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Role of Youth Volunteers

Md. Moazzem Hossain

Prelude

Youth volunteering is viewed as providing an important experience for young people to engage
with their communities and the issues they care about while enhancing their personal development.
Learning to lead through volunteering often creates a pathway to employability and social
entrepreneurial activities. Young volunteers are increasingly vocal in what they think about the
world and how they want things to change. It is an important priority to channel the energy, passion,
and commitment of young volunteers into leadership roles to sustain and grow the volunteer effort.
A youth with good health and high education having a strong and positive mentality may be the best
bolstering in the way of volunteerism. However, youth volunteers in a particular community can
play a vital role in accelerating continuous development and progress of the country. They have
different roles to play based on the country’s visions, SDG, and other national plans and documents,
and henceforth they can render the activities outlined and focused below.

Building networking

Youth volunteering organizations or clubs can build networking among themselves while
rendering humanitarian activities in a certain geographical location or their own community.
Then it would be easier and better for them to exchange views and expertise in time of operating
activities. They may share ideas and expertise as and when they face any sort of limitations or
challenges.

Find out gaps of development

Youth volunteers 1f they want can find out the gaps or inconsistencies of development in the
community and can do research work for empirical development through catering
recommendations giving out the insights.

Focus on Government priorities

Youth volunteering organizations can work with the government works that are of high priority
for overall development, for instance, women empowerment, habitations for landless people i.e
Ashrayon Project, electricity for all, social safety network program, community clinic and child
development, investment enhancement, rural saving bank, reservation of environment, education
facilitating, safe drinking water. renewable energy, digital Bangladesh and building of smart
Bangladesh etc.

Awareness campaign

Youth volunteering clubs or organizations can play a significant role against social ills or social
superstitions raising social awareness like dowry, drug abuse and drug trafficking, human
trafficking, child labor, early marriage, eve-teasing, gender disparity and violence, environmental
pollution, food adulteration, depletion of forests, unwise throwing of polythene in the roadside
and drain, dumping garbage and litter in the canal, river and sea, and what not. The youth
volunteers can also come forward to be a great help in eliminating poverty, hunger,
unemployment, illiteracy, and healthcare for the pauper and poor. Provide TVET skills and
knowledge for the disadvantaged and the vulnerable.
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Gender mainstreaming

We, the people living on earth, cannot think of our sustainable and uniform development without
gender mainstreaming. Women make up of more than half of our total population whose
participation in the economy is crucial to navigate the journey of development. To execute the
gender mainstreaming youth can play roles as vanguard in the rapid changing society so as to
uphold their rights and responsibilities.

Run career counseling and launching of TVET

The volunteer youth organizations in their communities can provide skills and knowledge for
career counseling to the youths longing for job and/ or developing entrepreneurship. They can
teach and share the unique idea on writing CV in relation to access competitive job market. In
order to alleviate poverty youth volunteerism can promote TVET skills and knowledge to the
disadvantaged people for their livelihood.

Humanitarian Services

Youth in line with volunteerism can serve for humanity like supplying food, drinks, books,
clothes, medicine and sanitation, PPE to protect against viruses for distressed people. Volunteer
youth organizations can also provide mental health support apart from counseling them.

Role to combat Climate change/ Global warming

Youth volunteerism in the field of global warming /climate change is a buzzword across the
globe. Lots of contributions may launch in this arena through doing work and creating awareness
among people.

Like other vulnerable countries in terms of climate change our beloved country Bangladesh is
under great threat of climate change and consequently the Southern coastal part of the country
will go down to the Sea-water. Youth volunteer organization can take special steps for planting
trees, make aware of the devastating effect of climate change. Moreover, they can provide
livelihood skills for their survival.

Conclusion

We can, in fine, say that volunteer youth clubs/organizations can have a wide range of fields
where they can play their pragmatic and useful role in mitigating the sufferings and pains of the
vulnerable and the disadvantaged people to boost sustainable and resilient development in the
country. They can also work for utilizing the Demographic Dividend. The work of the youth
volunteers should be impartial, imperative, and liberal to achieve overall development instead of
gaining the narrow interests of a vested group. In society, we can no way to deny or refuse the
contributions of the vouth volunteers rendering in almost every sphere of life. They need to have
appropriate skills, knowledge, experience, and education along with good health and wealth apart
from maintaining coordination and liaison with the local administration as a whole. Last but not
least, National Youth Development Institute located at Savar in Dhaka under the Ministry of
Youth and Sports can provide the youth volunteers in terms of diploma courses, Ph. D, and
necessary skills in this regard.

Deputy Director, Department of Youth Development, Cox’s Bazar
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