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BGMEA urges immediate
inspection .of factories

FE REPORT

The Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA) has
advised its members to immediately
inspect their factory buildings for any
structural flaws following Friday's
earthquake, warning of possible
aftershocks and urging factories to
strengthen safety systems.

In a notification issued on Saturday, the
apparel apex body said that after any
major earthquake, there remains a
significant risk of large aftershocks,
which can pose serious threats to life
and property. "Therefore, it is very
important for us to be alert in this
regard," the BGMEA cautioned.

Since a large number of employees work
in garment factories, it is very important
to strengthen the structural safety of

-

factory buildings, the BGMEA suggested.

There are many types of machines in
factory buildings that generate
continuous vibrations while some
sensitive places inside the units like
elevators, boilers, generators, sub-
stations, if damaged, can cause serious
accidents at any time, it said.

As aresult, a large number of workers

may be injured, the BGMEA said,
recommending immediate inspection of
factories by structural or civil engineer
to assess buildings for any cracks or
other structural flaws to protect the
buildings from-aftershock or subsequent
earthquake damage. It also advised
inspecting elevators, boiler rooms,
generator rooms, sub-stations by
qualified engineers.

An earthquake, measuring 5.7 on the
Richter scale, shook Bangladesh on
Friday morning (November 21) that left
around a dozen people dead and scores
injured. The country experienced
another earthquake on Saturday
evening at around 6:06 pm with 3.7

magnitude on the Richter scale after  ~

another tremor was felt at 10:36 am,
measuring 3.3 on the Richter scale. ;
Munni fe@yﬂhop' co
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'RFL begins exporting Bangladeshi-
made toys to US

BUSINESS - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

RFL has begun exporting toys to.the United
States, marking a significant step in ex-
panding Bangladesh’s footprint in the glob-
al toy market.

The first consignment was dispatched
from the RFL Group factory in Palash, Nars-
ingdi, according to a press release issued on
22 November.

RFL toys are currently exported to ten
countries, including Italy, Saudi Arabia,
India, and Nepal. The company says its

growing presence abroad reflects rising
confidence among international buyers in
the safety and quality of Bangladeshi-man-
ufactured toys.

Kamruzzaman Kamal, marketing direc-
tor of PRAN-RFL Group, said the launch of
toy exports to the United States represents
an important milestone. “We are constantly
working to showcase Bangladesh’s poten-
tial in the global market. The confidence of
foreign buyers is increasing rapidly as our
toys are safe for children and manufactured
to world-class standards.” he said.

He added that the company has orders
worth $10 million, of which $5 million

worth of toys have already been exported,
and the remaining $5 million will be ex-
ported soon.

“The toy market in Bangladesh was pre-
viously import-dependent, but now we are
becoming self-sufficient. RFL has started
exporting toys in the baby sports category
to the US market. We hope to add more
countries in the future.”

RFL Group began manufacturing and
marketing toys in 2015. Under its “Play-
time” brand, it now produces a wide range
of products including educational toys, re-
chargeable cars, tricycles, rockers, slidets, :

and toys in the baby sports category.
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