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Message

On the occasion of the National Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) Day, it is an opportunity for
reflection on the progress made since Bangladesh began commemoration of the day in 2016 and chart
the way forward to ensure that safety and health became a hallmark of every workplace.

The International Labour Organization (ILO), along with other development partners, has stood by
Bangladesh, supporting its journey towards enhanced awareness on occupational safety and health and
establishment of a robust national OSH framework. The adoption of the OSH policy, the creation of the
OSH profile, and the development of the National Action Plan on OSH mark significant milestones in
this journey. These achievements are testament to the country's commitment to improving workplace
safety and health, aligning with international standards and ILO conventions.

Despite these notable advancements, we recognize the challenges that remain. Building a proactive
culture of prevention of workplace hazards and accidents requires continuous effort, collaboration, and
collective action. It is not only about policy formulation but also about effective policy implementation,
ensuring that every worker in Bangladesh is guaranteed of a safe and healthy work environment. This
calls for concerted efforts from the government, employers, workers, along with the support of
development partners and civil society.

To further strengthen the effective implementation of occupational safety and health measures in
Bangladesh, the country may consider ratifying the ILO Conventions on OSH; the Occupational Safety
and Health Convention, 1981 (No. 155) and the Promotional Framework for Occupational Safety and
Health Convention, 2006 (No. 187). These conventions provide a robust framework for establishing,
implementing, and continually improving the Bangladesh OSH management systems that are crucial
for protecting workers.

As we commemorate this day, let us reaffirm our commitment to advancing workplace safety and
health across all sectors. The ILO remains committed to supporting Bangladesh in its endeavours to
improve occupational safety and health in the world of work. The ILO is especially thankful to
development partners for their continued commitment and partnership in advancing occupational
safety and health in the world of Work. Through our collective efforts, we can achieve a safer, healthier,
and more productive workforce, contributing to sustainable development and economic growth of
Bangladesh.

Let us continue to work hand in hand to strengthen the implementation of the OSH National Action

Plan and foster a lasting culture of safety and health at work. Together, we can make a significant
difference in the lives of millions of workers in Bangladesh.

A

Tuomo Poutiainen
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Joint Statement from the Development Partners

The World Day of Safety and Health at Work this year focuses on exploring the impacts of climate change
on occupational safety and health. It emphasizes the connection between climate change and the welfare of
workers worldwide, resonating strongly here in Bangladesh. The country is climate and disaster vulnerable
and faces significant related risks, including rising sea levels, erratic rainfall, and increased frequency in
cyclones and floods.

Addressing these challenges calls for collective actions to protect all workers, with particular implications
for those in agriculture, fisheries, the garment industry, and the informal economy.

Bangladesh has made significant strides by developing the OSH policy, OSH profile and OSH National
Plan of Action. To uphold the fundamental right to safe work, it is now imperative to initiate the national
OSH programme and democratize OSH practices across sectors, geographies, and demographics. This
includes adapting to the changing risks posed by climate-related factors such as heat stress, air pollution,
chemical exposure, and industrial accidents. Additionally, recognizing that women and legally working
adolescents face unique OSH challenges, tailored and inclusive responses for these groups are necessary.
We welcome the ongoing efforts of the Department of Inspection for Factories and Establishments in imple-
menting its Gender Roadmap, and we hope to see similar initiatives replicated elsewhere.

We are committed to support the Bangladesh Labour Sector reforms in line with national commitments in
the GB Roadmap and National Action Plan on Labour Sector Reform (2021-2026), in which the right to
OSH is an integral part. Through collaboration with the International Labour Organization, the Government
of Bangladesh, workers' and employers' organizations, we have jointly developed multiple complementary
projects to support sustainable development and facilitate a successful transition from Least Developed
Country (LDC) status by 2026.

We extend our warmest wishes to Bangladesh as it celebrates National Occupational Safety and Health Day.

Lilly Nichols, Christian Brix Mgller, Charles Whiteley, Irma van Dueren, Alexandra Berg von Linde,

High Commissioner, Ambassador, Ambassador & Head of Ambassador, Ambassador,

Canada High Commission Embassy of the Kingdom of Delegation, Embassy of the Kingdom of Embassy of Sweden
Denmark Delegation of the European the Netherlands

Union
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