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PREFACE

A study on the situation of the urban poor in
Dacca city was undertaken by the Department of
Social Welfare. The survey conducted through the
UCD project was one of the major programme
contents of the Fortnight Observance of Social
Welfare in Dacca city, held in 1980. Different
research groups conducted survey in Dacca city
from time to time, but the present survey
work may be said to have a speciality of its own
because of the personnel involved. The enumera-
tors/interviewers were the representatives/members
of Social Welfare Agencies who conducted the
survey of their own area, with genuine ardour and
sympathy. They deserve special appreciation and
thanks for their co-operation. The Department
expresses its pleasure on being offered the opportu-
nity of conducting a study on a critical and large
population group such as the urban poor who are
not receiving the desired attention and services
they deserve. In a work of such a magnitude as
the present study, the Department expresses its
indebtedness to many organisations, officials and
individuals who had assisted it in one way or the
other. We express our gratitude to them all.
We particularly record our thanks to Mr. A.B.S.
Safdar, Secretary, Ministry of Manpower Develop-
ment and Social Welfare for his keen interest im
such studies in the field of Community Develop-
ment both Rural and Urban. We would like to
express our deep gratitude to the Director,
Mr. A.S.A Nur for his guidance and encouragement,
without which this report could not be brought to

light.

We remain evergrateful to the people and to
the communities and their leaders for their kind
co-operation during the field survey. We also













Introduction :

Bangladesh though largely a rural society yetthe urban
population that comprises a bulk of 10 percent of the total
population as per last census report, counts a significant
number of about 85.00 lakhs. Dacca city the country Capital
herself accommodates 25,00,000 i.e. almost, one-third of the
total number of urban population. It is quite discernible
that the figure ont-numbers the capacity and strength in respect
of the geographical area and size of this city. The present
population of Dacca comprises a heterogenous society, people
coming from all walks of life and from all districts of
Bangladesh.

Therefore, the new comers and resettlers by far out-numbers
the original Daccaites, whose culture, way of life, livingearnings
differ from that of the non-Daccaites.

Background :

Dacca city the state Capital of Bangladesh bears a traditional
heritage of the Great Moghul Empire. Bedecked with the
Badshahi Mosques, the historical Lalbagh fort, and the tombs
of the Royal families a masterpiece of Moghul Architecture,
Dacca once named after the son of Akbar the Great as Jahan-
gir Nagar, was the seat of contemporary art and literature,
Able rulers of the Moghul Dynasty like Shaista Khan made the
province aftfluent in Agriculture, living very copious and City
life well secured. City during that period was the abode of
people, who commanded wealth, dignity and social prestige.
As a result limited number of people marked as cream of the
society who inhabited the city made contributions to retain the
beauty and security of the city for its dwellers.

The present century brought about significant changes along
with the change in governmental machineries and the sovereignty
of the State. During British reign Dacca the 2nd biggest city of
the then Bengal province was world famous for the production
of ‘Muslin fabric’, The Artisans of this rare products who
dwelled in this city were treated brutally by the British rulers
leaving behind a black chapter of the white people’s atrocity,
right in the heart of the city, They were made crippled by
cutting off their thumbs of both the hands, rendering them,
unproductive, miserable and useless for the rest of their lives.
With the dawn of Pakistan regime Dacca city witnessed the
influx of refugees from India, uprooted from their ancestral
home ; thousands of families started pouring into Dacca
with collossal problems of economical, psychological, physical
and environmental adjustments, i
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uphold the security of the people and the citizens right. The
Ministry of Local Government through agencies like Munici-
pality provides utility services and facilities for a town dwellers,
The Power Development Board and WASA take care for the
supply of electricity, water and sewerage maintenance, Ministry
of Local Government, Ministry of Power and Natural Resources,
Education, Public Works, Urban Development, etc. provide
services in respect of town facilities, electric and water supply,
sewerage maintenance, housing and shelter, education and health.
Besides, various other Ministries are functioning in different
areas related to the urban people.

Despite so many government agencies functioning in their
respective areas, the bastee-dwellers in Dacca city do not receive
adequate attention and services as deserved. The vacuum thus
caused by such deprivation of social justice, push back their
hopes and aspirations and thwart their potentalities. As a
result the prospective force of the country becomes a liability to
the government. Developing and harnessing human qualities
into active energy force for productive purposes is essentially
the greatest factor involved in the economic development of the
country. Urban Community Development Programme of the
Department of Social Welfare that emerged in the late 50’s is
geared towards, the activities for developing services and pro-
grammes for the less priviledged group of urban people. The
target group thus through the process of Urban Community
Development could be assisted to utilize the services aimed
towards better living.

Methodology : P

Considering the multifarious nature and the magnitude of
problems faced by the Slum population of Dacca city, the
community based programme of the Department of Social Wel-
fare is divided into 6 demarcated areas under the name of
Urban Community Development Project. These 6 UCD Project
of Dacca city covers the whole 50 ward areas under the Dacca
Municipal Corporation and 8—10 Municipal wards are covered
under the operational jurisdiction of each UCD project.
Around 4-25 lakh, population fall under each UCD unit,
Each unit is based as an area sample survey. The survey is
conducted in 500 households in each unit. Selected bastees
were designed for this survey, and a two part schedule was
used by the investigators for collecting required information of
which one was designed for family and the other for the
Mahallah Level workers. The investigators/interviewers were,
the members and volunteers of the local social welfare agencies
who were familiar with the area and the people.
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