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Agriculture secretary visits BRRI
Nation gratefully remembers BRRI's
role in food security
f&f TEIECER ST AAfba ©. (e @M SR SR 3¢ G648 Honourable Secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture Dr.
2038 AAE7[TF T LI 2qwel 20655 () «a v wed Ak Mohammad Emdad Ullah Mian visited the headquarters of
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Secretary said that the nation
gratefully remembers the
role of BRRI in the country's
food security. Stressing on
the importance of
agricultural mechanization
to further advance
agriculture, he said, we have
the opportunity to go much

| further. The awakening of
Sfsfie Ao (QISEA _ the agricultural economy
SReE) AR e, must be further expanded.

Sfefie e (T TG 8 V_I%ﬁWWQ{WWU 3 & Y0 TS W%Wg IR ST TR The meeting held at the
Tole) T TEAIRE OIS, BRRI auditorium under the
GwfSRT, e fﬁ RISEE] ?ﬂ@ﬁﬁf @3 3 G, ©. e chairmanship of BRRI Director General Dr Mohammad
R A, ?ﬁ TP SN TAREES JF I PTG Khalequzzaman was attended as special guests by See page 6

@ﬁ o RO ©, (NZ™m ?“F@'WW Dr Khalequzzaman new Director General of BRRI

meR e Tﬁ’ R ©. (=AW AT 9 W6 2038 ©fitd Dr Mohammad Khalequzzaman, a distinguished Agricultural
JRFACA 4 e ZARooes (§) o3 w=eifeEe (F0F Wikig) *tw  Scientist of the country, joined Bangladesh Rice Research Institute
Mg o= FCARA | G AW @AW S fef (BRRI) on 21 August 2024 as its Director General
gafoibesa ARkvEe (R Rew Wik SFE (Routine Charge). Prior to the new position Dr
T | o 3558 AT @ ZFTHEE (qes FiFe! Khalequzzaman has been the Director (Research) of
TRTTI @IWI 6 7T© wo = 40 {fSq Atq 7o 1o the institute. He began his career as a Scientific
ARG AR FCT SR | T, AEFENT S50 AT Officer of the Institute in 1994 and devotedly
AT (IR (@EICET SATERT RIGARA AT Srefareet performing his duties at different positions over the
T | O sobr A et (e [{err) a last 30 years. Dr Khalequzzaman was born in 1967 at
Sob8 AT YEpIRT (e fer) i Fe | ff Harishangan village of Belabo Upazila in Narsingdi
JREC PR R QTF Soby AT [Tt afer District. He passed SSC (Science) in 1982 and HSC
SERT el oe FEE qR Svdy AT G el e (Science) in 1984 from the Dhaka Board. He
FCE | 2000 AN o SRS ACw56 Rz — obtained his BSc Ag (Hons) degree in 1988 and MS
T PraRe o 7re Fe | fsfF a9 IrammeR ©. CHRT TR in 1996 from the Bangladesh Agricultural University,
o Tﬁ’ NI PIEBT  (IFITEPT) 7 SISO el Mymensingh. He oftained his PhD degree on Plant Biotechnology
ﬁlﬂﬂ{(g MY SN (Y [REET | (FH-ROA TSN ST in 2003 from the University of Southampton, UK. At present, he is
©F 9¢fb MIANLTF 27T IS TRE | @ e 4970 one of the senior See page 6
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Canadian Team Visits BRRI

A delegation of Global Institute for Food Security (GIFS) at the
University of Saskatchewan from Canada headed by Dr. Andrew

e 2AFes () v Sharpe,  Bangabandhu
WE W AT T | Research Chair in Food
e @y e Security, GIFS,
R T gy *wf University of
efsffamea 9] M1 Saskatchewan, Canada
@ W= w=efeEs . visited Bangladesh Rice
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| 01 April 2024 in Gazipur.
4 BRRI Director General
! Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir
offered a cordial
welcome to the
delegation team at the
Institute and  briefed
about its main features.
He also discussed ways
and means to
collaboration  between
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opinion exchange
meeting held on the
occasion.

BRRI Director General Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir presided over
the opinion exchange meeting organized on the occasion while
BRRI Director (Research) Dr Mohammad Khalequzzaman,
Director (Administration and Common Service) Dr Md Abdul
Latif, Coordinator for Advanced Studies and Research (CASR) Dr
Munnujan Khanam, Senior Research Officer, National Research
Council, Canada Dr Pankaj Bhowmik, Bangabandhu Research
Chair, BSMRAU Dr Ashutosh Sarker, GIFS Representative for

Bangladesh, GIFS Regional Office, See page 6

Argentine Ambassador Visits BRRI
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Argentine Ambassador in Bangladesh Mr Marcelo Carlos CESA
visited Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) Headquarters
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on 15 May 2024 in Gazipur.
BRRI Director General Dr
Md Shahjahan Kabir offered
a cordial welcome to the
1 delegation team at the
Institute and briefed about its
main features. He also
discussed ways and means to
collaboration between BRRI
and Argentina in an opinion
exchange meeting held on
the occasion. Head of the
Plant Breeding Division Dr
Khandakar Md
Iftekharuddaula delivered a
presentation focusing on the
major achievement and
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meeting.

Mr Marcelo Carlos CESA expressed his See page 6
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Additional Secretary visits BRRI

Additional Secretary (Extension Wing) of the Ministry of
Agriculture Dr Malay Chowdhury visited the headquarters of
Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute (BRRI) in Gazipur on
25 May 2024. On this
occasion, Director General of
BRRI Dr Md Shajahan Kabir
presided over the opinion
exchange meeting.

Earlier in the morning,
when Dr Malay Chowdhury
arrived at BRRI headquarters,
Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir
greeted him with flowers.
Later on, in the exchange of
views held, the BRRI Director

&7 w2 w GTT: IREIRI 9T A TGN Afefae Adq G, yeryr General presented a speech

highlighting the achievements

and successes of the institute in

the field of innovation and development of various useful

technologies including rice varieties, ongoing research activities
and future plans.

After that, Additional Secretary Dr Malay Chowdhury visited

BRRI's Central Laboratory, Rice Museum, BRRI Gene Bank, and

Farm Machinery Shed.

NDC Delegation visits BRRI

A 95-member delegation of the National Defense Course (NDC)
visited Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) in Gazipur on
13 June 2024. On this occasion, the programme organized at the

See page 7
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BRRI auditorium was
presided over by the
Honourable Director General
of BRRI, Dr Md Shahjahan
Kabir. At the programme, the
Honourable Director General
welcomed the delegation and
informed them about the
achievements and successes of
the institute in the field of
4 innovation and development
of various useful technologies
including high-yielding
varieties and its contribution to
the national economy.
programme  was

attended by the divisional
heads, senior scientists and officials of BRRI. As part of the regular
educational programme, ideas and knowledge on research and
development and mutual goodwill were exchanged between the
two sides during this visit.

Later on, the NDC delegation visited BRRI's Central Research
Laboratory, Rice Gene Bank and Rice Museum. At this time, the
members of the inspection team were informed about the various
successes and achievements of BRRI and they highly appreciated
the activities of BRRI.

Senior military and civilian officials from various countries

including Bangladesh, India, Kenya, See page 7
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Annual Performance Agreement (APA)
signing held at BRRI
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On 23 June 2024, the Annual Performance Agreement (APA)
signing ceremony of Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI)
for the fiscal year 2024-25 was held. The agreements were signed
separately ~ between  the
Honourable Director General
of BRRI and the heads of all
divisions, sections, regional
stations, projects and
programmes at a ceremony
organized on this occasion at
the training building of BRRI
headquarters in Gazipur. At
that time, BRRI Director
(Research) Dr Mohammad
Khalequzzaman, Director
(Administration and Common
Services) Dr Md Abdul Latif,
APA Focal Point and Head of
Agricultural Statistics Divison
Dr Md Ismail Hossain,
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Mahfuz Bin Wahab and
members of the APA team
were present.

At the ceremony, Honourable Director See page 7

Workshop held at BRRI

Three workshops were held at the Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute on 27 June 2024. In the morning, the Programme on
Agriculture and  Rural Transformation for  Nutrition
Entrepreneurship and Res111ence in Bangladesh (PARTNER)
Programme (BRRI Part)
workshop was addressed
as the chief guest by
BRRI Honourable
Director General Dr Md
Shahjahan Kabir. The
workshop was chaired
and the keynote address
was presented by
Agency Programme
Director Dr Md Abdul
Quader. BRRI Director
(Research) Dr
Mohammad
Khalequzzaman,
Director (Administration
and Common Services)
Dr Md Abdul Latif and
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Coordinator for
Advanced Studies and
Research Dr Munnujan
Khanam were the special guests. The welcome address was
delivered by DPD of PARTNER Programme BRRI Part, Tapas
Kumar Hor.

In the afternoon, the inaugural and annual progress workshop of

the project titled ‘Innovation of See page 7
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Two Workshops held at BRRI

Two project workshops were held at the Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute on 08 July 2024 on ‘Increasing Productivity through
Development of Mustard-Boro-Aman Cropping System’ and
‘Adoption and Improvement of Mechanical Turnover Cropping
System of Rice’. The workshop held at the Training Building of
BRRI Headquarters in Gazipur was addressed as the chief guest by
BRRI’s Honourable Director General Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir. The
workshop was chaired by
BRRI’s Director
(Research) Dr Mohammad
Khalequzzaman and was
attended by the
Bangladesh Representative
of the Food and
Agriculture  Organization
of the United Nations
(FAO) Xiaokun Shi as the
guest of honour. BRRI’s
Director (Administration
and Common Services) Dr
Md Abdul Latif delivered
the welcome  speech.
Information related to the
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projects funded by the
Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) was presented by FAO Bangladesh National
Senior Lead Agronomist Dr Md Abdul Quader. At the inaugural
workshop of the ‘Increasing Productivity through Development of
Mustard-Boro-Aman Cropping System’ project, the National Focal
Point of the project and Chief Scientific Officer and Head of
BRRI’s RFS Division, Dr Md Ibrahim presented the work plan of
BRRI. The progress review of the ‘Adoption and Improvement of
Mechanical Rice Turnover Cropping System’ project was presented
by BRRI’s Chief Scientific Officer and Head, Agronomy Division,
Dr Md Shahidul Islam. Earlier, FAO Bangladesh Representative
Xiaokun Shi handed over a combined harvester to BRRI’s Director
General, Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir. See page 7

Agreement signed between BRRI

and Grameen Phone

A contract was signed between Bangladesh Rice Research Institute
(BRRI) and Grameen Phone Limited on 11 July 2024 in the
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meeting room of the Director
General of BRRI. Director General
of BRRI Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir
attended the agreement signing
ceremony in the presence of
Director  (Administration  and
Common Services) Dr Md Abdul
Latif on behalf of BRRI and
Director of the organization Nurul
Ferdous Musana on behalf of
Grameen Phone. At that time,
Director (Research) of BRRI Dr
Mohammad Khalequzzaman, Director of Grameen Phone M Shaon
Azad and senior officials of both the organizations were present.
Currently, various types of incentives, training honorariums,
social security allowances and other financial

See page 7
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Argentine Ambassador Visits BRRI

After page 2
satisfaction after getting some latest information about BRRI and
its role in ensuring food security of the country.

BRRI Director General Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir presided over
the opinion exchange meeting organized on the occasion while
BRRI Director (Administration and Common Service) Dr Md
Abdul Latif, Coordinator for Advanced Studies and Research
(CASR) Dr Munnujan Khanam and heads of the research divisions
of the Institute along with the senior scientists and officials attended
the meeting.

Later on, Argentine Ambassador also visited BRRI Central Lab,
Genebank and Rice museum.

Agriculture Secretary visits BRRI

After page 1

Afsari Khanam, Additional Secretary (Research Wing) of the
Ministry of Agriculture, Dr Nurunnahar Chowdhury, NDC,
Executive Chairman of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council,
Dr Nazmun Nahar Karim, Director General of the Department of
Agricultural Extension Md Tajul Islam Patwary, Director General
of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute Dr Md Abdullah
Yusuf Akhand, Director General of National Agricultural Training
Academy Md Abdur Rahim, Director of Seed Certification Agency
Krishibid Md Joynal Abedin.

BRRI Director General Dr Mohammad Khalequzzaman
presented the introduction, progress, success and future plans of
BRRI in the meeting. BRRI Director (Administration and Common
Services) Dr Md. Abdul Latif expressed his vote of thanks. Earlier,
Agriculture Secretary Dr Mohammad Emdad Ullah Mian visited
the BRRI Gene Bank, FMPHT Research Workshop and HTPF
(Hypertrophic Plant Growth Facility).

Earlier, Agriculture Secretary Dr Mohammad Emdad Ullah
Mian was greeted with flowers by BRRI Director General Dr
Mohammad Khalequzzaman when he arrived at the BRRI
headquarters.

BRRI Coordinator for Advanced Studies and Research Dr
Munnujan Khanam, along with all the heads of BRRI divisions and
sections, senior scientists and officials and representatives of
activist organizations were present at the meeting.

Dr Khalequzzaman new Director General of BRRI

After page 1
scientists in National Agricultural Research System (NARS) in
Bangladesh. He has 75 research articles published in different
prestigious journals home and abroad. He has visited many
countries including United Kingdom, Thailand, South Korea,
China, Belgium, Maldives, Nepal, India Philippine and Vietnam in
relation to his research works.
Personally he is blessed with two children.

Canadian Team Visits BRRI

After page 2
Dr Sreekanth Attaluri, International Programme Development
Manager, GIFS, University of Saskatchewan, Canada Mr Hasan
Pervej Ahmed, Heads of BRRI research divisions were present.

Dr Shahjahan Kabir said that BARC (Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Council) and GIFS-Canada signed an MoU in Dhaka to
work in a multi-disciplinary research, training, and development
partnership to help promote sustainable food security in
Bangladesh. In accordance with the MoU, the Bangabandhu-Pierre
Elliott Trudeau Agricultural Technology Centre (BP-ATC) was
inaugurated on 23 February 2023 by the honourable Prime Minister
of Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina MP at Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute (BRRI) campus. The BP-ATC will provide foundational
platform to support crop research in Bangladesh, but additional key
investments for developing crop varieties that are climate-resilient
and farmer-friendly are required.
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Workshop held at BRRI

After page 4

Place-Based Rice Varieties and Technology and Development of
Existing Research Laboratories (LSTD) through Establishment of
six New Regional Stations’ was held at the same venue. The
workshop was presided over by the Honourable Director General of
BRRI, Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir. The keynote paper was presented by
Project Director, Dr Md Mofazzal Hossain. The special guests were
BRRI Director (Research) Dr Mohammad Khalequzzaman and
Director (Administration and Common Services) Dr Md Abdul
Latif. The welcome speech was delivered by Deputy Project
Director, Dr Md Anwar Hossain.

Later on, a review workshop of the project titled “Innovation,
Research and Modernization of High-Yielding Hybrid Rice
Varieties” was held. The chief guest of the workshop was the
Honourable Director General of BRRI, Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir. The
workshop was presided over and the keynote paper was presented by
Project Director, Dr Md Jamil Hasan. The special guests were BRRI
Director (Research) Dr Mohammad Khalequzzaman, Director
(Administration and Common Services) Dr Md Abdul Latif.

Agreement signed between BRRI

After page 5

assistance are being provided to the farmers by the Ministry of
Agriculture and its subordinate departments and organizations. There
are instructions to use a specific Mobile Financial Service (MFS)
platform for all financial transactions through official mobile numbers.
This system will play an effective role in ensuring good governance
and transparency in the activities of the current government.

In this situation, the BRRI authorities have taken the initiative to
provide 350 corporate SIMs and connections in the first phase. As a
result of the use of these SIMs and connections by BRRI scientists,
officers, and employees, the overall communication will be smoother
and official activities will be accelerated as per the instructions of the
ministry.

Additional Secretary visits BRRI

After page 3
BRRI Director (Research) Dr Mohammad Khalequzzaman,
Director (Administration and Common Services) Dr Md Abdul
Latif, Coordinator for Advanced Studies and Research Dr
Munnujan Khanam, along with all the heads of divisions and
sections of BRRI and senior scientists were present at the meeting.

NDC Delegation visits BRRI
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Saudi Arabia, and Nigeria participated in the visit. A very lively
question and answer session between BRRI officials and members
of the inspection team was one of the highlights of the event.
Among others, BRRI Director (Research) Dr Mohammad
Khalequzzaman, Director (Administration and Common Services)
Dr Md Abdul Latif was present at the event.

At the event, the Honourable Director General of BRRI
presented the welcome crest to the representatives of the inspection
team on behalf of BRRI.

Annual Performance Agreement (APA)

After page 4

General of BRRI Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir said, BRRI is working to
ensure food security. Currently, we are moving towards a food
surplus. This is a very comforting matter for the nation. We have to
strengthen our research to make food security sustainable. We must
implement all the issues we have mentioned in the APA agreement.
In this regard, everyone has to work together with honesty and
sincerity. Only then will we be able to move forward in making
food security sustainable.

At the beginning of the programme, among the divisions,
sections, regional stations, projects and programmes that signed the
APA agreement for the financial year 2022-23, the first place was
taken by the High Yielding Hybrid Rice Variety Innovation,
Research and Modernization Project, the second place jointly taken
by the Agricultural Statistics Division and the Adative Research
Divsion and the third place was taken by the Honourable Director
General Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir. In the regional office category,
BRRI Regional Station Cumilla won the first place, while BRRI
Regional Station Gopalganj and BRRI Regional Station Rangpur
won the second and third places respectively.

Two Workshop held at BRRI

After page 5

Md Tajul Islam Patwary, Director of Field Wing of the Department
of Agricultural Extension and Dr Md Abdus Salam, Member
Director (Crops) of Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council and
Noor Ahmed Khandaker, Assistant Representative (Programme) of
FAO Bangladesh, were present as special guests at the workshop.

The workshop was attended by BRRI divisional heads,
Bangladesh  Agricultural Research  Council, Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Institute, representatives of various
agricultural universities, and farmer representatives.
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Seminar held in BRRI during

April to September 2024

Speaker Topic Date
Dr Md Zakaria Ibne Baki Impact of the chemical composition of applied | 04 Apr
8S0, Agronomy Division, BRRI organic materials on bacterial and archaeal
community compositions in paddy soil.
Dr AS M Masuduzzaman A Journey from Deepwater to Upland by Genetic | 02 May
CSO, Director Research Office, BRRI | Tools and Traits of Rice.
Dr Priya Lal Chandra Paul | Saline Water Irrigation Strategies for Boro Rice | 23 May
SSO, IWM Division, BRRI Cultivation in The Coastal Saline Area.
Hosne Ara Dilzahan "Metagenomic Studies on Microbial Community | 30 May
SO, Plant Pathology Division, BRRI | and its Function in Soil of Paddy Rice"
Shah Ashadul Islam Impact of OsBadh2 Mutations on Salt Stress | 06 Jun
SSO, Agronomy Division, BRRI Response in Rice.
Dr Md Mozammel Haque Rice transplanting and fertilizer application | 04 Jul
SS0, Soil Science Division, BRRI methods as influenced by mitigation of global
warming potential under rice-fallow-rice
cropping system
Dr Salim Mian Host range of Magnaporthe spp. and its cultural | 11 Jul
PSO, Plant Pathology Division, BRRI | and morphological characteristics
Dr S M Mofijul Islam An overview of Paris Agreement and Nationally | 19 Sep
SS0, Soil Science Division, BRRI Determined Contributions, and mitigation
options of GHG emissions from rice fields
Dr Rakiba Shultana The Microbial Response to Herbicide Residue in | 26 Sep

SSO, Agronomy Division, BRRI

the Soil
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