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Ref: DG/26/194 (100 FAO Worpen Heroes-AFSRD) Dhaka, 9 April 2026

Dear Mr Rashid,

FAO Director-General's Letter Inviting Nominations for the «100 FAO Women Heroes in
Agrifood Systems and Rural Development” Initiative

| am pleased 10 forward the ietter from the Director General, FAO HQ, Rome, ltaly regarding the “100
FAO Women Heroes in Agrifood Systems and Rural Development”, which aims to-recognize and celebrate
women making significant contributions t transforming agrifood systems and strengthening rural development
worldwide.

In this connection. FAO kindly invites the nomination of up to eight (8) outstanding wonen from
Bangladesh for the “100 FAO Women Heroes in Agrifood Systems and Rural Development” initiative. The
nominees may represent diverse areas across the agrifood systems continuum _including sustainable production,
environmental stewardship, nutrition, rural development, innovation, and market engagement.

When choosing nominees, please consider rural farmers, scientists, extension agents, technology
leaders, entreprencurs, local government officials, NGOs, and farmer’s organizations, among others.

Therefore, it would be highly appreciated if you could send the nomination to Mr Imanun Nabi Khan,
Assistant FAO Representative (Programme), FAO Bangladesh (e-mail: ImanunNabi.Khan@fao.org; Mob:
+8801712918342) at your earjiest convenience.

The Office of the Representative of FAO avails itself of this opportunity to 1enew to-the Ministry of
Agriculture and the Ministry of Fisheries snd Livestock the assurance of its highest consideration.

%

Yours sincerely,

T

_ q &

% el W
.Q/eg- 20 2% H’W

22 Jinoqun Shi
FAQ Representative in Bangladesh

Enclosed: As stated

HE Mr Mohammed Amin Ur Rashid P Al
Honourable Minister ' g TP T
Ministry of Agriculture bl 411

Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock WA - 2O

Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka-| 000

T
T D 82 L
b1l 2t

Ce (not as per seniority order):

| Secretary, Ministry of Agﬁcu l{ure, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka 1000
Attention: Additional Secretary (PPC). Ministry of Agriculture, Barngladesh Secretarict, Dheika 100

2. Seeretary, Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka | 000

3. PS 1o Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka 1000

4. PS to Secretaty, Ministry of Fisheries and Lli'vesgﬁékk.-«_g‘faﬁg}.adcsli Secretartat, Dhaka 1000

_-Rﬁ;gxesentnbn in eSh. House # 74, Road #
fal ¥ +8802 226600360, 226680361, 726600362; Fax # +3802 276600356; e-mafl:

i 1t 3; Bananl, Dhak, an_gla_dgsh

A0 @ lal}:]gtg" Website: “httpslfwww fan org/bangladest”



¢¥ Food and Agriculture Organization ae%”

" of the United Nations

The Director-General

DG/26/194 08.1v.2026
Sir,

| have the honour to draw your attention to the 100 FAO Women Heroes in Agrifood
Systems and Rural Development. Nominations are now open to recognize women who are
transforming agrifooc}’ systems around the world, in big and small ways, and | encourage you
to nominate inspiring women from your country —women whose sustained, practical efforts
are improving lives, strengthening communities, and advancing agrifood systems
transformation.

Nominees may be from across the full agrifood systems continuum — from
sustainable production and environmental stewardship to nutrition and rural development;
from local small-scale farming to global markets; and from traditional knowledge to
innovative solutions. We are looking for nominations of women whose work at community,
national, or global level, is helping to build more efficient, inclusive, sustainable and resilient
agrifood systems for the future.

From Bangladesh, | invite you to nominate up to 8 women heroes. information on
how to submit nominations through our web portal has been shared with your Permanent
Representation to FAQ. When choosing nominees, please consider rural farmers, scientists,
extension agents, technology leaders, entrepreneurs, local government officials, NGOs, and
farmer’s organizations, among others.

Selected nominees will be honoured in a ceremony during the World Food Forum in
October 2026. | hope you will be able to join us for this exciting event - a separate invitation
will follow.

’
Accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration.

yra

Qu Dongyu
The Honourable cc: His Exceliency
Mohammad Amin Ur Rashid A.T.M. Rokebul Hague
Minister for Agriculture Ambassador
Ministry of Agriculture Permanent Representative of the
Dhaka People's Republic of Bangladesh to FAO
Bangladesh Embassy of the People's Republic
of Bangladesh
Rome
Italy
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla gmail:.  Director-General@fao.org
00153 Rome internet;  www.fac.0rg
Haly Telephone: (+39) 06 570 53433
Fax: (#39) 06 570 53152




T —_—

Woman Hero Nominee - Information Collection Template
’

Please complete the following information for nomination under the FAO Women Hero
initiative, '

Country: Bangladesh

Name of Woman Hero Nominee:

Nationality of Woman Hero Nominee: Bangladesh

Phone/Cell/Contact of Woman Hero Nominee:

Address of Woman Hero Nominee:

Point of contact for Nominating Country: Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture
Telephone number of point of contact: +88 02 55100100

Email of point of contact: secretary@moa.gov.bd

Please describe, in 1,000 words or less, why the nominee should be recognized as one of
FAO's 100 Women Heroes in Agrifood Systems and Rural Development:

i

Add a high-resolution photo of her and her enterprise and

Add any other supporting documents, certificate, media, press report, case study of the
selected woman
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Massage (By Fax/Email)

To + MOA/MOFA

From : B’doot, Rome

No : BER. 318.25.54

Date  : 09 April 2026 ' |

Subject : Nomination of Leading Women Contributing to Agrifood Systems
Transformation ;

Secretary (Mini :"

The Mission has reaesv@é a communicati d
Hor’ble Minister for Agriculture, from the Director-Gen A
argamzatlon of the United N”ations (FAQ), rege ~-=wg ﬁie mmaxxvva tﬁ«iad
Heroes in Agrifood Systems and Rural Deve
following the declargtion of 2026 as the Ir
2026) by the United Nations.

02.  As outlined in the letter, FAO has requested Bangladest
wormen hemcs whase pracncal &mi nmpactﬁﬂ efforts in mpmymg lives, |
mfomﬁ%mdesmmﬁg

seaumy, siral development, innovation, and comm
local smallsscale farmmg to global markets, &
innovative solutions. '

03. Nominations are to be submitted through FAO’s online portal (to be- opened shortly)
and FAO will review the submissions, and selected nominees will be honotred dnrmg the
World Food Forum in October 2026. The deadline for submission of nominations is 15
2026. The letter and the relevant note on nominations are enclosed herewith.




' INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE
K- WOMAN FARMER
2026

100 FAO Women Heroes in Agrifood Systems
and Rural Development

In celebration of the International Year of the Woman Farmer, nominations are now open for the
first 100 FAO Women Heroes —an annual recognition of women whose worlk is driving real and
positive change across agrifood systems!

Purpose

This recognition honours women who are transforming agrifood systems around the world, in
big and small ways. It recognizes women whose sustained, practical efforts are improving lives,
strengthening communities, and advancing agrifood systems transformation.

It shines a light on both visible leadership and the often unseen work that supports
transformation and progress on the ground - ensuring that no woman or girl is left behind — while
raising awareness of the vitgl role women play across the agrifood landscape.

Who we are recognizing

We invite nominations of women contributing to a better life for all, including:
¢ Farmers, producers, innovators and entrepreneurs
e Community leaders and changemakers

Environmental and sustainability champions

Scientists, extension agents, civil society leaders and public officials.

Nominees may be active across the full agrifood systems continuum — from sustainable
production and environmental stewardship to nutrition security and rural development; from
local small-scale farming to global markets; and from traditional knowledge to innovative
solutions.

We are looking for nominations of women whose work—at community, national and global level-is
helping to build more efficient, inclusive, sustainable and resilient agrifood systems for the future,

How to nominate

FAO Members are invited to submit nominations no later than Monday, 15 June 2026, either via
their Ministry of Agriculture or their Permanent Representation to FAO. The submission should
be done through the online portal, which will ocpen scon.

Further details will be shared in a forthcoming letter from the FAQ Director-General to Ministers.

Recognition

The selected honourees will be acknowledged at the World Food Forum in October 2026, where
they will receive much-deserved recognition for their leadership, dedication and transformative
contributions to agrifood systems and rural development.

#YearOfTheWomanFarmer
#IYWF2026
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Food and Agriculture Organiza
of the United Nations
_The Diﬁe&tar-@éngral
DG/26/194 08.1V.2026
Sir,

| have the honour to draw your attention to the 100 FAO Women Heroes in Agrifood
Systems and Rural Development. Nominations are now open to recognize women who are
transforming agrifood systems around the world, in big and small ways, and | encourage you
to nominate inspiring women from your country — women whose sustained, practical efforts
are improving lives, strengthening communities, and advancing agrifood systems
transformation.

Nominees may be from across the full agrifood systems continuum = from
sustainable production and environmental stewardship to nutrition and rural development;
from local small-scale farming to global markets; and from traditional knowledge to
innovative solutions. We are looking for nominations of women whose work at community,
national, or global level, is helping to build more efficient, inclusive, sustainable and resilient
agrifood systems for the future.

From Bangladesh, | invite you to nominate up to 8 women heroes. Information on
how to submit nominations through our web portal has been shared with your Permanent
Representation to FAQ. When choosing nominees, please consider rural farmers, scientists,
extension agents, technology leaders, entrepreneurs, Jocal government officials, NGOs, and
farmer's organizations, among others.

Selected nominees will be honoured in a ceremony during the World Food Forum in
October 2026. | hope you will be able to join us for this exciting event — a separate invitation
will follow.

Accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration.

524

Qu Dongyu

The Honourable cc:  His Excellency
Mohammad Amin Ur Rashid A.T.M, Rokebul Haque
Minister for Agriculture Ambassador
Ministry of Agriculture permanent Representative of the
Dhaka People's Republic of Bangladesh to FAO
Bangladesh Embassy of the People's Republic
of Bangladesh
' ~ Rome
Italy
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla Email; Director-General@fao.org
00153 Rome internet:  www.fac.0rg
ftaly Telephone: (+39) 06 570 53433

Fax'  [(+39)06 57053152
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