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fﬂﬁ% Country Director
=4 ILO Country Office for Bangladesh

— T

Message

Over the past year the Government of Bangladesh as well as employers' and workers' organizations have
worked with the ILO to meet our common goal of attaining Decent Work for all.

Many milestones have been reached during this period. RMG factories are safer following the completion of
structural, fire and electrical inspections. Of these, 1,549 were carried out by the national initiative supported
by ILO. The priority now is for remediation work to take place without delay to ensure worker safety.

On the frontline to ensure worker safety and rights, the Department of Inspections for Factories and
Establishments (DIFE) has continued its transformation into a more efficient, accountable and credible
organization. The recent completion of foundational training for 160 inspectors was another important step
in its reform.

A culture of Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) is being built with some 6,500 mid-level RMG managers
trained to pass on OSH skills to almost 800,000 workers. Trade unions are also being supported in areas
such as OSH, workplace cooperation and organizing.

The ILO/IFC Better Work programme is expanding rapidly. It now helps some 100 factories employing over
180,000 workers to improve conditions and productivity. A new initiative soon to be launched will foster
increased dialogue between employers and workers to improve workplace rights and industrial relations.
Meanwhile, efforts continue to develop an Employment Injury Social Protection scheme to provide timely
support to workers in the event of an accident.

A skilled workforce is a productive workforce. ILO is continuing to bridge the gap between skills supply and
demand as well as support efforts to help women and the disabled gain skills and employment.
Furthermore, a National Skills Development System is now in place and ready for large-scale adoption.

May Day is also a time to recognise the contribution of Bangladeshi men and women working overseas. ILO
has supported the government to create a stronger foundation for the overall management of labour
migration. | am happy to announce that a new programme has recently been launched to build on these
achievements.

In New York last September, world leaders came together to launch the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, Goal 8 of which is to achieve Decent Work and Economic Growth. Together we must strive to
achieve this ambitious target for our efforts will greatly benefit Bangladesh and all Bangladeshis.

| sincerely wish everyone a happy May Day. W

Srinivas eddy
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The main focus in occupational health is on three different objectives: (i) the maintenance and
promotion of workers' health and working capacity; (ii) the improvement of working environment
and work to become conducive to safety and health and (iii) development of work organizations
and working cultures in a direction which supports health and safety at work and in doing so also
promotes a positive social climate and smooth operation and may enhance productivity of the
undertakings.

The concept of working culture is intended in this context to mean a reflection of the essential
value systems adopted by the undertaking concerned. Such a culture is reflected in practice in the
managerial systems, personnel policy, principles for participation, training policies and quality
management of the undertaking."
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Child Labor in Bangladesh

Mahabbat Hossain
Assistant director of labour

Bangladesh is a densely populated country. Though Bangladesh is a small
country, the population is about 160 million. There is scarcity of jobs and some
people of the country cannot provide even foods for their children. For this
reason, the poor children of Bangladesh are compelled to work, even though
these works are highly risky for their health. When it's the time to go to school,
they have to work in industries, ship breaking yards, mills etc to meet their needs
of food..

According to the Labor Law of Bangladesh 2006, the minimum legal age for
employment is 14. According to this law, children under 14 should not be
employed as laborers. In RMG sector there is no child labour. but in some
sectors specially in informal sectors of the country shows a different picture. It
shows that child laborers face the problems like low wages, poor food and also
perilous working environment (UNICEF). These problems affect both their
physical and mental health, and in this way the rights of children in Bangladesh
are being violated . For example, A huge no. of child laborers, whose ages are
between 10 and 14, are working in ship breaking, transport, factory- workshop,
glass, steel spikes and piles of metal scraps and some other sector's and the
children work there from morning to evening, even in bare feet and hands.
Therefore, they are highly vulnerable for any accident in this ship breaking yard,
but no one pays attention to this immoral fact.

But it is mentionable that the present government is working to avoid the
situation, and result is being got very positive. Government is spending huge
money for the poor children to encourage them to go to school, and avoid
hazardous work. The government has adopted a child labour elimination policy,
the objectives of the policy are:

i. Withdrawing working children from different forms of occupations including the
hazardous work and the worst forms of child labour;

ii. Involving parents of working children in income generating activities with a
view to getting children out of the vicious circle of poverty;

iii. Offering stipend and grant in order to bring the working children back to
school; '




iv. Extending special attention for the children who are affected by floods,
cyclones, tidal bores, riverbank erosions, drought and desertification, etc:

v. Providing special emphasis for indigenous and physically challenged children
to bring them back to congenial environment;

vi. Ensuring coordination amongst the concerned stakeholders and sectors
functioning for the welfare of working children;

vii. Enacting pragmatic laws and strengthening institutional capacity for their
enforcement and.

viii. Raising awareness amongst parents, mass people and civil societies about
the harmful consequences of child labour.

Every child preserves the right to enjoy a healthy and natural childhood.
Government is determined to preserve child right, and according to the child
labour elimination policy govt. is getting success. The people of Bangladesh
specially the parents should be aware of the children's future. If we all try to
eliminate child labour we will be successful and we will be able to make a healthy
society.
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For 50 years Unilever Bangladesh Limited has been serving the people of Bangladesh
with a range of home care, personal care and food products. Brands like Wheel, Rin and
Vim have delighted housewives by making household chores simpler. Brands like
Lifebuoy, Pepsodent and Pureit have helped millions of families stay healthy. Brands like
Lux and Fair & Lovely have helped women look and feel beautiful. Unilever reaches nearly
every household in Bangladesh with at least one of its brands and every day nearly 2
billion people around the world use Unilever brands to feel good, look good and get more
out of life. We want to continue this proud heritage by creating a better future everyday
through our business and our brands. We want to grow as a business while minimizing our
environmental footprint and maximizing our social impact. We want to grow by putting
‘sustainable living’ in the heart of everything we do.

Learn more about Unilever and our Sustainable Living Plan at:
http://www.unilever.com.bd
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To find out more visit unilever.com or www.facebook.com/unilever




