutting down,
Chattogram Custom House report- ' customs revenue up 9.7% to increased use of liquefied natural gas
ed record revenue of Tk75,432 crore TK75,432cr, broader signals are: in transport, falling demand, and the
in FY25, up from Tké8,755 crore in 4 : e takaB;c demmiﬂdals. :
the previous year. < - ol S| g on com-
!rul behin‘é the numbers lies a 2 »Demand ' “»:LC marginsy > Reduced dition of anonymity, also cited re-
telling shift: growth is coming less &! weakened dollarcrisis purcha;ing Source: Custom duced fuel consumption and dollar
from import volumes and more ’\- across squeezed power due to House, Chattogram scarcity. At the beginning of FYas,
from higher duties imposed on o sectors trade inflation banks were unablé to meet BPC's
fewer goods. % % dollar needs, delaying payments
Moinul Islam, former president ‘3 to‘ suppliers and straining relations
of the Bangladesh Economic As- £ 000 with foreign oil companies.
sociation and former professor g il

of economics at the University of

Mandarins, grapes
see duty hikes

Traders exiting
market

In FY2s, diesel imports dropped
21.65%, furnace oil by 10.22%, and
petroleum oils by 16.75%, com-
pared to the previous fiscal year.

According to BPC sources, the
decline stems from several factors:

High-speed diesel was the single
largest source of | SEE PAGE2 COL 4
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fall | 3,

akh tonnes

ple imports
o
n from 17.05 lakh
akh tonnes or 16.75%.

sharp hik

Over the

chinery impor
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