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Subject: 168t Regular Session on "Agricultural Development and Policy”,
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Honourable Minister, 0 m_;%q EW) 0 e T
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| have the honour to inform you that AARDO in collaboration with Governmpnt of-fve (R&publi CorBRmE T A
(Taiwan) is facilitating participation in the 168t Regular Session on "Agricultural BetaIopHeant ahd Palicy",

scheduled to be held at International Centre for Land Policy Studies and Training (ICLPST), Republic of China
(Taiwan), during 21 August — 18 September 2026. The programme has the following main objectives:

1. Providing the participants with understanding of the most recent lessons learned in achieving goals for
effective agricultural development and policy;
2. Giving the participants a deeper knowledge of agricultural economics, agricultural technology,
agricultural resources, and international trade and market issues;
3. Introducing the participants to the techniques of economically and institutionally analyzing agricultural
development and policy;
4. Aming the participants with skills and perspectives in policy-making of agricultural economics and
industrial policy, agricultural technology, agricultural resources, agricultural market and trade; and
5. Assisting participants with exploring models, policy development and policy implementation regarding:
a. Transformations of Agriculture in an Age of Climate Change; GlobaRERRrT rayRmiCs and
Technical Revolutions \ y SPErNE- L
b. Agricultural Resources and Technology Policy SRR A Y DRGSO G
. X . R e 01 T s
c. Agricultural Value Chains and Sustainable Rural Developmemg,ﬁw S-afeieo | O o we B

d. Net Zero and Sustainable Development D e

01 AT WA | 1 o v
: . 3 . DW?{:W—W:’ET: O FRee swvaie :
This programme would provide an opportunity for policy makers, plannergzand implementgrs s- e-and

formulate an action plan to overcome impending challenges in Agriculture Development.| ks, hoped that the
esteemed Government will find the above programme important and useful. A'brief note containing information
on the programme is attached, herewith.

| have the pleasure to request Hon'ble Minister to kindly nominate one (01) most relevant officer/expert, for
participation in the programme. As the programme is specialized and technical, AARDO will accept the
nomination of the candidate who is relevant to the subject of the programme, based on his/her qualification and
experience. Therefore, prospective nominee must satisfy the following:




Essehtial Qualifications: \

* Minimum a bachelor’s degree in the Relevant Field, with considerable working experience in planning and
executing the programmes related to subject of the programme.

- Must be subject specialist and related to the subject of the programme.

- Proficiency in spoken and written English language, as the medium of conducting the programme is English
only and translation facilities into any other language would not be available.

* Must be below 55 (fifty-five)) years of age with no participation in AARDO’s offline programme over the last
two years.

- Must be in good health to undergo the programme.

Hon'ble Minister will appreciate that this fellowship has expenditure inclusions and exclusions as highlighted in
the following table:

Inclusions (Borne by AARDO and Exclusions (To be Borne by Nominating Govern-

Host Institution/Government) ment/Institution or Candidate)
; Pre-Programme Expenses:
1 Programme Fee, Board & Lodging Passport, Visa Fee, Vaccination, Airport Taxes etc.
Return Air Ticket by economy class .
2 (from Capital City) Travel and Health Insurance Premium
3 Literature/Course Materials Telephone Calls, Laundry
4 Study Visits during the programme Medical Expenses
5 Local Travel (Airport transfers) Extra Bagggge Allowances (Beyond what is provid-
ed by the Airlines)
6 Daily Token Allowance (Subsistence) Post Programme Expenses: Any other expenses
after the event

The esteemed Government may wish to provide some allowances to its selected candidate especially to meet
the expenses which are excluded under this fellowship. All participants would have to carry a valid travel
health insurance cover.

The prospective nominee is required to submit duly completed enclosed application form. The form may also be
retrieved through the link: https://aardo.org/lclpst.htm! The duly filled-in application form, valid passport copy
along with the nomination letter from competent authority, may kindly be forwarded to AARDO (through email:
chdp@aardo,orq) latest by 15 June 2026. Nomination received after the closing date or incomplete in any
respect are likely not to be considered. In view of the availability of slots and response from the member coun-
tries, selection of candidates will be made in consultation with the host institution and Government.

You will kindly appreciate that the preference is being given to the member countries which are
regularly paying their membership contribution to AARDO

Kindly accept the renewed assurances of my highest consideration,

Sincerely,

p T
e wfﬁ

& B
{ } ]

Dr Manoj Nardeosingh
Secretary General, AARDO



Copy forwarded to:

The Secretary, Rural Development & Cooperative Division, Ministry of Local
Deve §£§§E?"F‘%E‘Y“§ & Cooperatives, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, D

High Commission for the People's Republic of Bangladesh, EP 39, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan Marg
Chanakyapuri, %ﬁw %gﬁf%*
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168" Regular Session on “Agriculture Development and Policy”
21 August — 18 September 2026
Sponsoring Organization : African Asian Rural Development Organization (AARDO)
Fellowship Provided by : Government of the Republic of China (Taiwan)
Organizing Institute : International Centre for Land Policy Studies and Training
Taoyuan, Republic of China (Taiwan)
Duration - 21 Aug — 18 Sept 2026 (Excluding Arrival & Departure)
Deadline for Application 15 June 2026
How to Apply-

Step 1:
Log on to the link: https://aardo.org/icinst. html

Step 2:
Course information and Guidelines and Application Form will be shown on the screen.
Download the application form and fill up the same.

Step 3:

Fill up the PDF form, take print out and sign in the right column of the same.

Step 4:

Scan the form and send it along-with latest passport copy and recommendation letter
from the Nodal Ministry to the AARDO Secretariat through the email: chdp@aardo.ore

before the deadline (15 June 2026). Applications received after the deadline or
without recommendation of nodal ministry will not be considered.

Information about the programme:

I.  Objectives:

1. Providing the participants with understanding of the most recent lessons learned in
achieving goals for effective agricultural development and policy;

2. Giving the participants a deeper knowledge of agricultural economics, agricultural
technology, agricultural resources, and international trade and market issues;

3. Introducing the participants to the techniques of economically and institutionally
analyzing agricultural development and policy;

4. Arming the participants with skills and perspectives in policy-making of agricultural
economics and industrial policy, agricultural technology, agricultural resources,
agricultural market and trade; and



o

5. Assisting participants with exploring models, policy development and policy
implementation regarding:
a) Transformations of Agriculture in an Age of Climate Change, Global Economic
Dynamics and Technical Revolutions
b) Agricultural Resources and Technology Policy
c) Agricultural Value Chains and Sustainable Rural Development
d) Net Zero and Sustainable Development

II. Course Components 1. General Structure (tentative):

(1) Transformations of Agriculture in an Age of Climate Change, Global Economic
Dynamics and Technical Revolutions (Week 1): Agriculture in the 21st Century:
Global Status, Trends, and Contextual Dynamics; Agricultural Development in the
Context of Environmental, Demographic, Technological, and Political
Transformation; Key Stakeholders Across the Agricultural Core, Upstream and
Downstream Actors, Institutions, and Research Bodies; Externalized
Environmental Costs of Agricultural Production and Interlinkages with
Anthropogenic Climate Change; Concepts, Strategic Approaches, and Policy
Instruments for Managing Environmental Externalities in Primary Agricultural
Production; Analytical Tools for the Planning, Monitoring, and Evaluation of
Sustainable Agriculture; Farmers’ Association and Women’s Participation;
Challenges in Assessing the Impact of Climate Change Risks on Taiwan.

(2) Agricultural Value Chains and Sustainable Rural Development (Week 2): Value
Chain Analysis; Value Chain Promotion; Sustainable Bioeconomy; Environmental
Input Output Analysis; Cost-Benefit Analysis; Sustainable Rural Development;
Rural Regeneration in Taiwan; Comprehensive strategies of landslide hazards
mitigation under climate change: Insights from Taiwan.

(3) Agricultural Resources and Technology Policy (Week 3): Farm Management in
th21st Century Challenges and Opportunities; Sustainable Ag Practices:
Economics, Barriers, Practicalities, Pros and Cons, Incentives; Global
Comparisons: Crop Yields/Production Costs/Challenges to Production; Global
Farmland Markets: Supply, Demand, Land-Use Competition, Key Future Global
Demand Drivers, Regional Differences; Taiwan’s Net Zero and Circular Economy
policy in agriculture sector; Development of Agricultural Science and Technology
in the New Century in Taiwan; The Application of ICT in Smart Agriculture.

(4) Field trips to related government agencies and organizations.

2. Instructors (tentative): Instructors include one course coordinator, international
lecturers from around the world and local lecturers from Taiwan.

3. Presentation
(1) The program at the ICLPST encourages interaction among participants.
Individuals are expected to not only learn the theory from the lectures by the
instructors, but also learn through debate about real problems from case



presentation and active discussion with fellow participants and other
professionals. Therefore, each participant will be required to make a 30-minute
presentation (adjusted in accordance with the actual number of participants) to
the group about the major problems facing agricultural development and policy
in their countries.

(2) The presentation shall include the following components:

A. Country Background: The first part of your presentation should include
general information about your country’s agricultural development and
policy issues.

You should consider the following points:
a. Geographic Background: Itis helpful to prepare a map of your country.

b. Agricultural Institutions and System: Information of the political
system would facilitate understanding of agricultural development in
your country.

c. Your Job or Position: Try to identify the functional role of your
affiliated institution as far as agricultural administration is concerned.

d. lIssues: To the best of your knowledge, identify the pressing issues of
agricultural development and policy-making, such as agricultural
economics, industrial policy, technology, resources, trade and market
issues, food safety, farmers’ organizations et al. in your country.

e. Future Challenges: It would be useful to highlight the foreseen major
agricultural development and policy issues of the primary concern in
your country.

B. Problems and Solutions: In addition to background information, the
presentation should cover at least one major contemporary agricultural
development and planning problem in your countries. Examples of
effective solutions and difficult experiences should be provided to share
with all participants. To take advantages of participants’ working
experience, they are free to choose a topic at their convenience and should
be prepared to explain the nature of the above said problem.

C. Net Zero and Sustainable Development: In response to global climate
change, the presentation should also include a separate portion to deal
with issues related to this theme, such as net zero, sustainable
development, circular economy, and carbon tax, etc.

(3) Preparation: Participants are required to have materials prepared for their
presentations prior to their arrival at the ICLPST. Besides, multi-media such as
video player, computer and projector will be available for the presentation.
During the training course, the participants will be divided into three panels in
accordance with the three themes covered in the first, the second, and the third
weeks. Each panel shall be composed of eight to nine participants, in accordance
with the participants’ expertise and choice of time. The three themes are as
follows:



A. Agriculture in the Age of Climate Change, Technical Revolutions, and Global
Economic Transformations
B. Agricultural Value Chains and Sustainable Rural Development

C. Agricultural Resources and Technology Policy

4. Field Trips: The field trips and cultural visits are arranged in line with the specific
topics addressed in the course; they typically take the participants to agricultural
planning agencies in the central and local governments, land offices, et al.; within the
trips and visits, the participants are given a chance to take in the beautiful views in
some internationally renowned scenic spots and cultural sites, which are hoped to
help the participants see and feel for themselves Taiwan’s development in its society
and economy as well as its friendly people and good tradition.

5. NOTE WELL:

(1) The course emphasizes experience sharing and direct participation; lectures and
participants’ presentation are all conducted in English, while field trips and
cultural visits are guided by the Center’s staff members, who act as interpreters
whenever necessary to enable the participants to better communicate and
understand the hosts during the visits.

(2) In each of the five objectives identified above, instructors would be expected to
provide

(a) relevant theory that informs the subject,
(b) discussion of cases illustrating the implementation success/failures of the
subject, and

(c) prescription for appropriate policy action in developing and transition
economy countries.
Participants are encouraged to take part in class discussions so that the participating
countries’ experiences can be shared. The course makes extensive use of technical
seminars to enhance the sharing and common understanding of imparted knowledge.
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fegm:  International Offline Training Programme on Techno-Social India: India’s Developmental Landscape
across IT Industry, Healthcare, Agriculture, Consumer Markets, and Socio-Cultural Dynamics, [IT
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Honourable Minister/Excellency/Sir/Madam, g

| have the distinct honour to inform that, under the additional contribution support provided by the esteemed Government
of the Republic of India, AARDO is organizing, in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT
Madras), an offline training programme on “Techno-Social India: India’s Developmental Landscape across IT
Industry, Healthcare, Agriculture, Consumer Markets, and Socio-Cultural Dynamics,” at IT Madras, India, from 14
-23 June 2026.

This programme aims to facilitate knowledge exchange among policymakers, researchers, and practitioners by
highlighting India’s techno-social development across the IT industry, healthcare, agriculture, consumer markets, and
socio-cultural systems, while showcasing successful technology-driven rural development models, promoting
collaboration and long-term partnerships, and strengthening professional networks for sustainable rural transformation
across member countries,

The Indian Institute of Technology Madras (lIT Madras), established in 1959, is one of India’s foremost institutions for
higher education, research, and innovation. IIT Madras has consistently been ranked among the top engineering
institutions in India by the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF). With a strong focus on multidisciplinary
research, |IT Madras serves as a hub for cutting-edge scientific and technological advancements. The IIT Madras
Research Park fosters collaboration between academia and industry, facilitating innovation-driven entrepreneurship.
Many technologies developed at IIT Madras directly address rural development challenges, including water purification,
sustainable agriculture, low-cost healthcare technologies, renewable energy, and educational technologies.

This intensive ten-day training programme blends lectures, demonstrations, research presentations, and field visits to
provide a comprehensive learning experience focused on India’s techno-social development landscape across the IT
industry, healthcare, agriculture, consumer markets, and socio-cultural dynamics. It will include expert sessions delivered
by distinguished faculty members from IIT Madras and industry professionals, along with interactive workshops providing
hands-on exposure to innovative technologies relevant to these sectors.

The programme will feature case study discussions on successful technology-driven rural development models and field
exposure visits to innovation ecosystems and rural projects. A multidisciplinary approach will be adopted to integrate
technological, economic, and socio-cultural perspectives. Peer learning opportunities will further promote collaborative
discussions and knowledge sharing among international participants. This integrated approach will enable participants to
understand India’s developmental strategies and best practices. The programme is designed to enhance practical
knowledge and strengthen professional capacities for sustainable rural transformation.

{An adtonomous inter-govemmental organization estabiished in 1862)

2, State Guest Houses Complex, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi 110 021, INDIA

Phones: (91-11) 241 00475/26115936/26877783/26877784 Fax 26115937
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It is hoped that the above-mentioned programme will be found useful, and you may kindly consider nominating ofr\
suitable candidate for this training programme. ®

Nominees must satisfy the following:
Essential Qualifications:

- Bachelor's Degree with a minimum of five years of relevant field experience in planning and executing programs
related to the subject of the training are required; . N

. Proficiency in spoken and written English, as the medium of instructions is English only and translation facilities into
any other language are not available;

. Must be in good health both physically and mentally to undergo the course of training; N

. Must be below 50 (fifty) years of age, with no participation in any AARDO's offline training program over the
preceding two years; and

. Must be subject enthusiast related to the program and be willing to undertake an offline training course.

This fellowship has expenditure inclusions and exclusions as highlighted in the following table:

S. Inclusions Exclusions (to be covered by Candidate’s
No (Covered jointly by AARDO & IIT Madras) nominating Country/Institution)
1 | Programme Fee, Board & Lodging Pre-Programme expenses: Passport, Visa

Fee, Vaccination, Airport Taxes etc.

2| Retum Air Ticket by economy class (from Capital City)* | Travel and Health Insurance Premium
3 | Literature/Course Materials Telephone Calls, Laundry
4 | Study Visits during the programme Medical Expenses
5 | Local Travel (Airport transfers) Extra Baggage Allowances (Above that provid-
ed by the Airline)
6 | Daily Token Allowance (Subsistence) Post Programme expenses: any other expense
after the event |

* Air ticket will be provided for only regular membership contribution-paying countries

The esteemed Government may wish to provide some allowances to their candidate, especially to meet the expenses
which are excluded under this fellowship. It would be obligatory for the selected candidate to carry valid travel health
insurance cover.

Itis requested that the nominee may kindly be advised to apply online through https://aardo.org/aardot.php The scanned
copy of the application (submitted online) duly recommended by the competent authority, to be kindly forwarded
to AARDO Secretariat through email: iec@aardo.org, latest by 16 May 2026. Nomination received after the closing date or
received incomplete in any respect or without a copy of a valid passport is likely not to be considered. Application without
endorsement/recommendation of AARDO’s Nodal Ministry in nominee’s country will not be processed. A brochure
containing information on the programme is attached, herewith.

The selection of candidate will be made in consultation with the host Government/training institute, keeping in view the
availability of training slots and response from the member countries. Preference would be given to the candidates
from countries that regularly pay their membership contributions.

Following the acceptance of the nominee(s), round-rip air tickets will be issued for the travel of the Candidate(s) to
Chennai, India and back.

Kindly accept, Hon Minister/Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely,

=

Dr. Manoj Nardeosingh
Secretary General
Encl: As above
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Copy forwarded to: -

The Secretary

Rural Development and Cooperative Division

Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Dhaka, BANGLADESH

H.E. the High Commissioner of the People's Republic of Bangladesh to India
New Delhi
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