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Message

Advisor (Agriculture)
Blue Gold Program.

The Farmer Field School (FFS) approach has been used in Bangladesh for over 20
vears. It is used to educate farmers on a wide range of topics. The first FFSs,
implemented by DAE (in Danida and UNDP projects), used to have a curriculum on
Integrated Pest Management (IPM). But over the years the technical content of FFS
has broadened and the FFS approach has been used for training on Integrated Crop
Management (ICM), Integrated Farm Management (IFM), fish (Tilapia, mixed ponds,
etc.) and livestock (poultry, beef fattening, dairy cows). Recently the Blue Gold
Program, together with DAE has started designing FFS curricula with more emphasis
on "Market Orientation” and is also piloting curricula on "Community Water
Management'".

Whatever the technical content of an FFS, the training methods used by FFS
facilitators are often referred to as "non-formal adult education”. The FFS facilitators
will involve the participants in sharing of information and will promote an equal
chance for all participants to participate in activities and discussions. The facilitators
will stimulate the group to interact for joint decision making and will promote active
cooperation and collaboration between participants.

To strengthen the relationships within an FFS group and to create a positive learning
environment facilitators will in most FFS sessions include "group dynamics exercises”,
"lce breakers” and "role plays". This guide includes some of the most common
exercises that have been used in recent years by FFS facilitators in DAE and in other
FFS programs.
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