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January-March 2025

Inauguration of BRRI’s Annual Research

Review Workshop 2023-24

| The six-day long “Annual

Research Review
——— Workshop 2023-24” of
Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute  (BRRI)  was
inaugurated on 18 January
2025 at the auditorium of
| BRRI  headquarters  in
W Gazipur. Honourable
Secretary of the Ministry
Agriculture, Dr
Mohammad Emdad Ullah
| Mian, attended the event
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Director ~ General  Dr
Mohammad Khalequzzaman presided over the inaugural
session of the workshop.

Md Ruhul Amin Khan, Chairman of Bangladesh
Agricultural Development Corporation (BADC), Dr Najmun
Nahar Karim, See page 5

Closing Session of BRRI’s Annual Research

Review Workshop 2023-24
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] The concluding ceremony of
the six-day long “Annual
% Research Review Workshop
2023-24” of the Bangladesh
| Rice  Research Institute
(BRRI) was held on 24
January 2025 at the auditorium
of BRRI headquarters in
Gazipur. Md Abu Zubair
Hossain  Bablu, Additional
i Secretary (Research Division)
s of the Ministry of Agriculture,
attended the programme as the
BRRI Director

General See page 5
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Independence and National Day
Celebrated at BRRI

The Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) observed
the Independence and National Day on 26 March 2025, with
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o] due solemnity and various
programmes.

On the occasion, BRRI
Director ~ General  Dr
M o hammad
Khalequzzaman, hoisted
the national flag in front of
the Administrative
Building at BRRI
Headquarters, Gazipur, in
the morning. Later, a
discussion meeting, prize
distribution ceremony of
the students’ drawing
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Mahfil were held at the

BRRI auditorium.
The Director General of BRRI attended the programme as
the Chief Guest and delivered his speech. The meeting was

presided over by Dr Md Ibrahim, See page 4

BRRI Director (Research)

Dr Md Rafiqul Islam

Dr Md Rafiqul Islam, a distinguished Agricultural Scientist
of the country, joined Bangladesh Rice Research Institute
(BRRI) on 09 January 2025 as its
Director Research (Routine charge).
Prior to the new position Dr Md Rafiqul
Islam has been serving the institute as the
chief scientific officer and Head of the
Soil Science Division. He began his
career as a Scientific Officer of the
Institute in 1998 and devotedly
performing his duties at different
positions over the last 27 years. Dr Md
Rafiqul Islam was born in 1971 at
Haluakandi village of Kamarkanda
upazila in Sirajgan;j district. He obtained
his BSc (Ag) Hons degree in 1992 from
the Bangladesh Agricultural University.

F e @ e [erw
193pfC fofal wfe e | I8 ©,
(. AP TN JRTTCR @ror Fwiewer Hsy
(@VGEIRGT) @7 SICORN AT OB Wy
TS (T G | (7rel-RTAee LTSI GIeiceT S broft
NPT &% SFIfre =eace | ol sitqer kM2 e
oo ey (! INe FCA0R |
e G fof 12 TRIg &< |

R I SR AAGE

He completed his PhD degree on Soil
Science in 2012 from the University of
GAU, Salna, Gazipur. At present, he is one of the senior
scientists in National Agricultural Research System (NARS)
in Bangladesh. He has published 80 research articles in
different prestigious journals home and abroad. He has
visited some countries including Japan, Thailand, Indonesia,
Philippine, Nepal, Singapore and India in relation to his
research works.
Personally he is blessed with two children.
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Service) Dr Md Anwarul Haque

Dr Md Anwarul Haque, a distinguished Agricultural
Scientist of the country, joined Bangladesh Rice Research
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Institute (BRRI) on 09 January 2025 as its
Director (Administration and Common
Service). Prior to the new position Dr Md
Anwarul Haque has been serving the
institute as the chief scientific officer and
Head of the Grain Quality and Nutrition
Division. He began his career as a
Scientific Officer of the Institute in 1994
and devotedly performing his duties at
different positions over the last 30 years.
Dr Md Anwarul Haque was born in 1966 at
Shahebnagar village of Ishwarganj upazila
of the Mymensingh district. He obtained
his BScAg Engg. (Hons) degree in 1988
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and MSc degree in 1990 from the
Bangladesh Agricultural University. He
completed his PhD degree on Food Microbiology in 2002
from the University of London, UK. At present, he is one of
the senior scientists in National Agricultural Research
System (NARS) in Bangladesh. He has published 32
research articles in different prestigious journals home and
abroad. He has visited some countries including UK,
Belgium in relation to his research works.
Personally he is blessed with two children.

Martyrs’ Day and International Mother

Language Day observed at BRRI

Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) observed
Martyrs’ Day (Shaheed Dibash) and International Mother
Language Day with due solemnity and respect on 21
February 2025.
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On the occasion, the national
| flag was hoisted at half-mast and
| participants wore black badges in
g| front of the Administrative
| Building at the BRRI
Headquarters, Gazipur. A special
prayer was offered seeking
eternal peace for the departed
souls of the martyrs. Later, a
commemorative procession
(Provat Feri) paraded through
various roads of BRRI and placed
floral wreaths at the BRRI
Shaheed Minar. The
wreath-laying ceremony was led by BRRI Director General
Dr Mohammad Khalequzzaman. Subsequently, floral
tributes were also offered on behalf of various active
organizations, BRRI High School, and BRRI Progoti
Primary School. See page 4
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BRRI Director (Administration and Common

Service) Dr Munnujan Khanam
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Dr Munnujan Khanam, a distinguished
Agricultural Scientist of the country, joined
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI)
on 20 March 2025 as its Director
(Administration and Common Service). Prior
to the new position Dr Munnujan Khanam has
been serving the institute as the Coordinator
for Advanced Studies and Research (CASR).
She began her career as a Scientific Officer of
the Institute in 1994 and devotedly performing
her duties at different positions over the last
30 years. Dr Munnujan Khanam was born in
1967 at Kazla village of Tarail upazila in the Kishoregonj
district. She obtained her BScAg (Hons) degree in 1988 from
the Bangladesh Agricultural University. She completed her
PhD degree in 2012 from the Gazipur Agricultural
University (GAU). At present, she is one of the senior
scientists in See page 5

Martyrs’ Day

After page 3

A short discussion session followed during which the BRRI
Director General delivered his speech as the chief guest. The
session was presided over by Dr Mohammad Akhlasur
Rahman, Chief Scientific Officer of BRRI, while Director
(Administration & Common Service) Dr Md Anwarul
Haque, and Director (Research) Dr Md Rafiqul Islam ware
present as special guests. Among those present at the
programmes were Dr Md Ibrahim, Head of the RFS
Division, along with heads of divisions and sections,
representatives active organizations, and teachers and
students of BRRI High School and BRRI Progoti Primary
School. In addition, marking the occasion, BRRI Director
General Dr Mohammad Khalequzzaman inaugurated a wall
magazine prepared by school students. Later, The Director
General distributed prizes among the winners of a drawing
competition held with the participation of students from
BRRI High School and BRRI Progoti Primary School.
Besides, a quran recitation and prayer was organized at the
BRRI central mosque, seeking eternal peace and forgiveness
for the departed souls of the language martyrs.

Independence and National Day

After page 2
Chief Scientific Officer and Head of the RFS Division.
BRRI Director (Research), Dr Md Rafiqul Islam, and
Director (Administration and Common Service) Dr
Munnujan Khanam were present as special guest.

At the meeting BRRI Director General, Dr. Mohammad
Khalequzzaman extended his greetings and congratulations
to all on the occasion of the Independence and National Day.
He called upon everyone to work together in unity to
advance the country. Representatives of the scientists and
various active organizations also addressed the meeting.
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Following Doa and Munajat, iftar was distributed. Heads of
divisions and sections along with seientists, officers, employees,
and workers from all levels were present of the programme.

The discussion meeting and prayer session were attended by
heads of divisions and sections of BRRI, representatives of
different organizations active within the institute, scientists,
officials, employees, and workers from all levels, as well as
teachers and students of BRRI High School and BRRI Progoti
Primary School.

In addition, on the occasion of the Independence and National
Day, a Doa and Milad Mahfil was organized at the BRRI Jame
Mosque.
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Inauguration of Annual Research Review Workshop

After page 1

Executive Chairman of Bangladesh Agricultural Research
Council (BARC), and Md Saiful Alam, Director General of
the Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) were
present as special guests. Mr Xioakun Shi, Country
Representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) of the United Nations in Bangladesh, attended the
event as the distinguished guest.

The research progress and achievements of 2023-24 were
presented by BRRI Director (Research) Dr Md Rafiqul
Islam, while the vote of thanks was delivered by Director
(Administration and Common Service) Dr Md. Anwarul
Haque. Speaking at the programme, Agriculture Secretary
Dr Mohammad Emdad Ullah Mian, said that BRRI’s
research activities have transcended national boundaries and
gain international recognition, earning the institute several
national and international awards. He emphasized the
importence of sustaining this momentum and underscored
the need for develop agriculture-friendly industries
alongside strengthening agricultural economics. He also
urged all stakeholders to work collaboratively for the
advancement of the agricultural sector.

BRRI Director General Dr Mohammad Khalequzzaman
highlighted that BRRI has been working relentlessly to
ensure food security for nearly 180 million people of the
country. He noted that BRRI’s research initiatives are
exemplary on a global scale and added that the institute has
intensified its efforts to meet the nation’s nutritional
requirements through rice-based research. participants from
BRRI, BARI, BARC, DAE, IRRI, as well as representatives
from various government, non-government organizations
and universities, attended the workshop.

During the session, detailed information on recent
achievements and progress in rice research and extension
activities was presented.

So far, BRRI has developed a total of 115 high-yielding
rice varieties, including eight hybrids, many of which are
tolerant to adverse environments and enriched with
improved nutritional qualities.

Dr Munnujan Khanam

After page 4
Research System (NARS) in

National Agricultural

Bangladesh. She has published 30 research articles in
different prestigious journals home and abroad.

Closing session of Annual Research Review Workshop

After page 1
Dr Mohammad Khalequzzaman presided over the workshop.
Director (Research) Dr Md Rafiqul Islam and Director
(Administration and Common Service) Dr Md Anwarul
Haque were present as special guests.
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Seminar held in BRRI during
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January to March 2025

Speaker Topic Date
Dr Ratna Rani Majumder Doubled haploid breeding and marker assisted
SSO, Plant Breeding Division selection to develop drought tolerant rice | 09 Jan
BRRI genotypes
Dr Md Nazrul Islam Effectiveness of Shallow Drains and Straw
$S0, Soil Science Division Mulch in Alleviating Multiple Constraints in | 13 Feb
BRRI Crop Cultivation
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