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SHIPPING CIRCULAR NO: 1/2026

Subject: Advisory to Bangladesh Flag Vessels in view of the Ongoing Armed Conflict in between
USA and Islamic Republic of Iran.

 
In view of the ongoing armed conflict involving the Islamic Republic of Iran and USA heightened military
activities in the region, all Bangladesh flag vessels navigating, trading, or intending to transit through the
Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz, Gulf of Oman, Arabian Sea, and adjoining waters are hereby advised to
exercise extreme cautions.
 
Shipowners, operators, Masters, CSOs, and Company Security Officers are requested to strictly comply
with the following precautionary measures:
 
1.  Voyage Planning & Risk Assessment
Conduct a detailed voyage-specific Risk Assessment prior to entering the High-Risk Area (HRA).
 
Continuously monitor navigational warnings, NAVTEX, MSI broadcasts, and intelligence reports.
 
Review flag State, P&I Club, and war risk insurance conditions.
 
2. Security Measures Onboard
 
Implement Ship security plan as per ISPS Code.
Consider elevating Ship Security Level as appropriate in consultation with the Company Security Officer.
 
Maintain strict access control and enhance gangway and waterside watchkeeping.
Ensure AIS is operated in accordance with SOLAS requirements, taking into account safety and security
considerations.
 
3. Navigation & Operational Safety
 
Maintain safe distance from military assets and avoid loitering in sensitive areas.
Exercise caution when approaching Iranian ports or ports in neighboring states affected by military
operations.
 
Ensure all navigation and communication equipment are fully operational.
Maintain continuous VHF watch on emergency and port control channels.
 
4. Crew Safety & Emergency Preparedness
 
Conduct emergency drills including fire, damage control, and abandon ship drills.
Identify and brief crew on safe muster areas.
Ensure emergency contacts are readily available.
Limit deck activities during heightened threat levels.
 
5. Communication & Reporting
 
Maintain regular communication with Company Headquarters.
Report any suspicious activity, drone presence, missile sighting, or security-related incidents
immediately to:
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Department of Shipping, Bangladesh
Nearest Coastal State Authority
UKMTO (if operating in Gulf region)
Company Security Officer
 
6. Insurance & Charter Party Considerations
 
Bangladesh Flag ship owners and operators are advised to review their war risk insurance policy and
consult with P&I club and underwriters for potential coverage implications. Review charter party clauses
relating to war risk and safe port/safe berth provisions.
 
All concerned are advised that the safety of life at sea remains paramount importance. Masters should
use his overriding authority to take any necessary decision for the safety and security of the vessel,
crew, cargo and protecting marine pollution.
 
 
      This Circular shall remain in force until further notice.
 

03-03-2026
Commodore Md. Shafiul Bari, (ND),

OSP, ndc, psc, BN
Director General

Phone : +88-02-223374360
E-mail : info@dos.gov.bd

Distribution (Not in the order of seniority):
1. Secretary, Office of the Secretary, Office of Shipping ministry;
2. �চয়ার�ান, Chairman’s Office, চবক;
3. �চয়ার�ান, �চয়ার�ান এর দ�র, Mongla Port Authority;
4. Chairman, Office of the Chairman,Payra Port Authority, 
;
5. Principal Officer, Principal Officer’s office, Mercantile Marine Office;
6. Director(Operation),, Bangladesh Navy, Naval Headquarters, Banani, Dhaka,, 
;
7. Managing Director, 
ব�াপনা পিরচালক এর দ�র, BSC;, 
;
8. Director General, CoastGuard, Coastguard Headquarter, Sher-E- Banglanagar, Dhaka,, 
;
9. Chairman, Bangladesh Ocean Going Ship Owner Association (BOGSOA), House-11/B, Road-30. Bloc
k-CWS, Gulshan-1, Dhaka(Request to distribute all the members of the association), 
;
10. President/Secretary,, BAFFA,House No. 10 (Level-2 & 3) Road No. 17A, Block-E Banani, Dhaka-121
3, info@baffa-bd.org;, 
;
11. President/Secretary, Bangladesh Shipping Agents’ Association,Makkah Madinah Trade Centre (2nd 
Floor), 78, Agrabad C/A, Chattogram-4100, Bangladesh., , bsaa.office@gmail.com;, 
;
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12. President/Secretary, LPG Operators Association of Bangladesh. 98/B Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka 1212,
loabbd@gmail.com and, 
;
13. Managing Director/CEO, Kabir Manzil, Sk. Mujib Road, Agrabad, Chittagong, 
;
14. Chairman, HR Bhaban , 26/1 Kakrail Road, Dhaka-1000 10) Managing Director, Meghna Group of In
dustries, Fresh Villa House # 15, Road # 34, Gulshan-1 Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh, 
;
15. System Analyst, ICT Section, Department of Shipping( for Website upload);
16. Managing Director, Akij Shipping Lines Ltd., Akij House, L-02, 198 Bir Uttam Mir Shawkat Sarak, Tej
goan, Dhaka -1208, Bangladesh, 
and
17. সভাপিত/সাধারণ স�াদক, বাংলােদশ িশপ �ািনং এেজ� এেসািসেয়শন , কাজী কমে�  (৪থ # তলা), �হাি%ং নং-৪৮৬০/৬১৮৮, আ+াবাদ এে স 
�রাড, �বপারীপাড়া, চ.+াম।, 
.

03-03-2026
Captain Md. Giashuddin Ahmed

Chief Nautical Surveyor (Current duty)
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