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BloES

Team Leader, Blue Gold Program

Message

Agricultural productivity in Blue Gold’s working area in south-west Bangladesh is lower than
many other areas of Bangladesh because a major part of the polder area is under single/dou-
ble cropping with low yields. Contributory factors to this lower productivity are waterlogging,
saline intrusion and reliance on traditional practices and varieties. The Blue Gold Program
aims to increase agricultural production and profitability by encouraging better management
of the available water infrastructure, the adoption of modern cultivation practices and crop
and variety selection that optimises annual cropping intensity. Blue Gold aims to improve the
livelihoods of polder dwellers through activities implemented by the key government stake-
holders - Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE), Bangladesh Water Development Board
(BWDB), Department of Livestock Services (DLS), and Department of Fisheries (DoF).

The Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE),in its role as one of the major stakeholders
of the Blue Gold Program, plays an important role in increasing agricultural production in the
polders through its Transfer of Technology for Agricultural Production (TTAP) — Blue Gold/DAE.
The Farmer Field School (FFS) approach, which DAE uses to disseminate agricultural tech-
nologies to the farmers, has broadened over the years. Under Blue Gold, a wide range of top-
ics are now included in the FFS curriculum —field crops, vegetables, livestock, poultry, fish,
and nutrition, as well as relatively new modules on market-orientation, community-led agri-
cultural water management and annual cropping system planning.

This session guide for FFS facilitators brings together a lot of material that has been developed
by DAE over many years, providing a detailed description of many sessions and studies. Par-
ticular thanks are due to Ms Tahmina Begum, TTAP Project Director, and her deputy Md Hu-
mayoun Kabir, who played a vital role in recognising the need for the manual and for leading
its development and production. | hope that it provides a useful source of information for
both extension workers and farmers.

Guy Jones
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