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Officer in charge
ILO Bangladesh
Message
— D

On behalf of the International Labour Organization | would like to wish the citizens of
Bangladesh a happy May Day 2018.

Bangladesh continues to progress in many areas and its recent graduation to developing
country status is an outstanding achievement. The contribution of the government,
employers and workers to this achievement must be recognized.

Graduation will bring with it new challenges. However | am confident that the nation can
continue along a growth path that is inclusive, job rich and lifts people out of poverty. A path
in which decent work is created in safe working conditions and where labour rights are
respected.

For the year ahead, ILO will continue to work closely with the Government of Bangladesh,
employers and workers organizations.

We will continue to support efforts to complete remediation in the RMG sector and instil a
culture and practice of Occupational Safety and Health that benefits all workers.

Work to build relationships between employers and employees based on mutual respect and
trust will remain a priority as will efforts to provide equitable, inclusive and quality technical
education.

We will also promote safe, fair and skilled migration while also seek to establish a universal
Employment Injury Insurance scheme that benefits workers and employers alike.

On this historic day, | applaud the Government of Bangladesh as well as the representatives
of employers and workers organizations for all their efforts over the past year. | firmly
reiterate ILO's commitment to supporting your efforts to achieve decent work for all.

s\ q‘( \
—————

7 | Gagan Rajbhandari
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Policy Implications for
Work and Employment of Persons with Disabilities

Md. Anwar Ullah, FCMA, PhD

Additional Inspector General (Joint Secretary)
Department of Inspection for Factories and Establishment

Introduction

Employment is for all persons in working age a key element towards combatting poverty and to achieve social
inclusion and participation in the society. This applies equally to persons with disabilities. Unfortunately the
available statistics indicate that the employment levels of persons with disabilities are drastically lower than
those of non-disabled people. Many issues affect the capacity of persons with disabilities to obtain employment
and to be able to progress in their employment. Barriers to education, lack of reasonable accommodation. lack
of accessibility to infrastructures and to information, limitations related to legal capacity, as well as attitudinal
barriers in society are some of the areas that have a significant impact on the employment of persons with
disabilities. Often disability is seen as inability to work.

Article 27 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) is one of the most detailed
articles of the CRPD, which clearly reflects that States need to undertake a large variety of measures to ensure
that persons with disabilities have equal opportunities to find an employment and to have a professional career.
In the Goal 8 of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), it is stated that by 2030, country has to achieve full
and productive employment and ensure decent work for all women and men, including for young people and
persons with disabilities, and equal pay for work of equal value.

However, in this write up, I have identified some of the key issues faced by persons with disabilities and to
make policy recommendations on what government bodies and other stakeholders should do to improve the
current situation.

The Role of the Public Sector :

The public sector is in all countries the largest employer and has a special responsibility to lead by example in
the employment of persons with disabilities. The situation of the public sector employment of persons with
disabilities should be measured with indicators. Need to have affirmative actions for Quota implementation
Bangladesh has established quotas for the employment of people with disabilities, but the way in which the
public sector recruits new employees, is not always disability-friendly. For instance, in many places,
government online recruitment systems, job websites, and written and online application forms, are not
accessible for persons with disabilities. Application forms do not have diversity and nondiscrimination
statements, and voluntary information provided about applicants’ disability is not collected, stored or used
appropriately. In addition in some places persons with disabilities are expressly prohibited from holding
government positions and medical examinations are used to enforce this discrimination. Sometimes the
applicant is required to use a specified doctor to provide a medical certificate. More efforts need to be done in
general to adapt the recrmtrnent processes of the public sector, so that people with disabilities have effective
equal opportunities to obtain employment




Governance and rule of law issues are relevant for employment of persons with disabilities in the public sector.
In some places the consent of a person's supervisor is required in order to file a complaint against someone,
which, for example, makes it difficult for a person with a disability to file a complaint against his or her
supervisor.

Government need to increase public sector employment of persons with disabilities in a significant way and
serve as a model to the private sector, and should collect statistics on persons with

disabilities in public sector employment; improve their recruitment, hiring, retention and promotion policies;
and provide training to all employees; and ensure good accountability mechanisms and fair processes in public
sector employment to create a safe and healthy work environment for persons with disabilities.

Need to have Good Employment Laws, Healthy and Safe Working Environment

Different relevant ministries of Government of Bangladesh (GOB) need to ensure that nondiscrimination
legislation, policies and actions extends to employment settings (hiring, retention and promotion), and need to
enact employment laws that will require employers to create healthy and safe working environments for persons
with disabilities among all others. Good family and medical leave, sick leave, personal days, and other
employment policies are needed that will benefit all employees and employees with disabilities in particular. In
this regard government should enact legislation specifying that employers are required to provide reasonable
accommodation, healthy and safe working environments, fair wages, and good working conditions for persons
with disabilities among all others.

Need to Complement Non-discrimination Legislation with Positive Action Measures

Government of Bangladesh (GOB) has enacted Persons with Disabilities Rights and Protection Act 2013,
Persons with Disabilities Rights and Protection Rules 2015. Proper implementation of this act and rule can
ensure and protect persons with disabilities from discrimination and can make an important contribution
towards the employment of persons with disabilities. Experience has however shown that non-discrimination
while being quite effective for persons with disabilities who are in the labour market, is not enough to promote
the entry into the labour market. Government should implement to promote the employment of persons with
disabilities. Promotional measures may take different names in different places where these exist- affirmative
action, positive measures, positive action, etc. The most often used positive action measures in the context of

work and employment are financial incentives; quota systems; pro-active targeted recruitment and outreach:
good hiring, retention and promotion policies; employee and management development, including skills and
leadership development, and training; and mentoring.

Financial incentives, which should go beyond the coverage of the costs of reasonable accommodations, and
may include provision of lump sums for all persons with disabilities is a system which is easier to apply, but
usually leads to giving preference to those persons with disabilities whose disability is less severe or has less
impact on the performance of the person with a disability. Some financial incentives are given in the form of
direct allocation or as tax credits (such as for small to medium enterprises, to make accommodations for
workplace accessibility, transportation or provision of sign languages).

Another form of financial incentives are the incentives designed to benefit businesses that are wholly or partly
(at least 51%) owned by persons with disabilities or that are jointly owned by persons with disabilities, (other)
women and persons belonging to minority groups). These sometimes take the form of tax breaks or loans. Tax
breaks can be provided to them and to other businesses that use these businesses (these are called for example
supplier diversity programs, disadvantaged business programs, small business program'; etc.). Specific loans
can be provided to businesses owned by persons with disabilities. & -

w s




Positive action measures can include training programs, pro-active and targeted outreach and recruitment,
employee and management development, and employee support programs. Nondiscrimination laws should
make it clear that positive actions are permitted, encouraged and in some cases required.

Employer policies regarding hiring, retention and promotion should take disability into account as a positive
criterion that increases the diversity of the staff, and that recognize the value of diversity. For example, if two

qualified candidates both apply for the same position, one with a disability and one without a disability,
favourable consideration is given to the person with the disability because she or he would add to the diversity
of the staff. In addition, strategies and plans for job retention are needed for when people become disabled
during their working lives, a large group. Whenever possible, the relationship with the current employer should
be kept, as the experience shows that once people are out of the labour market, it is very difficult to get them
back.

The Role of the Private Sector
Both public and private sector should have to take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination on the

basis of disability by any person, organization or private enterprise. Concerted efforts are needed to set targets
and indicators for the private sector, make incentives for positive action measures, and raise awareness of the
relevant issues included in CRPD, SDGs, and Seventh Five Year Plan. Representative DPOs should be involved
in these efforts. GOB needs to be more proactive in encouraging the private sector to employ persons with
disabilities. Financial incentives and other positive action measures have already been mentioned in previous
sections. Awareness raising campaigns highlighting the contributions that employees with disabilities can make,
and that are aimed at eliminating stereotypes, take some time to generate an impact and should be
complemented with more targeted actions, preferably done in co-operation with organisations of persons with
disabilities.

While there are an increasing number of companies that have realized that it is in their benefit to have
employees with disabilities, there is still much to be done to increase the hiring, retention and promotion of
people with disabilities in the private sector. National employer organisations have a particularly relevant role
to raise awareness among their members on the need to increase the employment of people with disabilities.

There is not only an ethical and human rights case, but also a business case for employing people with
disabilities, part of which is related to the need for companies to have a diverse workforce, which largely
reflects the diversity of consumers. It also has positive effects in rooting the business within the community.
More and more companies include the employment of people with disabilities in their sustainability and/or
corporate social responsibility (CSR) reporting.

A partnership approach between the private sector and organisations of persons with disabilities, especially
those that are actively promoting the hiring, retention and promotion of their members has provided good,
although still limited, outcomes. Organising targeted training programmes for people with disabilities with the
supervision of one or more private companies, if possible combined with apprenticeship schemes, can lead to
positive outcomes for all involved.

So far, the UN Global Compact, a strategic policy initiative for businesses who have committed to the Global
Compact's 10 Guiding Principles, has done little to promote non discrimination of persons with disabilities as
part of the non-discrimination provision on employment and occupation foreseen in the Global Compact
(UNGP Principle 6).




The Role of Trade Unions

The promotion of the employment of persons with disabilities is usually not a top priority among trade unions
and more needs to be done to ensure that they protect persons with disabilities who are already in the labour
market and also support measures promoting the entry into the labour market both in the private sector and in
the public sector.

Trade unions also have a special role in protecting the rights of persons with disabil

Trade unions also have a special role in protecting the rights of persons with disabilities who work in supported
employment schemes. Many are well equipped to advocate for fair wages and good working conditions, being
experts in this and having a good knowledge of relevant authorities. Trade / labor unions should be included
among the key sectors to be given priority in training on rights as per Disability right and Protection Act 2013
and they should liaise with organisations of persons with disabilities to do cross- awareness raising; they should
ensure that they are accessible and should enact positive action measures to increase representation of persons
with disabilities as representatives where such measures do not already exist.

Conclusion

As a cross cutting issue stated in SDGs, all stakeholders should increase national and international co-operation
promoting the hiring, retention and promotion of persons with disabilities, and women with disabilities in
particular, including building capacity of representative organisations of persons with disabilities.
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International Labor Day:
A Celebration of Workers Rights

.l‘._ﬁ!_- ="
? Institute of Social Welfare and Research

University of Dhaka

Prof Dr. Md. Golam Azam

[nternational Labor Day remains an important day for workers' rights all over the world. International Labor
Day is celebrated on international level with a view to promoting and encouraging the international labor force
and their associations. Labor Day is being celebrated worldwide every year on the first of May. This day has
also been declared as the national holiday in approximately 80 socialist and non-socialist countries including
Bangladesh. Labor Day is observed as an annual holiday for recognizing massive economic and social
achievements of the workers who are doing works in multiple fields with experiencing oppression, deprivation
and biopsychic agony.

Historical Origin of Labor Day

Labor Day is a glorious day in the history of working class worldwide. First day of May is observed as Labor
Day to show respects to demands of the workers. Historically Labor Day originates from the United States
labor union movement in the late 19th Century, particularly the eight-hour day movement, which vehemently
advocated eight hours for work per day. In late nineteenth century the working conditions were largely
unhealthy, unsafe and oppressive. Working people had to work 10-16 hours per day.After highly devoted
efforts and movements made by the workers and socialists, eight-hours was declared as the legal time for the
workers in the national convention at Chicago in 1884 by the American Federation of Labor.

In 1884 the FOLTU (Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions) which later became the American
Federation of Labor passed a resolution that "eight hours shall constitute a legal day's labor from and after 1st
May, 1886". By 1886 around 250,000 workers were involved in the eight-hour Day movement. On May 3,
1886, some workers gathered in demand of a minimum wage, safety laws, and eight hour work hours in a
working day. On 4 May, the police acted to disperse a public gathering (assembly) in support of the strike when
an unidentified person threw a bomb. Police also fired in the crowd of strikers at the Mc Comick Harvest
Machine Company, Chicago. The event led to the death of eight and injury of sixty police officers as well as an
unknown number of civilian killed or wounded. Hundreds of labor leaders and sympathizers were later
rounded-up and four were executed by hanging, after a trial that was seen as a miscarriage of justice. The
following day on 5 May in Milwaukee Wisconsin, the state militia fired on a crowd of strikers killing seven,
including a schoolboy and a man feeding chickens in his yard. In historical reality , this day's event was a tragic,
and heartbreaking. In order to commemorate the 1886 Haymarket Massacre in Chicago Labor Day was chosen
to be International workers' day that would remind the workers for their legal rights, demands and collective
consciousness and unity.

Labor Day: Driving Force to the Rights of Workers

Labor Day is celebrated to pay tribute to the contributions the workers have made to build the world stronger

and prosperous. This day is dedicated to the workers for their economic and social contribution and
achievements. It is celebrated to finish the struggle as well as to promote the importance of eight-hour work

day. It is important to state that deaths, injuries and other dreadful conditions of the workers were very common

at the workplace during the 1860's and working people were very agitated throughout the workday until the

8-hour workday was declared. The history of industrial revolution says that at the beginning of Industrial
Revolution people had to work long hours (10-16 hours a day) both day and night with gruesome experiences in

mind, body and spirit. They were forced to work in severe unhealthy, unsafe and life-threatening working
condition. When all the workers stood up with collective determination, these inhuman tortures to the workers <
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stopped. But it is true that if the workers would not strongly stand up and demand their rights, future generation
would fail to enjoy all the productive privileges of the present day workers. As a matter of fact, Labor Day is
most significant for the workers both manual and mental worldwide. The world community, therefore, needs to
observe Labor Day with the great passion and feeling for the maximum wellbeing of the working force
suffering from daily pains of deprivation and oppression. Therefore the workers need to have the rights to safe
and healthful work place, good health, protection from job hazards, protection against forced and compulsory
labor, freedom of association, elimination of discrimination and so forth.

Importance of Realizing Rights of Workers

For many decades, the working class was forced to work extra hours and paid very less wages. In order to
protest against the owners of business establishments and other employers and put up a big symbol of their
demand, Labor Day is celebrated in most of the countries of the world. Labor Day has assumed a special
significance after the Socialist Revolution in Russia and subsequent revolutions in some other countries. The
rights of workers were recognized by the founding of the International Labor Organization (ILO), an important
auxiliary organ of the UNO. The ILO has established some conventions calling upon management and workers
of all countries to abide by them, thereby conserving the rights of workers.

However, the people of entire world should admit that many things still remain to be done to ameliorate the
conditions of the workers in the unorganized sectors. Human injustice and oppressions towards the working
class have to be demolished with the spirit of establishing humanistic philosophy-the workers are human, they
have rights to life and need to live with the fullest enjoyment of human rights, justice and maximum wellbeing.
It is fact that the workers in the unorganized sectors are still forced to work longer with low wages. Workers are
also partly to blame for their ordeals and miseries. Workers-in both organized and unorganized sectors-are yet
to develop class consciousness. Being guided by a 'false consciousness', they are now divided into several
groups and sub-groups which has resulted in their lack of unity and cohesiveness.

Despite the fact, workers are believed to be the backbone of a country's economy. A nation like ours cannot
genuinely progress and prosper if its working force is dissatisfied and unhappy with their economic and social
status. The economic development of the country will be truly effective only when the government and
management realize the central importance of the workers in the economic sphere. Over a couple of decades,
the use of machine and technology has tremendously increased globally but the significance of labor or human
hand is still high. As Karl Marx emphatically held the view that 'labor adds to the value of a good' it would
therefore be unwise on the part of the government to dissatisfy its work-force by denying its due. Today the
reality is that the workers are not going to have recognition and justice by sitting divided and silent. They need
to unite as they have to lose nothing but their chains, as Marx said. Labor Day is, however, celebrated yearly as
an official holiday throughout the world to acknowledge the bright accomplishments and contributions of the
workers. In Bangladesh, the people of different social groups heartily enjoy celebration of the Labor Day by
arranging various magnificent programs.

However. socialist and non-socialist countries across the globe observe Labor Day with a strong determination
of doing good for the working class. In addition, a range of demonstrations, speeches, protests processions,
rallies and parades are organized by the people of working class.In Bangladesh, hardly 15% of the country’s
work forces are employed as workers and here Labor Day is observed with varied ceremonies that show the
claims of realizing workers' rights. On Labor Day, rallies and processions are organized by the workers not to
demonstrate their grievances, but to celebrate the victories that they had been able to achieve in the past. This
day reminds the workers of their rights and leads to rising voice for ensuring their logical demands, legal human
and labor rights as well. However, according to Human Rights Watch, garment workers in Bangladesh face
poor working conditions and anti-union tactics by employers including assaults on union organizers. In the two
years since the catastrophic Rana Plaza factory collapsed on April 24, 2013 claiming more than 1,100 workers
lives, efforts are underway to make Bangladesh factories safer, as the New York-based rights organization said.
But the government and western retailers should do more to enforce international labor standards to protect
workers' rights, including
=Y
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their right to form unions and advocate for better conditions. "If Bangladesh wants to avoid another Rana Plaza
disaster, it needs to effectively enforce its labor law and ensure that garment workers enjoy the right to voice
their concerns about safety and working conditions without fear of retaliation or dismissal," said Phil
Robertson, Asia deputy director at HRW, In this regard, the Bangladesh government, factory owners, and
western retailers and also the concerned workers' rights body should take initiatives coordinately to ensure
respect for workers' rights and end the unlawful targeting of labor leaders by factory owners and supervisors.

In fine, it can be said that the time has passed with its due course but the memorial event of Chicago massacre is
still in the mind of those people who are inclined to do something for the betterment of the working class.
Though this brutal incident did silence the workers (who were killed) but that day's memory will survive them
for long. In fact, since 1886 not only the martyrs (like August Spies, Alfred Parsons, George Engel etc.) are
remembered on the Labor Day but also the workers use the occasion to take up their issues with their concerned
authorities and governments across the globe. Taking the memories in the same line, Bangladesh should do the
best for upholding the rights of workers and maximize their wellbeing necessary for satisfactory life. Actually
respect for workers' rights helps ensure equal opportunities for all women and men to obtain decent and
productive work, in conditions of freedom, equity, security, and dignity.




o AT W13 QR AT SN CFI

' Sy @, ¥, q S wrewr, fragsfe
wgfasEe
e & T BOCSH 8 (T SR

= 8 T TFAE

AEWE 2 dq @I Teaa @afb (@b A3 @ =1 @ o[ @ el 7ef42 | o 7R @fiw
(eiifewifas a1 weifesife) e ffre | i st crzafe T9a ke =re @@ w@dl |

WIB ST O AT S5Ad A Tl (AT AN 2 AR AP SoITerd Feneet 7 FIPAR AT 7
fafoqy SIBT QOTT NHTTT SR GoiCa Si-NICerd farorar ez g e St Sy s
ArTe | FfSq 3 ST NIIT ALEATHR (ZAS G G A S T [ ZLACR (T S P
TGN SIHE G T© A0 AT |

oT4a W WEFITZ “HATEAGA T 2000 AT NFRE AT GG FATS AT WZ Az F1 LA | AIES
q BT WS AR T 2050 AT ACAS & 3T TR 41 2 | A3 Afsemd Jrar-Fiadr
@ Ifa FTE, (S S i oR e SR e mrea el afeaeae wa = (2fEe)- g
e Jora T HOWAUeId AIF FA 0] FoerA! ey [RET @ Tga A FF (AR |

W W3 #REE S S O WS (GCE | (AUSTE BN WeURed Afwe | AgprE
st epife T AR, Ygretie AR Rame TR Zwee | AT ATCE AT FA AR | SY
Sl . TR AT AR Sy SfAe AOTE TS T AR | TN TS 9T AN AZH ANGIATA
157 @ el R ANNEe AR 0 GFB Srer e A5t Uiwa eorm fofe e sfoe e
QqreETe Wi PR FIOTEH | AT Wi T FOCSHT WA, Yooy =fiwma fafey frwa s
F5® FETE | AT IO (P R SRR e AT G ST Tl AR (U OR(€E | AR
@ SR T TTE #TET SAIT W [ TS O 4T T ANZA SO ML Afewiere T |

RrgegaEe S P =i | ate W, Afie ¢ @ afel WE Toge =1 BRAMT JFT (I
Teoraa W Fey A @ AfARE @A (@A T2 FACS W, (ouf FAALFICTA FA AFb® 20
SRS @RI (AT 9 A0S T | g e e wifees A Afies 7 engmyed
20 AT ALAET TapEe AT T | G R 71 g @ w0 4R = A, S Fe s
w7 =1 e Feicga e weB w1 | P wiferss @ afitcaa P afefie zee Saae sifourar 3fa, @@y 77 a3
mﬂﬁaﬁwwmﬁ?@mnwwﬁm@wmﬁaﬁwmmﬁm
fetfare, wfi-wifers TrafTenEs Fe Afara= wigl sfeae Seama g St w4 T AT |

QT (B &Ea & b *oTe Sefeife a1 wielfie eHm e | @3 ETg qe v,
Wqﬁmcﬂwa%|mmwm@ﬁfﬁmwmfﬁ,mﬁeﬁwmﬁmﬁw
b, ArEETe ¢ s |

.
LT




I e ¢ wfafes Farrerz e g e wam =y o], e ¢ TR ame Sy
W A | R AFE TR G FOSWC MR e w4 2acy | gy N SmuEe w6 w0
frmee @ o1 wiewifes AmE dfswifien e e e Swwifos aww fifve w0e 209 |
SeemrAeTel ez o TFr-orE g TR oty wAte 203 | T i, J5TH WreT W, wRweE Neoie
e GR @A AT e fWive s Mg e o @ sefied confi Gog Syaea
TSN I |
W&Wﬁe%ﬁmmmamﬂm@mﬁwﬁiw,@mﬁﬁw,
oS!, Fed efe 1 - wrd-mfes g Heans st wmre | Wiy sEest e @ A
TAE Sftafor T o oo St wfossel 3fF @i, AP 79 = | FORE AR @
Fergrae ey e Affie Sfewr | @2 exmra e adhTow e efedt zenr Ty | st
(& SeESfed A JFENR A7 o Tieras SHa TRwe! F9E |

ﬁmﬂmmwﬁwmmmaﬁrﬁewmﬁmwmwmﬁmﬂﬁgﬁmw
FACR | IR AT TSI &N 3 N[4S SFf© 8 AT 400 5ratg | NI &f @) wae e @
fir 72 o Ty PP effefde zrer w1 et e vm zee oinw | W, o, Wi e e saiE e
AT e FACT AT ST AT AT AT (FAT FWZ (72 | SN @B A3wa @ 71 94eT e qcaem
©f 1M w0d Afe-Tifes g3 TaIE 713 SHAca V2SS #A AT GBS & |

AT 2033 T N4y G T4y S ool 2ew =757 few af ameg | efeaes amirers =7 =% S
oy et vt wacR | S a7 a et esm wibwTe | TRIPE ST Yq00 wEE B o1tz |
wwﬁmﬁmwwmmwmww:ﬁﬂﬁmmw@mqﬁﬂw
e fafey smewst 2ee e | w0 wfie a9 N @ g wite € 9 TE S @
ACHS AT |

G I 2o pIR




May Day%'.
How May 1 Became a Holiday for Worker's

A.T.M SAIFUL ISLAM
Deputy Secretary

Ministry of Labour and Employment

May Day is especially the day for the dissemination of the ideas of international solidarity among workers, a
day for international action against discrimination and disagreement and to established equality, equity, justice
and rights among workers. The origin of May Day is indissolubly bound up with the struggle for the shorter
workday. The Chicago 8-hour movement, culminating in the strike on May First, 1886, forms by itself a
glorious chapter in the fighting history of the working class

Eight-Hour Movement Started in America

The 8-hour day movement which directly gave birth to May Day, must, however, be traced to the general
movement initiated in the United States in 1884. On August 20, 1866, there gathered in Baltimore delegates
from three scores of trade unions who formed the National Labor Union. The movement for the national
organization was led by William H. Sylvis, the leader of the reconstructed Molders' Union, who, although a
young man, was the outstanding figure in the labor movement of those years. Sylvis was in correspondence
with the leaders of the First International in London and helped to influence the National Labor Union to
establish relations with the General Council of the International. It was at the founding convention of the
National Labor Union in 1866 that the following resolution was passed dealing with the shorter workday: "The
first and great necessity of the present, to free labor of this country from capitalist slavery, is the passing of a
law by which 8 hours shall be the normal working day in all states in the American union. We are resolved to
put forth all our strength until this glorious result is attained."

Eight-hour leagues were formed as a result of the agitation of the National Labor Union; and through the
political activity which the organization developed, several state governments adopted the 8-hour day on public
work and the U. S. Congress enacted a similar law in 1868. decision for the 8-hour day was made by the
National Labor Union in August, 1866. In September of the same year the Geneva Congress of the First
International went on record for the same demand

Preparations for May Day Strike

Although the decade 1880-1890 was generally one of the most active periods in the development of American
industry and the extension of the home market, the year 1883-1885 experienced a depression which was a
cyclical depression following the crisis of 1873. The movement for a shorter workday received added impetus
from the unemployment and the great suffering which prevailed during that period, just as at the present time
the demand for a 7-hour day is becoming a popular issue on account of the tremendous unemployment which
American workers are experiencing.

The great strike struggles of 1877, in which tens of thousands of railroad and steel workers militantly fought
against the corporations and the government which sent troops to suppress the strikes, left an impress on the
whole labor movement. It was the first great mass action of the American working class on a national scale and,
although they were defeated by the combined forces of the State and capital, the American workers emerged
from these struggles with a clearer understanding of their class position in society, a greater militancy and a
heightened morale.




The Federation, first to inaugurate the movement and definitely to set a date for the strike for the 8-hour day,
also grew in numbers and particularly i prestige among the broad masses of the workers. Eight-hour day
leagues and associations sprang up in various cities and an elevated spirit of militancy was felt throughout the
labor movement, which was infecting masses of unorganized workers.

The Strike Movement Spreads

The number of strikes during 1885 and 1886 as compared with previous years shows what a spirit of militancy
was animating the labor movement. Not only were the workers preparing for action on May First, 1886, but
also in 1885 the number of strikes already showed an appreciable increase. During the years 1881-1884 the
number of strikes and lockouts averaged less than 500, and on the average involved only about 150,000 workers
a year. The strikes and lockouts in 1885 increased to about 700 and the number of workers involved jumped to
250,000. In 1886 the number of strikes more than doubled over 1885, attaining to as many as 1,572, with a
proportional increase in the number of workers affected, now 600,000. How widespread the strike movement
became in 1886 can be seen from the fact that while in 1885 there were only 2,467 establishments affected by
strikes. the number involved in the following year had increased to 11,562. In spite of open sabotage by the
leadership of the knights of leader, it was estimated that over 500,000 workers were directly involved in strikes
for the 8-hour day.

The strike center was Chicago, where the strike movement was most widespread, but many other cities were
involved in the struggle on May First. New York, Baltimore, Washington, Milwaukee, Cincinnati, St. Louis,
Pittsburgh, Detroit, and many other cities made a good showing in the walkout. The characteristic feature of
the strike movement was that the unskilled and unorganized workers were drawn into the struggle, and that
sympathetic strikes were quite prevalent during that period. It is estimated that about half of the number of
workers who struck on May First were successful, and where they did not secure the 8-hour day, they
succeeded in appreciably reducing the hours of labor.

The Chicago Strike and Haymarket

The May First strike was most aggressive in Chicago, which was at that time the center of a militant Left-wing
labor movement. On the Sunday before May First the Central Labor Union organized a mobilization
demonstration which was attended by 25,000 workers. On May First Chicago witnessed a great outpouring of
workers, who laid down tools at the call of the organized labor movement of the city. It was the most effective
demonstration of class solidarity yet experienced by the labor movement itself. The importance at that time of
the demand - the 8-hour day - and the extent and character of the strike gave the movement significant political
. meaning. This significance was deepened by the developments of the next few days. The 8-hour movement,
culminating in the strike on May First, 1886, forms by itself a glorious chapter in the fighting history of the
American working class.

But revolutions have their counter-revolutions until the revolutionary class finally establishes its complete
control. The victorious march of the Chicago workers was arrested by the then superior combined force of the
employers and the capitalist state, determined to destroy the militant leaders, hoping thereby to deal a deadly
blow to the entire labor movement of Chicago.The events of May 3 and 4, which led to what is known as the
' Haymarket Affair, were a direct outgrowth of the May First strike. The demonstration held on May 4 at
Haymarket Square was called to protest against the brutal attack of the police upon a meeting of striking
workers at the McCormick Reaper Works on May 3, where six workers were killed and many wounded. The
_ meeting was peaceful and about to be adjourned when the police again launched an attack upon the assembled
workers. A bomb was thrown into the crowd, killing a sergeant. A battle ensued with the result that seven
policemen and four workers were dead. The blood bath at Haymarket Square, the railroading to the gallows of
Parsons, Spies, Fischer, and Engel, and the imprisonment of the other militant Chicago leaders, One year after
the hanging of the Chicago labor leaders, the Federation, now known as the American Federation of Labor, at
its convention in St. Louis in 1888, voted to rejuvenate the movement for the 8-hour day. May First, which was
already a tradition, having served two years before as the concentration point of the powerful movement of the
, workers based upon a political class issue, was again chosen as the day upon which to re-inaugurate the struggle
for the 8-hour day. May First, 1890, was to witness a nation-wide strike for the shorter workday. 3




May Day Becomes International

On July 14, 1889, the hundredth anniversary of the fall of the Bastille, there assembled in Paris, the Paris
Congress adopted the following resolution:

"The Congress decides to organize a great international demonstration, so that in all countries and in all cities
on one appointed day the toiling masses shall demand of the state authorities the

legal reduction of the working day to eight hours, as well as the carrying out of other decisions of the Paris
Congress. Since a similar demonstration has already been decided upon for May 1, 1890, by the American
Federation of Labor at its Convention in St. Louis, December, 1888, this day is accepted for the international
demonstration. The workers of the various countries must organize this demonstration according to conditions
prevailing in each country."But May Day, 1890, was celebrated in many European countries, and in the United
States.

In the United States, the Chicago and New York demonstrations were of particularly great significance. Many
thousands paraded the streets in support of the 8-hour day demand; and the demonstrations were closed with
great open air mass meetings at central points. At the next Congress, in Brussels, 1891, the International
reiterated the original purpose of May First, to demand the 8-hour day, but added that it must serve also as a
demonstration in behalf of the demands to improve working conditions, and to ensure peace among the nations.

Conclusion: Bangladesh is labour intensive and 7th largest workforce country in the world. Around 10-11
million worker's have been working abroad and contributing world GDP. Bangladesh is going to be a middle
income country. So ensuring the worker's social justice and social security and to established the dignity of
labour, minimum labour wages, decent workplace, insurance, accidental compensation, rehabilitation and
freedom of association and protection of the right to organize convention is very necessary and the Great May
Day is the source of inspiration.
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Bangladesh's Graduation from the Least Developed Country
to a Developing Country: Implications for the Labour Sector
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Bangladesh is becoming a middle-income country by 2021 and she envisions being a developed
country by 2041. For this the country requires to pass through a smooth transformation towards step
by step graduation. In July 2015 the country has advanced from a low-income country to a lower
middle-income country based on the per capita income categories provided by the World Bank. It is a
matter of great pride that this year Bangladesh has fulfilled the criteria for graduation from the least
developed country (LDC) into a developing country category provided by the United Nations. It is
important to mention that Bangladesh is the only country that has fulfilled all three criteria although
only two criteria were required to be fulfilled. The Bangladesh's eligibility for graduation was
considered during the triennial review of LDCs in the 20th plenary session of United Nation's
Committee for Development Policy (UN-CDP) held in New York during 12-16th March, 2018. The
eligibility for graduation was formally announced on Friday evening on 16 March 2018 along with a
letter of announcement to the Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the United
Nations in New York. The fulfillment of criteria leading to graduation is a major step forward and
historic achievement. After graduation, as a developing country, Bangladesh be importance will
increased in the international arena. The economic basis of Bangladesh will be considered as strong.
This will, to some extent, help mitigate Bangladesh's economic risks to attract foreign investment in
private and public sectors. The process, however, might have some implications for the country's
economy as a whole including the labour sector. The article is an attempt to conceptualize the
classification of countries, process of graduation, initiatives for smooth transition and implications of
graduation in labour sector of Bangladesh based on the information gathered from different sources
particularly form the United Nations and the Bangladesh Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD).

2. Classification of Developing Countries

Based on development criteria and development challenges, several categories of developing countries
have emerged to fulfill the bureaucratic necessities of different development organizations. The need
for recognition of LDC was first discussed in the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) held in Geneva in 1964. Because the LDCs could not always be expected to
get benefit fully or automatically from the international policies and measures adopted in favour of all
developing countries. They required special supplementary support to remove the handicaps that
limited their ability to get the supports from the international community. Therefore, the objective of
the recognition of LDC was to attract special support measures from international community
including the preferential treatment in the World Trade Organization (WTO). The concept of LDC
was formally recognized by the UN General Assembly (UNGA) in 1971. The low-income countries
suffering from the most severe structural impediments to sustainable development are classified as
LDCs.




The classifications of developing countries by United Nations and the World Bank are widely
recognized and used. The LDCs' classification of the United Nations is based on development criteria
and development challenges. In 2018 a country with per capita Gross National Income (GNI) (3-year
average) of US$1025 or below, Human Assets Index (HAI) of 62.0 and below and Economic
Vulnerability Index (EVI) of 36.0 and above is considered as an LDC by the UN. The World Bank
category is based only on per capita GNI (three year average), for the current 2018 fiscal year (based
on 2016 income), the range of which is US$1005 or less and between US$1006 to US$3.955
respectively for low-income countries and lower middle-income countries. The World Bank's
classification is used to make lending decisions and to provide concessional financing in terms of
lower interest rates and debt relief to be offered to a country. The both United Nations and World
Bank criteria are updated periodically.

Initially in 1971 a number of 25 UN member countries were categorized as LDCs. From the inception
a total of 48 countries were recognized as LDCs including 34 African, 9 Asian, 4 Pacific and 1
Caribbean country. Bangladesh was included as an LDC in 1975.

3. Graduation Process
The graduation means leaving of a country from the LDC category assigned by United Nations which
involves a systematic procedure. A schematic process of graduation is sown in the flow chart

(Figure 1).

The United Nation's Committee for Development Policy (UN-CDP) is mandated by the UN General
Assembly (UNGA) and the ECOSOC to review the list of LDC category of countries in every three
year and to make recommendation on the inclusion and graduation of eligible countries using a set of
criteria. A country must fulfill the eligibility criteria in two consecutive reviews before making
recommendation for graduations. Based on the vulnerability profile and impact assessment reports
placed by the UNCTAD and United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) in
the 2nd triennial review (TR), the recommendation for graduation is endorsed by the ECOSOC and
the proposal is placed for information in the UNGA. Once the UNGA takes note of the
recommendation the country graduates from the LDC category.

Graduation becomes effective normally after a transition period of three years to allow the LDC to
prepare for graduation. Graduated country also graduates out of the preferential market access regime.
From the year of first fulfillment of the graduation eligibility criteria normally it takes minimum nine
years to complete smooth graduation of a country. During this period the country passes through
assessment of country profile by the UN-CDP. The views of the country are also considered. Based on
the vulnerability profile and impact assessment findings, graduation of a country might be delayed.
However, once graduated, the graduated country must accept the status and there is no option for .
rejection.
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Figure 1: Graduation flow chart
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4. Graduation Criteria

The criteria to identify LDCs were first applied in 1971 for inclusion of LDCs by the United Nations.
However, the graduation rules were established in 1991 when the first systematic triennial reviews of
LDCs was conducted. The criteria have always included three components: income, social progress
and economic vulnerability. The criteria are developed and refined periodically by the UN-CDP to
incorporate new development concerns, relevant advances in economic theory and greater data
availability. For instance, maternal mortality ratio indicator was newly added in 2018 review. For
graduation a country must meet two of the three threshold criteria for two consecutive triennial
reviews. The LDC inclusion and graduation thresholds that were used for 2018 triennial review are
presented in Table 1.

Table 1: LDC inclusion and graduation thresholds used for 2018 triennial review

Process Per Capita Gross Human Assets Economic Vulnerability
National Income (GNI) Index (HAI) Index (EVI
Inclusion US$1,025 or below 62.0 or below 36.0 or above
Graduation US$1,230 or above 66.0 or above 32.0 or below

Source: UN-CDP, 2018 triennial review.

A country may graduate based only on per capita income without fulfilling the HAI and EVI
graduation thresholds. The income-only graduation threshold is twice the per capita income graduation
threshold which is $2,460 or above for the year 2018. _
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The low level of human assets represents a lower development of human capital. High economic
vulnerability indicates higher risks for economic development. For sustainability reasons, graduation
thresholds are set at higher (lower) level compared to inclusion thresholds. Since 1991,
recommendations for graduation are being made on the basis of triennial reviews of countries based on
these criteria. In last 47 years since categorization of LDCs, only five countries - Botswana (1994),
Cabo Verde (2007), Maldives (2011) and Samoa (2014): and Equatorial Guinea (2017, income only) -
have graduated.

5. Fulfillment of Graduation Criteria by Bangladesh

Bangladesh has fulfilled the criteria for eligibility for graduation in terms of per capita income (GNI),
human assets index (HAI) and economic vulnerability index (EVI). Bangladesh is the first LDC which
has fulfilled all criteria for graduation. The scores of GNI, HAI and EVI of Bangladesh, LDCs and
developing countries as of March, 2018 are presented in Table 2.

Table 2: Scores of GNI, HAI and EVI of Bangladesh, LDCs and developing countries

Indicator GNI HAI EVI
Graduation score USS$ 1,230 or above | 66.0 or above 32.0 or below
Average of all LDCs' score US$ 1,229 53.1 41.3
Bangladesh score US$ 1,274 73.2 252
Average of all
developing countries USS 7,064 76.4 34.7

Source: UN-CDP, 2018 triennial review. Figure:2

Per Capita Income Criteria

In terms of the per capita gross national income (using the World Bank Atlas conversion criteria (3
year average), Bangladesh has exceeded the LDCs average since 1996. This year Bangladesh has
crossed the graduation threshold income of US$1,230 with per capita income of US$1,274.

Human Assets Index (HAI)

Remarkable economic growth has helped the poor in Bangladesh. Since 1990 about 50 million people
left extreme poverty, as defined by the World Ban Contributing, a reduction in the poverty rate from
40% to 14%. The government of Bangladesh has provided vital health and education services to the
poor, translating into rapid improvements in the human assets index used by the UN-CDP. With the
increases across the five components of the human assets index - infant mortality, maternal mortality,
undernourishment, adult schooling and adult literacy - over the years, Bangladesh exceeded the
threshold on this index for the first time in 2016 having the HAI of 73.2 in 2018 (Figure 3).
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Figure 2: Per capita gross national income (USS. Atlas conversion). 1976-2018
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Figure 3: Decomposition of human assets index (Hai) Of Bangladesh, 2018
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Economic Vulnerability Index (EVI)

Bangladesh also enjoyed a reduction in economic vu]nerabili](fhe economic vulnerability index has
consistently decreased since 2003 when for the first year it fell below the UN-CDP's official threshold.
The decomposition of economic vulnerability index (EVI) of Bangladesh in terms of eight indicators
is shown in the Figure 4-

Figure 4: Decomposition of economic vulnerability index (EVI) of Bangladesh, 2018
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6. Factors Contributed to the Success

In 1974 per capita income of the Bangladeshi people was only US$110 which has increased to
US$1,544 in 2016/17. During last ten years per capita income has been doubled. As a result, the
percentage of the people below the poverty line has reduced from 56.6% in 1992 to 24.3% in 2016
(HIES, 2016). Foreign exchange reserve has increased from US$121 million in 1981-82 to US$33.407
million on 30 June, 2017. During last several years the economic growth in Bangladesh has exceeded
6% which has been one of the fastest growth rates in the world in recent years. Presently the economy
of Bangladesh is the 43rd largest economy in the World. The economy has developed largely on the
basis of textile and garment exports. Clothing forms a higher share of exports than in any other
country. Remittances, natural gas, shipbuilding and seafood, as well as information communications
and pharmaceuticals are all emerging sources of foreign exchange and economic growth.

7. Pathway for Effective Graduation of Bangladesh
Similar to other graduated countries, Bangladesh has to step forward through a specific pathway for




Figure: 5
Time line LDC graduation procedure
The 2018 CDP triennial CDP found Bangladesh eligible for graduation.
review DESA has notified its initial findings.
Before next two CDP UNCTAD to prepare a vulnerability profile.
triennial reviews (2018-2021) DESA to prepare an ex-ante assessment report.
Bangladesh may or may not provide comment on these drafis.
At the time of 2021 CDP DESA to confirm Bangladesh's eligibility for LDC
triennial review graduation for the second time and recommend to ECOSOC.

ECOSOC likely to endorse and UN General Assembly will
take note of the CDP recommendations.

Between two CDP triennial Bangladesh to set up a consultative mechanism and prepare a
reviews (2021-2024) transition strategy with the help of all responsible stakeholders.
It is expected that to facilitate the process UNDP and UN system
will provide targeted support. Besides, CDP will continue to
monitor and report annually to ECOSOC.

2024 CDP triennial review Graduation becomes effective and Bangladesh graduates
permanently out of the LDC group.

Transition period of smooth Bangladesh is expected to prepare, implement and monitor the
graduation (2024-2027) transition strategy. In the process, it is hoped that Bangladesh
will receive support from development and trading partners in
implementing transition strategy.

Completion of Smooth Bangladesh graduates out of the preferential market access regime
graduation (2027)

Source: CPD, Bangladesh

Before next triennial review in 2021, Bangladesh should go through vulnerability profiling and
assessment of possible impact of graduation. Bangladesh is well ahead in preparation, implementation
and monitoring of the transition strategy. A work plan has been adopted on 12 August 2013 that aims
to place the country firmly on the road to graduation from the LDC category. The work plan is focused
on increasing productive capacity, developing human resources, increasing resilience and enhancing
governance. A Ministerial Committee has been formed to monitor the implementation. For graduation
and smooth transition Bangladesh will receive support from the development and trading partners in
implementing the work plan.

8. Impact of Graduation on Bangladesh

The 48 LDCs represent 13% of the world's population and 38% of the world's extreme poor. Despite
rising income levels in many LDCs, the incidence of extreme poverty in these countries is still very
high. On average nearly 50% of the population in LDCs lives in extreme poverty compared to 12% in
other developing countries.




Because of being vulnerable and disadvantaged UN member countries, the most LDCs are getting
assistance in various forms in order to be able to maintain sustainable development effectively coping
with the economic and environmental shocks and low-level of human assets. After graduation a
country will no longer be eligible for certain international support measures in the areas of trade,
official development assistance (ODA), climate change support, travel and other. The UN bodies and
bilateral development partners are expected to offer a transitional period of three years to Bangladesh
to avail itself of these benefits.

Impact on Development Financing

According to the Istambul Plan of Action (IPOA), the UN target for Official Development Assistance
(ODA) to LDC is 0.15-0.20% of donor GNI to be provided as aid to LDCs. Bangladesh remains one
of the largest LDC recipients of ODA in absolute terms. After graduation the options for concessional
financing will no longer be applicable. Bangladesh may also be omitted from climate change support
facility which may hamper mitigation and adaptation efforts of the country. The country will also not
be eligible for science, technology and innovation related concessional finance for the LDCs.
However, the country's dependency on ODA has reduced remarkably from 5.6% of GDP in 1991 to
2.2% in 2013. In 1991 the ODA amount was more than that of export earnings which was only 10.3%
in 2013. The share of ODA has decreased from 69.8% of the exports & remittance in 1991 to 6.7% in
2013. It seems that the ODA is a relatively small proportion of government expenditure and there will
be a little impact of graduation.

Impact on Trade and Export Markets

Currently, Bangladesh enjoys preferential market access, to varying degrees and extent. in markets of
more than 40 countries including the European Union, Canada, Japan and Australia. About 90 percent
of Bangladesh's total exports go to the export markets under different preferential market access
facilities. The preference margin for its apparel industry under the EU's 'Everything but Arms (EBA)'
initiative is 12% which gives the country a substantial price advantage. After graduation, Bangladesh
will possibly face withdrawal of GSP facilities from these markets. If Bangladesh fails to manage to
renegotiate with these countries it will have to face increased tariff rates in exporting to these markets
beyond 2027. On average, Bangladesh's export will face additional 8.7% and 3.9% increased tariffs
respectively in the EU and selected non-EU destinations once graduated. According to UNCTAD
(2016) about 5.5% to 7.5% exports may be lost as a result of loss of preferential market access. This
may result in an estimated export loss of US$2.7 billion in the currently preference-offering countries
which would be equivalent to about 8% of its global exports in that year. After graduation, the
intellectual property rights regimes will be more stringently applied which will be particularly relevant
for Bangladesh's promising pharmaceutical sector currently getting special treatment under
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and Public Health.

It is important that the EBA scheme has not only helped Bangladesh, but the brands and 500 million
consumers in the European Union have also benefited from the scheme. It might be expected that the
impact of any tariff increases would be divided between exporters of Bangladesh and importers of EU.
The European clothing companies may pay a part or all of the increased tariffs. In that case the
country would remain competitive over the medium term against major competitors.




Impact on Other Supports

The LDCs' contributions to the regulﬁ#budgct of the United Nations are kept as low as 0.01% of the
total United Nations budget. Every LDC is also entitled to a 90% discount in their contributions to
peacekeeping operations. The scholarships, research-related travel grants and research-related
financial support are also classified under general support measures. As an LDC Bangladesh is getting
discount in regular budget contribution to the United Nations, ILO. UNIDO., Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) etc. as well as access to special travel funds, free tickets to UN and WTO
meetings. Although these supports to Bangladesh are supposed to be eliminated after graduation,
although the supports are considered relatively unimportant for Bangladesh considering the big size of
its economy.

9. Graduation and GSP+ Facility for Bangladesh

Once finally graduated, Bangladesh will no more be eligible for duty-free, quota-free market access
under the WTO. Particular implications will be in the EU market which is the destination of more than
60% of the country's export goods. Following graduation in 2024 the country would have a three-year
transition period before it lost duty-free, quota-free market access to the European Union under the
‘Everything but Arms (EBA)' initiative. After 2027 up on ratification of 27 conventions on human (7
UN conventions) and labour rights (8 ILO core conventions), environment (8 conventions) and
governance (4 UN conventions), Bangladesh may qualify for the Generalised System of Preferences
Plus (GSP+) benefits of the European Union getting dedicated preferential tariff rates. Bangladesh has
already ratified all GPS+ conventions except the ILO Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138).

There are some encouraging factors that among the top 10 green factories in the world, seven are in
Bangladesh and the government has been working to improve the human rights, labour rights, good
governance and protection of environment. The government is also determined to take necessary steps
to fulfill the requirements of GSP+ markets access in the EU. Therefore. it is hopeful that the EU will
award Bangladesh the GSP+ status after completion of smooth graduation at the end of 2027.

10. Implications for Labour Sector

Graduation of Bangladesh will have some direct/indirect positive/negative impacts on the labour
sector. There might be loss of services waiver under WTO General Agreement on Trade in Services
(GATS) which provides preferential access to service exports from the LDCs. Although any benefit
from the WTO-GATS is still under negotiations. The graduation might have some impacts on the
labour sector in terms of employment generation and enforcement of Labour Act.

Implications for Improving Labour Rights
Bangladesh has already ratified 7 of the 8 ILO core conventions and it is likely that the country will
move forward to ratify the ILO Minimum Age Convention No. 138 to fulfill the requirement of GSP+
market access. In recent years Bangladesh has much intensified its efforts for enforcement of Labour
Act in order to improve labour rights and workplace safety at enterprise and sectoral levels. A
forward-looking perspective will be needed to comply with all core labour conventions to satisfy the
EU. Further, if Bangladesh is granted GSP+ market access facility in EU Markets, the country should
go through periodic review of compliance of GSP+ labour conventions. All these initiatives would
uphold the image of Bangladesh in improving welfare of the workers including workplace safety in
the country. particularly in the export-oriented industrial sectors. Improved compliance of labour
rights would contribute in expanding markets access through improved competitiveness of Bangladesh
in the global supply chains of RMG, shrimp, leather, pharmaceuticals ete!




Implications for Labour Market

In Bangladesh, on an average, 20 to 22 lakh job seekers enter the labour market annually. a large
portion of them being youth. Approximately 2.5 lakh new jobs are created for 1% increase in GDP.
Therefore, maintaining steady GDP growth is crucial for stability in the labour market and to create
adequate jobs for the new entrance. The labour market impact of graduation can be captured only
through detail study. Apparently, graduation will have negative impact on development financing,
export competitiveness and export earnings affecting GDP growth, employment and poverty
negatively. The success to mitigate the risks of development financing and erosion of preferential
market access will be the ultimate determinant of labour market impacts.

Since the country's dependency on ODA has been reduced remarkably and it represents a small
proportion of government expenditure, the negative impact of ODA after graduation would be very
little. On the contrary, the experts' opinion is that the improvement to Bangladesh's image on the world
stage from graduation would give it a better credit rating, allowing it to borrow more cheaply on world
markets which will have positive impact on development financing.

Export loss due to increase in tariff rates would have negative impact on labour market. However, if
Bangladesh can ensure GSP+ market access along with ensured labour rights it would help
retain/expand market access for Bangladesh leading to export led growth. From recent trends it is
evident that increasing volume of garment production is being offshored from China which is
providing additional opportunities to expand RMG export from Bangladesh. Side by side, increased
South-South trade opportunities, particularly in the regional markets of India and China may
contribute to the export market stability and employment generation.

Productivity enhancement of export items would be another important determinant for
competitiveness of Bangladeshi products in global markets. It is encouraging that Bangladesh has put
much emphasis on skill development supported by policies and programmes particularly for the
youths. This would help the country to ensure demographic dividend and pulling out of the people
from low-paying jobs by ensuring higher productivity, productive jobs, decent working conditions and
wages.

Finally, Bangladesh will continue to enjoy the facilities it has been getting as a LDC until 2027 after
becoming a developing country. It is encouraging that in line with the UN 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda, the 7th Five Year Plan of Bangladesh has emphasized the need for
diversification of export products and export market, trade-related capacity-building, technology
up-gradation, skill development, productivity enhancement, higher competitive strength, inclusive
development, good governance, and elimination of social discrimination along with speeding up
revenue collection. More industrialization and public sector development prioritizing the less
developed regions of the country would be important to promote productive employment and decent
jobs creation. Since the UN 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda overlaps the graduation period of
the country, achieving the targets of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will significantly
contribute smooth transition of Bangladesh. It is hoped that targeted allocation and appropriate
utilization of resources and quality implementation of the Annual Development Programmes (ADP)
following the Bangladesh SDG Action Plan would well pave the graduation path of Bangladesh
contributing sustainable development of labour market and labour sector of the country.
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Stakeholders Workshop on Green Jobs

Pan Pacific Sonargaon, Chaxa
Wednesg plember 2017
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Bilateral Agreement with Nanyang Polytechnic International, Singapore, about Tripartite Concurrent
Leaders Programme.
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Second Meeting of the Steering Committee of Islamic Conference
Jakarta, Indonesia.
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Training on Conciliation of Labour Disputes Organised by SDIR Project of ILO in Collaboration with

DOL in Presence of Mr. Shib Nath Roy, Director General, Department of Labour.
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Proud to have contributed to the growth of Agriculture

I(I‘FC(, Karnaphuli Fertilizer Company Limited

r@ * Partner in progress - farmers’ friend Leading Fertilizer Producer in Bangladesh
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DHAKA
WATER GARDEN

YOUR
BUSINESSHHOTEL
IN-A RESORT SETTING

R e __.,..._..............;.,.,,ﬁ. e e e et

Sprawling cver f acres of man: uﬁ'd
gaidens with witaF feat.res, Fadic,on Ph
Dhakd Wat I,ﬁ a business hotel

~Ith an ‘lrh!ﬁr( fan gxclusive resort
A iom the nusﬂe &pystle of the city

' nte‘ udes.an air of su{'pnslrrg
w SEI'ET'H'[)I

RADISSON BLU DI;lAKA WATER GARDEN
“i  Road, Dhaka t. Dhaka 1206, Bangladesh
Phone: +880 2 19834554
'%" radissonblu,com/hotel-dhaka
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Unlimited data, local calls and SMS

@only@daily, LIEIW *140+x10+6# ;

For more details visit:
www.robi.com.bd/current-offers/roaming-bundle

visit: ] /RobiFanz

For your personal safety, avoid disclosing
i. personal information or your PIN

an axiata company robi.com.bd
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ignite the power within
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P H P Farily

www.phpfamily.co

Peace, Happiness & Prosperity

Automobiles

Stocks & Securities

Awiation Healthcare Financial Services

3hp 8 g atex & Rubber
Education Property Management Steel Shipping
Insurance Power Electrical Equipment Textile Fisheries
Trading Glass Asphalt Aluminium i Storage
- . . Corporal
Serving The Nation in Silence

te Office : PHF Houw, Temporary Office : PH® Centre,
31 Agrabad C/a, Chittagong, Bangladesh 041 Takie Hossan Road. Chittagong, Bangladesh
+88-031-2511037-41, Fan | «BB-031-726982 | Tel +BEB-O11-H32316-21, bax +B8-031-2854036
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Strong Structure
Portland Composite Cement

DI 2 A L




mu&mu_._z__‘. isjuawijdwoo Joj hpeal jab moN

|_ £6-26Y12995L1 _um?‘ saiwesa) iy Aq epuep E hsse|o pue snosowejb awoy inoh axe}y ysapejbueg ul awiy jsiy sy Joj |
subisap [euoIjEULBIUI YJIM SB]1} UBYDYY B WOOIY|e] palnixa] wniwald

yby] U] seurys joyy8zoj9
"'58]]] 8zp|5 ipbng DYUDA

e oulaud ng
% Buluun IS e

VLINVA




bunuied
ssa)d

430434

ib5 aled o 32 ORE (Ll kb BE Sle-bh Bive 2o
MR o 50 % LBl B[R kb (e~ [ladf Xl
B[l Bir BT 0R (318 BuleBis) e BT R0 KiBLe
eehln §F i B Sk bl i) £FST By
BRI b0 L= (3R B (B Riadln (o B3 Sl Wi Blirke

Pea@e $I) dels
Blr-aqdiello] lekdlbes|b
legeyle) bliolb

uoneu a3yes & Suppng j

Uerkialet ] MR Padls badl) bide Bl ROp Shehob L BENCRINS Wt O B
o 08 “Wbkn 20 LGS biSedlc B BN § g GO0 MUtk B0 Sl hik 00 Q18)'Q% 1N LA
Dpitic il 22 BIO WbEn.cty W0 Ete Q4 B Qlskt -0005 50U 6697 S Rhlin bahgs 10X}
Bleale Qigain 32 & giegle U HORENS S DhJ hebl 5200 0 D bR RabdBbeL Loyl
Sl 0040 50 ebnidie 107 Bk A0 A Rk B Nod UL Belbis I MRk



SLLIVAON

‘sanl| s,aidoad puajxa pue anosduwi o} shkem
mau Buuaaoasip Inoge ajeucissed aie ap, ‘paau |eaIpaw Jawun jealb
jo sease ul syonpoid |aaou dojeaap pue saseasip jo Guipuejsiapun
JNO UBPEO0JQ '30U3I0S JO Sauepunoq 3y} ysnd 0] Yom SiSyDIEasa)
nQ ‘sanss| aseoyyeay Buibuajeyo jsow sAa0s a3y Jo awos
$Salppe 0} 80uaids JO Jamod UOHEADUUI U] SSaUIeY am 'SIUBAON Iy

SUIDIPIB O d213dkid
a3y} buibueyy

b itk Tl e T Gl

Rivicblc ‘lodeg) hBify




Since 1978

Achievements
. National
President
Award I = EXP?&TI;?W
Awarded by

Honorable President

Certification
< (7] © [c]8
B SN APPROVED

Awards

web:swww . brbcable.com




www.pranfoods.net

Delighting consumer taste buds across
the globe, PRAN have taken the noble
oath to ensure the best in quality
brands of food and beverages to
millions of people in more than 121
countries of the world.We are proud
<o

of our journey, which started in

we see that precious smile of

fulfillment on YOUR face!

Bangladesh in 1981, to reach you. Our
pursuit for happiness will continue till

The Shade of

ORION GROUP is a leading conglomerate in tha country with diversified portfolios in Pharma & Healthcare, Construction & Real Estate, Cosmetics & Tolletries, Power Generation &
Energy, Infrastructure Development, High-tech Agro Products, Food & Restaurant Chain, Sports & Events, Textiles & Garments and Home Appliance sectors, Apart from significant
ORION contribution In pharmacautical and healthcare sector in the country over the years, Orion has heanily focused In power generation, engineering & construction and Infrastructure

development sectors of the country. Being involved into these, ORION Is consistently successful in al major investment undertakings and Is contributing significantly to the country's
economic growth and stability through adoption of appropriate business to business strategy. [n this context, Orion has successhlly developed partnership with the government,
Foreign lenders & exims as well as brought foreign, expertise and tachnology wherever required.

taking our NATION a step towards TOMORROW
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THE WESTIN

DHAXA

Catering Excellence
Through Perfection

Five Star Catering Experience at your Doorstep
Specially crafted menu by our international masterchefs

Fully equipped with state of the art logistics
- Compliant with all international standards of hygiene

Full event management support

- Portable live stations
Ao ow
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For reservations: +88017566422023

BMAH CEMENT
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Bashundhara

ATTA, MAIDA, SUJI
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