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Òwek¦ †gavm¤ú` w`emÓ cÖwZ eQi 26 GwcÖj cvwjZ nq, hv mviv we‡k¦ D™¢veb, m„RbkxjZv Ges †gavm¤ú‡`i ¸iæZ¡‡K 
Zy‡j a‡i| G eQ‡ii cÖwZcv`¨ welq ÒIP and the SDGs: Building our common future with innovation and 
creativityÓ evsjv‡`‡ki †cÖ¶vc‡U we‡klfv‡e Zvrch©c~Y©| evsjv‡`k eZ©gv‡b RvwZms‡Ni †UKmB Dbœqb j¶¨gvÎv 
(SDGs) AR©‡bi c‡_ GKwU ¸iæZ¡c~Y© av‡c i‡q‡Q| GB DËiY cÖwµqvq †gavm¤ú` e¨e¯’vi mwVK e¨envi evsjv‡`‡ki 
Dbœqb‡K Z¡ivwš^Z Ki‡Z cv‡i|

‡`‡ki A_©‰bwZK, mvgvwRK I mvs¯‹…wZK Dbœq‡b †gavm¤ú‡`i h_vh_ e¨env‡ii j‡¶¨ eZ©gvb miKvi bvbvgyLx c`‡¶c 
MÖnY I ev¯Íevqb Ki‡Q| evsjv‡`k †c‡U›U AvBb, 2023 ev¯Íevq‡b P~ovšÍ †M‡RU cÖKvk, AvB‡bi Bswjk fvm©b I 
wewagvjv cÖYq‡bi KvR Pjgvb| evsjv‡`k wkí bKkv AvBb, 2023 Gi Lmov wewagvjv cÖYq‡bi KvR B‡Zvg‡a¨ m¤úbœ 
n‡q‡Q Ges Lmov wewagvjv Aby‡gv`‡bi cieZ©x Kvh©µg Pjgvb| †UªWgvK© AvBb, 2009 Gi ms‡kvwaZ Lmov hvPvB 
evQvB Pj‡Q| †fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK cY¨ (wbeÜb I myi¶v) AvBb, 2013 I Gi wewagvjvi Av‡jv‡K 43wU †fŠ‡MvwjK 
wb‡`©kK c‡Y¨i wbeÜb mb` cÖ`vb Kiv n‡q‡Q| Z¤§‡a¨ evsjv‡`k Rvg`vwb, evsjv‡`k Bwjk, XvKvB gmwjb, e¸ovi 
`B, bv‡Uv‡ii KvPv †Mvjøv, UvsMvB‡ji PgPg, †kicy‡ii Zyjkxgvjv avb, PvcvBbeveM‡Äi Avwk¦bv Avg, PvcvBbeveM‡Äi 
j¨vsov Avg, iscy‡ii nvwofvOv Avg, gy³vMvQvi gÛv, biwms`xi Ag„ZmvMi Kjv, †gŠjfxevRv‡ii AvMi AvZi, 
UvsMvB‡ji kvwo I biwms`xi jUKb D‡jøL‡hvM¨| Av‡iv 39 wU †fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK cY¨ wbeÜ‡bi Rb¨ cÖwµqvaxb 
i‡q‡Q| 

‡`‡ki e„nr, gvSvwi I ¶y`ª wk‡íi D‡`¨v³v Ges D™¢veKMY hv‡Z Zv‡`i D™¢vebx Kvh©µgmg~n I Gi AwaKvi msi¶Y 
Ki‡Z cv‡ib †m wel‡q h_vh_ c`‡¶c MÖnY Kiv n‡q‡Q| †c‡U›U, wkí-bKkv I †UªWgvK©m Awa`ßi (wWwcwWwU) †`‡ki 
†gavm¤ú` myi¶vq wbijmfv‡e KvR K‡i hv‡”Q|

Avwg Avkv Kwi M‡elYv, D™¢veb I m„RbkxjZvi weKvk Z_v c‡Y¨i eª¨vwÛs-G †`‡ki M‡elK, D™¢veK I e¨emvqx mgvR 
Av‡iv GwM‡q Avm‡e| M‡elK, cÖhyw³we`, wkícwZ, e¨emvqx I D‡`¨v³v‡`i cÖwZ AvnŸvb RvbvB †gavm¤ú`  cwiPh©v 
Kiæb, RvZxq Dbœq‡bi Askx`vi †nvb| 

Avwg Ôwek¦ †gavm¤ú` w`em-2024Õ Dcj‡¶¨ wWwcwWwU KZ©…K m¨y‡fwbi cÖKv‡ki mdjZv Kvgbv KiwQ|

Avw`jyi ingvb Lvb
Dc‡`óv

wkí gš¿Yvjq
MYcÖRvZš¿x evsjv‡`k miKvi

Avw`jyi ingvb Lvb





eZ©gvb mg‡qi Av_©-mvgvwRK I Dbœqbg~jK P¨v‡jÄ¸‡jv‡K †gvKvwejv Ki‡Z Ges RvwZmsN KZ©…K wba©vwiZ †UKmB 
Dbœqb j¶¨gvÎv (SDGs) AR©‡b †gavm¤ú‡`i ¸iæZ¡ Acwimxg| Ôwek¦ †gavm¤ú` w`emÕ-G Gev‡ii cÖwZcv`¨ ÒIP and the 
SDGs: Building our common future with innovation and creativityÓ evsjv‡`‡ki †cÖ¶vc‡U AZ¨šÍ Zvrch©c~Y©, 
we‡kl K‡i RvwZms‡Ni †UKmB Dbœqb j¶¨gvÎv (SDGs) AR©‡b| 

`vwi`ª¨ Ges ÿzav †_‡K ïiæ K‡i ¯^v¯’¨, wk¶v, weï× cvwb Ges cwi‡ek mewKQyB GmwWwRi 17 wU j‡¶¨i AvIZvq c‡o 
hv Avgv‡`i‡K GKwU †UKmB fwel¨r M‡o †Zvjvi w`‡K cwiPvwjZ K‡i| AvR‡Ki `ªæZ weKwkZ we‡k¦ GmwWwR‡K GwM‡q 
†bqvi j‡¶¨ †gavm¤ú‡`i ¸iæZ¡‡K Abyaveb Ki‡Z n‡e| KviY D™¢ve‡bi Rb¨ eyw×e„wËK m¤ú` AbyNUK wn‡m‡e KvR 
K‡i, D™¢veK‡`i AwaKvi i¶v Kivi cvkvcvwk cÖwZ‡hvwMZvg~jK cwi‡ek‡K DrmvwnZ K‡i| ZvQvov D™¢veK Ges 
ms¯’v¸wj‡K m„wói AwaKvi cÖ`vb K‡i, cÖhyw³‡Z AMÖmi n‡Z DrmvwnZ K‡i| djkÖæwZ‡Z GmwWwR ev¯Íevq‡bi c_ myMg 
nq| eyw×e„wËK m¤ú` A_©‰bwZK cvkvcvwk GmwWwR-‡Z ewY©Z ¯^v¯’¨‡mev I cwi‡ekMZ SyuwKi P¨v‡jÄ †gvKv‡ejv mnvqK 
f‚wgKv iv‡L| 

bZzb D™¢veb I m„wókxjZvi cÖKvkB †gavm¤ú`, Avi G D™¢veb I m„wókxjZv‡K DrmvwnZ Kivi mv‡_ A_©‰bwZK Dbœq‡bi 
m¤úK© AZ¨šÍ Mfxi| RvwZ wn‡m‡e Avgiv hZ †ewk Ávb wfwËK D™¢veb I m„wókxjZv‡K Kv‡R jvMve ZZ †ewk mg„w×i 
w`‡K AMÖmi n‡ev| 

cwi‡k‡l Ôwek¦ †gavm¤ú` w`em-2024Õ Dcj‡¶¨ wWwcwWwU KZ©…K my¨‡fwbi cÖKvkbvi mv‡_ m¤ú„³ mKj‡K Avwg ab¨ev` 
Rvbvw”Q|

RvwKqv myjZvbv
wmwbqi mwPe
wkí gš¿Yvjq

MYcÖRvZš¿x evsjv‡`k miKvi

RvwKqv myjZvbv 
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GKwesk kZvãxi P¨v‡jÄ †gvKv‡ejv Ges ÁvbwfwËK mgvR M‡o †Zvjvi †¶‡Î †gavm¤ú‡`i f~wgKv Acwimxg| wek¦e¨vcx 
†gavm¤ú‡`i ¸iæZ¡ m¤ú‡K© Rbm‡PZbZv e„w×i j‡¶¨ 26‡k GwcÖj Ôwek¦ †gavm¤ú` w`emÕ wn‡m‡e cvjb n‡q _v‡K| G 
Dcj‡¶ †c‡U›U, wkí-bKkv I †UªWgvK©m Awa`ßi cÖwZ eQi GKwU AvKl©Yxq m¨~‡fwbi cÖKvk K‡i _v‡K| Gev‡ii G 
w`e‡mi cÖwZcv`¨ ÒIP and the SDGs: Building our common future with innovation and creativityÓ.

GmwWwR ev †UKmB Dbœqb j¶¨gvÎv¸‡jv gvbeRvwZi kvwšÍ, mg„w× Ges Avgv‡`i MÖ‡ni myi¶vi Rb¨ GKwU we¯Í…Z 
cwiKíbv| eZ©gvb ˆewk¦K P¨v‡jÄ¸‡jv †hgb eûgyLx I RwUj, †ZgbB GmwWwRi 17wU j¶¨ ci¯ú‡ii mv‡_ Mfxifv‡e 
m¤úwK©Z| GKwU j‡¶¨i †¶‡Î M„nxZ c`‡¶c Ab¨ j‡¶¨i djvdj‡K cÖfvweZ K‡i| ZvB Dbœqb cÖ‡Póvq mvgvwRK, 
A_©‰bwZK Ges cwi‡ekMZ ¯’vwq‡Z¡i g‡a¨ fvimvg¨ eRvq ivLv AZ¨šÍ ¸iæZ¡c~Y©| Avgv‡`i †h Mfxi Ges RwUj 
P¨v‡jÄ¸‡jvi m¤§yLxb n‡Z n‡”Q, Zv †gvKv‡ejv Kivi Rb¨ GLbB c`‡¶c wb‡Z n‡e| cÖ‡Z¨‡Ki Rb¨ †UKmB fwel¨Z 
AR©‡b Avgv‡`i `¶Zv Ges †gavm¤ú`‡K m‡e©v”Pfv‡e Kv‡R jvMv‡Z n‡e|

2024 mv‡ji Ôwek¦ †gavm¤ú` w`emÕ Gi cÖwZcv`¨ Avgv‡`i g‡b Kwi‡q †`q D™¢veb Ges m„RbkxjZv †Kej A_©‰bwZK 
Dbœqb bq, eis †UKmB Dbœqb j¶¨gvÎv¸‡jv (GmwWwR) AR©‡b ¸iæZ¡c~Y© f~wgKv cvjb K‡i| eZ©gv‡b †c‡U›U, 
wkí-bKkv, †UªWgvK©m Ges †fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK cY¨mg~‡ni †gavm¤ú` myi¶vq GB Awa`ßi wbijmfv‡e KvR K‡i 
hv‡”Q| G ch©šÍ 43wU cY¨‡K †fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK c‡Y¨i ¯^xK…wZ cÖ`vb Kiv nq Ges Gi gva¨‡g evsjv‡`wk cY¨ ˆewk¦K 
evRv‡i cwiwPwZ jvf Ki‡Q| Gme c`‡¶‡ci gva¨‡g AwP‡iB †c‡U›U, wkí-bKkv I †UªWgvK©m Awa`ßi AvšÍR©vwZK 
gvbm¤úbœ GKwU †gavm¤ú` Awd‡m iƒcvšÍwiZ n‡e e‡j Avkv Kiv hv‡”Q|

cwi‡k‡l Avwg Ôwek¦ †gavm¤ú` w`em 2024Õ Dcj‡¶¨ m¨y‡fwbi cÖKv‡ki mvwe©K mvdj¨ Kvgbv KiwQ|

†gvt gywbg nvmvb
gnvcwiPvjK (AwZwi³ mwPe)

†c‡U›U, wkí-bKkv I †UªWgvK©m Awa`ßi
wkí gš¿Yvjq

MYcÖRvZš¿x evsjv‡`k miKvi

†gvt gywbg nvmvb
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m¤úv`Kxq

wek¦Ry‡o cÖwZ eQi 26 GwcÖj Ôwek¦ †gavm¤ú` w`emÕ D`hvwcZ nq, hvi j¶¨ †gavm¤ú‡`i ¸iæZ¡ Zy‡j aiv Ges D™¢veb 
I m„RbkxjZvi m¤¢vebv‡K ¯^xK…wZ cÖ`vb| G eQi w`emwUi cÖwZcv`¨ welq  ÒIP and the SDGs: Building our common 
future with innovation and creativityÓ AZ¨šÍ mg‡qvc‡hvMx| evsjv‡`‡ki Rb¨ GB w_gwU we‡kl Zvrch©c~Y©, †Kbbv 
†`kwU `ªæZZvi m‡½ ¯^‡ívbœZ †`k †_‡K Dbœqbkxj †`‡ki KvZv‡i DËi‡Yi c‡_ i‡q‡Q|

†UKmB Dbœqb j¶¨gvÎv (SDGs) wek¦e¨vcx GKwU Dbœqb KvVv‡gv wn‡m‡e KvR Ki‡Q, hv 2030 mv‡ji g‡a¨ GKwU DËg 
I mgZvc~Y© c„w_ex M‡o †Zvjvi j‡¶¨ ¯’vwcZ n‡q‡Q| D™¢veb I m„RbkxjZvi gva¨‡g GB j¶¨¸‡jv AR©‡b †gavm¤ú‡`i 
mwVK e¨e¯’vcbv I myi¶v AZ¨šÍ ̧ iæZ¡c~Y©| evsjv‡`‡ki †¶‡Î, D™¢vebx cÖ‡Póv, bZyb cÖhyw³i D™¢veb Ges m„Rbkxj wk‡í 
wewb‡qvMB n‡Z cv‡i fwel¨‡Zi mg„w×i wfwË|

†c‡U›U, †UªWgvK©, wWRvBb Ges KwcivB‡Ui g‡Zv †gav¯^Z¡ myi¶v I Kvh©Ki Kivi gva¨‡g D‡`¨v³v I D™¢veK‡`i 
m„RbkxjZv I D™¢vebx kw³‡K DÏxß K‡i †`‡ki A_©‰bwZK cÖe„w×‡Z Ae`vb ivLv m¤¢e| evsjv‡`‡ki A_©bxwZ ˆewk¦K 
evRv‡i w`b w`b AviI cÖwZ‡hvwMZvg~jK n‡q DV‡Q| G mg‡q †gavm¤ú` myi¶vi gva¨‡g †`kxq D™¢veb I m„RbkxjZv‡K 
myi¶v cÖ`vb Kiv Ges AvšÍR©vwZK evRv‡i †UKmB cÖe„w× AR©b wbwðZ Kiv Avgv‡`i Rb¨ AZ¨vek¨K|

Ôwek¦ †gavm¤ú` w`emÕ Gi G eQ‡ii cÖwZcv`¨ †hgb bZyb m¤¢vebvi Øvi D‡b¥vPb K‡i, †Zgwb GwU Avgv‡`i †gavm¤ú‡`i 
h_vh_ e¨e¯’vcbvi gva¨‡g †`‡ki fwel¨r mg„w× wbwðZ Kivi GK kw³kvjx evZ©v enb K‡i| D™¢veb I m„RbkxjZv 
evsjv‡`‡ki Dbœq‡bi g~j PvwjKv kw³ n‡e, hv Avgv‡`i †`‡ki A_©bxwZ, mgvR I cwi‡e‡ki †UKmB Dbœq‡bi m‡½ 
mivmwi m¤úwK©Z|

wkí gš¿Yvj‡qi Aaxb †c‡U›U, wkí bKkv I †UªWgvK©m Awa`ßi (wWwcwWwU) †gavm¤ú‡`i msi¶Y I e¨e¯’vcbvi wel‡q 
we`¨gvb †mevmg~n AvšÍR©vwZK gv‡b DbœxZ Kivi j‡¶¨ wbijmfv‡e KvR K‡i hv‡”Q| `vßwiK Kg©Kv‡Û MwZkxjZv 
Avbqb I wek¦gv‡bi †mev wbwðZK‡í wWwcwWwU e×cwiKi| Ôwek¦ †gavm¤ú` w`emÕ Dcj‡¶¨ wWwcwWwU KZ©…K m¨y‡fwbi 
cÖKvkbvi mv‡_ RwoZ mevB‡K A‡kl K…ZÁZv I AvšÍwiK ab¨ev` Ávcb KiwQ| Avgiv Avkvev`x, D™¢veb I 
m„RbkxjZvi cÖwZ m¤§vb Rvwb‡q Ges †gavm¤ú` myi¶vq mwVK e¨e¯’v MÖn‡Yi gva¨‡g evsjv‡`k †UKmB Dbœq‡bi j‡¶¨ 
`„p c`‡¶‡c GwM‡q hv‡e|

m¤úv`bvi †¶‡Î Awb”QvK…Z fyjÎæwU ¶gvmy›`i `„wó‡Z †`Lvi webxZ Aby‡iva Rvbvw”Q|

wgR©v †Mvjvg mv‡ivqvi
DccwiPvjK

I
AvnŸvqK

cÖPvi I cÖKvkbv Dc-KwgwU
wek^ †gavm¤ú` w`em-2024

wgR©v †Mvjvg mv‡ivqvi
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* gnvcwiPvjK (AwZwi³ mwPe), †c‡U›U, wkí-bKkv I †UªWgvK©m Awa`ßi

* †gvt gywbg nvmvb

†c‡U›U, wkí-bKkv I †UªWgvK©m Awa`ßi (wWwcwWwU) 2003 mvj †_‡K wkí gš¿Yvj‡qi GKwU we‡klvwqZ ms¯’v wn‡m‡e 
evsjv‡`‡ki †gavm¤ú` welqK Kvh©µg cwiPvjbv K‡i Avm‡Q| G Awa`ßi evsjv‡`k †c‡U›U AvBb 2022 Ges †c‡U›U 
I wWRvBb wewagvjv-1933 †gvZv‡eK †c‡U›U gÄyi, evsjv‡`k wkí-bKkv AvBb 2023 Ges †c‡U›U I wWRvBb 
wewagvjv-1933 †gvZv‡eK wkí-bKkv wbeÜb, †UªWgvK© AvBb-2009 I †UªWgvK© wewagvjv-2015 †gvZv‡eK †UªWgvK© I 
mvwf©m gvK© wbeÜb, †fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK cY¨ (wbeÜb I myi¶v) AvBb 2013 I †fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK cY¨ (wbeÜb I 
myi¶v) wewagvjv 2015 †gvZv‡eK †fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK c‡Y¨i wbeÜb cÖ`vb K‡i _v‡K| 

gvby‡li fvebvRvZ m„wóB †gavm¤ú`| †hgbt D™¢veb, mvwnZ¨ I ˆkwíK Kg© Ges e¨emv‡q e¨eüZ cÖZxK, bvg I B‡gR 
ev Qwe| †gavm¤ú` `ywU kvLvq wef³t BÛvw÷ªqvj cÖcvwU© (†c‡U›U, wkí-bKkv, †UªWgvK©m I †fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK cY¨) 
Ges KwcivBU| †c‡U›U, wkí-bKkv I †UªWgvK©m Awa`ßi (wWwcwWwU) †gavm¤ú‡`i ÔBÛvw÷ªqvj cÖcvwU© ev wkím¤ú`Õ 
welq wb‡q KvR K‡i _v‡K|

†c‡U›U
†c‡U›U n‡”Q miKvi KZ©…K †Kvb D™¢veK/¯^Z¡vwaKvix‡K Zuvi bZyb †Kvb D™¢ve‡bi ¯^xK…wZ¯^iƒc GKwU wbw`©ó †gqv‡`i Rb¨ 
wbi¼yk ev GK”QÎ ¯^Z¡vwaKvi cÖ`vb Kiv, hvi Øviv †c‡U‡›Ui D™¢veK/¯^Z¡vwaKvix Zuvi D™¢veb GKwU wbw`©ó f‚L‡Û Ab¨ 
†Kv‡bv e¨w³‡K Zv e¨envi Kiv n‡Z weiZ ivLevi AvBbMZ AwaKvix nq| cÖhyw³i †h †Kvb †¶‡Î †c‡U›U n‡”Q †Kv‡bv 
KvwiMwi mgm¨vi bZyb †Kvb KvwiMwi ev †KŠkjx mgvavb, hvi wk‡í cÖ‡qvM‡hvM¨Zv i‡q‡Q| Giƒc D™¢veb n‡Z cv‡i †Kvb 
bZyb hš¿ ev cY¨  ev Drcv`‡bi bZyb †Kv‡bv c×wZ ev cÖwµqv A_ev GKwU ÁvZc~e© cY¨ ev cY¨ Drcv`‡bi cÖwµqvi 
AwZwi³ ev ewa©Z ms‡hvRbx| cÖhyw³i †h †Kvb †¶‡Î †h †Kvb cY¨ ev cÖwµqvi D™¢vebB †c‡U›U‡hvM¨ n‡e hw` H D™¢ve‡bi 
wb‡gœv³ ˆewkó¨mg~n we`¨gvb _v‡K|

K) bZybZ¡ (Novelty);
L) D™¢ve‡bi avc (Inventive Step);
M) wk‡í cÖ‡qvM‡hvM¨Zv (Industrial Applicability);

evsjv‡`k †c‡U›U AvBb Abyhvqx bZyb †Kvb D™¢ve‡bi Rb¨ ¯^Z¡vwaKvix‡K 20 eQ‡ii Rb¨ GK‡PwUqv ev wbi¼yk AwaKvi 
gÄyi Kiv nq| Z‡e 6ô eQi †_‡K 20 eQi ch©šÍ cÖwZ eQi bevqb wd `vwL‡ji weavb i‡q‡Q| c~e©eZ©x eQ‡i evwl©K wd 
cwi‡kva KiZt cieZ©x erm‡ii Rb¨-Gfv‡e 20 eQi ch©šÍ †c‡U›U bevqb Kiv hvq|

†Kvb D™¢ve‡bi `vwe`vi †h †Kvb e¨w³ GKK ev †hŠ_fv‡e A_ev Zuvi ev Zuv‡`i ˆea cÖwZwbwa wba©vwiZ dig I c×wZ‡Z 
wbw`©ó wd cÖ`vbc~e©K gnvcwiPvjK eivei †c‡U‡›Ui Rb¨ Av‡e`b Ki‡Z cvi‡eb|  gnvcwiPvjK wewa †gvZv‡eK †c‡U›U 
Av‡e`b cix¶vi e¨e¯’v MÖnY Ki‡eb|  

D™¢veb I m„RbkxjZv myiÿvq †c‡U›U,
wkí-bKkv I †U«WgvK©m Awa`ß‡ii f‚wgKv
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wba©vwiZ c×wZ‡Z ̀ vwLjK…Z †c‡U›U Av‡e`‡b GKwU Av‡e`bcÎ, D™¢ve‡bi c~Y© weeiY, GK ev GKvwaK ̀ vwe (Claim), 
GK ev GKvwaK AsKb (cÖ‡hvR¨ †¶‡Î) Ges GKwU mvi-ms‡¶c AšÍf©y³ _vK‡Z n‡e| 

wWwcwWwU‡Z 1972-2023 ch©šÍ 12,625wU †c‡U›U Av‡e`b Rgv c‡o‡Q, hvi g‡a¨ 6,783wU Av‡e`‡bi wbeÜb mb` 
(‡jUvimÕ †c‡U›U) cÖ`vb Kiv n‡q‡Q| weMZ 5 eQ‡ii (2019-2023) †c‡U›U cwimsL¨vb wbgœiæc|

GKwU †c‡U›U Zuvi gvwjK‡K GK”QÎ AwaKvi cÖ`vb K‡i hv‡Z Z„Zxq †Kvb c¶ Zvi D™¢ve‡bi e¨envi, wecYb, BRviv 
w`‡Z bv cv‡i| G ai‡bi AwaKvi †c‡U›U ¯^Z¡vwaKvix‡K wbgœewY©Z myweavmg~n cÖ`vb K‡i|

 †c‡U‡›Ui gvwjK Zvi D™¢ve‡bi e¨envi, wecYb, BRviv BZ¨vw`i gva¨‡g GK‡PwUqvfv‡e 20 eQi Avw_©Kfv‡e 
jvfevb n‡Z cv‡ib Ges mybvg AR©b Ki‡Z cv‡ib|

 †c‡U‡›Ui gvwjKvbv n‡Z cÖvß Avq M‡elK/D™¢veK‡K Av‡iv bZyb bZyb D™¢ve‡bi Rb¨ Drmvnx, AwaK kªg I 
wewb‡qvM Ki‡Z DrmvwnZ K‡i| 

 A‡bK kªg I wewb‡qvMjä D™¢veb Ab¨ †KD †c‡U›U gvwj‡Ki AbygwZ e¨wZ‡i‡K evwYwR¨K e¨envi Ki‡Z cv‡i 
bv A_ev †c‡U›U gvwj‡K iqvjwU w`‡q e¨envi Ki‡Z nq|  

 be be D™¢ve‡bi gva¨‡g wk‡ívbœqb Ges cÖhyw³i n¯ÍvšÍi N‡U|

 we‡`kx wewb‡qvMKvix wewb‡qv‡M AvMÖnx n‡e Ges G‡Z K‡i †`‡k FDI (Foreign Direct Investment) e„w× 
cv‡e|

wkí-bKkv
Ôwkí-bKkv (Industrial Design)Õ A_© wk‡ívrcvw`Z †Kv‡bv c‡Y¨i ̂ ewkó¨RwbZ AvK…wZ, †iLv, is BZ¨vw`i AjsKi‡Yi 
bv›`wbK `„k¨gvbZv| wkí-bKkv  wkíRvZ c‡Y¨i evwn¨K bv›`wbK †mŠ›`h© myi¶v K‡i D™¢ve‡Ki GK‡PwUqv AwaKvi 
msi¶Y K‡i| 

G wkí-bKkv n‡Z cv‡i - 
1. wÎgvwÎK ˆewkó¨m¤úbœ;
2. wØgvwÎK ˆewkó¨m¤úbœ; 
3. Dfq wewk‡ói mgwš^Z ˆewkó¨m¤úbœ| 

†Kvb wkí-bKkv ÔbZybZ¡Õ, Ô¯^vZš¿m~PKÕ Ges Ôwk‡í Drcv`b‡hvM¨ ev e¨envi‡hvM¨Õ GB wZbwU ¸Yvejx m¤úbœ n‡j Zv 
wbeÜb‡hvM¨ n‡e| 

wk‡í Drcv`b‡hvM¨ ev cÖ‡qvM‡hvM¨ wewfbœ ai‡bi c‡Y¨i †¶‡Î wkí-bKkv cÖ‡hvR¨ n‡Z cv‡i| †hgbt c‡Y¨i †gvoK, 
†jv‡Mv, MÖvwdK¨vj BDRvi B›Uvi‡dR, K¨vwjMÖvwd, KvwiMwi I wPwKrmv mvgMÖx, Nwo AjsKvi, †Ljbv, hvbevnb, ¯’vcZ¨ 
KvVv‡gv, e¯¿ wWRvBb BZ¨vw`|
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Ô‡c‡U›U, wkí-bKkv I †UªWgvK©m Awa`ßiÕGi gnvcwiPvjK eivei wkí-bKkv Gi wbeÜ‡bi Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci Zv 
cix¶v-wbix¶v m¤úbœ Kiv nq| AZtci gnvcwiPvjK KZ©…K Aby‡gvw`Z n‡j Av‡e`bwU Rvb©v‡j cÖKvwkZ nq| Rvb©vj 
cÖKv‡ki GK gv‡mi g‡a¨ KviI †Kvb AvcwË bv _vK‡j Av‡e`bKvix‡K P~ovšÍfv‡e wkí-bKkv mb` cÖ`vb Kiv nq| 

evsjv‡`‡k GKwU wkí-bKkv wbeÜ‡bi ci 10 eQ‡ii Rb¨ myiw¶Z _v‡K, cieZ©x mg‡q 03 (wZb) †gqv‡` Av‡iv 15 
eQi bevqY Kivi my‡hvM _v‡K| 

wWwcwWwU‡Z (1972-2023) ch©šÍ 33,723wU wkí-bKkvi Av‡e`b Rgv n‡q‡Q hvi g‡a¨ 22,130wUi wbeÜb m¤úbœ 
n‡q‡Q| weMZ 5 eQ‡ii (2019-2023) wkí-bKkvi cwimsL¨vb wbgœiæc|

wbeÜ‡bi gva¨‡g hLb GKwU wkí-bKkv myiw¶Z _v‡K, ZLb Gi gvwjK ev ¯^Z¡vwaKvix Z„Zxq †Kvb c‡¶i gva¨‡g †mB 
wkí-bKkvi bKj ev Abyiƒc wkí-bKkv e¨envi cÖwZnZ Kivi AwaKvi jvf K‡ib| Gi g‡a¨ i‡q‡Q Ab¨ mevB‡K H 
wkí-bKkv msewjZ A_ev H wkí-bKkv cÖ‡qvMK…Z †Kvb cY¨ ˆZwi, wewµi cÖ¯Íve, Avg`vwb, idZvwb ev wewµ †_‡K 
weiZ ivLvi AwaKvi| wbewÜZ wkí-bKkv myi¶vi mwZ¨Kv‡ii AvIZv wba©viY K‡i _v‡K mswkøó †`k ev AÂ‡ji AvBb 
I ixwZ|

wkí-bKkv Ggb GKwU welq hv cY¨‡K AvKl©Yxq I Av‡e`bgq K‡i †Zv‡j| hvi djkªæwZ‡Z -
1. c‡Y¨i evwYwR¨K g~j¨ e„w× K‡i| 
2. wecYb †hvM¨Zv e„w× K‡i|  

GKwU myiw¶Z wkí-bKkv Gi gvwjK‡K Ggb GK”QÎ AwaKvi cÖ`vb K‡i hv‡Z Z„Zxq †Kvb c¶ A‰eafv‡e wbewÜZ wkí 
bKkv‡K bKj Ki‡Z bv cv‡i ev Abyiƒc wkí bKkv e¨envi Ki‡Z bv cv‡i| G ai‡bi AwaKvi wkí-bKkvi 
¯^Z¡vwaKvix‡K - 

1. wewb‡qvM †_‡K m‡šÍvlRbK jf¨vs‡ki wbðqZv †`q| 
2. DbœZ cÖwZ‡hvwMZv I mr evwYR¨ ixwZ cÖeZ©b K‡i|
3. m„RbkxjZv e„w× K‡i|
4. AwaKZi `„wób›`b cY¨ cÖeZ©‡bi gva¨‡g †fv³v‡K jvfevb K‡i|

hvi d‡j we‡`wk wewb‡qvMKvix wewb‡qvM Ki‡Z AvMÖnx n‡e| G‡Z K‡i †`‡k FDI (Foreign Direct Investment) 
e„w× cv‡e|

†UªWgvK©
Drcv`bKvix cY¨ evRviRvZ Kivi mgq Ab¨ Drcv`bKvix‡`i Abyiƒc cY¨ †_‡K wbR cY¨‡K c„_K Kivi Rb¨ 
¯^vZš¿¨m~PK wPý/cÖZxK e¨envi K‡i _v‡K| Gme cÖZxKB †UªWgvK© (Trademark)| eY©, e‡Y©i mgwó, kã, †¯øvMvb, 
msL¨v, is, R¨vwgwZK wdMvi, †h †Kvb e¯Íy ev cÖvwYi Qwe (Figurerative elements) ev Gm‡ei mgš^q †UªWgvK© n‡Z 
cv‡i| †mevi †¶‡Î e¨eüZ †UªWgvK©‡K mvwf©m gvK© (Service mark) ejv nq|  
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®, TM, SM GB 3wU cÖZxK Øviv ˆUªWgv‡K©i aiY msÁvwqZ Kiv hvq|

 hw` †Kvb gvK© ev †jv‡Mvi cv‡k GKwU e„‡Ëi gv‡S ® _v‡K, Zvn‡j eyS‡Z n‡e GwU wbewÜZ ev †iwR÷vW© 
†UªWgvK©| 

 A-wbewÜZ †UªWgv‡K© ® cÖZxK e¨envi Kiv GKwU †dŠR`vwi Aciva|

 c‡Y¨i †¶‡Î Bs‡iwR A¶i TM e¨envi nq| g~jZ TM (Trademark) n‡”Q A-wbewÜZ c‡Y¨i †UªWgvK© 
cÖZxK| cÖK…Z c‡¶ GKwU cY¨ wbewÜZ nevi c~e© ch©šÍ cY¨wU †µZv ev †fv³vi mv‡_ cwiwPZ (Branding) Kivi 
Rb¨ TM cÖZxK e¨envi K‡i _v‡K|

 c‡Y¨i †¶‡Î TM Gi g‡ZvB A-wbewÜZ †mevi †¶‡Î SM (Service Mark) cÖZxK e¨envi Kiv nq| †mev 
ej‡Z nvmcvZvj, †nv‡Uj, wegvb cwi‡mev BZ¨vw`| 

†c‡U›U, wkí-bKkv I †UªWgvK©m Awa`ß‡ii gnvcwiPvjK eivei †UªWgv‡K©i wbeÜ‡bi Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci Zv 
cix¶v-wbix¶v m¤úbœ Kiv nq| AZtci cwiPvjK KZ©…K Aby‡gvw`Z n‡j Av‡e`bwU wewR †cÖm n‡Z †M‡RU/Rvb©v‡j 
cÖKvwkZ nq| Rvb©vj cÖKv‡ki 02 (`yB) gv‡mi g‡a¨ KviI †Kvb AvcwË bv _vK‡j wbeÜb wd `vwLj mv‡c‡¶ 
Av‡e`bKvix‡K P~ovšÍfv‡e †UªWgvK© mb` cÖ`vb Kiv nq|  †h †Kvb †UªWgvK© wbeÜ‡bi †gqv` Av‡e`b `vwL‡ji ZvwiL 
n‡Z 7 (mvZ) eQi| cieZ©x‡Z cÖwZ 10 (`k) eQi AšÍi AšÍi bevqb Kivi weavb i‡q‡Q|

wWwcwWwU‡Z (1972-2023) ch©šÍ 319615wU †UªWgvK© wbeÜ‡bi Av‡e`b Rgv n‡q‡Q hvi g‡a¨ 73531 wU wbeÜb mb` 
cÖ`vb Kiv n‡q‡Q| weMZ 5 eQ‡ii (2019-2023) †UªWgvK©‡mi cwimsL¨vb wbgœiæc|

†UªWgvK© wbeÜ‡bi kZ©vewj
 we‡kl ev wbw`©ó cš’vq cÖ`wk©Z cÖwZwbwaZ¡Kvix †Kv¤úvbx, A_ev e¨w³ we‡kl ev dv‡g©i bvg|

 wbeÜ‡bi Rb¨ Av‡e`bKvix ev Zvnvi e¨emv‡qi †Kvb c~e©mywii ¯^v¶i|

 GK ev GKvwaK D™¢vweZ kã|

†UªWgvK© wbeÜb Zvi gvwjK‡K gvK©wU e¨env‡ii GK”QÎ AwaKvi cÖ`vb K‡i| G AwaKvi j•Nb `Ðbxq Aciva| †UªWgvK© 
wbeÜb GKw`‡K †hgb c‡Y¨i Drcv`bKvixi ¯^v_© msi¶Y K‡i Aci w`‡K †Zgb weåvwšÍKi cÖZxK e¨envi wbwl× Kivq 
†µZv mvavi‡Yi ¯^v_©I msi¶Y K‡i| we‡`wk wewb‡qvMKvix wewb‡qvM Ki‡Z AvMÖnx n‡e| Ab¨vb¨ †gavm¤ú‡`i gZ 
†UªWgvK© n¯ÍvšÍi Kiv hvq, e¨envi Kivi Rb¨ AbygwZ †`qv hvq|

‡UªWgvK© Gi cÖavb KvR n‡”Q †fv³v‡K GKwU wbw`©ó †Kv¤úvwbi cY¨ kbv³ Ki‡Z mnvqZv Kiv| †UªWgvK© cÖwZ‡hvMx 
cÖwZôvb †_‡K †Kv¤úvwb¸‡jv‡K Zv‡`i wb‡R‡`i bvg I cY¨¸‡jv Avjv`v Kivi ¶gZv m„wó K‡i Ges †Kv¤úvwbi eªvwÛs 
I gv‡K©wUs †KŠk‡ji wbqvgK f‚wgKv cvjb K‡i, †fv³vi †Pv‡L †Kv¤úvwbi c‡Y¨i fveg~wZ© I mybvg m„wó‡Z Ae`vb iv‡L|  



†UªWgvK© wbeÜb †Kv¤úvwb‡K GKB bv‡g ev weåvwšÍKi fv‡e GKB gvK© ûeû ev KvQvKvwQ gv‡bi cY¨ wecY‡b Ab¨vb¨ 
†Kv¤úvwb‡K cÖwZnZ Kivi GK”QÎ AwaKvi cÖ`vb K‡i| †UªWgvK© †Kv¤úvwbi fveg~wZ©I mybvg m„wói wfwË wn‡m‡e KvR 
K‡i|

†fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK cY¨
†fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK (wRIMÖvwdK¨vj BwÛ‡Kkb ev wRAvB) cY¨ n‡jv †Kvb AÂ‡ji HwZn¨evnx cY¨, hv D³ GjvKvi 
†fŠ‡MvwjK cwi‡e‡ki mv‡_ I‡Zv‡cÖvZfv‡e RwoZ ev H wbw`©ó AÂ‡ji gvby‡li cÖ¯ÍyZK…Z `ªe¨vw` (h_vt Lv`¨`ªe¨, n¯Íwkí 
BZ¨vw`)| wRAvB cY¨mg~n GKwU †`‡ki HwZ‡n¨i aviK I evnK| G¸‡jv AvšÍR©vwZK cwigÛ‡j †`‡ki K…wó-ms¯‹…wZ‡K 
cwiPq Kwi‡q †`q|

†fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK (wRAvB) cY¨ nIqvi kZ©mg~n wbgœiƒc-

 cY¨wU K…wlRvZ ev cÖK…wZRvZ A_ev cÖ¯ÍyZK…Z cY¨ n‡Z n‡e|

 cY¨wUi we‡kl ¸Yv¸b, mybvg ev Abb¨ ˆewkó¨mg~n Avewk¨Kfv‡e Zvi †fŠ‡MvwjK DrcwË¯’‡ji Dci wbf©ikxj 
n‡e|

 cY¨wU hw` cÖ¯ÍyZK…Z cY¨ nq, Zvn‡j cÖ¯ÍyZKiY cÖwµqvi †h‡Kvb GKwU avc †mB wbw`©ó f‚LÛ, AÂj ev GjvKvq 
m¤úbœ n‡Z n‡e|

evsjv‡`‡k †c‡U›U, wkí-bKkv I †UªWgvK©m Awa`ßi (wWwcwWwU) wRAvB c‡Y¨i wbeÜb †`q| wWwcwWwU‡Z wR AvB 
c‡Y¨i Av‡e`b cÖvwßi ci Zv cix¶v-wbix¶v m¤úbœ Kiv nq| AZtci Zv gnvcwiPvjK KZ©…K Aby‡gvw`Z n‡j Av‡e`bwU 
Rvb©v‡j cÖKvwkZ nq| `yB gv‡mi g‡a¨ KviI †Kvb AvcwË bv _vK‡j Av‡e`bKvix‡K P~ovšÍfv‡e wR AvB mb` cÖ`vb Kiv 
nq|

cY¨ Drcv`bKvix e¨w³e‡M©i ¯^v‡_©i cÖwZwbwaZ¡Kvix AvB‡bi Aaxb MwVZ ev wbewÜZ mwgwZ, msMVb, miKvwi ms¯’v ev 
KZ©…c¶ wba©vwiZ di‡g wR AvB c‡Y¨i Av‡e`b `vwLj Ki‡Z cvi‡eb|

2016 mvj †_‡K G ch©šÍ 43wU cY¨‡K †fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK c‡Y¨i ¯^xK…wZ cÖ`vb Kiv n‡q‡Q| weMZ 5 eQ‡ii 
(2020-2024) wRAvB cwimsL¨vb wb‡gœi Q‡K †`Lv‡bv n‡jvt

wRAvB cY¨mg~n wbeÜb, eª¨vwÛs I Gi A_©‰bwZK ̧ iæZ¡ wb‡q wWwcwWwU n‡Z wbqwgZ wefvMxq I †Rjv ch©v‡q AskxRb‡`i 
wb‡q mfv, †mwgbvi I Kg©kvjvmn wewfbœ ai‡bi Rbm‡PZbZvg~jK Kvh©µg MÖnY Kiv nq|

†fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK c‡Y¨i wbeÜ‡bi myweavmg~n wbgœiƒc|

 wRAvB mswkøó wewfbœ Z_¨ DcvË we‡kølY K‡i †`Lv †M‡Q, †µZviv wRAvB U¨vM Av‡Q GiKg cY¨ wRAvB U¨vM 
†bB GiKg c‡Y¨i †P‡q 25-30 kZvsk †ewk `vg w`‡q wKb‡ZI ivwR _v‡K| myZivs wRAvB cY¨ Gi 
Drcv`bKvix e¨w³‡`i Av_©-mvgvwRK Avg~j cwieZ©b K‡i w`‡Z cv‡i|
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 wR AvB c‡Y¨i Aby‡gvw`Z e¨enviKvixMY (Authorized User) 5 eQ‡ii Rb¨ wWwcwWwU n‡Z wd-mn Av‡e`b 
Kiv mv‡c‡¶ wbeÜb †c‡q _v‡Kb, hv †gqv‡`vËxY© nIqvi ci bevqb‡hvM¨| GB welqwU miKv‡ii ivR¯^ Avni‡Y 
¸iæZ¡c~Y© f‚wgKv ivL‡e|

 †fŠ‡MvwjK wb‡`©kK cY¨ wewb‡qvM AvK…ó K‡i|

 ̂e‡`wkK gy`ªv DcvR©‡b f‚wgKv iv‡L|

 we‡`‡k wR AvB cY¨ Drcv`bKvix †`‡ki c‡Y¨i cÖPvi I fveg~wZ© D¾¡j K‡i|

bb-U¨v· †iwfwbD Lv‡Z weMZ 5 A_©eQ‡i (2019-20 n‡Z 2023-24) G Awa`ß‡ii Avq-e¨‡qi wPÎ wbgœ Q‡K †`Lv‡bv 
n‡jvt
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* Passionate Intellectual Property Law LL.M., Client-Focused Strategic Expert in Law, Tech Innovation,
 Business Analytics, and Organizational Psychology, China

* Sherry Jiahang Zou

The paharmaceutical industry is at a pivotal point in its overall growth trajectory, ESG Reporting is 
being held as one of several crucible issues that can help address the needs of various global 
healthcare initiatives, regulatory compliance, and corporate governance issues. The fundamentals 
of ESG-IP reporting will be pivotal in addressing the three major facets that the industry is 
currently struggling to reach harmonization with, including the lack of standardization in IP 
reporting, healthcare accessibility hurdles, and stakeholder scrutiny. These factors underscore the 
multi-faceted - complex roles and responsibilities that the pharmaceutical industry assumes in 
public health and ethical corporate governance, which only further emphasizes the need for 
improved ESG-IP reporting.

The necessity for standardization in intellectual property reporting
The pharmaceutical industry has been grappling with an alarming problem of inconsistent standards 
for the reporting of intellectual property (IP), which renders it difficult to achieve transparency and 
next to impossible to assess practices globally. Lacking uniform guidelines makes it arduous for the 
stakeholders to compare practices and outcomes, thereby unearthing disparities in accountability 
and the adherence to regulations. The lack of a unified reporting framework could lead to 
regulatory sanctions, misalignment of investor expectations, and ultimately, a competitive 
disadvantage in the global market. This highlights the need to establish strong guidelines to 
standardize IP disclosures, ensuring clear, consistent, and fair reporting practices for 
pharmaceutical companies.

To mitigate and address this both at the national government level, and the individual 
pharmaceutical company level, I would suggest implementing the following strategies:

 National Governments: The introduction of national ESG-IP guidelines could aid in 
mandating transparency in IP reporting, governments can further ensure uniform standards 
governing IP information disclosed by pharmaceutical companies thereby reducing disparity 
in liabilities and driving conformity across jurisdictions to a greater extent.

 Pharmaceutical Companies: By establishing comprehensive IP disclosure frameworks 
that are aligned along global standards (such as the standards outlined by the Development 
Assistance Committee (DAC) standards) will promote the gradual creation and 
enforcement of a coordinated and consistent approach to IP reporting improving 
comparability and reliability when regarding disclosed information.

Optimizing Pharmaceutical ESG Reporting: 
Standardizing IP, Enhancing Drug Access, 

and Amplifying Stakeholder Scrutiny
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The impact of intellectual property management practices on drug 
accessibility
The management of intellectual property (IP), particularly strategies regarding patents and licensing 
agreements, has a direct impact on the availability and cost of essential medications. In numerous 
low and middle-income countries (LMICs), rigid IP practices may restrict access to crucial drugs, 
worsening public health emergencies. Transparent reporting of IP can aid in crafting more effective 
policies and fostering cooperation between pharmaceutical companies and local governments or 
health organizations. Through clear communication about IP practices, companies can better 
support global health initiatives and work towards reducing the disparity in healthcare access 
between developed and developing countries.

Similar to the previous issue, an effective response can be segmented between strategies at both a 
national government and pharmaceutical level:

 National Governments: Data-sharing agreements can be designed and implemented by 
creating agreements that require the disclosure of vital information such as patent 
expiration dates and licensing terms, which can significantly affect the availability of generic 
drugs, thus improving access to medications in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). 
These agreements ensure the transparent sharing of crucial data, which in turn contributes 
to better healthcare outcomes in these regions.

 Pharmaceutical Companies: Clear metrics for performance should be established to 
measure the impact of intellectual property (IP) management on healthcare access allowing 
companies to track and report their efforts in improving medication availability. This 
involves measuring the growth of non-patented medicines and tracking health outcomes 
using metrics such as Quality-Adjusted Life Years (QALYs) saved.

Company scrutiny felt from investors and stakeholders
As Investors and stakeholders increasingly focus in on both transparency and ethical outputs of 
companies, the alignment of a pharma company’s IP management with its broader ESG goals comes 
under substantially increased scrutiny. Stakeholders are asking for clear and accurate reporting on 
how the IP strategy of the company impacts public health outcomes and relevant ethical 
considerations. Effective IP transparency is essential to build and maintain investor trust, the faith 
of regulatory bodies, and the trust of the public. Proactive disclosure of IP strategies and their 
societal impacts may result in greater investor confidence, more consumer trust, ultimately 
solidifying market positions and creating sustainable growth that spreads throughout the entire 
economy.

To address this issue from the perspectives of collaborative strategies across multiple stakeholders 
and organizations that provide funding and support, I suggest the following strategies:

 Collaborative Strategies: Forming an international coalition to co-create ESG-IP 
reporting standards that encompasses the insights and inputs from a diverse group of 
stakeholders, will help ensure that these ESG-IP reporting standards are comprehensive 
and inclusive. This approach provides a platform for continuous improvement and alignment 
with global ESG objectives, responding to the need for transparency and ethical 
management.
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 Public Access to Foundation and Funding Entity Information: Advocating for the 
development of online platforms that prioritize public access and adhere to fair data 
principles can improve transparency and grant investors and other stakeholders’ access to 
detailed information about intellectual property. By offering clear insights into companies’ 
IP strategies and their impacts, this initiative builds trust and supports well-informed 
decision-making. 

Reporting standardization, drug accessibility, and stakeholder scrutiny are challenges that cluster 
pharmaceutical ESG reporting, turning the improvement of IP management into a crucial 
transformative factor to address. Governments should be encouraged to establish clear guidelines 
for IP transparency, while pharmaceutical companies are also urged to adopt these guidelines, and 
in doing so improve transparency and increase trust. Stakeholders, which primarily include 
investors and NGOs, should also be encouraged to participate to promote accountability. They can 
collaboratively work across mutually reinforcing directions, including the improvement of health 
equity around the world, promoting an ethical pharmaceutical industry, driven by public health and 
not just ideology, and innovation in the service of better global healthcare. All of which can yield 
benefits for our broader society.
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* Deputy Director (Industrial Design), Department of Patents, Industrial Designs and Trademarks

* Saiduzzaman

Introduction
Industrial Design protection plays an important role in the product market, increasing the 
competitiveness of the manufacturer of the product, and enhancing quality of societal life. Hence 
it is necessary to protect Industrial designs so as to reward the designer’s creativity and to 
encourage future contributions. Many people blindly choose an article, which catches their eye by 
the beauty in its design. Nowadays the producers spend huge capital in developing innovative 
designs for catching the recognition of consumers by enhancing the appearance of their products.

Industrial Design 
As per the Bangladesh Industrial Design Act, 2023 “Industrial design” means any visible allegorical 
diagram, line, color, graphical user interface, calligraphy, etc. defining characteristics of an industrial 
product; An industrial design may consist of three-dimensional (3D) features such as the shape of 
a bottle or two-dimensional (2D) features such as patterns for textiles in Garment Industry. 

Benefits of protection of industrial design
An Industrial Design can add value to a product.  It can make a product attractive and appealing to 
customers. Industrial Design registration prevents a design from being copied and imitated by 
competitors. Industrial designs are business assets that can increase the commercial value of a 
company and its products. A registered Industrial design may also be licensed to others for a fee. 

A Thing of Beauty is Joy Forever

(3D) features (2D) features



wek^ †gavm¤ú` w`em-202422

Industrial designs registration encourages fair competition and honest trade practices. Benefits of 
protection of Industrial designs are as follows;

1. Protection of exclusive rights
2. Return on investments
3. Revenue generator
4. Unique selling propositions
5. Promotes brand value
6. Enlargement of commercial activities
7. Facilitates marketing and commercialization   

Industrial design is different from other IPR
Industrial design is different from other common forms of intellectual property rights. Like Patent, 
Trademark, Geographical Indication or Copyright. Industrial design is different from a patent, as a 
patent is granted for a new product or process, whereas design is granted when it is applied in a 
creative way to an old or new product. Industrial designs are different from trademarks, as trademarks 
are generally symbols used to distinguish one product from other products in industry, whereas 
Industrial designs are those aesthetic features in one’s product which are appealing to one’s eyes. A 
geographical indication (GI) is a sign used on products that have a specific geographical origin and 
possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin but Industrial Design is a complete different 
protection. Industrial design is different from copyright, as copyright exists in artistic works but is not 
necessarily applied to an article. For example, a unique sketch by an artist acquires copyright, but it 
becomes a subject matter of design only when such design is applied to articles in an industry. 

Laws relating to industrial designs in Bangladesh
Need to the protection of industrial designs was first felt in the 19th century and that time, the 
Act No. XV of 1859 was consolidated to provide protection relating to Industrial designs. It was 
then renamed as “The Patterns and Designs Protection Act”. The Patterns and Designs Protection 
Act, 1872 was enacted to provide protection as well as to grant exclusive rights, such as making, 
using and selling designs associated with the product, for a short period of time. In the Indian 
Sub-continent, the Patents and Designs Act was enacted in 1911 mainly on the basis of the 
principles laid down in the Statute of Monopolies, Patents, Design and Trade Marks Act, 1883 and 
Patents and Designs Act, 1907. The Patents and Designs Act, 1911, is the main law in force in 
Bangladesh on patents and designs. Thereafter, a need for two separate laws was felt, as patents and 
designs were two different intellectual property rights associated with any product. Thus, two 
separate laws were enacted namely, Bangladesh Patents Act, 2023 and Bangladesh Industrial Design 
Act, 2023 with the objective of protecting Industrial Designs in Bangladesh. In all, the Bangladesh 
Industrial Designs Act, 2023 consists of about 6 chapters and 41 sections. The Director General of 
patents, Industrial designs and trademarks under Section 3(1) of the  Bangladesh Industrial Design 
Act, 2023 (22 of 2023) is the chief of Industrial Designs authority for registration of Industrial 
designs

Essential features of the Bangladesh Industrial Designs Act, 2023
Bangladesh Industrial Designs Act, 2023 came into effect on July 11 after the government published 
a gazette following the president’s approval. This act is an enactment to consolidate and amend the 
law relating to the protection of Industrial designs in Bangladesh. Its main objective is to protect 
new or original designs from being copied, thereby protecting the proprietor from incurring losses. 
Following is the list of unique features introduced in Bangladesh Industrial Design Act, 2023:   
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1. Adoption of Locarno Classification 
Under the Bangladesh Industrial Designs Act 2013, Bangladesh adopted the Locarno Classification 
system. Unlike the previous provisions that classified designs based on materials used, the Locarno 
Classification categorizes designs solely based on their subject matter. This shift simplifies the 
design registration process and ensures a more efficient classification system. The Locarno 
Classification, established by the Locarno Agreement (1968), is an international classification used 
for the purposes of the registration of industrial designs.  The current edition of the Classification 
is published online.

2. Publication of Industrial designs
The Act includes a provision for pre-registration publication of Industrial design that was not present 
in the previous enactment. This provision benefits third parties who may have unintentionally missed 
the opportunity to register their Industrial designs. Now, they have the opportunity to oppose the 
published Industrial Design and enjoy the associated rights and protections under Section 10 of the 
Bangladesh Industrial Designs Act, 2023. As per legal regulations, objections can be made up to 30 
days from the date of publication of the industry-design application. Within this period, a written 
objection must be filed against the application in the prescribed manner and with fee. If the applicant 
or proprietor applies for the same industry design in a Paris Convention country, the date mentioned 
in the application will take precedence.

3. Establishment of the directorate
Under the Bangladesh Industrial Designs Act 2023, Established a department named Department 
of Patents, Industrial Designs and Trademarks. There will be four units namely Industrial Design 
Unit, Trademark Unit, Geographical Indication Unit and Patent Unit along with the Administration 
& Finance Unit, IT Unit under the directorate.  The directorate will have a common seal and each 
unit will have a separate official seal. All the activities related to registration of industrial designs will 
be completed under the new act. While in the previous act there was a Registrar, in the new act 
the Chief Executive will be the Director General. Simultaneously, the posts of Registrar, Deputy 
Registrar, Assistant Registrar and Examiner of the existing Directorate will be the posts of Director 
General, Director, Deputy Director, and Assistant Director respectively.

4. Administrative Compensations  
The Act includes a special provision for administrative compensation of Industrial design that was 
not present in the previous enactment. This provision benefits registered Industrial Design holder 
to protect their creativity. Bangladesh has entered into a new era of Intellectual Property Rights 
(IPR) enforcement. Administrative Compensations for industrial design infringement, allowing the 
Director General of the Department of Patents, Industrial Designs and Trademarks with the direct 
power to hear application for infringement of industrial design and discretionary power to impose 
compensation, order forfeiture, seizure of the infringed goods in favor of the government. Any such 
Order of compensation must be paid to the registered industrial design owner within 10 working 
days of passing such Order. In addition, if anyone fails to make the payment within the stipulated 
time, the IPR holder can file a suit for realization of the compensation before the court

5. Implementation of Mobile Courts Act, 2009
The offenses mentioned in this Act shall be tried by the Mobile Court, subject to being included in 
the schedule of the Mobile Court Act, 2009 (Act No. 59 of 2009). This feature has provided the 
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authority with a very effective tool for ensuring expeditious protection to the registered owner of 
industrial design.

Term of protection of Industrial Design
The Industrial design is protected for a period of 10 years from the date of registration, as 
mentioned under Section 15 of the Bangladesh Industrial Design Act, 2023. Registration of 
industrial designs will be granted for a period of 10 years in the manner prescribed by rules under 
the act and subject to payment of fees. The registration period can be renewed not more than 
three times in every 5 years. Expiry of registration can be relaxed up to 6 months subject to 
payment of additional fee for renewal.

Application filing and Registration Process 
The first step of the registration is filing Form 15/16/17 via online filing system, which includes 
necessary details such as the name, address, nationality of the applicant and other relevant 
information of the industrial design. In the case of a company the legal status of the entity is asked 
in the application form. Another essential entry in the form is regarding the class and the sub-class 
under the Locarno Classification, of the article enclosing the design. Along with this, the applicant 
also needs to mention the name of the product to which the design has been applied along with 
notarized affidavit. Registration process are pasted as flow chart here under:  

Duration of registration procedure
Registration of a design application takes an average of 5-7 months dependent on whether the 
design process is smooth.
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Prohibition of registrations of Industrial Designs 
There are certain grounds on which registration of industrial designs can be prohibited. Such 
power to prohibit the registration of industrial designs on certain grounds is given to the Director 
General of Industrial Design under Section 4 of the Bangladesh Industrial Designs Act, 2023. The 
grounds are:

a. Such industrial designs wherein, only the technical or practical aspects having been 
considered;

b. Such industrial designs which contravene the commercial discipline, contrary to 
environment and morality;

c. Unregistered industrial design; and 
d. An industrial design which is composed of any national emblem. 

Conclusion
A product is sold not only because of its utility but also because of the design it possesses. Beauty 
of the product has a huge impact on customers which makes the people identify the brand name 
associated with it. Industrial design has to fulfill mainly two important things, originality and novelty, 
which enables the applicant to exclusively use the registered industrial design. By protecting his/her 
industrial design, the creator is granted an exclusive right against the unauthorized copying or 
imitation of his/her designs by third parties for a period of time. 
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* Assistant Director (Trademarks), Department of Patents, Industrial Designs and Trademarks

* Rabeya Akter

Intellectual Property (IP) plays a crucial role in driving innovation, creativity, and economic growth, 
which are essential for achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and transforming 
Bangladesh into a “Smart Bangladesh.” Here’s an exploration of how IP can contribute to this 
transformation:

1. Innovation and Economic Growth (SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth)
 Encouraging Innovation: IP protection incentivizes individuals and companies to 

innovate by providing them with exclusive rights to their creations. This fosters a culture of 
creativity and technological advancement.

 Attracting Investments: Strong IP regimes attract foreign and domestic investments, as 
investors are assured that their innovations will be protected. This influx of investment is 
crucial for economic development and job creation.

 Supporting SMEs: Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) can leverage IP assets to compete 
with larger corporations, enhancing their growth and contribution to the economy.

2. Quality Education and Knowledge Sharing (SDG 4: Quality Education)
 Educational Resources: IP in the form of copyrights ensures that creators of educational 

materials are rewarded, encouraging the development of high-quality educational content.
 Access to Information: Licensing agreements can make patented technologies and 

copyrighted works available to educational institutions at lower costs, promoting knowledge 
dissemination and fostering a well-educated population.

3. Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure (SDG 9: Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure)
 Research and Development: Patents and other IP rights provide researchers and 

innovators with the necessary protection to invest time and resources in R&D activities, 
leading to technological advancements.

 Technology Transfer: IP facilitates the transfer of technology and knowledge between 
entities, promoting industrial development and the creation of resilient infrastructure.

4. Health and Well-being (SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being)
 Pharmaceutical Innovations: Patents encourage pharmaceutical companies to invest in 

the development of new drugs and treatments, improving public health outcomes.
 Access to Medicines: Balancing IP protection with public health needs ensures that 

essential medicines are affordable and accessible, aligning with global health goals.

Role of Intellectual Property in Making 
Smart Bangladesh through Achieving 

Sustainable Development Goals
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5. Environmental Sustainability (SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy & SDG 13: Climate Action)
 Green Technologies: IP protection encourages the development of environmentally 

friendly technologies. Patents in renewable energy and sustainable practices contribute to 
environmental sustainability.

 Climate Action: Innovations in climate-resilient technologies and practices are promoted 
through IP, aiding in the fight against climate change.

6. Reducing Inequality (SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities)
 Inclusive Growth: By protecting the IP of all creators, regardless of their economic status, 

IP laws help reduce inequalities and ensure that everyone can benefit from their innovations.
 Empowering Marginalized Communities: Traditional Knowledge and Geographical 

Indications (GIs) can empower local communities by protecting their unique products and 
cultural heritage, promoting economic growth at the grassroots level.

Strategies for Leveraging IP to Achieve SDGs in Bangladesh
1. Strengthening IP Laws: Ensure that Bangladesh’s IP laws are robust and aligned with 

international standards to protect the rights of innovators.
2. Raising Awareness: Educate businesses, researchers, and the general public about the 

importance of IP and how to leverage it for growth and development.
3. Supporting R&D: Provide financial and infrastructural support for research and 

development activities across various sectors.
4. Facilitating Technology Transfer: Create mechanisms to facilitate the transfer of 

technology from developed countries to Bangladesh, ensuring that new innovations benefit 
the local population.

5. Balancing IP and Public Interest: Develop policies that balance IP protection with the 
need to ensure affordable access to essential goods and services, such as medicines and 
educational resources.

By effectively leveraging IP, Bangladesh can foster an environment of innovation and creativity, 
driving sustainable economic growth and transforming into a “Smart Bangladesh” while achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals.
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* Consultant & Academic of Intellectual Property
 Bangladesh Association of Pharmaceutical Industries
 Member of Intellectual Property & Innovation Research Network Asia
 Global Health Assembly ( Access to Medicine) 

* Taslima Jahan

The whistleblowers of the Global Public Health Community are wondering, “How a 117 
million-person state is emerging into the developing world competition market and getting ready 
to provide private intellectual property rights over all goods” in Bangladesh. Currently, goods 
related to health are also included in trade that deals with a wide range of creative products, 
medications, and medicine-related products. According to data, more than 90% of people in 
Bangladesh paid for their medical care and managed health services, and the government’s GDP 
allotted only 3-5% for the health industry. During the pandemic, barely 10% of the population had 
access to Covid medication due to the inadequate national allocation, incapacity of local 
manufacture, supply, and government health management. So, the post-COVID period is deeply 
concerned with domestic IP legislation revisions that are supposed to be friendly Intellectual 
Property Rights (exclusive economic rights) over health-related products and public health. It 
appears that there will be again difficulties in locating national health management connected with 
intellectual property (IP) strategy, pertaining to local manufacture, local supply, health policies, 
market regulations, research, and medical innovation—despite significant reforms for people’s 
health care and local industrial capacity to afford necessary medicine for people. Simply put, in the 
absence of timely and cost-effective government measures, especially on IP-trade deals, people’s 
ability to get life-saving medicine will be more unpredictable, expensive, and inaccessible after 2026. 
It would seem that the Patent Amendment Act 2023 cared about the contextual need for public 
health while complying with TRIPS standard obligations in the protection of medical inventions, 
research, or market control. Since the government promises to safeguard intellectual property 
rights, the developing and developed worlds are anxious about its role in managing public health in 
the shake of IPR, especially when individual costs bear a major part of the public health expenditure 
of Bangladesh.

Understanding Intellectual Property Rights
Intellectual property rights talk about the protection of the exclusive economic rights of inventors 
or IP owners for the creative works or inventions protected by law. To clarify further, any use, sale, 
reproduction, manufacture or copy, export, or import of IP-protected goods without permission 
of the IP owner will be considered a sharp violation of intellectual property rights and punishable 
in the eye of the law. Bangladesh is ready to grant private intellectual property rights to intellectual 
property owners internationally for any creative works or inventions, as shown by its graduation 
into the developing market. The majority of intellectual property rights have recently been 

Searching for the Beauty of Fair Use & 
Bolar Exception for Development In IP 

Legislations Of Bangladesh
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modified by the Bangladeshi government in accordance with the TRIPS Agreement, under the 
direction of the Department of Patents, Ministry of Industry and Copyright Office, and Ministry of 
Agriculture. The Patent Amendment Act of 2023, the Copyrights Amendment of 2023, the 
Trademark Amendment of 2023, the Geographical Indication Goods Registration Act of 2013, the 
Plant Variety Act, and the Biodiversity Acts all manifest to be concerned with updating intellectual 
property rights and include robust administrative and legal safeguards to preserve the intellectual 
property’s trading rights. The only suspicious point is here: The people’s ability to pay for any 
commodities they access, be it information or technology that is protected by an intellectual 
property right.

A broad interpretation of intellectual property rights holds that any product or creative work that is 
innovative or creative due to its presentation, technological know-how, or technological intervention 
is entitled to intellectual property rights distinctively from different IP Laws. On the one hand, local 
research, industry, and education have to take global trade competition of innovation with 
commercial value access due to intellectual property rights. On the other hand, intellectual property 
rights will be an alarming threat to access to inventions (products, technologies, and information) 
related to life science (agriculture, medicine, biological resources, and climate technology). This 
implies that all local manufacturers, research and development organizations, and traders have to pay 
license fees for access and use of intellectual property products that are either patented or 
copyrighted in any field of science and technology. The last few decades’ trade and progress reports 

A Delicate Truth – Remittances and Royalty Payments in Financing Development (2014), South Centre,
based on World Development Indicators, World Bank (2014). 
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on Bangladesh indicate that the country’s industrial and research sectors are using more and more 
intellectual property (information, technology). This unrestricted use of data, technology, or goods 
now requires a leash to proceed under legal licensing or payment to intellectual property upon 
graduation. Additionally, it shows that developing IP products is becoming costly in order to produce, 
import, reproduce, or expand local products, and markets.

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BX.GSR.ROYL.CD  Bangladesh as a net IP importer from a 
developed country’s export, the report shows that it will increase or depend more on the 
advancement of local needs.

The legal impact of royalty-paid IPR will submerge the total productivity growth of 
(enterprises/firms, national incomes, and employment sector) of Bangladesh. Moreover, this time 
to observe- how the Bangladesh government and local manufacturers plan to address IP 
product-related issues in agriculture, medicine, and climate change, which have the potential to 
drastically impact billions of people in Bangladesh.

TRIPS Flexibilities & Government Use of Intellectual Property in IP Laws 
of Bangladesh
TRIPS is not a one-sided proposal from an innovative giant corporation that wants to exploit trade, 
demanding intellectual property rights regimes exclusively from all WTO members. It preserves 
the reasonable standpoint for all member states, including Bangladesh, to maintain some degree of 
operational freedom under TRIPS, according to its unique circumstances, or TRIPS flexibilities. As 
per the principles outlined in Articles 7 and 8 of the TRIPS Agreement, private intellectual 
property rights are contingent upon the dissemination of knowledge and technology to promote 
the socio-economic development of any nation. In a similar vein, the second TRIPS-IPR offer 
included provisions that dealt with the use and access of intellectual property 
(Information/Product/technology) for the protection of the environment, public health, and public 
interest. Thirdly, member-states are provided with the right to express societal demands for 
research and access to IPR-protected products for local research and development of any nation 
under the TRIPS Principle of Fair Use, Bolar Exception, and Compulsory License 
(Article-13.30–31, TRIPS). Thus, the government should assemble its legal and technological 
experts, and stakeholders to outline intellectual property rights while considering the flexibility 
that is expressed in domestic IP legislation. The government’s thought (policy, laws) in tailoring the 
local needs awaits prudent management of IPR for real economic growth or development. 
Nevertheless, national treatment principles (Article 4) may call for the hardship of global market 
competition to local traders, manufacturers, or research in different streams.

Fair Use & Bolar Exception in IP Laws of Bangladesh
It is obvious that intellectual property rights, particularly patents, copyrights, trademarks, and trade 
secrets, render offensive liabilities for violation of positive obligations promised under laws. This 
positive obligation is desperately committed to sharing the benefit of IP (knowledge, technology) 
for the consistent growth of the socio-economic welfare of Bangladesh. Article 13 of the TRIPS 
Agreement provides that

“Members shall confine limitations or exceptions to exclusive rights to certain special 
cases which do not conflict with a normal exploitation of the work and do not 
unreasonably prejudice the legitimate interests of the right holder.”



Similarly, Article 30 of the TRIPS Agreement mentions

“Members may provide limited exceptions to the exclusive rights conferred by a patent, 
provided that such exceptions do not unreasonably conflict with a normal exploitation of 
the patent and do not unreasonably prejudice the legitimate interests of the patent 
owner, taking account of the legitimate interests of third parties.

It means that intellectual property rights will not be considered a violation if it does not prejudice 
the legitimate interests of IP holders. The domestic IP legislation should be very clear about the 
“scope of IP use,” which is fair and reasonable for the public interest and not against the legitimate 
interests of IP holders. Here is the government’s responsibility to watch over public interest and 
societal needs, especially in the areas of science, research, education, and certain development 
streams (such as the production, distribution, or import of intellectual property). The definition of 
government use and fair use in Bangladesh’s IP legislation does not allow for any opportunity for 
hide-and-seek games with IP owners. Today, fair use transparency and government usage of IP 
rights are seen globally as beneficial agreements between public and private international trade 
practices. Over the past thirty years, Bangladesh has been in a position to benefit from the 
experiences of both developed and developing nations in terms of legal and trade practices related 
to intellectual property. This is not only simple legislative work; it is also entangled with trade laws, 
capacity building of local manufacture, the need for innovation, investment plans for sustainable 
sound economic growth, and the public interest of Bangladesh, which is firmly rooted in the 
designing of intellectual property rights.

The recent Amendment- 2023 on Patent Rights presented that, the Government of Bangladesh is 
committed to reforming the health care of people and emphasizing access to inventions 
(information, technology) for the protection of life. The Bangladesh government revised the Patent 
Act while considering the financial burden on public health and the slow growth of innovative drug 
development. The Act called for several adjustments on government use, patentability, and 
mandatory licensing to protect access to inventive products in public health.

The Patent Act necessitates the objective of compulsory licenses and promises to get involved in 
patent rights issues that affect people’s access to affordable technology or medical care. In addition 
to public health, the government requires access to Patent-protected information and technology 
that are critical to biodiversity research and development, agriculture, climate disaster-related, and 
environmental protection. Like other developing nations, Bangladesh’s government experienced 
different challenges following the Pandemic, the necessity for domestic manufacturing, the 
availability of medical products, and medicine, and the advanced technology related to biodiversity 
and public health. As a result, to maintain the public’s interest in intellectual property laws, policies, 
and legislation are always changing to keep room for local needs.

 “Fair Use” and “Government Use” inclusion in IP laws- Government be an user of IP

Fair dealings or non-violation of IP-protected goods for specific purposes sounds to lee-away for 
any government to control Intellectual Property rights monopoly. Since the Intellectual Property 
rights legal concept -the fair dealing and government use provisions work as a defense to get access 
to knowledge or knowledge-based goods for development. However, Copyrights and Trademark 
Acts of Bangladesh keep some exhaustion evasively but need more clearer understanding and 
scope on “fair use clauses,” particularly essential for research and development or dissemination of 
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knowledge and technology in Bangladesh. Before entering the graduation zone, it would be better 
if these laws carpeted “fair use” and “government use” more specifically into the parent legislation 
(Copyrights, Trademark Act, Contract Act-Trade Secret) to avoid legal conflict of IP holders. Most 
of the legislation from developing countries and a few from developed countries are now revisiting 
IP legislation and expanding government use provisions to make room for “fair use” for research 
and development. To prevent legal disputes amongst IP holders, it would be preferable if these 
rules explicitly covered “fair use” and “government use” before entering the developing market 
block.

The pandemic regulations sensitized most of the governments in the world to real economic 
sovereignty lies in safeguarding people’s lives, and independent scope of research and development 
in science and technology. European and large countries wonder for governments to use provisions 
in “Intellectual Property Economic Rights” to make free research and sound growth of science and 
technology from the grasp of monopoly market behavior of intellectual property rights (Delinkage 
R&D from IPR). It does not mean to de-incentivize or discourage invention trade rights but rather 
to facilitate a sound innovation ecosystem through IPR incentives and sharing knowledge for social 
development. Now it has been predicated in developed countries trends that the government 
directly takes the burden of research and public health costs to associate public health research, 
local manufacturing trigger competition practice in the development of new medicine and 
technology. (WHO information-2022).

The expected IP laws of Bangladesh anticipate the government’s objective to shift the burden of 
public health research and development, as well as access, from private manufacturers, and profit 
seekers toward the shoulder of government. The latest Patent Law-2023 opted for access to IPR 
products and healthcare facilities that will be available, affordable, and easily accessible to the 
general public. This also implies that the Bangladeshi government is eager to establish the 
framework and systems of IP -governance necessary for a robust intellectual property and thriving 
innovation ecosystem in the country. As Bangladesh approaches graduation, priorities need to be 
assessed for further steps that are essential for the public interest conflicts with intellectual 
property rights. Otherwise, the wrong assumptions might it be mass human mortality or loss of 
economy like the South Africa AIDS epidemic or bigger than pandemics. This is an imminent need 
to investigate people’s reliance on technology and critical information to support local research and 
supply for a large community. Concurrently, all financial and technological resources should be 
disbursed, capsulated by the government to the creation of “public domain infrastructure for free 
access to essential information and technology.” Otherwise, it would be exceedingly difficult to 
support local manufacturers or researchers in order to promote faster economic growth or to be 
held accountable for intellectual property rights after graduation. The government should be 
hooked by the last countdown graduation in 2026. The government of Bangladesh should invest in 
local research and technology that enable to feed global competitive markets and maintain a 
balanced approach to strengthen local innovation, intellectual property, and intellectual property 
rights.

wek^ †gavm¤ú` w`em-2024 35



wek^ †gavm¤ú` w`em-202436



wek^ †gavm¤ú` w`em-2024 37
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LL.B. (Hon's), University of Dhaka
LL.M., University of Dhaka
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Head of Chambers, MentorIP

* Shaleh Akram Somrat

With the implementation of Bangladesh Industrial Design Act, 2023 (hereinafter, the "2023 Act"), 
has entered into a new era of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) enforcement. The 2023 Act 
contains some special features which comforts the registered industrial design holders towards 
their journey to the promised protections. Section 22 of the 2023 Act provides the Director 
General of Department of Patents, Industrial Designs and Trademarks (hereinafter, "DG of DPDT") 
a new power unlocking the traditional deadlock in IPR execution. 

Before introducing the 2023 Act, any registered owner of industrial design had to seek protection 
for industrial design infringement before the District and Sessions Judges Court by filing a 
traditional Civil Suit. This type of Civil Suit follows the Rules of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, 
which was incorporated during the British era, eventually failed to consider the individuality of IPR 
litigations. As a result, any such litigation could easily be jumped over the ladders of Judiciary for 
more than 20 years, while the validity period of a registered industrial design was only 15 years. 
Though temporary injunction could be sought as an interim relief, this type of injunction had been 
seen being frequently interfered by the upper courts, leaving no practical benefit to the registered 
owner of industrial design. 

Nevertheless, section 2(m) of the 2023 Act has very well-articulated definition of industrial design, 
while section 21 has given a detail clarification of the elements of infringement. To ossify the 
purpose of the 2023 Act, section 22 introduces Administrative Compensations for industrial 
design infringement, allowing the DG of DPDT with the direct power to hear application for 
infringement of industrial design and discretionary power to impose compensation, order 
forfeiture, seizure of the infringed goods in favour of the government. Any such Order of 
compensation must be paid to the registered industrial design owner within 10 working days of 
passing such Order. In addition, if anyone fails to make the payment within the stipulated time, the 
IPR holder can file a suit for realisation of the compensation before the court, which can allow any 
other additional relief as the Court thinks fit, including but not limited to seizure and destruction 
of the counterfeited products, dices, cubes, design materials etc. 

A New Era of IPR Execution in Bangladesh
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Another significant change brought by the 2023 Act is extending the life of industrial design 
registration. As per the previous Act i.e. The Patents and Designs Act, 1911, tenure for a design 
registration was valid for only 15 years, subject to renewal every after 5 years. On the other hand, 
the 2023 Act has extended the total life of an industrial design from 10 years to 25 years, subject 
to renewals, which has allowed a more practical framework to the effectiveness of the best 
commercial use of industrial designs. In addition, the offences under the 2023 Act can now be dealt 
under the Mobile Court Act, 2009. This feature has provided the authority with a very effective 
tool for ensuring expeditious protection to the lawful owner of an industrial design.

Despite our socio-cultural practice of IPR infringements and lack of public awareness in respect of 
the unauthorised use of Intellectual properties, the 2023 Act should be identified as a remarkable 
effort in governing the IP mechanism in favour of the registered right owners. Luckily, I had the 
opportunity to conduct cases at the very first session of application hearings filed under section 22 
of the 2023 Act, where I witnessed the moral determination of the DG of DPDT to provide 
expeditious remedies to the aggrieved persons. I hope that the DG of DPDT will use his prudence 
to ossify the pavement of the new era of ensuring expeditious IPR protection in Bangladesh and 
will uphold the enshrined spirits of the 2023 Act.    
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* By J.A. Chaudhury Reagan

In recent years, trademark infringement has become a pressing issue in Bangladesh, largely driven 
by a significant lack of awareness among business owners and entrepreneurs. Understanding the 
causes of this infringement is crucial for safeguarding intellectual property and promoting fair 
business practices in the country. Here, we explore some key factors contributing to the rise of 
trademark violations.

1. The Cost of Ignoring Trademark Registration
One of the primary reasons for trademark infringement is the delay in registering trademarks. 
Many businesses, particularly small and medium enterprises (SMEs), either postpone or neglect the 
registration process entirely. Without proper registration, these trademarks are vulnerable to 
misuse by others, leading to legal battles and financial losses.

2. Failure to Maintain Trademark Registration
Even after successfully registering a trademark, many businesses fail to maintain their registration. 
This oversight can result in the expiration of trademark protection, leaving the brand susceptible 
to infringement. Regular renewal and monitoring of trademarks are essential to prevent 
unauthorized use.

3. Inadequate Legal Consultation
Many business owners do not seek proper legal advice when it comes to trademark issues. 
Consulting with experts, such as intellectual property (IP) lawyers, can provide critical guidance on 
protecting trademarks effectively. Without this professional advice, businesses often make 
mistakes that lead to infringement.

4. Lack of Awareness of Trademark Laws
A significant number of entrepreneurs in Bangladesh are not fully aware of the trademark laws and 
regulations. This lack of knowledge leads to unintentional violations, as businesses might 
unknowingly use trademarks that are already registered by others. Educational programs and 
workshops can play a vital role in increasing awareness and reducing infringement cases.

5. Insufficient Enforcement of Trademark Laws
While Bangladesh has established laws to protect trademarks, enforcement remains a challenge. 
The lack of stringent measures and penalties for violators often emboldens infringers. 
Strengthening the enforcement mechanisms can deter potential infringers and uphold the rights of 
trademark owners.

Unseen Threats: How Ignorance Fuels 
Infringement in Bangladesh?

* Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh
 Managing Partner, SUPREMEiP Law Firm, Bangladesh,
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6. Copycat Culture and Imitation
The prevalence of a copycat culture, where businesses imitate successful brands to gain market 
traction, exacerbates the problem of trademark infringement. This practice not only damages the 
original brand’s reputation but also misleads consumers. Promoting originality and innovation can 
help counter this issue.

7. Inadequate Digital Monitoring
In today’s digital age, online platforms are a common arena for trademark infringement. Businesses 
often fail to monitor their trademarks in the digital space, making it easier for infringers to exploit 
their brands. Implementing robust digital monitoring strategies is essential to combat online 
infringement.

8. Challenges for Foreign Trademark Applicants
Foreign investors and trademark applicants often face additional hurdles in Bangladesh due to 
unfamiliarity with local laws and procedural complexities. Navigating the trademark registration 
process in a different jurisdiction requires thorough understanding and expertise, which can be 
challenging without local legal support.

9. Vulnerabilities of Foreign Trademarks
Foreign trademarks not registered or inadequately protected in Bangladesh are at a higher risk of 
infringement. This can lead to significant financial losses and damage to the brand’s reputation. 
Ensuring that trademarks are registered and maintained according to local laws is crucial for foreign 
businesses in Bangladesh.

10. Importance of Local Legal Assistance
For foreign investors and businesses, partnering with local IP law firms can provide invaluable 
assistance in managing trademark issues. Local experts can offer insights into the nuances of 
Bangladeshi trademark laws, facilitate smooth registration processes, and help enforce trademark 
rights effectively.

Conclusion
Addressing trademark infringement in Bangladesh requires a multifaceted approach. Businesses 
must prioritize timely registration and maintenance of trademarks, seek professional legal advice, 
and stay informed about trademark laws. Additionally, improving the enforcement of existing laws 
and fostering a culture of originality and innovation are crucial steps toward reducing infringement 
cases. Foreign investors and trademark applicants must also ensure their trademarks are adequately 
protected by partnering with local legal experts. By raising awareness and taking proactive 
measures, Bangladesh can protect its businesses and ensure fair competition in the marketplace.
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Bangladesh has made remarkable progress in various sectors, demonstrating impressive growth and 
achievements. The nation’s commitment to progress is particularly evident in its healthcare sector, 
where we have achieved significant milestones including immunization through the Expanded 
Program on Immunization (EPI) and successful family planning initiatives. These efforts have 
contributed to improved public health service delivery and a stronger healthcare system.

One of the standout success stories is Bangladesh’s pharmaceutical industry, providing 98% of the 
total medicinal requirement of the local market along with it, the industry exports medicines to 
more than 150+ countries including USA, UK, Canada, Australia, Germany, EU, etc. The 
pharmaceutical industry has flourished and proved as a testament to the nation’s capability to 
innovate and meet global standards in healthcare with the support of The Drugs & Cosmetics Act, 
2023, which has been instrumental in regulating and promoting the local production of 
pharmaceuticals.

In contrast to the pharmaceutical sector, the medical device industry in Bangladesh remains 
underdeveloped. Under regulation of the Directorate General of Drug Administration (DGDA) 
which regulates the registration, manufacturing, importation, distribution, quality, pricing, and 
safety of pharmaceuticals and medical devices, Bangladesh uses over 4,000 types of medical devices 
and equipment with only about 5-7% manufactured domestically. Local medical device production 
primarily focuses on consumables such as disposable and precision safety syringes, needles, blood 
bags, blood transfusion sets, cannulas, and blood collection tubes. These items constitute a 
significant market segment, valued at approximately USD 55-60 million annually. 

Despite these local manufacturing efforts, more than 85% of medical equipment and devices are 
imported, predominantly from the USA, EU, China, and Japan. Import trends have remained stable, 
with medical device imports totaling USD 416 million in FY2019-20, reflecting a compound annual 
growth rate of 10.2% over five years. The imported devices encompass a wide range, including 
equipment for physical and chemical analysis, electro-diagnosis devices, and MRI and CT scan 
machines. 

The Situation of Medical Technology 
Research, Innovation, Patent, and 
Commercialization in Bangladesh
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The medical device manufacturing sector in Bangladesh comprises around 15-20 companies, with 
key players like Opsonin Saline and Nipro JMI, the latter commanding over 70% of the market share 
in consumables. Recently, new companies have entered the market, diversifying into product lines 
such as radiological, electro-medical, orthopedic, and diagnostic devices.

Commercializing medical devices in Bangladesh presents both opportunities and challenges. The 
potential for expanding the manufacturing of medical devices is immense, with the market size 
projected to exceed USD 800 million by 2025. This growth is driven by increasing income levels, 
rising awareness about early disease detection, and the prevalence of chronic illnesses requiring 
long-term treatment plans.

Medical device research in Bangladesh remains underdeveloped due to a lack of infrastructure, 
funding, industry-academia collaboration, and support systems. The shortage of skilled human 
resources in biomedical engineering and brain drain further hampers innovation and 
industrialization. Despite these limitations, the country is witnessing a gradual increase in 
innovation, with institutions like the Dept. of Biomedical Physics & Technology, Dhaka University, 
RISE at Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology, and Advanced Intelligent 
Multidisciplinary Systems Lab  (AIMS) Lab, Institute of Research, Innovation, Incubation & 
Commercialization (IRIIC) at United International University fostering a culture of research and 
development. The  Dept. of Biomedical Physics & Technology, Dhaka University invented a few 
medical devices and equipment but did not patent these devices, BUET invented a device called 
OxyJet during the time of COVID-19 and they are in the process of patenting a few other 
innovations.

One notable success story is CMED Health Ltd. The concept of CMED was born in the AIMS Lab 
at United International University, Bangladesh, in 2015. The research conducted there was 
patented and published in the acclaimed Elsevier Journal. From this foundation, CMED was 
developed, nurtured, and finally established as an impact initiative in 2016 to create health inclusion 
through AI and digital health.

CMED Health is transforming the healthcare landscape in Bangladesh with its end-to-end 
comprehensive, multi-layered scalable digital healthcare platform. This platform connects over 4 
million people with health services, early diagnosis, health education, and referrals for intervention 
to achieve Health Inclusion (UHC) for SDG. The goal of CMED Health is to reduce health risks, 
healthcare costs, and time by utilizing smart medical technologies integrated into a smartphone 
application. CMED is playing a crucial role in reducing the need for imports of AI technology and 
has the potential to export its services to other developing countries like Bangladesh.  

Intellectual Property (IP) rights are crucial for promoting innovation and protecting inventors’ 
creations. In Bangladesh, the IP framework has evolved significantly, with recent reforms aligning 
more closely with international standards. The introduction of the Patent Act 2023 marks a pivotal 
update, replacing the previous Patents and Designs Act of 1911. This new legislation provides a 
comprehensive framework for patent protection, broadening the scope of patentable subject 
matter to include biotechnological and software-related inventions. Online application systems are 
being developed to facilitate easier access to IP information and services.

The medical technology sector in Bangladesh faces several critical challenges, particularly regarding 
research, innovation, patent, and commercialization. A significant problem is the lack of awareness, 



access to patent databases and inadequate support for patent filing, which leaves many innovators 
and researchers unaware of the benefits of IP protection and the patenting process. This lack of 
awareness extends to the general population, where knowledge about IP laws and their significance 
remains limited. Universities and research institutions often lack dedicated IP offices to guide 
researchers, and proper guidance for patent filing is missing in many universities, incubation 
centers, and start-ups, resulting in low patent filings and a general lack of focus on IP. The patent 
application process, although improved, still faces regulatory hurdles and high costs, with the cost 
of IP registration being prohibitively high for many innovators. Additionally, the presence of skilled 
expatriates in the medical device sector helps research and production, but the lack of domain 
knowledge in relevant offices and organizations exacerbates this issue. A push for digital 
transformation is essential to promote patenting and make patent applications more accessible and 
efficient.

Further, the sector faces several challenges that hinder innovation. These include lengthy product 
registration processes, pricing regulations, VAT disparities, high import duties, customs clearance 
delays, and rising shipping costs. The lack of local repair options for imported devices and 
inadequate testing labs further complicate the scenario. While the government has introduced 
policies and incentives, such as tax exemptions for hospitals outside major cities and concessional 
import duties on raw materials, to stimulate growth in the healthcare sector, these measures have 
not fully addressed the existing challenges. Export incentives, including a 50% tax exemption on 
export income and a 10% cash incentive based on export value, encourage local manufacturers but 
are not sufficient to overcome the barriers to innovation in the medical device sector.

To improve the medical device research, innovation, and patenting landscape, Bangladesh must 
address several critical areas. Nationwide awareness campaigns and educational programs are 
essential to inform researchers and entrepreneurs about IP protection. Workshops, seminars, and 
online courses can be valuable tools in this effort. Integrating IP education into the curriculum of 
universities and science clubs can create a culture of innovation and patenting from an early stage. 
Establishing dedicated IP offices within universities and research institutions to assist with patent 
searches, drafting, and filing processes can provide the necessary support and guidance to 
researchers, helping them navigate the complexities of the patenting process. Refining the 
regulatory framework to address the specific needs of the medical device sector is also crucial.

A structured needs assessment process is essential to identify gaps in health service provision, 
prioritize appropriate medical devices, and develop realistic implementation plans based on 
identified priorities. Fostering stronger collaboration between government, industry, and academia 
through joint research projects, public-private partnerships, and industry-academia consortia is 
crucial. Investing in state-of-the-art R&D infrastructure, including laboratories, testing facilities, and 
incubation centers, is critical. Building an ecosystem conducive to innovator growth is more 
important than solely focusing on intellectual property. Collaborating with international 
organizations for capacity building, awareness, and infrastructure improvement for IP registration 
is also essential. Establishing effective mechanisms for licensing and technology transfer, including 
the proposed Technology Transfer Center (TTC), can facilitate access to global technologies. 
Licensing and technology transfer could significantly enhance Bangladesh’s medical device sector by 
reducing import dependence and enabling exports.
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The lack of collaboration between industry and academia is a significant challenge. Universities 
often conduct fundamental research, but commercialization is hindered by the lack of industry 
involvement. Establishing technology transfer centers and incubation centers within universities 
can bridge this gap. Government support is essential for enabling these initiatives and fostering a 
culture of innovation and knowledge exchange. Collaborating with big corporate houses for 
research and development initiatives in universities can significantly improve the current situation. 
Providing sponsorship for research projects in universities can fuel innovation and drive academic 
excellence.

Establishing institutions like the National Electro Medical Equipment Maintenance Workshop & 
Training Centre (NEMEMW & TC) as research and innovation hubs could be transformative. With 
support from the government and private sectors, an ecosystem conducive to medical device 
innovation can be created. Additionally, fostering a culture of research and innovation in 
universities, along with providing incentives and career growth opportunities for scientists, 
doctors, engineers, and other related professionals who value patents and intellectual property, is 
crucial for advancing research and innovation in Bangladesh’s medical device sector.

The medical device sector in Bangladesh is at a critical juncture, with significant potential for 
growth and innovation. Overcoming the challenges to improve research, innovation, patent, and 
commercialization in Bangladesh’s medical technology industry can be beneficial. Economically, the 
country can boost exports after fulfilling local needs, by reducing dependence on imported medical 
devices, creating jobs for skilled professionals, and attracting both domestic and international 
investments. This growth can enhance healthcare access by making advanced medical devices more 
affordable and available, thereby improving patient outcomes and reducing overall healthcare costs. 
Technological advancements can be achieved through the development of cutting-edge medical 
technologies tailored to local needs, facilitated by stronger collaboration between government, 
industry, and academia. This collaboration can also lead to increased patent filings, showcasing 
Bangladesh’s innovation capabilities globally and generating revenue through licensing and 
technology transfer agreements. Integrating IP and innovation into educational curricula can 
enhance education quality and prepare students for careers in medical technology while providing 
incentives and career growth opportunities for scientists, doctors, engineers, and other related 
professionals who can attract and retain talent by reducing brain drain. Additionally, increased 
awareness of IP and medical technology can lead to better community engagement with 
innovations. Strategically, Bangladesh can position itself as a regional leader in healthcare and 
medical technology innovation, fostering international partnerships and aligning with sustainable 
development goals. By addressing existing challenges and implementing these initiatives, Bangladesh 
can significantly enhance its medical technology industry, leading to substantial economic, 
healthcare, technological, and social benefits to achieve the goal of Smart Bangladesh.
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Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are the backbone of the national economy in 
Bangladesh. This sector is playing an important role to develop the economy of our country. The 
role of SMEs sector is immense to alleviate the poverty from the country as well. Small and 
Medium enterprises are particularly suitable for the densely populated countries like Bangladesh 
where SME sector can provide huge employment opportunity with much lower investment. They 
are expected to create jobs, reduce poverty, and drive a resilient national economy. SMEs are 
accounting for 25% of the GDP of Bangladesh and 80% of total industrial jobs; and therefore, 
significantly have been contributing to 6% to 8% of the economic growth rate in the last decade. 
Recently in Bangladesh, a critical number of women are involved in small and medium size 
businesses. However, all of them are not properly educated to manage their intangible assets 
through IP protection. 

Understanding Brand 
Brands are omnipresent; they penetrate almost every aspect of our life: economic, social, cultural, 
sporting, even religion. In postmodern societies where individuals wants to give name to their 
consumption, brands can and should be analyzed through various perspectives: macroeconomics; 
microeconomics, sociology, anthropology, history, semiotics, philosophy and so on (Kapferer, 
2004). The American Marketing Association states that “a brand is a name, term, sign, symbol or 
a combination of them, intended to identify the goods and services of one seller or a group of 
sellers and to differentiate them from their competitors”. A brand is a more than a logo, a trade 
name, or a trademark, although such elements are all a part of it. Most importantly, brands refer 
to reputation, visibility and the ability to attract loyal clients who will further recommend the 
business. Brands are a key element in the company’s relationships with customers - they represent 
consumers’ perceptions and feelings about a product and its performance. A product or service, 
regardless of its quality, can be defined by this single concept: their brand, and this is exactly the 
reason why it is so important for entrepreneurs to build on their brand.

Branding and its protection
Branding is the process involved in creating a brand for a company in the consumers mind. The 
main aim of branding is to create a strong presence in a market which attracts customers who will 
become loyal to this product/company. Branding is something that triggers the emotions and minds 
of people, associated with the creation of the identity of a company: the sense of who you are, who 
you want to be and how you want others to see the company. The concerted efforts of product 
development and market development secure a competitive position for the brand, resulting in 
higher revenues and the increase of shareholder value. Brand equity is the set of assets and 

Importance of branding for SME’s: 
Bangladesh perspective
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liabilities associated with a brand, such as the positive image of Coca Cola in terms of a recreational 
beverage, or its negative image in terms of health and the consumption of sugar. Brand equity 
management is becoming an important component of corporate strategy.

Strategists would need to capitalize on the positive aspects of the brand and minimize liabilities 
through:
 Association and differentiation: Brand equity is built by associating the brand with 

other successful brands or by differentiating it sufficiently to attract new customers. Hotel 
chains such as Marriot, Radisson, and Westin engage in this type of strategy across their 
advertising, product promotions, and loyalty programs. Differentiation of the brand from 
competing products through visual imagery and marketing communications allows 
companies to position their products in a crowded market space.

 Brand protection: Much time and effort would be dedicated to protecting the brand 
through copyright and trademarks. Google alone has 293 trademarks under its corporate 
umbrella.

Economic Contribution of SME’s in Bangladesh
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) Country Report indicated that SMEs in Bangladesh 
accounted for more than 99% of private sector industrial establishments and created job 
opportunities for 70%–80% of the nonagricultural labor force.  The Bangladesh economy has been 
showing sustainable recovery from the impact of the global coronavirus pandemic. The GDP 
growth experienced a sharp fall at 3.45 percent in FY 2019-20 from 7.88 percent growth of 
pre-pandemic year. However, GDP growth rebounded and stood at 6.94 percent in FY 2020-21 and 
7.10 percent in FY 2021-22. But due to Russia-Ukraine crisis and the continuous conflict in 
Middle-East, the economic growth in FY 2022-23 has been hampered.

According to the ‘Index of Industrial Production of Manufacturing on SMMe Scale’ (Base Year: 
2015-16), the average general index of industrial production (Small, Medium and Micro 
manufacturing) increased by 8.27 percent to 196.90 point during July-October of FY 2022-23 over 
that of FY 2021-22. During the period, the growth in the indices for garments, textile and leather 
and leather product are 22.70 percent, (-) 1.73 percent and 11.24 percent respectively.
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Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) are considered as a potential sector for solving 
unemployment problem through new employment generation. This sector has been playing a 
significant role in achieving economic growth and earning foreign currency by encouraging and 
expanding the business activities. For the expansion and development of the sector to enhance the 
standard of lifestyle of the mass people and ensure women empowerment to reduce gender 
discrimination, Bangladesh Bank has been continuing its refinancing facilities in the year 2022 for 
Banks and Non-Bank Financial Institutions (NBFIs) against their financing to SMEs.

Strategic importance
SMEs are strategically important if an economy is to live up to expectations of increased economic 
growth and development. The SME sector has been contributing to the economic development of 
marginal people by ensuring access to institutional financing for small and medium-sized 
entrepreneurs across the country. It is observed from our study that the SME sector significantly 
contributes to our economic growth and is expected to promote employment and increase 
income which virtually increases the standard of living and eradicate poverty.

Conclusion
Let me wind up this discussion by emphasizing once again the urgent need for promoting IP 
education and research in Bangladesh. Properly designed teaching courses on the subject should be 
included in the curriculum of the institutions of higher learning without wasting any more time. 
This along with the arrangement for strengthening entrepreneurial education and training facilities 
are expected to encourage entrepreneurial activities, enterprise development, boost up 
sustainable SME growth and help achieve inclusive development in Bangladesh.  In this regard, 
measures can be adopted to make our entrepreneurs aware of the system and its benefits. Our IP 
office is conducting various awareness programs for this purpose. It is therefore important that IP 
is used as an enabler for innovation, competitiveness and growth, post-graduation in order to 
ensure Bangladesh’s integration into the increasingly knowledge based global economy. In other 
words, IP needs to be repositioned as a development tool, which generates concrete and positive 
impact amongst different stakeholders especially SMEs.

References: 
1. Md. Alauddin  & Mustafa Manir Chowdhury, Small and Medium Enterprise in Bangladesh : 

Prospects and Challenge, Global Journal of Management and Business Research: C Finance 
Volume 15 Issue 7 Version 1.0 Year 2015, 02

2. Upendra Kumar Maurya and  P. Mishra, What is a brand? A Perspective on Brand Meaning, 
European Journal of Business and Management www.iiste.org ISSN 2222-1905 (Paper) ISSN 
2222-2839 (Online) Vol 4, No.3, 2012, 122

3. Ms. Luthfe Ara Begum et al./, Estimating the contribution of SMEs output on GDP growth 



in BangladeshA VECM Approach, Special Research Work-SP 2022-02 , Research Department,  
Division-4 (Special Studies and Fiscal Affairs Wing) Bangladesh Bank, 2022, 13

4. World Intellectual Property Report 2013,  Brands – Reputation and Image in the Global 
Marketplace,2013,  22

5. Zsófia Rácz-Molnár et al./ BRANDING AND EXTROVERSION HANDBOOK: A GUIDE 
FOR SMES, Branding EU, European Commission, Erasmus+, 05

6. Tanya Sammut-Bonnici, Brand and Branding , January 2015 DOI: 
10.1002/9781118785317.weom120161, at: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/272184078

7. IMF Country Report (2012)
8. Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)
9. Bangladesh Economic Review 2023, Chapter 2-GDP, Savings and Investment, 14
10. Bangladesh Economic Review 2023, Chapter 8-INDUSTRY, 110-111
11. Internet.   

wek^ †gavm¤ú` w`em-202450



wek^ †gavm¤ú` w`em-2024 51

* Consultant (Patent), Daffodil International University
 (Ex-Director, BCSIR)

* Dr. Md. Zahurul Haque

Intellectual Property and Innovation
Intellectual property rights, such as patents, industrial designs, trademarks, and copyrights, create a 
legal framework that safeguards the products of human creativity and innovation. These protections 
inspire inventors and creators to invest their time and resources into developing new and innovative 
solutions, by giving them the possibility to profit from their creations. This encourages the 
development of new technologies and creative outputs, as inventors and creators can benefit from 
their work, and society as a whole can benefit from the resulting advancements. By providing legal 
protections for inventors and creators, IP rights encourage investment in new and innovative 
solutions, ensuring that inventors can potentially benefit from their innovations, which incentivizes 
the development of new technologies and creative outputs.

The Sustainable Development Goals, commonly referred to as SDGs, represent a set of objectives 
that nations worldwide have agreed upon to create a more sustainable and better future for 
everyone. The primary purpose of these goals is to tackle global issues like poverty, inequality, 
environmental damage, climate change, peace, and justice. Intellectual property systems play a crucial 
role in fostering innovation and creativity to achieve these goals. Intellectual property intersects with 
several key SDGs, which are mentioned below:

 Good health and well-being (SDG 3): Patents play a vital role in the pharmaceutical industry 
by promoting the development of new drugs and healthcare technologies. These 
innovations can lead to better health outcomes and an increased life expectancy.

 Affordable and clean energy (SDG 7): Protecting intellectual property rights encourages 
research and development in renewable energy technologies, which is essential for 
transitioning to sustainable energy sources.

 Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure (SDG 9): Intellectual property (IP) rights play a 
crucial role in the development of resilient infrastructure and innovation across all 
industries. This is essential for the economic growth and well-being of humanity.

 Reduced Inequalities (SDG 10): IP can contribute to reducing inequalities by encouraging 
inclusive innovation. For example, technologies can be tailored to meet the needs of 
underserved communities and subsequently be made available to them.

 Responsible Consumption and Production (SDG 12): Innovations in manufacturing 
processes and waste management that are supported by IP protection can result in more 
sustainable consumption and production practices.

Intellectual Property and Sustainable 
Development Goals: Innovation and 

Growth in the Perspective of Bangladesh
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Here’s how IP rights can play a crucial role in several sectors of 
Bangladesh
a. Enhancing Agricultural Productivity
Bangladesh’s economy relies heavily on agriculture, which employs a significant part of the population. 
Intellectual property (IP) can play an essential role in driving innovation in agriculture by protecting 
new plant varieties, agricultural innovations, and biotechnologies. These protections can encourage 
the development and dissemination of higher-yielding crop varieties and environmentally friendly 
pesticides and fertilizers, leading to increased agricultural productivity and sustainability, which aligns 
with SDG 2: Zero Hunger. This, in turn, can help ensure food security and reduce poverty in rural 
areas.

b. Boosting the Pharmaceutical Sector
The pharmaceutical industry in Bangladesh has experienced impressive growth and is now in a 
position to expand its reach to global markets. By implementing stronger intellectual property (IP) 
laws, the sector can become more competitive by encouraging innovation and investment in new 
drugs and treatments. This is especially important for addressing local health challenges, such as 
communicable diseases, which align with SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being). Robust IP 
protections could help local companies move up the value chain from generic production to original 
research, thereby boosting their export potential and contributing to economic growth.

c. Promoting Renewable Energy Technologies
Bangladesh is at high risk of the adverse effects of climate change, and it requires immediate 
implementation of sustainable energy solutions. Intellectual property rights (IP) can act as a driving 
force for the development and adoption of renewable energy technologies, in line with Sustainable 
Development Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy. By safeguarding innovations in solar, wind, and 
bioenergy technologies, Bangladesh can reduce its reliance on fossil fuels, decrease energy imports, 
and improve energy security.

d. Strengthening the Textile and Garment Industry
The textile and garment industry is a crucial player in Bangladesh’s economy. Intellectual property (IP) 
can significantly contribute to the transformation of this sector by promoting the development and 
use of sustainable manufacturing technologies and environmentally-friendly materials. This is in line 
with SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production). Additionally, safeguarding original designs 
and brand identities through trademarks and copyrights can add value to products and increase 
competitiveness in the market.

e. Fostering Digital Innovations
With the ever-increasing expansion of the digital economy, safeguarding intellectual property (IP) 
rights is becoming more and more important. This is especially crucial for Bangladesh as it aims to 
become an advanced digital economy. Promoting innovation can encourage investment in tech 
startups and IT firms, which can further support SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure).

Responsibility of Department of Patent, Industrial Design and 
Trademarks (DPDT)
Department of Patent, Industrial Design and Trademarks (DPDT) is responsible for granting patents 
and protecting IP rights in Bangladesh. Earlier the patent right was governed by the Patent and Design 



Act, 1911, the Rules 1933.  Recently, the Bangladesh govt. enacted the Bangladesh Patent Act, 2022. 
And also facing some challenges for granting patent rights in Bangladesh. These are –i) lack of 
awareness among the general public about the importance of patents, intellectual property (IP) 
protection, and the implementation of relevant laws; ii) lack of patent filing guidelines; iii) lack of clear 
rules and regulations to execute the Bangladesh Patent Act, 2022. For these reasons the acceptance 
rate for patents is not yet significant compared to other countries. So, efforts to formulate more 
regulations to expedite the patent registration process is urgently necessary to increasing public 
awareness and promoting the patent and design sector. 

Patent Securing Organizations
There is a good number of scientists/researchers/students from different Research and Development 
(R&D) organizations are functioning in Bangladesh for securing patent rights. The prominent patent 
filing organizations are BCSIR, BAEC, BARC, BARI and some government universities as well as a few 
other private organizations/companies. On the other hand, patent earning activity of private 
university is very insignificant. At this situation, first time, the Daffodil International University (DIU) 
has come forward to develop patentable products through their R&D works. The DIU has planned 
for at least 50 patent registrations over the next two years, as DIU is being able to tackle challenges 
for patent registration. Here it is to mention that the Daffodil International University has also 
established a “Patent Development Office” under the Faculty of Graduate Studies (FGS) in 2023. The 
office is responsible for supporting the commercialization of patentable university products, which 
will improve the country’s economy and industrial potential.  

Conclusions
Bangladesh has the potential to gain significant benefits by implementing comprehensive strategies to 
fully utilize Intellectual Property (IP) in advancing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These 
strategies should focus on improving IP education and awareness, strengthening IP enforcement, 
balancing IP rights with public access, and fostering international collaboration. 

By aligning its IP strategy with SDG commitments, Bangladesh can create a sustainable and inclusive 
economic environment that promotes long-term prosperity and development.
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