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Fast-growing
BRRI 98 has
huge potential

BSS, Tangail

Fast-growing and high
yvielding T. Aus rice variety
"BRREI dhan 98" has huge po-
tential in the country as it
is one of the best yvield per-
formers having 25-30
mounds production in per
bigha land of this Aus sea-
son-July- August.

"(enerally rice ripens
in 140-1680 days. If a rice va-
riety ripens in 90-100 days,
it is considered a very po-
tential one. BRRI 98 aus
paddy appears with such
potentials as it is being
grown in 90-100 dayvs and
25-30 mounds per bigha.”
sald Agriculture Minister
Dr Muhammad Abduar
Razzaque.

He added: "If this rice
variety can be spread all
over the country, it will

See page Biz-3



Fast-growing

From page Biz-1

contribute a lot to ensure food
security in this densely popu-
lated country having 17 crore
people where agricultural
land is dwindling gradually”

The minister said this
while wvisiting an aus paddy
field of BRRI 98 wvarietyv at
Mushuddi wvillage under
Dhanbari upazila in the dis-
trict last afternoon.

Razzaque said growers are
now very much reluctant in
breeding aus paddy due to
lack of guality varieties as
well as drought, flood and
heavy rainfall but production
of Boro and Aman paddy has
Increased.,

Local researchers have
already invented fast-grow-
ing advanced varieties of aus
paddy, he added.

He underscored the need
for popularizing BRERI 98
paddy variety at grassroots to
increase the production of
aus.
On the occasion, grower
Igbal shared his plan of pro-
ducing four crops in a vear
from same lancd.

He said he (Igbal) harvest-
ed the BRRI 98 paddy within
953-100 days including 20 davs
of rice seedlings plantation.
Earlier; he cultivated BRRI-96
variety in this Boro season-
early Februarv in the same
land, the farmer saic.

Now, he would breed BRRI
To in Aman sSeason-
sSeptember-November and
after harvesting Aman, he
would cultivate fast-growing
mustard plant, he added.
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"Target to produce 26.15 lakh
tonnes of T-"Aman

BSS, Rajshali

Deparvtment of Agricultural Extension
(DAE) has sot a target of producing more
than 26.15 lakh tonnes of transplantedd Aman
(T-Aman) paddy from 7.88 lakh hectares of
land in all eight districts under Rajshahi
division this season.

Shamsul Wadud, additional director of
the DAL, said suitable weather is helping the
farmers' to nurse transplanted Aman
soexllings this season and the fixed target is
expectixd to be achioved.

He said the farmers have prepared
seexibeds on 52,072 hectares of land in the
division to meet the demands of
soeddlings.

Nurul Islam, 48, a farmer of
Puthiyva area, has cultivated
Aman paddy on five bighas
of land saving many of
his co-villagers are seen
humming towards Aman
paddy farming as they
ot good price of Boro.

Another Aarmer
Ashraful Islam, 37, of
Gollapara village uander
Tanore upazila, said he has
cultivated Aman paddy on six
bighas of land after the best uses of
rainfall that saved him from extra cost for

irrigation.
Meanwhile, farmers have been
transplanting scedlings of Aman paddy

everywhere in Rajshahi division including
its vast Barind tract in full swing for the last
couple of woeks with the hope of getting
cherishexd vields,

They are passing thelir time with seedling
transplantation coupled with nursing and
caring for the secedbeds and the activities
have created job opportunities for many
unemployed people.

At present, the farmers are soon
transplanting wvarious  high vielding

varieties, including Bina 17, Bina 7 and Bina
51 and Brridhan 56, Brridhansgs, BrridhanT1,
Brridhan7s, Brridhang80, Brridhan87 and
Brridhan®, and some other local and
conventional ones amidst suitable climate
conditions with firequent raintall.

Dr Fazlul Islam. principal scientifc
officer of Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute (BRRID, said they have released 10
furthermore high yvielding paddy varieties
for Aman season in the region, including its

vast Barind tract, creating high hopes
among the farmers in general and others
concerned.

The varietics are—Brridhansi,
Brridhan71, Brridhan7s, Brridhang?,
Brridhaneo, Brridhangs, Brridhanog,
Brridhangs, BrridhaniOa and

Brrihibriddhans.

These varieties are comparatively highea-
vielding, resource and irrigation saving,
drought-tolerant and short-duration
comparedd some other varvieties, including
Brridhan2g and BrreidhanZthan and
Swarna which are prone o disecase and
attract insects that affect the farmers in

terms of getting vield.

The Brridhan2g anmd
BrridhanZz2dhan and Swarna
varieties can easily be replaced
with the modern varieties, in
the Barind area, and this
can be an effective means of
ensuring  fod security
through boosting paddy
prociuction.

The modern wvarieties
have opened up the doors to
enormous prospects of  food
security, and mitigating the
crises of irrigation water:

The appropriate timeframe of the
paddy seedlings transplantation is up o
Aungast 20, while only the late varietios could
be transplanted by the end of this month.

“Timely transplantation of Aman pexlady
secdlings s very important for healthy
growth leading o optimuam vield in the
area,” he salkd.

He sajid some of the farmers anme
expoecting transplantation of seodlings after
harvesting of Aush paddy “We have some
late varieties for them,"” D Islam added.

He said farmers have been encouraged to
cultivate the latest varieties through various
interventions including block
demonstration,  plots projection and
supply ing of sood fivee of cost.

The modern varieties have opened uap
doors In enormous prospects of  foodd
security along with mitigating the crises of
irrigation water, he added.

“We have releasecd 10 varieties, including
some aromatics, for the Barind area,”” BRI
Principal Scientific Officer Drr Haran Ar
Rashid said, adding that some of them have
gainod popularity among farmers daring
the last couple of vears,



