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Message  
 

I am delighted to know Epidemiology Cell, Department of Livestock Services (DLS) with the 
support of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) prepared the Animal Health 
Activities Report for the year 2021–2023. This report is prepared with the help of real-time 
data from active and passive surveillances, primary data from different epidemiological 
studies, and data from outbreak investigations. It will help officers and policymakers in 
planning and implementing effective strategies for disease prevention and control in the 
livestock sector.  

We want to make our disease reporting system smarter. Now Bangladesh Animal Health 
Intelligence System (BAHIS) is rolled out in all upazillas. Upazila Livestock Officers were 
instructed to use BAHIS for the reporting of the surveillance. To increase epidemiological 
capacity at the field level, we have Deputy Chief Epidemiologists (DCE) at the division level.  
Involving those DCEs, disease monitoring and reporting capacities have been increased. Sink 
surveillance in the live bird market (LBM) is being conducted in Dhaka and Chattogram 
which helps to know the current situation of avian influenza. 

The Epidemiology Cell of DLS is capable of responding early to outbreak investigations. 
Between 2021 and 2023, they conducted 21 outbreak investigations nationwide. These 
investigations help DLS identify new diseases and control unwanted events within the 
country. 

All the above-mentioned data were collated, analyzed, and interpreted and the information 
will be used by the field-level officers of DLS and partner organizations for their better 
understanding of the current disease situation. It also supports the allocation of limited 
resources and cost-effective management of animal diseases in Bangladesh. The Field 
Epidemiology Training Programme for Veterinarians (FETPV), funded by GHD|EMPHNET, 
has helped DLS field veterinarians become more proficient epidemiologists. 

The reports provide valuable insights into the current status and trends of animal health and 
disease in Bangladesh. As we move forward, especially in light of the government’s vision, 
let us remain focused on collaborating to safeguard the well-being of our livestock sector. 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Md. Reajul Huq 
Director General 
Department of Livestock Services (DLS), 
Krishi Khamar Sarak, Farmgate, Dhaka 
Bangladesh 
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1. Introduction 

This animal health activities report from the Department of Livestock Services (DLS) presents an overview of the 

epidemiological situation for the livestock priority diseases, monitoring of the poultry farm assessment, and responses 

to the disease outbreaks from 2021 to 2023. 

In the span of these three years, DLS has gathered data, monitored disease trends, and responded to disease outbreaks. 

The insights derived from this report will be helpful in shaping policies, guiding research, and informing stakeholders 

at all levels—from farmers to policymakers—about the challenges and achievements in the animal health sector. 

DLS has prepared this report with the technical support from FAO ECTAD. This report has been prepared with real-

time data from active and passive surveillance, primary data from different epidemiological studies, and data from 

outbreak investigations. All the above-mentioned data were collated, analyzed and interpreted and the information will 

be used for the field-level officers of DLS and partner organizations for their better understanding of the current disease 

situation, to support the allocation of limited resources of the country and manage the animal diseases in a cost-effective 

manner. 

 

2. Surveillance 

2.1 Active Surveillance  

2.1.1. Live bird market (LBM) sink surveillance for avian influenza  

 

The LBM sink surveillance programme for monitoring H5N1 highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) and detecting 

novel influenza viruses continued monthly sampling from 106 and 70 medium and large-sized LBMs in Dhaka and 

Chattogram, respectively. Environmental samples were taken by FAO-trained Market Environmental Surveillance 

Officers (MESOs) within the DLS and the municipal human health service.  

 

2.1.1.1. Surveillance by year, 2016-2023 

 
Figure 1: Annual prevalence of influenza A, H5, and H9 subtype in LBMs between 2016 and 2023 

Since the sink surveillance programme inception in Dhaka in 2016 and in Chattogram in 2017, a total of 15,814 pooled 

samples were collected from LBMs and tested by real-time PCR for influenza A. Influenza A (Matrix gene) positive 

samples were tested for H5, H7, and H9 subtypes by real-time PCR. The prevalence of influenza A has been increasing 

since 2019 and reached 61% in 2021. Similar to the prevalence of influenza A, the prevalence of H5 and H9 subtypes 
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