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Certain Airyutes arose out of the interpretation of this report.
gerr*rai}3- i;lxrsil as the Radcliffe Au'ard.

Bp' speeial agreement concluded on December 14th, 1948, at the Inter-
Da::u:icrn Conference held at New Delhi the trvo Dominions agreed as
frll'-urs for the settlement of these Disputes :-

{1) " A Ttibtural should be set up at as early a date as possible and
rmt later than January 31st, 1949, for the adjudication and final setfle-
ment of the following boundary disputes arising oul of the interpretation
rif the Radcliffe Award and for demarcating the bouadary accordlngry:-

(A) East-West Bengal disputes concerning-
(i) the boundary betu,een the district of Murshidabad (West

Bengal) and the district of Rajshahi including the thanas
of Nawabganj and Shibganj of pre-partition Malda District
(East Bengal) ; and

(ii) that portion of the common boundary between the two
Dominions which lies between the point on the River Ganges
where the channel of the River Mathabhanga takes off
according to Sir Cyril Radcliffe,s Au,ard and the northern-
most,point where the channel meets the bounriary betrveen
the th_anas of Daulatpur and Karimpur accorcling to that
Arvard.

tB) East Bengal-Assam disputes concerning-
(i) the Patharia Hill Reserve F-orest; anr.l At(ii) the ccurse of tire Ku.fsi1,'ara P,iver. y/

t2) The Tlil'"rnal shall ccnslsi cf Lht'ee members'as follo'=;s:
One mernber rcminated b;' each of the t',vo Dominions of India

airC Fakistan, such pel'son being one who is hoiding or has
held i:igh jr-rdicial office and e Chairman who is hoiding
c:' i:as held higir jucticial ofllce and is acceptable to both
Doi-::iiricns. In the event oi ciisagreement betu'een the
i:ie;::iler's, the decision of tire Chairma"n shali be final in
ail matters. The Tribunal sha1l report within three months
t:'oln the d,ate of lts iirst sitting.

' i3) After tl:e Tribunal iras ad"jurtricated upon the disputes, the
l',-'irjlaaiies shail i:e demarcated joinfly by the eiperts of bothi)ominions.ii rl:ei'e rs an-v disagreemert het,,.,,-een tl:e expeits regarciiig the actuiliiei:rcation of tiie kroundar';; i,:t siit:, si;ci-r disagre"*errf shall be reieiieotc r-,e Tribur;al for decisicn and tl:e boundary Jhall be demarcated *nurivin accoi'dance r',,ith such decision.

i+) The Tribunai shalt prescril:e the procedure to kre foilowed for
adjudicating upon the disputes as s,eh as for deciding the point or poinis
of clisagreement, if any arising fron: the demarca+;io" 6i rou?raaLv. ,,

According to the agreement tl-re cost of the Tribunal and of imple-
r:rer.iting the agreement containeC in paragraphs (1), {2) and (3) abo'.;e
other than that of the staff normaily employed by the tr.i.,o Gcvernrnents
s]:'';uld be borne equally by both Dominions.

Pursuant to section t2) of the said Agreement the Gove::nrnents of
tire trvo Dominior:s nominated as members of the Tribunai, the Govti:n-
:nenr of India the Hon'bie Chandrasekhara Aiyar, retired judge of the
lladras Fligh court, and the Governrnent of pakistan ihe- I{on'ble
*L S_@h"abuddi.n, jud.ge-of the High court at Dacca in East Bengal. The
trvo High contracting Parties nominated as chairman the l{on,6le Algct
Bagge, former mernber of the Supreme Court of Sweden.

By speeial agreements in Nol,ember, 1949, betrveen the Governrnents
of the two Dominions it was settled. that the Tribunal thus compcsed
should be deemed to have been set up in terms of the Delhi agreement
ot I-ieceml:er 14th, 1948, that the Tribunal shouid open its proceedings at
Calcutta and that it shculd sit part of tr're time at Calcutta and part of
the time at Dacca, the Headquarters of the Tribunal being wherever it
is sitting-Jor the time being. ft rvas also agreed that the sittings at
Calcutta anti Dacca should be for approximately equal perlods. All
arrangements for the sittings at Calcutta should be made by the Govern-
mei,l" of India and those for the sittings at Dacca by the Government of
Pai:istan.

On December 3rd, 1949, the Tribunal held an infcrmal meeting in
the Great Eastern Hotel at Caicutta and, acting pursuant to the provi
sions of the Inter-Dominion Agreement of 1948, established the neces-
sary rules for the procedure. It was decided-

(i) that the Tribunal would be known as ,,The Indo-pakistari
Boundary Disputes Tribunal " ;
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(ii) tlat the hearings c$nc€rning East West B€ngal disrtes
should take place at Calcutta and ttre hearings oorerning
East Bengal-Assam disputes should take plaee at Dacca ;

(iii) that the hearings should be open to publie, the Tribunal
reserving to themselves the right to make exceptions to
this rule;

(iv) that the Ttibunal should hear oral arguments by Counsel of
each party, in the dispute concerning the boundary between

' the District of Murshidabad and the district of Rajshahi,
the Indian Government beginning and the pakistan Govern-
ment replying; in the Oisputd concerning the River
Mathabhanga the Pakistan Government beginning and the
Indian _Government replying; in the dispirte dbncerning
the Patharia Hill Reseivb Forest, the Indian GovernmenT

. b-egilpng and the Pakistan Government reptying a"a i"
the dis-pute concerning the course of the River kusiyara,
the Pakistan Government beginning and the rndian Goirern-
r-nent replying;

, (v) that the procedure should be informal ; and

(vi) that the proceedings should be recorded by the Secretary-
General appointed by the Tribunal, a full shorthand report
being also made.

The Tribunal appointed as Secretary-General to the Tribunal the
Honourable G. de Sydow, judge of the Court of Appeal at Stockholm.

The hearing took place in the West Bengal Legislative Assembly
Builtiings at Calcutta from December 5th until December 16th, 7949,
and in the Legislative Building at Dacca frotn January 4th until January
12th, 1950. The Government of the Dominion of India was represented
by Sri S. M. Bose, Advocate-General, West Bengal, Bar.-at-Law, assisted
by,l,{essrs. M. N. Ghosh, Bar.-at-Law, M. M. Sen, Bar.-at-Law, K. Bagchi,
Advocate and K. K. Sen, Pleader. The Government'of the Dominion
of Irakistan was represented in Catrcutta by Mr. W. W. K. Page, K:C., Bar.-
at-Law, assisted by Messrs. Fayyaz Ali, Advocate-General, East Bengal,
and Meshbahuddin, Advocate, and in Dacca by Mr. Fayyaz Ali, assisted
by .il{essrs. Mansur Alam, Advoeate, and Meshbahuddin, Advocate.

Oral argurnents were presented on behalf of the Government of
India by Sri S. M. Bose and on behalf of the Government of Pakistan
by &Iessrs. Page and Aii.

An official report of the oral proceedings rvas prepared by the
Secretary-General to the Tribunal. AIso a complete shorthand report
of 'rhe hearings was made,under the supervision of the Tribunal and the
trarties. When closing the hearings on January 72tlt, 7950, the Chair-
mari stated that the decisions of the Tribunal would be delivered to the
trvo Governments in writing within about one month's time from that
date.

III

The Tlibunal having carefully considered the cases, bral arguments,
d-ocr"iryreqtg and maps presented by either side and finding a local inspec-
tion in"Dispute II unnecessary, makes the following decisions:

DISPU1TE I.

The iti,spute concerns the bound,arg between the itistrict of Mu,rshrd,-
ttba!, (W9st Bengal) and, the distre"ct of Bajshahi i,nclud,i,ng th,e thanas
of i{atnabganj and, Bhtbgclnj of pre-parti,tion Malda ilistri,ct {East Bengat.)

Mr. Justice Chandrasekhara Aiyar opines as follows :-
Appendix I.

The conclusion of Mr. Justice Chanfuasekhara Aiyar, is as follows :-
The district boundary on the date of the Award must be ascertained

ancl demarcated. rf this is impossible, the midstream line of the river
Ganggs and the land boundary will be demarcated within one year from
the date of the publication of this Award.
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LIr. fidke Shahabuddin opines as follows:-
Appendix II.

The eondusion of trltr. Justice Shahabuddin is as follows :

Tte eonstruction put by Pakistan on the Award in connection with
+his dispute is correct and reasonable and the boundary in this area,"except over the Rampur-Boalia char is fle*ihle and not rigid and the
boundary line shall run along the course described in the Pakistan state-
ment of the case, subject only to such geographical variations as rnay
result from changes occuring in the course of the river Ganges.

fire Chairman opines as follows:-
Appendix rrr.

The conclusion of the Chairman is as follows:-
In the area in dispute the district boundary line, consisting of the

land boundary portion of the district boundary as shown on the map
Annexure 'B' and as described in the Notifleation No. 10413-Jur., of
l1th November 1940, and the boundary following the course of the rnid- 

",stream of the main channei of the river Ganges as it was at the time of i
Ure Award given by Sir Cyril Radcliffe in his Report of August 12th,'
1947, is the boundary between India and Pakistan to be demarcated on i
the site.

If the demarcation of this line is found to be impossible, the boundary-f,elrveen India and Pakistan in this area shall then be a line consisting of
tl:e land portion of the above mentioned boundary and of the boundary
following the course of the midstream of the main channel of the river
Ganges as determined on the date of demarcation and not as it was on
tlie date of the Award. The demarcation of this line shall be made as
s6sr,i, 3S possible and at the latest within one year from the date of the
publication of this decision.

. . Havirg regard to the fact that the two.Members have disagreed in
their views and that the Chairman has agreed with i\[r. Justice CThandra-
|9kllar? frivar, and giving effect therefore to the terms of section (2) at
the Dehia.greement under which the view of the chairman has td i2re-va4 tlre T?ibunal gives the following

DECISION
rn the area in dispute the district boundary line, consisting of the

land boundary portion of the district boundary as shown on fhe map
Arurexure 'B' and as described in the NotifiCation No. 10418-Jur., oi
11th November 194Q and the boundary fonowing the course of 'the
midstream of the main channel of the river Gangel as it was at the time
9{lle.Aryar{ Bivel bv.sir cvril RadctirTe in hiJReport of auguiirilt,
1-947, is the boundary between rndia and pakistan io be dem#catea ori
the site.

if the demarcation of this line is found to be impossible, the
boumdary between rndia and Pakistan in this area shall then .be'a tine
ggnsjsting of th_e land portion of the above mentioned boundary ano oithe.boundary_ fottowins lhe course of the miasirlii,i ;f iil;il;i 

"rruil"Ii 
igf the river_ Ganges as determineti on the date or aemirciifi;d-;;;;iit rvas on the date of the Award. The aemarcatio; AihilIi;';d;ii #tqa{e as Fg.on.?s possibte and at the latest wiitrln one vea* rrom flre aaieof tlie publication of this decision.

DISPU:IE II
77rc d,ispute concerns_that portion of the cornrnon boundarg betweentlrc two Domi,nions whi,ch li,es-between th; ,p;ir;i'-"i"{lii ,lo;r-C;;;;;uh.ere tlw cttqnnel of th,e ri,uer Mathaananga'idt 

"iin"'iirordi,ng to Si,rcffi Rodfrwds _Awaril anit th,e narilternmo,st point where the cltannel,rttnts tlw bound,arg between the tha,nas of oiit"{eur"ana k*i";i;;according to th,at Awmil.
Mr. Justice chandrasekhara Aiyar opines as fonows :- ; -,,

- Appendix IV.
The conclusion of I!tr. Justice chandrasekhara Aiyar is as forlows :_

a'
I

J-rl. Si{ C}rril,s.line.in the Ai4,ard map (Document Nrttre o-rrttraorr*ii" ii""i' i" r",i' illi' ;i. d- d[r-riti.i'; #3' #*f*if "*
(b) rf this is not po,ssifole,.-the_river Mathabfianga shall be taken abthat which commencef trom ttre-to"b..oi-trr,l*ffi;?l i'J ror,a in thecongregated air map (Document No. r'o+i- fi; -?fr;-"Bofiia"rv 

shatr be
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alors the micdle line of the main stream from the point of tle said ofi_take to the northernmost point wh;"; the rine-mdi.'it"" ur,-tiir,"ttthe Thanas of Daulatpur ana xarimpi* ; the off-take point of the riveras now demareated ghan be connectbd tiv- i-.hor-t;J it";Lff ffi *ffiithe point nearest to it-9n ttre miaiireim ,it irrJ mai" crru"""r of the riverGanges. The centre line shall nJi-":gia"ffffi;;;"*u"a demarcatedaccordingty as on the date of sir cvrii'iawaif,;;'if tfiis is found im- .possible, as on the date of this deciii,on.

Mr. Justice Shahabuddin opines as follows :_
Appendix V.

The concrusion of Mr. Justice shahabuddin is as foiloqn :-
The boundary rine in this case is a fluid boundary.and not a rigidone, and it shalr run on wat91 arong tlie cour"" aesciinefi ln tn" stateimentof the case of pakisran, subjecr "irt-it;"h ;;&;6tilir variations asmay result from changes occtirrins in-the courself t"rre'"i"e" Mathabhanga.
The Chairman opines as follows :_

The conclusion of the Chairman is as follows :_
The boundarv between rndia and p_akistan shari run arong the middre

line o{ the main ihanner or lG river i[athabhanga which takes off fronrthe river Ganges in or crose to irre-nortrr-weiier?-"';ffi; L?'it" ,iir:iii,iof Nadia at a point wesLsouth-west oi tr,u pdid;irffiiita the campingground of the vilrag.e of .lalangi as they ar6 shown- on-iire air photographmap of 1948, and then flows-southwards to trru 
-"ortiil".r*ort 

point ofthe boundarv between the thanaJo? o""iuti,*;,i'ii;;ilp*.
- - The point of the off-take of the river Mathabhanga sha]l be eonnect_ed.by a straight and shortest line *iir, a point in the midstream of themain channel of the. river Ga_ng"*, trr" iuio-r"li;r'p"i"t i;&g ascertainerlas on the date of the- Award or it nbt p_ossibte-ai- o"-Jnu date of thedemarcation of the houndar5r ti"l--i" bi.p"6 i fire"said point soascertained shall be the sou[h-easternmost^ poini or 

-iie 
nounaary linein Dispute I, this point being a h"eA point.

.. {avjng regard to the fact that the Members have disagreed and thatthe chairman has disagreed wiilr both- of them ;"d-giuilg effect, there-fore, to the terms of slcLion (2) oi t-fre fiihi .{ii"E*ilt under whichthe view of the chairman has to b"evuir,-flre .ili6;il"i"gi"es the folowing

DECISION

The boundary between rndia and. .pakistan sharr run arong thcmiddle line of the-main ctur","i-oi1tu'"iuu" Mathabhanga which takes ofrfrom the river Ganges in or ctose io 
-irre 

i,1riiii"i"t'Ei"';;-;;;;;I"t"r;;,district of Nadia at a point west-soutrr-west of the police station and thecamping ground of the vi[age_of Jatangi-iJtfr# il;;;ffi-;; ffi;i;Photograph lnap of 1948, and then flowi*""tr,ir""ral; H; ;;rtI;";;;ripoint of the boundary between the thanas of 5";ffp;;d 6ilpr;. "'

- - The point of the off-take of the river Mathabhanga shail be conneet_ecl by a straigh! and shortest rine with apoiniinTrr-e riiast*"im-"T-tr,* Imain channel of the.river Ganges, the said i.tt"" poil1Gi"c ;;;";;i"J ;as on the date of thg Award oriif not possibte ;;;-;h"'aate of trreoemarcation of the boundary tine in Di.dit L--- id'said point soascertained shall be the south-easternmost iloint or ilre-uounoari-Ii"" I;Dispute I, this point being a flxed point.

DISPUTE III.

Th,e d,ispute concsrns the path,aria Hitts Reserue Forest.Mr. Justice Chandrasekhara Aiyar opines u, fofio*.',_1"'

Appendix VI.

Appendix VIf.
The conclusion of Mr. Justice chandrasekhara Aiyar is as follows :..-
The portion to the rvest of the forest-boundary line as drawn by Sir

-cyril Radcliffe, D-ocument-N-o_._184, and shown in"wtiii"-in rndia,s ird"*'{-1ap, Document No. 185,^shall belops to Flist Be.ngal rut-trr" ";trf th;forest lying to the east of the said line shall belong to assum.
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t[r. Jtrstice Strahabuddin opines as follows:-
Appendix VIII.

Appendix D(

The conclusion of the Chairman is as follows :-
The line indicated in the map 'A', attached to the Awad ils the

:boundary betweeri rndia and Pakistan. 
rsions of ttreNow, therefore, in view-of the unanimous congtt

Chaifrari unA tfr" [i"ntb"t*, the Tritgna] gives the following

DECISION

The red line indicated in the map 'A', attaehed. to-the Award givon

bv SirEwif naacfifi"e-in fris neport of August 13th, 1947, is the boundary

bltween 
-India and Pakistan'

DISPTIIE TV

Th,eiti,WutecancernstlrecourseoftheKttsi'gararh)er'

Mr. Justiee Chandrasekhara Aiyar opines as follows:-
Appendix X.

The conclusion. of Mr. Justice chandrasekhara Aiyar is as follows :-
The line drawn by Sir Cyril Radcliffe from the north-westem eomer

of tfre pat-fr"ria ffiffs"n"iu"v6 forest up.tg the_ poiql'B'in the Awart{
map (Document No. 342) is the correct boundary me'

ThelineBcintheAwardmapiscorrectly-shgryI,astheKusiyara
rlver ana w1f constitqte tfre nounairy between-East Bengal and Assam'

Mr. Justice Shahabuddin opines as follows:-
Appendix )(I.

The eonclusion of Mr. Justice Shahabuddin iS as follows:-

The boundary in this area shatl run -along thq southern river, '0.e.,

ttre rivir w6"gii described as Sonai in the dwar{ *aPr- from the point
;':h"* tt" ii"fr -botmdary running from the south to the north meets
ii;ild;ir"", to tt e point from wEere that river takes its waters tltlough
Notif<fr"f from the nbrthern river, i.e.,the river named-on the said map
.i iiogti", utd th"rrce alo_ng-the latter iiver to the boundary between t}te
districts of SYlhet and Cachar.

The Chairman oPines as foilows:-
Appendix )CI.

The eonclusion of Mr. Justice Shahabr'ddin is as follows:-
fire boundary line delineated on thg ryap 9-f thq A-y3:d aecords with

tnu des&iplion-ti"*-i" ih; Atard, q1d that line shall be the bounda4'
line in this area ,"4 Ih" p"iaion oi the forest to the west of that line'
ir-. the oortion stown in dfrite in the index map shall be awarded to East
ilffii r'p.r.iiiriij"r"a-ih; p.*ionto itre east 6t trre lfine, i'e-, lhe portion

sfiril-in blue in the index map to the Province of Assam (Inctia).

The Chairman oPines as follows:-

--- 
The conclusion of ttre Chairrnan is-as follows:-

From the point where irrb boundary between the thanas of Karimgani
and geini Bazir meets the river described as the Sonai river on the +aPIa-, -attactred to the Award given by Sir Cyril Radcliffe in his Report of
A"*""1 iith, tg+l (Gobindapur) up to the point marked 'B' on the said
ilii lei"*ri) ttre ied tine 

-indicated on the said map is the boundary
between India and Pakistan.

From the point ,B' the boundary between India and Pakistan shall
tr:rn to the eait and follow the river which according to the said maq
mns to that point from the point 'c' malked on the said map on the
Liiu"errv fine'b€fi^r;n trrJ aiitricts of Sylhet and Cachar.
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- Ilaving rtgard to the fact that the two Members harc .risagt€d in
theh views and that the Chairrnan has aseed with lfir,-Justice
Ctrandrasekhara Aiyar, and giving effect thereforg to the -terms 

of
section (2) ot the Delhi Agreement under whieh the view of the Chairman
h€s to prevail, the Tlibunal gives the following

DECISION

From the point where the boundary between the thanas of Karimganj
and Beani Bazat meets the river described as the Sonai river on the mao
'A' attached to the Award given by Sir Cyril Radeliffe in his ReportB-
Affirst 13t}:., 19M (Gobindapur) up to t[e point marked 'B t bn the
said map'(BiraSii) the red line indicated on the said map is the boundary
between Indira and Pakistan.

Frbm the point 'B' the boundary between India and Pakistan shall
turn to the east and follow the river which according to the said map
runs to that point from the point 'C' marked on the said map on the
boundary line betweer-r the districts of ,Sylhet and Cactrar.

Done at DACCA in triplicate original, January 26th, 1950.
*'@@;j:+r;: tlj,ii.i a_a!9H#:rjj.:r.:s:ia,ar+

Algot Bagge
#'.

N. Chandrasekhara Aiyar

M. Shahabuddin.

Printed and published by the Asslstant Manager,
Goverrror-General's Press and Publlcations, Pakistan, Karachi: 1gi0
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- Ilaving rtgard to the fact that the two Members harc .risagt€d in
theh views and that the Chairrnan has aseed with lfir,-Justice
Ctrandrasekhara Aiyar, and giving effect thereforg to the -terms 

of
section (2) ot the Delhi Agreement under whieh the view of the Chairman
h€s to prevail, the Tlibunal gives the following

DECISION

From the point where the boundary between the thanas of Karimganj
and Beani Bazat meets the river described as the Sonai river on the mao
'A' attached to the Award given by Sir Cyril Radeliffe in his ReportB-
Affirst 13t}:., 19M (Gobindapur) up to t[e point marked 'B t bn the
said map'(BiraSii) the red line indicated on the said map is the boundary
between Indira and Pakistan.

Frbm the point 'B' the boundary between India and Pakistan shall
turn to the east and follow the river which according to the said map
runs to that point from the point 'C' marked on the said map on the
boundary line betweer-r the districts of ,Sylhet and Cactrar.

Done at DACCA in triplicate original, January 26th, 1950.
*'@@;j:+r;: tlj,ii.i a_a!9H#:rjj.:r.:s:ia,ar+

Algot Bagge
#'.

N. Chandrasekhara Aiyar

M. Shahabuddin.

Printed and published by the Asslstant Manager,
Goverrror-General's Press and Publlcations, Pakistan, Karachi: 1gi0
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