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Dangers of adulterated pesticides
and chemical cocktails

DR M ABDUL
MOMIN

brother, it's everywhese you
see.” Wrote the poet

Sakhanta Bhartacharya. Where could o
puwe thing be? In this whole country.
cast the thought of ‘putiey’ from youe
mind Only the nasse ‘adulieestion’
eeal the rest is all Hiction These poetic
lines, once & metaphot for socsery’s
degradation, have now comse tree in lix
eral terms. As an agrculturl analyss,
there bs one thing that wordes me. It Is
that the chermicals, which used to act as
a “medicioe® iw«mhmnw
rurmsed o “poison” for consumers.
People meod 1o know about how exten:
sive the damage coused by such prod-
wits can become Most of the time, the

peoeval perception revolves arcend
formalkdehyde in markets. But most
peophe don't know that oply 25% of
tonde chemécal contamination oocurs

" a dultesation, adulieeation, ol

during

ing, In contrast, 75% occur during the
pesticide we stage. Hence. there is a
“crisls of parity” in the field of agricud-
tare, the extent of which cannot be
comprehended vasily

There exists a doadly practice among
farmees, which goes under the name
“rotha.” It ievolves sprayieg random
chemicals imo the coop atonce. At
gmes, when farmen age unable to
determuine what sort of posts and dis-
oates they ate dealing with, they follow
thin practice at the suggestion of unedu.
cated retadlers. Usually, these chestical
cocknails evolve insecticides and fungs:
Cides, miticides, plant hormones (vita:
mins), and microsutrents/auxdlay
feeds, One should know that combining
chemicals bn this wax, withowt any

can cause unfoteseen
interactions and may eesult in the cre-

ation of a new substance that will harm
both the crop and the person consum-
Ing it. Thesefore, the tocka, which lacks
any scientific foundation, poses a signif-
Icant challenge for agriculiuge, The
main reason for this practice is the
belof that all podsible cormbinations of
substances sbould be sprayed, as if
woeking imisde a lah

Totka practice contingses to perdst
owing to the vicdous circle of "pok sell-
ing." UnScennod sellon of adulterated
peoducts (ry to make a bigger sale by
midieg one high-quality peatscide with a
low-com adultersted one. Farmees soon
peakze that cady one of the chesicals
woeks. Such a phenomenca helps sell:
s earn enormous profits out of the sis:
uation, The case of "Amjad,” who suf-
fered feom this e, shows this pole

1

Henco, conaurnen receive that
comtain active chernicals, ol this
practice on people’s health can be clas-
sified into two categories: Short-Torm
Effects: Fye lrritasion (Buming), Skin
Blisters, Breathing Difficultien, Nausea,
Vomiting, Physical Weaknew, etc. Long-
Term Chronic Effects: Renal Diveases,
Colorectal Cancer, ledertility, Birch
Defects, News Disorders, etc.
The special types of cancers of the
prostate, liver, lung, and stomach have
direct comnections with vach chemicals,

Funthermsoce, excessive and adulierats
od use of chemicals does damage 10 soil
& well These chermicals tend 10 erad
cate Mological processes within the soll,
That Is o sax. these substances hinder
the activines of sol
that corstribute mmeraely Lo the peo-

Spevial Povwers Act 1974, Sor punishing
food adulterators with deach oc life

impcisonment, s law has never been
erdorced after the Bberation of the
courntry: In fact, most of such people et
avay with Bght fines 2a0d a Sew months
in jail 30 & sentence. Among such laws,
whose potential i yet 10 be hamessed,
are the Pute Food Act of 2006 (o¢ s
1958 version), the Consumers Rights Act
of 2009, the Penal Code of 1860, the
Poicon Act of 1918, etc. Until the gov-
vrnmnt decides 10 wtilice thewe
"uressed” biw, the 4,000-5 000 crore
BDT market of pesticides would abways
retmain susceplible 1o adulieration,

To build a “polson: free” funue, s Is
Imperative so swiach back to the wis-
dom of organic agriculture by using
cotnpoal, poultry manure, snd groen

Statistics show that, currently, 27% of farmers suffer
from some kind of pesticide-based ailments. This

issue is indeed a matter of concern that needs to be dealt
with urgently. Lack of awareness among farmers costs
long years for consumers. Farmers keep spraying high-
toxicity chemicals within a few hours of harvesting their
products. Hence, consumers receive products that con-
tain active chemicals

cheagly. He was an expecienced farmes of
tea plastations (teased gound aves), As
his boaven started to curd, he bought fer-
tdirer and pesticides at the suggestion
of & sellcr. Both of them < rvot woek for
hiss. To stop such vicious cycles, it
should become mandatory 10 ask agri-
cukure experts (o first check poass
bedore any salos begin

Statistics show that, currently, 27% of
farenees wudfer from scune kind of pesti-
e based slonents. Thiss lssue is
Indeed & matter of concern that needs
to be dealt with urgently. Lack of aware:
mess among famers costs long yeass for
conssamers. Farmers keep spraving
high-seadeity chetscals within a few
hours of harvesting thee products.

ductivity of land. The death of such bio-
logical orpanisma, in tarn, forces farm-
oty 10 continne speaying harmaful chernd-
cals. Henco, farmens consinue to kill
carthwoems, beneficial inseces, frogs,
mondtor krasds, and aquacic Be. The
noee used, the fewer “woek.
o’ me.-

Such a probilom continees 1 plage
our lives for & Jong linse owisg 1o the
“paper tipee” approach of our justice
system There is no denrying the exis-
venice of stringent lews concerning pes-
ticide adudveration in Bangladesh. But in
practice. our legal framework is a paper
tger. There exists an krony Imour judi-
chal becannie even though
there exist special powers, undet the

)]

manure, On the policy wide, the govern-
ment should concentrate on controlling
the Emports of 25- 30,000 metric toen of
mdunm-houlddmﬂepn
mdmp«l&bﬂhyinlnum
themsedves from
loaking products. Often, humﬂw-
nows of fruits bs a result of soch taxic
agernta as calcium cachide, ethephon,
and ripen. The conmuner should stast
q e Bealth risks associared
with the use of such produces mnd ke
on the adoption of safe sgricultural
practices.
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