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Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Directorate General of Drug Administration
Aushadh Vaban
Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh

Meeting minutes of Task Force to Monitor Antimicrobial Consumption / Antimicrobial Use

Surveillance in Bangladesh

| Major General Mohammad Yousuf, DG, DGDA.

| 03.09.2023

| 11:00 am

| Conference Room, DGDA (2™ floor).

| Ms. S. M. Sabrina Yesmin, Asst. Director, DGDA.

| Mr. Md. Mostafizur Rahman, Director (cc), DGDA.

Attendees

Agenda

. Dissemination of the Antimicrobial Consumption (AMC)
Surveillance Reports for 2021 (Human).

2. Dissemination of the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for
Antimicrobial Consumption (AMC) Surveillance in Bangladesh
(Veterinary).

3. Approval of the National Guideline on Dispensing, Use and
Disposal Management of Antimicrobial Drugs-Bangladesh.

4. Review and Feedback on the World AMR Awareness Week 2023
Poster.

5. Other Matters.

Chairperson of the Task Force to Monitor Antimicrobial Consumption (AMC) and Antimicrobial Use (AMU)
Surveillance in Bangladesh, Major General Mohammad Yousuf, DG, DGDA, welcomed all the participants to
this meeting. He stated that Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) is a critical issue, and as a regulator and healthcare
professional, he personally takes this issue very seriously. He added, "Every year, 1.27 million people die from
AMR. DGDA serves as the national center for antimicrobial consumption (AMC) and antimicrobial use (AMU)

surveillance in Bangladesh. We have established the AMC surveillance system for human health, and for °

veterinary purposes, wehave plans to establish a similar surveillance system.

According to our AMR National Action Plan, each department has specific responsibilities. For instance, we
oversee the safety, quality, and efficacy of antimicrobial drugs, work to reduce self-medication, and monitor
antimicrobial consumption patterns in Bangladesh. We require surveillance data for making policy-level
decisions. For example, IEDCR conducts AMR surveillance, while we conduct AMC surveillance. By
comparing these two sets of surveillance data, we can predict future antimicrobial drug usage in our country.

(a) Assistant Director, DGDA, Ms. S. M. Sabrina Yesmin, and Mr. Paritosh Chakma, National Consultant
for Essential Drugs and other Medicines at WHO-Bangladesh, presented the Antimicrobial
Consumption Surveillance data for 2021. The surveillance data revealed an increase in overall
antimicrobial consumption from 2016 to 2020, with rates of 16.65 in 2016, 19.87 in 2017, 21.78 in

2018, 24.74 in 2019, and 25.37 in 2020 (DDD/1000 inhabitants/day). However, in 2021, it surged to
57.5 DDD/1000 inhabitants/day.
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Cephalosporins, - particularly 3rd generation cephalosporins, were the most frequently consumed
antimicrobials in the country. The highest consumed antimicrobial agents (DU75) included cefixime
(24.8), azithromycin (23.2), metronidazole (6), doxycycline (7.8), ciprofloxacin (9.9), and cefradine
(4.2) (DDD/1000 inhabitants/day in 2021 for oral use). Furthermore, it was observed that the most
consumed antibiotics fell into the WATCH category, with increased use of Reserved group antibiotics
compared to previous years. For parenteral use, the highest consumed antimicrobials (DU90) were
ceftriaxone (43.1), moxifloxacin (17.7), metronidazole (12.4), ciprofloxacin (6.4), gentamicin (5.2),
levofloxacin (3), and meropenem (2.5) (DDD/1000 inhabitants/day in 2021).

The taskforce members commended DGDA's work and approved the AMC surveillance report for
2021. They recommended forming a working group to identify the reasons behind the high consumption
of antimicrobial drugs in 2021 and to make necessary policy decisions. Professor Dr. Md. Sayedur
Rahman, Chairman of the Department of Pharmacology at BSMMU, expressed appreciation for
DGDA's initiative and emphasized the need for mass awareness campaigns targeting both the general
public and healthcare professionals.

Mr. ATM Golam Kibria Khan, Assistant Director at DGDA, presented the draft "National Guideline
on Dispensing, Use, and Disposal Management of Antimicrobial Drugs in Bangladesh." He reported
that DGDA conducted a baseline survey on dispensing and waste disposal practices of antimicrobial
medicines in retail medicine shops (pharmacies) across 8 divisions of Bangladesh. This survey
highlighted the necessity of creating guidelines for dispensing and disposal. Mr. Khan also mentioned
that the guideline was developed in accordance with the National Strategy and Action Plan for
Antimicrobial Resistance Containment in Bangladesh (2021-2026), specifically sections 5.1.9, 7.2.1,
7.2.2,7.2.3, and 7.2.5. The guideline received input from the working committee, and WHO provided
their recommendations after conducting a stakeholder meeting.

The taskforce members appreciated these initiatives and suggested circulating the guideline among
stakeholders and uploading it to the DGDA website for further stakeholder feedback. With these
recommendations, they agreed to approve the "National Guideline on Dispensing, Use, and Disposal
Management of Antimicrobial Drugs in Bangladesh."

Ms. Umme Habiba, National Consultant for AMR at DGDA, World Health Organization Bangladesh,
presented the draft poster for the World AMR Awareness Week (WAAW) 2023. The members of the
Task Force to Monitor Antimicrobial Consumption and Antimicrobial Use Surveillance in Bangladesh
approved the following posters:







(d) Dissemination of the Standard Operating Procedure

(SOP) for Antimicrobial Consumption (AMC)
Surveillance in Bangladesh (Veterinary).

No.

o1. | PGDA will establish a working group to identify the reasons behind the high consumption rate
__| of antimicrobial drugs in 2021 and the necessary policy decisions.

The "National Guideline on Dispensing, Use, and Disposal Management of Antimicrobial
02 Drugs in Bangladesh"” has been approved with the following recommendations:

1. DGDA should circulate this guideline among stakeholders and upload it to the DGDA
website for stakeholders' input.

03. | Ten posters for World AMR Awareness Week (WAAW) 2023 have been approved.

DLS will ensure the accuracy of information regardiﬁg the average weight at the time of animal
04. : . ; .
treatment in Bangladesh and provide the correct mformation.

Majd ammad Yousuf
(V ifectorat mﬁm
02007 2023

Chairperson of the Task Force to Monitor

Antimicrobial Consumption / Use
Surveillance in Bangladesh.
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Attendance Registrar

Directorate General of Drug Administration (DGDA)

DGDA Conference Room

ty Title: Consultative workshop of “Task. fnr’feg % mmlitor intlmlcrohinl«cunsuﬁ;ptwn! se in Banglﬁdesh” at DGDA

Date: 3/9/2023

o. [Name of Participant

Designation and Organization

Mobile and Email 1D

Participant’s Signature

Md Vagih Rrayy

e
esice. Minded V34 TIRT

Rewnrk Tahan

"'H'I&Au»'s/qp,,bc,m 01914 {53297 ireu
Sovre Sofein | 2T OfFloytspy | cxor
fank lpsha. Clckined MC~ EOX ) w 1¢0 (’2?’? Lf”,‘,?orgfwgnr Y~

Blgwymumgimin ™Mrte

Af9 oy

.«
LR

Page-3of 3

=




Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Directorate General of Drug Administration
Aushodh Vaban
Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh

Memo No: DGDA/AMR-12020/} & | § & Date: 9.9. 0¢. 109

Subject: Invitation to Participate in the Meeting of the Task Force to Monitor Antimicrobial
- Consumption (AMC) / Use (AMU) in Bangladesh, "

As per the above mentioned subject, you are cordially invited to participate in an important meeting of the
Task Force to Monitor Antimicrobial Consumption/Use in Bangladesh.

As indicated by the subject, the purpose of this meeting is to bring together key stakeholders and experts
involved in antimicrobial research and surveillance. DGDA serves as the National Centre for Antimicrobial
Consumption/Use Surveillance in Bangladesh. The primary responsibility of the Task Force is to oversee
and endorse AMC/AMU-related research endeavors. Furthermore, the task force plays a pivotal role in

monitoring and evaluating the progress of national antimicrobial consumption and use surveillance
initiatives.

Technical and financial support of this meeting will be covered by WHO-Bangladesh.

The ineeting details are aS follows:
Date: 03.09,2023 (Sunday)

Time: 11:00 am - e
Venue: DGDA Conference' Room

Your presence and insights would be invaluable in shaping the discussions and outcomes of this meeting.
We believe that your expertise and contributions will greatly contribute to our efforts in ensuring the
responsible consumption and usage of antimicrobial agents. g

Enclosed: Agenda.
Major Gene ousuf
. . irectorate Gengz inistration
Ve o Mohakhgli] gladesh.

And the Chairperson of “Task Force to Monitor
4 Antimicrobial Consumption/ Use in Bangladesh”
& ‘Phone: 02222280803

‘ E-mail: dgda.gov@gmail.com
Distribution: (Not According to the Seniority)

1. Additional Secretary (Drug Admin Wing), HSD, MOHFW.

Director, CDC.

Director, IEDCR. :

Director (Animal Health & Admin), Department of Livestock Services.

Director (Hospital), Directorate General of Health Services.

Prof. Md. Sayedur Rahman,:Chairman, Department of Pharmacology, BSMMU.
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7. Mr. Md. Mostafizur Rahman, Director (cc), Directorate General of Drug Administration.

8. Mr. Md. Salahuddin, Director (cc), Directorate General of Drug Administration.

9. Deputy Director, Animal Health & OIE focal point, Department of Livestock Services.

10.  Deputy Director, Department of Environment,

11.  Assistant Director & OIE aquatic focal point, Department of Fisheries.

12.  Dr. Aninda Rahman, Deputy Program Manager, AMC; viral hepatitis and diarrhea control
program, CDC, DGHS.

13. Mr. Muhammad Mustafizur Rahman, Assistant Secretary (Drug Administration-1 and Policy),
HSD, MOHFW.

14.  President, BMDC.

15.  Secretary General, Bangladesh Association of Pharmaceutical Industrxes (BAPI).

16.  Professor M A Faiz, Ex-DG, Directorate General of Health Services.

17. Prof. Mahmudur Rahman, Epidemiologist and Former Director, IEDCR.

18.  President, Society of Microbiologist.

19.  Prof. Sitesh Chandra Bachar, Department of Pharmacy, University of Dhaka

20. AMR Focal point, WHO.

21, Country Team Leader, FAO ECTAD Bangladesh.

22. Representative from USP-PQM.

23.  Representative from USAID.

24.  Director, PEL icddr,b.

| 25.  President, Bangladesh Society of Medicine.

i 26.  Dr. Nitish Debnath, Team Lead, Fleming Fund Country Grant

R 27. Ms. S. M. Sabrina Yesmin, Asst. Director, DGDA.

' 28. PSto DG, DGDA.

29. AMR Cell, DGDA.

Memo No: DGDA/AMR-1/2020/ ; Date:
Attention for kind information: (Not According to the Seniority)
, Health Services Division, MOHFW.

DG, Directorate-Genieral of Health Services,
DG, Department of tock Services.

DG, Department of Fisheries:
DG, Department of Environment.”
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Director General
Directorate Ge of Drug Administration




