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BRRI Contributes Most to the

Country: Agriculture Adviser

The Honourable
Agriculture Adviser of the
Government  of  the
People’s  Republic  of
4 Bangladesh, Lieutenant
General Md. Jahangir
Alam Chowdhury (Retd.),
emphasized the
importance of protecting
agricultural land, stating
that farmland must not be
] destroyed  under any
, [ ‘ - # | i < circumstances. If
IR A NN g g o @ wamares g Rwm AT ot afevpfs s iy gy necessary, he  suggested
EQiEning (@) O TS ©oAw8r TGS CGTICeT (A, SIS SN G4 (9.) " constructing multi-storey
g < buildings to ensure proper
TSt Sifere Tef[faws T fofF «ig F2AT 0 | land use. He further stated that the Bangladesh Rice

oy o fof &a ﬁ@ﬁ}, W, FAOMEr @R Research Institute (BRRI) has made the greatest contribution
Hfieva ey Ie17 e € A PTG to the country. See page 5

qre s+ e <=1 ©qari+ @ BRRI Celebrates Victory Day

T W1 8 =T F0xfoa
4y T IETA QI STREel
3BHTs (F)-9 sv forma
038 TN fewm  faee
TrRifre 2R |

TR (< AT ()
TEEE § oME weER
P ST A GO
O SCeF T =T | G
aF  RFFE DT Aol
Tt =T ae {9
wRPEE T (EEW

PN G oo

The Victory Day was
celebrated on 16 December
2024 at the Bangladesh Rice
Research Institute (BRRI)
with due dignity and various
programmes.

On this occasion, the
national flag was hoisted at
dawn in front of the
administrative  building at
BRRI headquarters in
Gazipur. A brief discussion
meeting was held afterward,
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BRRI Director Dr. Md. Abdul

Latif gets BAS Gold Medal

Director (Administration
and Common Service) of
Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute  (BRRI)  has
received Bangladesh
Academy of Sciences
(BAS) Gold Medal (BAS-
National Professor Dr. M.
Innas Ali Memorial Gold
Medal Award 2021) On 9
November 2024 for his
outstanding achievement
and valuable contribution
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to the field of biological
sciences. A Gold Medal
Award Ceremony was
organized at the National Science and Technology Complex
in Agargaon, Dhaka. President of BAS Emeritus Prof Dr. A
K Azad Chowdhury presided over the function while Eugene
Higgins Professor of Physics, Princeton University, USA Dr.
M. Zahid Hasan was present as the chief guest. BAS
Secretary Prof. Dr. Haseena Khan was also present on the
occasion.

Renowned Agricultural Scientist of the country Dr. Md
Abdul Latif was born in 1965 in Chowkibari Village of
Dhanut Upazila of the Bogura district.
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BRRI Celebrates Nabanna
Utsab 1431
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The Bangladesh Rice
Research Institute (BRRI)
celebrated the Nabanna
| Utsab 1431 with various
programmes on 02
= Agrahayan 1431.
|  BRRI Director General
A Dr. Mohammad
Khalequzzaman
inaugurated the Utsab by
| releasing balloons in front
of the administrative
| building at BRRI
headquarters in Gazipur. A
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brief discussion meeting
also held on the occasion.

BRRI Director General attended the discussion meeting as
chief guest. BRRI Director (Administration and Common
Service), Dr. Md. Abdul Latif presided over the discussion
meeting while Head of the Grain Quality and Nutrition
Division and Member Secretary of the Nabanna Utsab
Organizing Committee Dr. Md. Anwarul Haque addressed
as special guest. Scientists, officers, staff, and worker

representatives of BRRI also See page 6

BRRI Inaugurates Breeder

Seed Distribution
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1 The Genetic Resource and
Seed (GRS) Division of the
Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute (BRRI) organized
a breeder seed distribution
programme for the Boro
2024-25 season on 28
October 2024.

BRRI Director General
Dr. Mohammad
Khalequzzaman,
inaugurated the breeder
seed distribution
programme as the chief
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guest. BRRI Director
(Administration and Common Service) Dr. Md. Abdul Latif,
was present as special guest. The Chief Scientific Officer and
Head of the GRS Division, Dr. Partha Sarathi Biswas
presided over the function.

Principal Scientific Officer of the GRS Division, Dr. Mir
Sharaf Uddin Ahmed, along with other scientists of the
division were present on the occasion. Senior Scientific
Officer of GRS Division Dr. Ibne Sayed Md. Harunur Rashid
moderated the programme.

The seed distribution programme See page 5
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(After page 1)
chief guest. The meeting was chaired by the Chief Scientific
Officer and Head of the Agronomy Division, Dr. Md.
Shahidul Islam.

Later, a special prayer was offered seeking eternal peace
for the souls of the martyrs of the Liberation War, followed
by the distribution of sweets. An outdoor sports competition
was inaugurated at the BRRI playground by the Director
General. Retired and serving freedom fighters of BRRI were
also honoured during the occasion.

Among others present were Director (Administration and
Common Service) Dr. Md. Abdul Latif, Coordinator of
Advance Studies and Research Dr. Munnujan Khanam,
Member Secretary of the Victory Day Celebration

8 I Tl G

Committee Dr. Md. Anwarul Haque, along with divisional
and sectional heads, representatives of various organizations,
scientists, officers, staff, workers, and teachers and students
of B R R I High School and BRRI Pragati Primary School.

On the occasion of Victory Day, a prayer and milad mahfil
was arranged at the BRRI Jame Mosque. Special prayers
were also held at temples, churches, and pagodas. A
documentary on the Liberation War was screened in front of
the main office, followed by a cultural programme.
Improved meals were also served at the BRRI Hifzkhana.

Meanwhile, as part of the Victory Day celebrations,
important buildings and roads of the BRRI headquarters
were illuminated for three days. The road islands within the
office area were also decorated with colourful flags.
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Research Progress and Work Plan Workshop of

Haor Rice Variety Development Project

A workshop on the research
progress and future work plan
of the project titled
“Development of
Short-Duration Cold-Tolerant
Rice Varieties for Haor
Areas” was held on 03
October 2024, at the Training
Building of the headquarters
of the Bangladesh Rice
Research Institute (BRRI).
The project is jointly being
implemented by BRRI and
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BRRI Contributes Most to the Country

(After page 1)
He made these remarks on October 8, 2024, while visiting the
headquarters of BRRI in Gazipur, during an exchange meeting
held at its auditorium.

At the meeting, he listened attentively and patiently to the
views of BRRI scientists, officers, staff, and workers, and
called on everyone to work together to ensure sustainable food
security.

The meeting was chaired by BRRI Director General Dr.
Mohammad Khalequzzaman, who
highlighted BRRI’s achievements, ongoing activities, and
future plans in his welcome speech.

Agriculture Secretary Dr. Mohammad Emdad Ullah Mian
addressed the programme as special guest. BRRI Director
(Administration and Common Service) Dr. Md. Abdul Latif
gave the vote of thanks on the occasion.

The meeting was attended by heads of various organisations
under the Ministry of Agriculture, senior scientists and officials
of BRRI, and representatives of different active organisations.

Earlier in the morning, the Agriculture Adviser was
welcomed at the BRRI headquarters by the Director General.
He later visited various facilities, including research fields, the
BRRI Rice Museum, the Gene Bank, FMPHT research
workshop, central laboratory, and exhibition stalls of various
divisions.
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the International Rice
Research Institute (IRRI)
with financial support from the Krishi Gobeshona

Foundation (KGF). The project has been in operation since
2020 and is scheduled to be completed in 2025.

BRRI Director General Dr. Mohammad Khalequzzaman
inaugurated the workshop as chief guest in the morning.
BRRI Director (Administration and Common Service) Dr.
Md. Abdul Latif presided over the workshop while IRRI
Country Representative Dr. Humnath Bhandari delivered the
welcome address. KGF Executive Director Dr. Nathu Ram
Sarker attended the workshop as See page 6

Founding Anniversary

(After page 8)
congratulations to all on the occasion of the founding
anniversary of BRRI. A special prayer (munajat) was offered
following the discussion session. Later, Dr. Md. Abdul Latif
cut the anniversary cake in front of the Administration
Building.

Divisional and section heads, representatives of different
organizations active in BRRI, as well as scientists, officers,
employees and workers from all levels of the institute were
present at the programme.

It is worth mentioning that the Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute was established on 1 October 1970. Since its
establishment, the institute has developed a total of 115
high-yielding rice varieties, including eight hybrid varieties.

Breeder Seed Distribution

(After page 3)
was continued until 10 November 2024. A total of 136
tons of breeder seed distributed among 649 seed dealers,
including the Bangladesh Agricultural Development
Corporation, which received 26 tons. These seeds used to
produce foundation seed for the Boro season.
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Nabanna Utsab 1431

(After page 4)

spoke on the occasion.

After the brief discussion meeting, a colourful rally was
brought out, which paraded through different roads of the
BRRI headquarters. After the rally, the guests participated in
a ceremonial rice harvesting event in the field.

Later, as part of the Nabanna celebrations, traditional rice
cakes (pitha) and sweet rice pudding (payesh) were
distributed among all scientists, officers, staff, and workers
of BRRI.
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Dr. Md. Abdul Latif gets BAS Gold Medal

(After page 2)
He obtained his BSc (Ag) Hons degree in 1987 from the
Bangladesh Agricultural University, He completed his PhD
degree on Molecular Biology in 2001 from the University of
Putra Malaysia, at present, he is one of the senior scientists in
National Agricultural Research System (NARS) in
Bangladesh. He served as a post-doctoral researcher at the
University of Putra Malaysia from 2010 to January 2012 and
as a senior research fellow from May 2012 to 2014 in the
same Uinversity. He has 174 research papers published in
different prestigious journals home and abroad. He has
visited some countries including Japan, Thailand, China,
Indonesia, Combodia and Philippine in relation to his
research works.
In personal life, he is blessed with two children.

Haor Rice Variety Development

(After page 5)
the Special Guest, while Director (Crops and Natural
Resources) of KGF Dr. Md. Akkas Ali was present as the
Guest of Honour.

Rice Breeder of IRRI and Project Leader Dr. Mohammad
Rafiqul Islam presented the progress achieved over the past
four years of the project at the workshop. Chief Scientific
Officer of BRRI and Project Leader (BRRI part) Dr. Partha
Sarathi Biswas presented the activities and research
outcomes of the fourth year (2023-2024) and the work plan
for the following year (2024-2025).

It was reported in the workshop that a total of 115 crosses
have been confirmed over the past four years under this
project. Through Rapid Generation Advancement (RGA),
73,360 breeding lines (F>—Fs) have been developed, and
11,972 fixed lines have been evaluated through trials.

In his speech, the Chief Guest and Director General of
BRRI, Dr. Mohammad Khalequzzaman, said that a
promising advanced line developed by BRRI has shown
good performance in several trials in the Haor region. In the
future, it is expected to be released as a short-duration
cold-tolerant rice variety for Haor areas, which will
contribute to ensuring the country’s food and nutritional
security.

He thanked KGF for financing such an important project.
He also expressed his appreciation to the scientists,
researchers, and extension personnel involved in the project
and emphasized incorporating the recommendations from
the workshop into the project’s future planning in order to
achieve significant outcomes.
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BRRI Celebrates
54" Founding
Anniversary
The 54th  founding
anniversary  of  the
Bangladesh Rice
Research Institute

(BRRI) was celebrated
on 1 October 2024, with
various programmes.

A colourful rally was
brought out  which
paraded through
different roads of the
BRRI headquarters and
concluded in front of the
Administration Building
in the morning. A brief
discussion meeting was
held afterwards.

At the discussion
meeting, Director
(Administration and
Common Service) of
BRRI, Dr. Md. Abdul
Latif, extended his
greetings and

See page 5

Seminar held in BRRI during

October to December 2024

Speaker Topic Date
Md. Salman Exploring the complex nexus among the| 31 Oct
SO, Agricultural Economics multidimensional poverty, women
DA, 13 empowerment and food security of rice

farming households in rural Bangladesh.

Dr. Md. Shahidul Islam Ratooning in rice-Challenges and opportunities| 14 Nov
CSO & Head, Agronomy
Division, BRRI
Mst. Shetara Yesmin Synergistic Use of SAR & Optical Data for | 21 Nov
SSO, IWM Division Identification of T. Aman Rice Variety in
BRRI Coastal Region of BD
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